EDITOR’S NOTE

No More Excuses

Lust month, during the same week that AIM appeared, the possibility that NATO
would intervene in Kosovo because of what President Clinton called the "con-
tinued brutality and repression of the Serb forces” was the subject of every news
report. We congratulated ourselves on the timeliness of Edik Balaian's March car-
toon: The Kosovo Example. Editorial discussions which led to the cartoon, had all
revolved around the inevitable parallels which could be drawn between Kosovo and
Karabakh. The one similarity which was particularly startling and frightening was
that one could be a precedent for the other.

But once the shortsighted NATO bombing campaign began, other parallels
became much more obvious. A "tragedy of gargantuan proportions” said one British
report. "Indescribable horrors” said an American. Driving to work in the morning,
listening to usually-cool journalists suddenly so utterly moved by their own stories,
I couldn’t help but recall the ordeals and tribulations of genocide survivors. It all
sounded so familiar.

All this is an odd way to acknowledge the very
, valuable work being done by AIM's new Managing
Editor Hratch Tchilingirian (left) and to welcome him to
AIM, in its 10th year of publication. Any time at all, but
especially now, Armenia and Armenians must see -- and
make -- their place in the world, and not just in individ-
ual self-enclosed communities. Hratch, who has been
with AIM since October, is perfectly suited to that task.
His professional and academic background is unusual
among those with a persistent involvement in Armenian
community institutions. Hratch is working on his doctor-
al dissertation at the prestigious London School of
Economics on the construction of a new political and
social order in Karabakh since the late 1980s. In addition
to executive positions in Armenian organizations, Hratch was co-founder and co-
editor of Window, a quarterly publication which broke new ground in its explo-
ration of topics related to the Armenian church and religion. During the
Catholicossal elections in 1995, Hratch's daily reports were the primary source for
up-to-date information and interpretation on that historic event. On a recent trip to
Lebanon, Egypt and the Emirates, Hratch conducted over 50 hours of interviews
with more than two dozen figures who are individually and professionally involved
in Armenian-related projects. AIM’s involvement with Taner Ak¢am., Dorothée
Forma and the film, A Wall of Silence, began on Hratch’s initiative. AIM and AIM

readers will benefit from Hratch's combination of commitment and vision,
g s we prepared our pullout section on Building Karabakh, | remembered a few

readers strong concern that our October 1998 issue, Karabakh Lives, focused
on all that is not right in Karabakh. They stressed that some Diaspora communities
and institutions have done a great deal of good in Karabakh's villages and cities.
And those accomplishments need to be highlighted so donors (already cautious and
sometimes downright cynical) don't find excuses to quit giving. We couldn't agree
more.

We want to do away with those excuses, too, and the middle pages of this issue
intend to do exactly that. No more excuses. Here are small, mediom, large and extra
large projects of all types throughout Karabakh's cities and villages. Each one will
directly impact thousands of lives. What could be easier? Pick one. Figure out how
to finance it. Oversee the project’s implementation. Done. You've made a difference

This is the best kind of journalism--advocacy journalism. We believe that the
people of Karabakh are entitled to decent lives. With your participation, this issue
of AIM will play a part in extending that basic human right to more of Karabakh's

population.
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