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Thus, the peace treaty with Turkey wao sgned at Sevres on Augus!
10, 1920, It was at this time that Mustafs Kemal became 2 power with
whom to cantend,

The Treaty of Sevres made the United States an arbitrer in all Armen-
jun and Turkish disputes and forced Turkey 1o recognize Armenin a: b
free and independont Republic, The succeds of the Kemalist movement heow-
ever doomed the execution of the Treaty of Sevres which remains huwewver
n valid international tronty.

One rmonth after the signing of the Treaty of Sevres. Eemblict Turkey
nnd Bavied Ruisia attocked the ﬂt‘\'_[lt.l'l!-u-: l'.lr AgTnenia. The “J!'Fuhhl'. cauld
oot withstand the joint attack and soccumbed on December 2, 1920, By
this joint milliary aggresdon, Armonia wis poartitioned between the Tharks
and the Soviet, Turkey. with the approval of the Soviet, retained the Turk-
igh Armeninn provinees and made the fresh soquisition of Kars and Ards-
han. The Soeviet took over whot remained—now called Soviet Armenin,

A SIGHNIFICANT EVENT:
The Events of April 24
In Moscow — How They Happened
And Under What Circumstances
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EDFMOR'S NOTE:

The Jollewing series of avticles weee originaily pubiiefed
in the HAIRENIE Daily of Baston in eight insteliments,
fram Cetoder 3, o Octobar £4, JPE5. Pecmuse of editerzal eon-
fiderations, the author per then presented under the pen
mame of Noreir Kermarnigian

We are happy i presen: these articls to owr readors 1
Engihly trandarion end take pleasice in inerediscing D
Dadrian ot the ortual euthor and ar the some 2ime, g5 ihe
transhatar. Ar eur readers may obierve, in executing the
transtation. Professor Dadrian retained faithfuiness not only
fo the peneral content, but olso fo the attributes of lucidity
amd preetrion of ki oeiginal Armenian manuscripl.

e FEN for the first time | read in the press of the Armeman diaspora
"f\: that Armesion students studying in Moscow had impalled the Turks
b Jowees their flag on the dey of our Great Mourning, 1 was s:l.uu_'.ed
first: subsequently. | became skeptical Indeed, §f through cooperation
with the Turkish Ambassader, the Sovies Ambassador in Beirut could in
{act hinder the parade which the Armenis of Lebanon were planning.
in order to commemorate April S+, how was it possitle, T wondered, iEHI‘-
the govermment of the Ambassador could tolerate & similar demonsiration
im i’ owm capital? _
Mevertheless, we must admit that this was 2 supposition. Puomars
were circulnting overywhere, Moreavie, the fuctuations in diplomacy an
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with the Russian Faster, o that it was one of the irrevocabls traditions
of the Asmienian chirch o start church on the Satwrday [‘-Tl'l:l.'ﬂl-l'lll Eziter
Sumndny 2t four pm. All arguments and recriminations proved of po avail;
the Bihop remained unyielding and the peopls were forcd to camply.

Howiver, before leaving the premises, on the grounds of the cometery
many sudents mgoged n onotive exchanges. A suggostion v made to
philize the interval of feur hours o mount a demonstraton n fr
the Turkihih Embauy. [t was apposed by & owober of koown and unks
Armemians who admonished thet mch a step might bring ill-cepute to the
Armeniasis of Moscow and slso jespandize the Armensans in Turkey.

Some of thess opponents were viewed with sspicien. as lireling
whiose task it wis 1o perrunde. dissunde, plead, adimonddh, and even war.

Tn thiz atmosphere of tmcertzinty ond tmsion, an Armenian siudent
from the Near-Fast studying history st the University of Mowow, with
tha help of & fewe wooden cases, fived 0 platfarm for hinssel! and mognting
on it delivered the [ollwving resolute speech: “We had bad enough of
those admonitions 10 ba prudent. We are bumen beings and above all
we zre Armentans, Can we afford 0 violate our =mse of natonal baonor
nod ignese the memory of our marryri? I it net our sacrwd duty o e
mind the Turks that they have perpetated the most hienous crime? What
i1 g0 illegol, improper, oF ignoble about this? [ inwite you all lo come nnd
in o civilizod meoner convey to the Turkish mprewntative the ange: and
the dewps sorrow of dur neation. "

Individunl woices, followed by group ories, made themselves heard
“Let ows go! Let us go!™ Of these present approximately 250 procesded to
lsve and joined the parnde o the Turkish Embacy, They were acomn.
panied by policemen a5 well as agens in civilian uniforms using cars
rlTuE I!l:ll:ln'}rh'l. ﬂ‘n I'hll aY, a r.u.n:lmr mf ﬂﬂ—lvl!:i.‘:l I:!’l.ls‘l:lgrﬂil'.';l'rl 'in 4'{1.'i'|E.:|||
uniforms - took  frequent pictures of the participants, When the demon-
strawes reached the envirom of the Terkish Embecsy. 0 growp of mounted
policemen mtercepied their march, and they were prevented from pro-
coeding further. It bocame opparent that approxdmately one kiloemeter
spaare ares swrrounding the Embazsy was hold under palice supervigion
and taken under police protecton. The ranks of the mounted policemen
wern Jod by high renking police officers. mostly colonels; they were as-
gisted by ordinary policemen om foot.

Il
Oeraber £, 1963

Hiving been forced 1o stop, the Armeniand began an exchange with
the poliemen. Sinee there was po official permit st hand, the
Intter demmanded thnt the demonstrators disperse. On thelr tern, the Ar
menians vomplaited that they were being denied the opportunity 1o come
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cloer 1 the Embassy and eonfromt the Turkish officals. They further
argued that being Sovier citizens, as such, they wished to carry out their
Avmaonstraiion, The wme srgusenti and recrimiostions ok place heca
2+ they 4id in the emetery—between the demonstrators eed the small
group of their antagonists. After nwhile, oo police officers of the rank af
celone] omce more susgetad that the Armeniams disperse, adding that thev
could regard the dememitrations oy o iwccoss.

The Armenians demanded thereupon that the waving Turkish flag be
bowered: *Today is the day of our Geeal Moumning. How con we tolorate
that the Turkith official who represents the imstigiter of that mourning.
add insult 10 our mouming ™ The colonels retorted: “Li this then what
FOu wiant?™

A prompt contact was established thereupon with ibe Mlinistry of
Fareign AMairs of the Soviet Unson. In as murch as the dentanstrators were
Soviet citirens from Armimia, in the meantme it was desmed appropriste
that the permonent reprecentotive of Armenin in Mowaw, the so-called
Ambassador, intercede with the Foreign NEnistry. Even though thers &3
po proof obout this, it i supposed thot some sech intervention ok plice
after all—eompulaorily.

In the meaptime. in ceder 10 enable other Soviel vitzens not involved
in the demonstration to continue on their way, the policemen allowed o
srmall pasageway. A emall number of Armenians socceeded in eluding
thresggh thiy passsge and came in front of the Turkish Embaesy. One of
them, an old man earaged by the restrictions of the palice, approached
the ranks «f the cobonals and twrming ks face in the dircction af the Turkish
flag, cpat out lowd and wrning to the policemen yelled: “Ares’t you
sibemed (o defend the st™ In calm veiced, the policemen admumished
him: *Come on! Do on pleasel”

After & lapse of some additions] time. the news nrrived that the fing
had been bowered, but the Armenion demonsoraters were unable o see
and confirm this fact, They hod been forced 1o keep o ono kilameter Jis-
tance from the Embassy.

A delepation waes then selected on the spor, and with the guidance of
the policernen it went to the location of the fag and after having estab-
lished that the fleg was indeed lowervd, it o informoed the demonstrators
The comment was offered in this comnection that in all Likelihood the
Soviet Foreign Minisry had advised the Turkish Embassy that it might
be appropeiate to lewer the fag thay day. The news was received with
great satisfoction.

The time had been drowing pear for the moss; therefore the demon
strating group returned o the chapel filling it o capacity. Many of the
yeuang men wers being exposed to the mass for the first time in their
Hves, Accorditgg o the old lndy carctaker of the chapel, m fts history at
no time was there ever such a large crowd overfilling it According 1o the
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sime spurce, the atmosphere znd the moods evoked by the requiomn mies
was “somethiog i behold.”

Enveroped by the magnificent spirit of the encvelical which was read
fremn the platform of the church, ond engrossed in the ngony of the Great
Mowrning of the Armenian nation. with smgular sublimity the youth
of Armemia fused fiell with the myatery of the teremonies of the churck—
with candles in their hands, with sorrow in their eyes, and heads bow
ing Not o single whisper; they were standing snll lke emtve: and sur-
rencering o they ipedl of turbulent swals, Cthaer eywwiltiessed  suggosted
that the moeod evoked by the requiem mass created a spectocke which was
both elevating s groatly 1ouching.

In order w enhance and impart 3 prester meaning to the commem-
oeation. the stadents hod taken wp o mollection omong themselves with
which they ordered tao memorial wreaths frosn Yersvan, Howewer, be-
cnuse of o delay. they were forced to arder and buy two odditonal wreaths
in Moscow which, bowever, bore Fussian insead of Armoninm lotters—
eveking the memory of the Armendan martyrs and of the Russian soldiors
wha died for the defonse of these martyrs

During the church cervmonies, they were placed in the center aisle
af the chapel; subsequently, they wero placed ot & tomb ouzsdde the chapol
and mear i

Since the day wii deswing o o close, many people departed home
after church. It &5 mecessary to point out here that many other Armenians
who hitd 1o wark on Saturdsy wntil tewas or three o'clock in the afternoon,
could not participate in the demonstrations. But having heard of the post-
posement, they did cama to elierch of four o'cleck

Reinforced with these new element, a segment of the group which
engineered the demonstration o feont of the Turkish Embascy. wiched
b go there agsin, to particulorly swerain as o whether the authorities
had played a trick om them Namely, they wanted to find out whether the
Aag wos i1l lowered, A group of approximaedy 150 people procesded
thereupon once mors 0 the Embassy. and again svcompanded by police-
mtn whis hitherto had relraived from interfecing with the whole epiude.
Upont arcival at the scene, doubls wore dispellod bowever; the flag was
still Iowered It wos already seven-thirty pom. Muny of the partivipants
were aware that Melkoumov, the “Ambaador™ of Soviet Armenia in
Mogcow, had played an obstructionist role in connection with the memor-
ial of April 24. With all the moans at his digpaenl, he Tad wried 1o dis-
suade the voung peaple from their plans of a demwnstration. Alng these

lines, bve bad wed o ennblith the idenlity of the leadors fnvolved H-I'-'ih-a
failed, be proceeded 1o personally contact thoss whom be had sucpeciad
A% hl‘lillﬂ ]l‘-ﬂl!!Tl-. words of HI:I;II!I.IE mod theedts wore combined o WATT)
against “the comeecuances™. Also, he had dispatched Armenfans whe were
under bz or in lesgue with him, @ discourage the demonstratess. In
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the eame vein, he bad letephoned o number of employers asking them o
engnge their Armenion employees for that day, == thal they .'ml.i:ﬁ rl
be free to demonsrate. Forthermore, the Adminietration of University of
Slasoow s worned the Armenian siudents at the University to remain an
the premises on April 24 or surrender their identity carde. t}:l that s2me
day, & group of coeds from the Pedogogical Imumtu:1 al Yersvan, who
happened to be i Mowow that day and who knew of the planned demon-
ctradion, were detaiped: they were not allowed » chames G participnie,

lo orfer 1o stifle the whole thing in its very inceptiom, th}kwmm'
bad informed the awthorties about the impending dﬂn_'lfuttmhf.-ll. i exag:
gerated terms, mach as the probable number of the participamis and their
aims Thus, when the students approached the Tirkich Embassy, they
yeere dismoved n the face of such o boge number of policenten whiting
for them—in order ta cope with any evenmuality. The dism;ﬂ!ﬁ::-n bee-
tween the demenstrators and the yumber of policemen wes ridiculawly
great, In their turn. the policemen too sensed that there was a misnnder-
standing, or that they were wictime of misinformntion. As o mattar of [ac,
during the second march to the Embassy. the mounted palice contingents
were phsenl and the mumber of regular police had dwindled wm::tc::ahly.

The lat minute change of the program by Bithop Barl-l_n wns nter-
preted to bt the result of the instructions of Melbowrmoy: it wes under-
ghond that the latter had swrictly adimonished the Bishop o wy o deber

thi: demanstratict.
1

October 7, 1965

Part of these chstroctions abributed 1o Melkoumov s true. and
anether part appesrs to b mere conjectise, MNovertheless. the charac-
tee of available evidence, his general comdurt as well 25 his past record

sily suggust that he spared no effort to avert the demonsiration.
" L:."-I'i;n;?fh'c to this fﬂi.r.. the students decided 1o raid Melboumav's head-
quartérs and to demand that he acooint for his sctions, Approximately
70-80 people agreed to participate in this last act of the drama. .

Aveompanied once mare by the pelice, they started their march, This
time however, the police wanted to know as to whete they were headed
and what their chjectives wore, After wking care of tbe policomen’s
questicas, they decided among themesives 9 continue thair march by
singing Armenian songe. Quickly taught. and led by = few fontale grad-
pate students of the Department of History in Moscow, the group maog one
after apother the nadomaliste sags: “Mere Hairenik® (Our Fatherland),
*Antrnneegu Knteh® [Antranorg the Bravel, “Teangam Dessel Zim Gesls
igia™ (1 Lang For My Geelegia), etc. Many Moscowitss stopped to sk as
w what wor going o About eight-thirty pan. they finally ardved st his
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headquarters; 21 the entrance they were sopped however: Melkoumov
sl word 1o the effect that instead of the whele group only o small dele-
gation should come up to see him. The demonstrators absolutely refused
o yield, ond surging forward they oventually entered the premios en
massz. Thereupon, Melkoamov seot for them; but the students once meore
refuted 0 go o his main reception room and foreed the * Ambassades™ w
tome to see them.

The confrontation lasted sppeoximotely 1wo and poeball howrs: se-
taally, it would be more correct 1o call it a clash, According 1o a prear-
ranged plan, with o sort of division of Jobor, & number of stodents spoke
up on subjects which were ssdgned o them. Even though their main
objective was 10 take him to task for bis aces of obstruction regarding the
commemoention of April 28, exploiting this oppurtunity. the voung Ar
mensan: proceeded to ventilate the prievances which had accumulated in
the depths of dieir hoaets and which concerned the tormemt of the Ar
menian pesple.

They asked Molkoumov ay to what kind of an Armenisn representa.
tive he was that resorting to all sorte of trensgressions, he tried 1o thwart
the demonstention which involved wch o sacred date a4 Apeil 24, Roject.
ing the clearge with consternation, the latter pointed out that s an exper.
ienced man be can see much farther, and that as young and inexperienced
pecple they themselves are ot in & position to grasp the political signi-
ficance and anticipate the congequences of such & demonstration. He cited
25 & ¢ase in poini the grim posdbility of “a new Turkish mossscee of
200,000 Armeninns in Turkey®,

Retorting to this. the smdenm declared: “In o8 mmuck as our RO
ment is in & friendly relatonship with Turkey, why can't it merely let
E'I be known that it is opposed w0 the repotition of such o barbarism, and
if necessary, why can it not interfere?” They aleo added that Saviet for-
aign policy has very little to do with the eemtimmts of the Armseniant
against the Turks, and that 85 an independent factor, Soviet foreign policy
can peevent new Turkish missscres, )

Melkoymov once more indignanily rejected the chorge which ques-
ticned his Armenian sentimimts and bn o cousiter-attack, he reprimanded
the students for their impudent behavior. In the ensuing rommotion
the young Armendons decried him is s *traibor.®

The Armienian representative in Mescow persitted in his denials thot
be did mot feeup thrests to the students involved In the same vein, b
repeatedly emphasized that in principle he was not apposed to the idea of
commemoration and 2t as a penuine Armenizn he, too, harboes in hic
heart the grief of all the Armeniam relotive to0 the Great Massacre,

Tlt:e students, thereupon proposed that this being the case, he assst
them in copanizing & big memorinl festivity in Moscow to which all
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Armemant i Moscow can be invited; the reponale of thss propoesa]l was
the rocognition thot & boly maw and a demonsiration are inndeguate for
the peeasion and that of the approximately 110U community in Mesow
anly o trillle of Armenions porticipaped

The Ambaszsdor unhesizatingly consented o this suggestion and agreed
on & dote 6t which tme be mould mest the stedenis and form o Plunning
Commmittes

It shoubd olio be noted that in the conrse of this cladh with him, the
fallowing additianal problems were raised:

a. The foct thet Soviet committments o snnex Karabagh 1o Ao
still remain unfulfilled.

b The disconsolzte and hopeless conditkm of Kambsgh today.

c. The perils of assimilation of the Armenians in Mosoow.

d The total indifference of the Armenien representative concerming
thr need of preserving in Moscow a sense of ethnic and ontional jdentity.
In this conpection, they admonished him thet “the white massacre” is
ervating havor among the estimated V10000 Armenians of Mosoow, The
lack of a gathering place in the capital foc Armenian students graduate
students, and postegraduate students, ns well as professonal peopls wos
alsy underscored. Along the same bines, they ashed him s 10 how he can
reconcile thix focty with the peide and sélf reapect of the state whate negli-
gence is farcing the students w use the vestbule of the mein post office in
thie capital, ne s gatherieg place,

e. By extemding the argumenl. the Armenian cultursl “home” was
nlss made an e T'E:l!_\ indicated that up to 1931 this center wos serving
such cultural purpases; Borda, however, terminated this arrengement and
transfered the building ta the domain of All Unkim propertics. As & resulr,
it is being presently wed to promote the cultures of African and Asian
Copntried.

The dimonswranrs expressed the desire to repossess that bulding as
property of Armenis and to make it serve the needs of Armenlan calwe,
The Ambassdor again ressted this move and even raised serious ohjec-
TN,

L]

Shortly after a Committee for the Proservation of Armemion Hiswri-
cal Monumenss was formed in Soviet Armenin, under the lesdership of
Mardira: Serinn ond Sero Khanzadinn, the young Armenians of Moscow
comsidered establishing a branch in the capitl of the Soviet Union in ondes
w promote the objectives of that group; they theeefore applied 10 Yerevan
end received eppeoval, As 2 result, approximately 800 Armenfans
applind for membenhip in Mosow, Melkownoy agreed o intervene apd
tw s=cure a hall in that very Armenian culturs] home (the so-called Lazar-
inn Djemoran) so that they could convene for their fird meeting. A pro-
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fessor of Armemian exmacton gladly consented to make his office avail-
able in that same bullding for this purpoce.

Afwr agresing on the day and the hour. invitations were @nt to the
applcants, When on the dﬁig}mteﬁ time the applicants arrived, they found
l:'li-' doar elosed, A R'u_“'ni thfariied them that he 1!..’..-'5 J';l:'l.h:lZLil.l:h il b
allow any one in Confused and dismayed. the organizers sought o reach
Melkoumov by phane whe had bowever, convimtly disappeared; the
same experience was made with the Armenian pofesoe, They were not
nvailable and their wheroaboun unkoown: the will of the guard prevnilod
and the invited Armenians departed with disappointoent and anges

v
Ocpater 8, [FES

This proved to be their first and last mesting, and Yerevan was thus
deorived of a branch n Moscow. As in other aspects ol Armenian
life i Mescow, hese o, Melboumoy eoperged 82 an oppoctunist operat-
ing behind the scenes 10 nndermine nntonal interests, The depeitful fiasco
of thiz enterprise was keld by the Armwnisns b be the recult of his
machination:.

It was thiz incident which the demonitratoes hod brought up duwsing
their comfrontatien in the hesdquartess of Melkoumoy em the night of
April 24, Agitmied by this fact. the students openly doclared that he, the
Ambassadar, 5 8 man who, for the @ke of his personal ambitioms and for
wllaggrandisrment could trample wpan the interests of bis oatien. In
this pespect, they threawned to dispatch o the Chairman of the Council
of Mindstors of Soviet Armenia, A Koechountan, o pl:li!jl‘rﬂ protesting againsl
him. This threat subdued him even more and rendessd him pale; he toied
o plocats the students with words of oompliment and to oavines them
again that he loves Armenia & much as they do. After having thus dis-
cussed nll the problems an which they had apreed wpen in advance, the
demonstrators Jeft Melkoumov's headquarters and procesded 1w dopart. But,
they tinted that the police were still waiting for them in front of the
building. Thereuprn, they decided not 1o disperse right away. It was al-
ready eleven o'cleck 2t night and evervone was tired and cager to g0 home.
Howewer, the danger of petting arrested davwned on themi ac a oribeal
peablem. To obvinte this danger, it was decided 10 move again a5 & grougp.

With the last accompaniment by the polics, the group proceeded 1o
the major centers of public transportation, particolarly o subway stations
where the male and female students, depending upon this kind of trans.
portation, cryptically ok lsave from their colleapues and fused them-
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selves with the rest of the public. The ranks of the demmonstrntrs were
thusly depleted and the twrbulent commesoration of April 24 doew 16 am
o,

The collision with Melkoumoyw became particularly meaningful in the
light of the sbominable fnet thot in spite of his deniali and several guaur-
ances that he vwas not cpposed 1o the idea of commensaation and that ihe
entire Armenian community of Masoow abould slemnly  commemornte
the 30th annfversary of the Grear Massacre, that same Ambagsador with
bopenosx und deceitfulpess bod peooged oo hay promise and bad pot hon-
aped his appointment Subsequently and onte mere, the students had
viin tried to edabliah contact with him w0 that ey could peoceed with
the tash to mmplement the agreemcnt reached on a city-wide conmemora.
tioarn.

v
{nter pretative Comrreris

HERE are many notewoethy facts in this descripive acoount; one

can cven call some of these facts sensatiopal. From a number of
viwpiints therefoes, it v worth critically examining that acoouni, <o that
swoane Jessoos can by derived from it [t should be stressed cnce moee that
errors in detail might have intruded in the aconunt. MNeverthedess, | con
categorically stote that the general sequence of events and the structure of
the episade are nat open to guestion; they shoukd be no doulst abowt i

1 would like to recogmize first of all thet the initiative, andacity,
oargy, Al the determination of the Armenian iudents wai & pevelation
in the wuest sense of the word: Removed by thoussnds of miles from Ar.
menin. sirrounded with all kindi of alien and uniuitable candibon: ard
devoid of any orgenizational faclitizs. they managsd w acoomplish & task
which & both |!':|.-|:1h||1m'i:| and irﬂl'lt"l‘-l.u'\f Who could bave n|:|1.E|.||l||I:|'-'!
that in the giant capatal of the Soviet Unicn whers one ran peckon with
many other prescopatinon, ansietien, and even alluring recreational fari]
ites. 3 group of young Armenians would commemorate the mest toage
martyrdom of their potion, and for (et perpoie they would plunge nin
mealous and lnbormous activity?

(e has to pecognize that the Armenians in Mosow are disperied:
there i oo regolor comamumication betwesn them, The vast majority of
thie members of the permanent community of the oy speaks Ruscian ond
by thee samse tokem i diveroed froom the probilems and concerns thiat deal
with the Armenian pecple, Fren the Armenian studentz of the varioos
eolleges and departments of Moswow University, a8 a rule, are unaware
of each pther, 1t waus under these comiicoms that this tmall proup of veung
men initated the action, Such waichwords as “April 247, “commomnca-
tion”, “requiem”, “S0th anmiversary”™, srved to evoke powerful emoticns
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amang thove Armeniane wha wers quitk 6 comeent to participate, at any
price.

One should put undervitimate the menning of this occurrence. In spite
of the lack of crganizational setups, and i as much 25 the ponditions
permitted the spell of & mered dete pnd all the ombols allied with the
dute were sufficient to mobilize the actars. The palvanizing force of hidden
peychological dispogtions and thelr controllsd and lofty channelization
more than compensated foe the abeence of clover propeganda, of public
relations wr the Incidemes of personal interests and speculations. In other
words, when the hour came and the mesdigd was recrived, all matersal
and administrative difficulties receded in the backeround,

Ope must kmow the copditions obtaining @ the oty of Mowow in
oeder 1o appreciate the wope of the effcer which encured success. The
extent to which we in the weet sre istd 1o Bccen o I:rj1.'.1|:|;r tp!e]ﬂ:yu‘,n-,
and persanal mesns of tensportation. is not operative there. Canstant wirk
and patience are necomary o mainain contsct. But, ompared with ane
pther obswmele the surmeuntng of which was the most diffcult prohledn,
these difficulties were Indgnificant.

Vi
Ocrober 7, f 265

As svervone kpows, it is oot only Impossible hut even inconcedvahle
that in e Seviet Unben particulnrly i its capital, without the
instigation. asistance, or guidance of the authorities, 8 demonstration comld
b corrbed out The orgunieing of & protest march in fromt of the Turkdsh
Embassy &5 but an act of polifical demonstration. [t should be added that
no: only was there oo official peemit bat comsidering the role of the
permanent representative of Sovier Armenis, there was even a verinin
official peohibiticer. Hence. this is one of the most signal aspects of the
episode. The scwes particulurly emphasized 0 me thet, as far they
Emew, this was the first time thet & politice! demonstration was effecied
in the capital of the Soviet Union—witheat permisdon and in spite of
offichal obstacies,

It is natwrally difficult to accept thin declarmtion as albadute trath
During the formative years of the Soviet Union and after the death of
Stalin, there wery demonstrations partcularly in Thiliss and Mescow—nat
againet a forelpn country, &5 wes the aee on Aprl B4 but againet the
wutharities of the Saviet Unian herself,

There is another circumstance which must be placed st the other end
of tho balance scale—lest the picture becomes distoered and lest it creates
falze perspectives and prospects. The comomemorative act, the requicm
mass, and the palitical demonstration on April 24, are ostensibly devoid
of anti-Sovier artitades; mot only this, they even are anchored on the ap-
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portunities afforded by the Soviet regime In thiy RpECT, ir.l timal.l!*] b
noted that the participants thought, planned. and acted as Sowviel abizens.
“Thit voung Armenion, redding in Moscow, who for the Brt time conceived
of the idea of A demonstration, bad witnessed a oumber of demonstrations
during which a ferclgn state wos made the target of e ipaults of the
demonstrators. Consequently, he had reasoned that if foreign students. par-
ticularly Chinese and North Viemamese, were able o initlate such o
demonstration, why could they. Armenians, who were Soviet citizens should
be deprived of & similar oppostunity. The ixsue was here not mevcly of a
dermotistration agiinst a foreign state, but against a slate which wae a
member af the NATO Allisnce. In other words, ant-Turkish mmtonal feal-
g were propelled nol within the frame-work of Armenian realites, bat
in tume with Seviet foreign policy. Should there bave been a treaty of
friendship or @ pact, tfantamount 1o o treaty between the Sovier Union and
Turkew, and should there have been initiated » demonstrution fn spite of
this bead, the problem could have assumed a very wirious chamcier. From
& realistic point of wiew, without even having started, n all probability,
the demonstrativn could bave boen strangled in it inception. Dur, let wa
assumme that the impessible happened In thet case, the demonstration veould
definitely have moant an ant-Soviel act Ansther Soviot factor moeally s
sisting the Armenians was the waditionsl antegoniam which the Russan
poople harbored againet the Tirks, At least it was o wuned, The main
topic of Hscussion and argument betwesn the Russan policermen and Ao~
menian demonstrators in front of the Turkish Embasy involved this, Nome-
Iy. the argument that the Rusiant hed no lesser experience of fighting
sguinst and suffering foom the Turks, Consequently, it was srgued that
the ememy of the Armenians wias also the enemy of the Russians. It is
Lkewise sigmificant that instend of one, two wreaths were brough: to the
rhapel in Moscow. baving gqual size, identical quality and inscriptions.
One was dedicated 1o the Armesisn marives and the other 0 the mem-
ncy of those Russion soldiers who fought and died for the protection of the
Armentans,  However, is this anisgomism agsina the Tuorks attei-
buted o the Rusdan, still valid woday? When dealing with contemparary
Soviet citizens, might this antaganism nel prove & mere supprition? YWhen
the group was marching townrd the headquarters of Molkmamoav at night,
a young Bussian stopped his car, came out, and asked the Armeniang what
the demonstration was for? When wld that it wos in commemprotien [ur
the Rusddam and Armsnian martyrs who died during Weeld War [ in the
war agninst the Turks, the voung Russian, after making o vulgnr exclnma-
tion in which ke cuwrsad hiz nation, remarmned to his car, and stepping on
the gz he took off in & hurry. The Armenism bod the impressicn tha
the young man was somewhat intoxicated. Yet, s it not true that the im.
pact of alcohol can often be benefical for the expression of telling truths
This fact Tas its curiows application to the Soviet Union
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In any event, cne cann conclude withowt hesitation that in il external
manifestation, the spirit of Apnl 24 wes not only devoid of anv
ont-Suvier ingredients, but wch & manifestution war pasible beeause its
bearers tock advantage of some of the epportumnities of the Soviet regime,

The question poden itell thes o 00 why the Mowow representative
of Soviet Arrmema stubboenly feught sgzins the iden of demonstration in
particular. Bifore we can examine this problem howsver, lot ue tuen o
avention 1 the peoblem of his peculioe mitlisds of fighting agains it; he
epplivd. pamsly, many such methods. Firsi, he personally esmblished con-
tact with those vouths whem he suspecied o be implicated; mking advan
toge of his anthority, he tried 1o do that which other awtbarities i dimilar
pastens do. Namely, wing certain threats as 4 Jevorage, he tried 1o dis
susde and to induce them 1o nbendon their plans, Having failed in this
methed. Maolboumny wried to caprure them pryelalogically by emploving
thote Armenians who wire smwhow subordinste to, sympathetic with, or
himd by him, For this purpoe, be had sidgned o }Emu]- of Armenians
who during the march fram 1he cemetery 0 the Turkish Embssy and
olw in front of the Turkish Emmbasey, lad tried to coente dissenidon |;:n:u.:|H
'!"“3‘ participants with the intention of ultmately aborting the demonstra.
ton; their recurment ploss, occasinnal wistfulness, and occasonal crude
challenges were all part of this scheme,

o my question as 1o what evidence they had that these peeople were
Metkoumovs hirelings and oot sinoere Armenians who thought and felt
differenly, the students again snd again repested that a pumber of rir-
cumstances imode this conclisdion ineicapalile. These involved & CONL PRI
zbsence of sincerity in their mode of expression, the parnot.like repetiticg
1.-l the same arguments, the refusal 1o yield gn*:unrj oo any e the
mmpression of wnuiesol esgermess to accomplish an assigned task. and -
r_|r1.|1.:r::1' o remmarcalde identity between their wands, their idman, and shatis-
tical data they addured in their arguments on the one hand, and those
expeessed by Melkowmor on the ather, o

'Il'hm. the Armenian Amboassadar in Moseow axoried pETHsNIe  Upon
certain Armenisn officals who either residad in Moscow bevanse of their
wink ar were vimting i Masow for somes specific tuke and who vere
vonmected with Soviet Armenda for coe rezson oc another Among others,
:!:M'n‘ wis Bichop Barkov and the principal of thy coeds of the Prilagogival
Institule of Yereven. By the same tokem. Melloumov did not hesitate to
try o prevail upon o miber of Saviel esablishments in the capital where
Foung Armenians wene emploved se experts or as civil ssrvants. His effare
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veas disgeted towards the retention of tsese people on their work place cn
April 24, even though that day coineided with & Saturday, Finally, thanks
sr his clote cooperation with the police. the Armenian Ambastader by
way of enercion had sought %o erest o anti-Armenian Wock against the
demnsutrd iors.

It is impoctant tn note bere that it might be superflucns or wnwar-
ranted o vy e mpke o precit dingnosde relative (o thise evenis The
accousits given o pe by the young Armenishs can as much approxmate
pruth &1 one cap expect W epublih ruth under such circumstances. At
they themsclves 1old Melkowmov, znd as they repeated lo me In their
viern 1he negutive owtiiude and manifold efforts of the Amnbassndor were
sndmately Lnked with his concesn to maintein and enbance his pesition.
Any oommemeratios or demunitration with rogord w0 (ke date of Apr::l
24, from Melkowmov's point of view, mipht spell disaster as far &5 his
position was concerned. Hence, notwithstunding his disclaimers, his ob-
joction wasy not only directed npainst the ant-Turkish demonstration bui
against the general spirit of April 24. ) o .

Thir bagc foct revealod itell wll 7te ugly aspects in the wiake nf
the evenss of April 24, As | had mentioned earlier, the Ambassador bhad
promised to nbout 70 students confronting him in his nf.‘."i'irf. o help ar-
range in Mescow o city-wids grest commemoration involving the anui-
vessary of April 24; he in fact had definitely committed himself to this
task. He not cnly &id not keep his sppointment but even went 50 far as
so frutrate the effarte of the sudents wha subsequently wore trymg to
get in touch with him and with his assistant; thus, be severed &ll his tes
with these Mo explanstion asd no effart of excise was offered.

This wpe of decodencs seems o eclipse all other instances of _'.s.ck of
integrity referved 10 previowly, The Mocow .J'Lmbdn?d-:-: of Saviel :ﬁ.r-
memin had tramped upon such principles a5 siate, nation, trust, presuge,
and conscderce—and on w dote like April 24, or that.

Howavir. let us not completely disregard cortain probabilities and the
inidente of ether conditions. A number af suppositions can be brought
forth. For instance one may wander whether he reveived special instruc-
tons in this respect fromm Yerevan. [f, however, he scted on his own Initia-
tive and with his own respomsibility, what immediate objectives was he
pursuing? Was he anxious to prove his communism, or was be trying to
im;:rﬂilupnn the authositiet in the Kremlin the fact of his high level of
devotion o the interests of communism. Perhaps he was apprehendve that,
faithful 1o their Cavcasion traditicns, hot-blooded youths might lose thedr
heads. might be led astrav, and concequemly insult the Turkich govern-
ment, mi;llt subjest the Turkish Embassy 'nu.i!rling to destructive on-
Jaughts and ultimately might dash with the police. In such cases, would
he not be hield responsibile?

One czn likewise speculate that the immediate instructions cane 1o
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him pot from Yersvan bot in the pame of the Ministry of Interior or of
Foreign Affoirs, from Moscow., If this is true, the speotre of intervstung
political games enters the picture. Indeed, if Soviel authonties were defin-
fely opposed to the iden of & demonstrotion as peinted cut earlier, long
before 1t started, they conld essily avert it—either in the Armenian ceme-
tery or even long before that, namely, when the domunstration was in s
planming stage and thus was far more vulmerable to being crushed. It i
therefore conceivable that the authorities were pot much opposed againsd
the demonstratean. On the other hand, i they indeed advised NMelkoumaov
w0 that the lotter might try his best to preven: the demonstration, this
eoulil mgan ambiguity ar two-lacednesx, [n othes wosde, by trving lo
block the demensmation, the authorities might have cherished the hope
of plesming the Turks, while by tecitly eocouraging the seme demon-
strabion, the same auwthorities 8t the same titne might bave let it be kbown
i the Turks thal theee b1 an anp-Terkish element in the Sovigt Union which
# subject 1o the contro] of the state.

It might be worthwhile o perenthetically imject some thoughts re-
garding this possibility of doublestndards, Wiat b the meaning of this
duality? Perhaps that, in & covert way, the Soviets might have been indi-
catng that if they wish s, they could cagse trouble to the Turks and,
if necessary, by magnifying that wouble, create certain threats sgains
Turkoy.

In the keartrenting history of the ozigin and evoluion of the Ar-
meninn guestion, we have often been subjected 1o such diplomatic manipy.
latioms. Even though on a lesser scale and with far lesser opomies. other
smull natiom have equally been kicked aroumd by great and mighty na-
tons in the past. Yeb. circomstances have been apprecizbly mitigaied 3f
oot they did pot reverse themselves twday. Utilizing the present political
and military situstion of the world, with a certain messure of success, a
congerics of small nations are purming schemes of using the grest pa-
1s s B oeana bo their enda.
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We, Armenians, however, stll remain deprived of any similar oppo-
tuniity.  MMorvover, should the Armenism of the Soviet Union rajee
their voice a little higher and make dunands o Moscow, with the same
polivical agiliny, the communist regime can make the Armenians fesl mot
anly the threatening dsadew of Turkey but can el instigote the Azer-
baidisnls 2s well s the Georgians to make territrial end ather claims
sgainst the Armeniang

Consequently, ac things «and pow, the Armeniasns of the Soviet Un-
ion, moee than any other potionality, hove no cheice but w relinguish
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their ideas of reswsting % oppositional or deviows methods in the guest for
watienal fulfillment, and w lean on thke policies of the Seviet Unicn
much as possllo

Soviet Armenians whe are bent on raiiing snd atiaining such nutional
goals which are o1 veriance with this or that policy of the Seviet Tinion.
might at best address themselves to the Kremlin, mot in the cole of &
claimant bt that of & petitioner,

It iz clear then that very little bas changed in the deprissing and
grim choarecter of our national detiny, Wheras history evolves canitantly
for cther mations, offering reforms, opportutities. and hopes, in terms of
forging a national will, of pursuing rights, and of cultivating dresmy and
ideals. however, history remsains and remaine for o an sgoniring refrain

But, preciesly for that reason, we have learned the art of stub-
borness. and the oeed 1o challenge histary has become a collective pathos
for us. Wa tried and we shall continue v5 ry to counterpose o the harsh
and insxoroble eourie of lhisory our awvistic tenacity. and to its fras-
trations our undying bopes. If to become not despaived is o necessary
condition that we remain unconquered in the vortex of forces which demy
the principle of nationality, the resolute will is & much stronger necessary
condition that we sonee oe later sedeem ourselves in terms of sur vital
ohjectives, These includs, the task of overcoming the conditions which are
oppressing w and the task of becaming the master of cur own desting.

It would ke hard to conceive any ofler pation whose history might
be replete with as much sorrow. sacrifice, bitterness, and constant suffering
as it the case with our notonal history. 1t & the sustaimed expericoce of
a harsh destiny which imparts to our national goals a supreme gquality
pod a sacred choregter. We still have wo fulfill cortain national dreams
and yearnings which are tantamount ts boly aspiatboms. The destiny
which we would lke o forge cinmot simply be compored with an
ardinary mational program. A mighty spring invelving supernatural hidden
foeres is pationtly vmiting for that magic moment when, being wound up,
will propel many springs and thereby imfuse mew life into countless
creative channels

The pervasive mativaticns for our national semtiments are oompee-
hepsible only 0 v Becawse, only we had a cataclyemic Golgotha without
i oo esponding resurrecton; only we had indescribable and infernal agon-
ies withoot much relief; and only we endured priceless sacrifices without
roward,

The date of April 24 is the salient symbol of this tragedy: and its
evoration is an asmurance that we hove pot forgotion, that we cannot for-
get. and that we are pecsisting in our determinaticn o vindicate that great
tragedy. in spite of mupnumental obstacles.

The fact that in spite of the mechinations by Melkoumaov, the authosi-
tes in Moseow did nat want, er did not venture 1o bleck the ant. Turkish

%




THE ARMENIAN REVIEW

denmnstration is in itselfl an arch reality. One has to admit after ol thay
presently the Saviets are extremely contons when it oomes applyving
torrcion by police; particularly, when theee i po acule danger threar.
ening w create internal uphezvals o imperilmg the sacurity of the regime.

It soemed o if the Armenian stedents senied and imemessely nppee-
ciated this fact. When they wers raiding the Turkish Embassy. they were
torse and wers even enveloped with amiety, They did not know the fate
that might be threatening them When after the requiem mast for the
second dme they procesded to manch to the sarme Embessy, particularly
aicertain & o whether the Turkish fag was still in a condition of being
lowered, they were flled with infinite joy They were oot fooled: the flag
of the foe hed yielded to the force of Armenian anger and Soviel authuri-
tes did not enly net resist but even assisted in this acoomplishment.

The ensuing elation gave impetis to u pew national feoling on that
cold and rainy day of April 24, After having spent howrs an their fees,
and in o condition of bungsiness, thirstines, and fatigue, they suddenly
had felt animated, When on their way W their Ambassador, in order to
demand an explasstion from him, they mung somgs ringing with a spirit
of nationaliom wuch as, “Mere Haisentk®,

Through their accemplidiment, on Apsil 24 young intellectunls in
Moscow, imbued with the spirit of Armenis, manifested a sublime o,
tude which symbolizes the rock-like endurance and the unexlinguich-
gble patriotism of vor naten. Under the grip of & profound sarmow, Ar-
suenla and Dinspors were fnterrwined angd spiritually fused in this atf.
tudis.

With pride, and from the very bottom of our hearts, we express aur
gratitude so these young men,

FACTS AND FIGURES:

Sovier Armenian Agriculture
Before Collectivization

DR VAHE A. SARAFIAN
Diept. of Hiveer, Suffolk University

OVIET Armenia s an agrcultumal country nE_paur. ]m:::]-wu:til:;.;i
el people, wha strive o survive ine difficult mountainous tl.tr:uu;: | {] ]
of wuch rich, formerly Caucosian Armenian, iaml'-mg oreas as Rars and
Wakhitchevan, Armenia finds itself in the !mummb]n: pesition of having
w provide food for an expanding ].'_htrpl'l.lﬂhnl:l ompressed into an area
which is but a small fragment of Historic Armenia.

Population density i the warious districts of Sm-_*.zl {’i:’l!'u.‘l!lll; per
square Yilameter in about 1627 showed heavy concentrations of population
in the rene fertile sectons.

Taile IX: Population Dergity in
Dictrictr of Sovdet Armaernia
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