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INTERNATIONAL NEWS - INTERNATIONAL NEWS - IN

Large Response for St. Sarkis
Discussion Programs with Hratch
Tehilingirian, Former St. Nersess Rector

LLONDON, England - Recently a seven-week program was
inaugurated here under the auspices of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of England. and organized by the newly
formed Armenian Church Youth Organization of London. The
theme of the program was “The Armenian Church’s Faith and
Its Relevance to Life in Contemporary Society.”

Explaining the purpose of the program, Hratch Tchilingi-
rian. who initiated and led the discussions, said, “This project
is designed to give Armenian youth and young adults an
opportunity to learn about the faith and history of the Armeni-
an Church. the Bible, and contemporary moral and theologi-
cal issues. The format of the program is group discussion and
open forum. rather than a lecture series. The participants are
most encouraged to express their ideas and reflect on some of
the issues that concern all of us.”

The first group discussion was held October 23 and contin-
ued until December 4th. Held on Sundays afler the Divine
Liturgy at St. Sarkis Armenian Church here, the program at-
tracted 53 participants.

At the introduction of the first meeting Archbishop Yeghishe
Gizirian, Primate of England. said: “The Ammenian Church
not only preserved our nation, but it has enriched the life of
our people with her spiritual treasures. We are happy that dis-
cussions such as these are being held to underline their rel-
evance to our daily life. We are also fortunate to have Hraich
Tchilingirian with us for two years, and thank him for under-
taking this project.”

Tchilingirian is a doctoral student in the Sociology Depart-
ment at the London School of Economics. Prior to his move.
he was the rector of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in White
Plains, New York. He is also editor of Window Quarterly
and currently is doing research on the religious ramifications
of the war in Karabagh.

For further ACYO program information, call Fr. Shnork
Baghdassarian, pastor, St. Sarkis Church, at the Armenian Vic-

arage here (071) 937-0152.
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FR. ARAKEL ALJALIAN APPOINTED
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE SEMINARY

Recently, the Board of Directors of the Seminary appointed the Rev. Fr.
Arakel Aljalian as the new Administrator of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary.
This appointment was made in view of the fact that Seminary Rector Hratch
Tchilingirian will be pursuing his Ph.D. studies in London.

Fr. Arakel - a graduate of the Patriarchal Seminary of Jerusalem — began
his theological studies in 1983 at the General Theological Seminary in New
York City and continued at St. Nersess/St. Vladimir's Seminaries. He gradu-
ated in 1989 with a Master of Divinity degree.

Upon his graduation, while a deacon of the Armenian Church, Fr. Arakel
was assigned, Deacon-in-Charge by His Eminence Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, to Holy Resurrection Armenian Apostolic Church in South Mil-

Fr. Arakel Aljalian

Dn. Hratch Tehilingirian

waukee, Wisconsin. He served in this capacity for two years. In 1991, he was
assigned, by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Eastern Diocese of America, to the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs’ in
Bayside, NY, as a Pastoral Assistant.

Besides his pastoral assignments, Fr. Arakel has also studied iconography
and medieval manuscript illumination at the School of Sacred Arts in New
York City. He is currently continuing his research in religious art and
iconography.

Fr. Arakel is married to Natasha of Milwuakee, WI. They both reside on the
campus of the Seminary.

We welcome Fr. Arakel and wish him success in his new position and God-
pleasing service to the Seminary and the Armenian Church.

FAREWELL TO RECTOR HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

This academic year, Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, the Rector of St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary since September 1991, will be on an extended leave to
pursue his doctoral studies at the London School of Economics and Political
Science in England. Dn. Hratch will specialize in Sociology of Religion. He is
agraduate of the Armenian Seminary of Jerusalem (1981); Concordia College,
BA (1984); St. Nersess and St. Vladimir's Seminaries, M. Div. (1987) and
California State University Northridge, MPA (1991). Dn. Hratch is also editor
of Window Quarterly, an independent publication dealing with contemporary
Armenian Church issues.

At a farewell gathering on September 18, the staff, students and friends
of St. Nersess wished Dn. Hratch good luck in his studies and thanked him for
leading the Seminary during the last three years, with dedication, love and

wisdom. Our prayers and best wishes will always be with him.

be three additional studen

The 1994-95 academic year started on September 12, 1994. For the Fall semester thereare four full time
students: Deacon Deron Petoyan, Deacon Dikran Joulfayan, Deacon Hamlet Mehrabian and Arshag
Benlian. This year we also have a special student, Deacon Randy Dagly. In the Spring Semester there will

Arto Argenian, Ara Kadehjian, Raffi Hazarian, Edouard Zakarian,

1994-95 ACADEMIC YEAR

ts. Besides the graduate students there are four diocesan undergraduate students:
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Midwest Armenian Youth Embrace a Challenge

:§'~ By Sonia Derman Harlan

. CH]CAGO. L= ‘se.cond and third gencralion Armenian

Americans have.hyphenaled idenlities, they also have hyphenat
cd cthical values: a blending of the Armenian traditional valucs
taught at heme and church and additional codes of ethics prac-
ticed in mainstream professicnal work-place, ofien with “mixcd-
signals.” As such, the compassion and openness Lhat are chare
acleristics of Armenian living often need to be curtailed as one
enters the work-force; job descriplions, job performance,
advancement opportunitics, interaction with collcagues, etc.,
confront the Armenian American professional every step of the
way, on a daily basis. There are many problems, dilemmas and
choices facing the Armenian professional today.

It is preciscly b of such chall in the work-place
that Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of St. Nerscss
Armenian Seminary has been offering a seminar, called
*Ethical Issues Facing Armenians in the Work-place.” This
workshep has alrcady been offered in six other citics in the
Uniled States and Canada.

On Saturday, March 6, Deacon Tchilingirian brought Lhe
“Ethical Issues” workshop to Lhe Midwes!, In the form of a day-

- long ACYOA Young Adulls Retreat. College sludents and pro-

fessional young-adults with careers in sales, faw, public rela-
tions, medicine, “adverlising, engineering, ctc. from scveral
Midwestern slates -
came togetlier, Held -

Anncnian Church of
Waukegan,  the
relreat was a joint
project between SL
Nersess, ACYOA and -
the . Diocesan
Midwest coordina-
tor’s office. The .
organizers  were
Deacon
Tehilingirian, Kevork
Hagopian, and Mrs.
Sonia Harlan,
according lo their
affiliation with the
Seminary, ACYOA
and Lhe Diocese. .

The retreat had  Dsocon Hratch Tehilingirion during his
four  sessions. Preseniction,
During the first and

The Bible, liturgy, writ-
ings of the Church
Fathers, and the deci-
sions of various
Councils are all part of.
Lhis tradition, Thercflore, ;
the cthical norms of the N <
Church develop in the = =
confext of the communi- | 4
ty that is the coming 3
together of believers for oy
worship and fellow-

ship,” )

On the other hand,

we all know thal it is . o~
this colleclive communi- A A
ty that tesls and chal- 2 r
lenges our Christian
faith conlinuously. *Life
often tempts 2nd contra-

kg S

et \ -

&
a—

dicts our faith: In and Seatsd, liom lafi: Gory 'lopo!i.un, Korino Sawayo, Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelogion, Archbishop Khejag

out of our work-places,

Borsomian, Deacon Hralch Tehilingirion, Rev. Fr, Tavit Boyafian, John Bagdosarion. Standing, from lelt:
Tom Gingosian, Tilda Gircik, Nora Papaz: i

Haig Derderian, Marie B Corol Kozorian, Kovork

some of us are lempted Hogopien, Kai Kozarion, Hag Te

wilth materialism, homo-  |cing Baronion, Deniso B

], A, Ly CPRY )
S!\unl“ yon, Pom , Onnig yon,. .

sexuality, adultery,

+
Domon gla:

Russ Koishian,

fraud, etc. Some of us’

have 1o inflict emb 1, and financially difficult situations

- upon others based on the expeclations/guidelines of our pro-

fessional job description. The list goes on and on - [deally, we
would all be equipped with our Christian code of cthics, and
praclice preventive social life where we do not place oursclves,
in uncthical situations. Bul that is not reality in today’s world,
Precisely because reality imposces morally difficult choices upon
us, we need Lo tum to our Christian cthical guidclines Lo mini
mize damage lo our spirilual growth.”

During the retreal’s second session, two scenarios were dis
cussed, [ became clear lo every parlicipant thal by being cthi-
cally unsound, a person simply hurts himsell - loses something
of his identily ... There was agreement that the concept of
“damage control” is applicable to a person’s spirilual and ethi-
cal life: It is a prevenlive measure; and, as such, it must come
from the teachings of the Church, The role of a priest, or a
“Chrislian friend” to advise and pray for the sinner lo reeslab-
tish his communion with Cod, is also “damagie control”

Indeed, Deacon Tchilingirian pointed out thal for us
Armenians, the amount of moral strength we can derive from
our Church is in direct proparlion lo the extent to which we
are willing lo participate in ils life of worship and service,
Worship (*Araroghootyoun”) refers to the common work, com-

sccond sessions,

Deacon Tehilingjrian lectured about *Sources of Ethics in the
Armenian.church,” followed by a discussion. After lunch, the
third session was in the form of a smaller group activily where
“case studies” of hypothetical scenarios were discussed.. Rev.
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Pastor of St Mesrob parish in Racine,
WI, was partially in charge of this session. The fourth scssion
was 2 group discussion on cthical issucs that had come up in
the previous three sessions. After dinner, Rev, Fr, Tavit
Boyajian, Pastor of St John Armenian Church in Greenficld,
W1, conducled a Bible Study on the topics, “The Parable of the
Shrewd Manager” and “The Rich Man and Lazarus.”

Deacon Tchilingirian's presentation focused on the difficul
lics of living in an increasingly secular and pluralistic socicty.
He briefly spoke about the shifling chain of command in the
work-place: How cven lower management employees are

d to help with cthically difficult policy decisions; how
pressures of problem handling and solving in the work-place
are becoming exlremely dmlk-ngmn, Oﬁcn, mallcrs are further

licated by unreliable inter ", and unre-
alistic expeclalions from :o-workcrs or supceriors in the work.
place. Therefore, it has become increasingly more critical for
cach one of us to clearly identify the sources of our cthical val-
ues: If Lhe sources are clear, it is easier to stay on track, no mat-
ter how vast the spectrum of Lhe cholces we are confronted
with in our m—ofmmnal and private lives.

"The & d the i ( of tamzlianzing our-
sclves mlh the teachings of the Armenian Church, “These
feachings should be Lthe source of our cthical values,” he
stressed. “Knowing the doctrines of the Church, leaming about
the lives of the saints, appreciating the various expressions of
our faith, participating in the liturgical life of the Church - all
could provide guidance to us. Indeed, these are all organically
Interconnected elements which guide our cthical behavior and
enhance our relationship with God. And this is a lifedong com-
milment.”

So where should our inquiry begin? According to the speak-
er, “Ethical sources of the Ammenian Chusch ‘are based on the
tradition of the Church called Avantutyun, Tradition s the
ongoing life of the Church from the time of Christ unlil today.

mon experience of the faithful. Therelore, it must be under-

stood Lhal the Divine Lilurgy provides us the opportunily to -

share Lhe faith, Thus, worship is the living expression of the

faith practiced over and over again’ weekly, daily. Communal ** g

worship is the mosl crucial dynamic in strengthening our ethi
cal sources, our ethical traditions, our cthical behavior. In
short, communal worship is the true life of the church.

Hislorically, in a given Armenian village, the church had
always been the center of daily life. Anmenians were Laught hat
participating in the faith of the communily was more important
than knowing about it They were laught to follow what Christ
said: “You must lose yoursell in order lo find yoursell.” In
olher words, a Christian must experience togetherness in order
to find his truc path, his sahation,

Then and today, church life for laymen can be lhe equivalent -

of a "support group® expericnce, For Lhe villager whose crop
failed, another v-'as there to hclp Today, mainslream Armcnmn
Ameri t and arc i i dcpriw
ing themselves of this communal exist Inouri i

This highly successful ACYOA retrcat accomplished several.
things. Firsy, all participants had a chance to scrutinize their
cthical values, Second, the daylong dialogue served as training
for young adults who are involved or are about to enter inlo

Ratrcot p

parish lcadership. Finally, everyone had a good time.

Organizers-and participants were honored also wilh the pres-
ence of Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, the Primate, who was in
the Midwesl region for his scven-parish mission tour, and chose
1o spend Saturday al the relreat.

The relreat was made possible by funds rwcivcd from nine
benefaclor families of the region: Mr. and Mrs. Mark Akgulian,
Dr. and Mrs, Ara Dumanian, Mr, and Mrs. Kegham Giragosian,
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard Goshgarian, Dr. and Mrs. Raffy

tic socicly, career is becoming the focus of people’s tives. When
one is hitling a rocky road in his career, he Is finding Ionchncss
and depression hard to battle,by himsclf, On the
other hand, if he had been able to identify and
mainkin other sources of vision in his life as a
praélicing Armenian Chrislian, the devastating
traumas resulling from carcer and family fatlures
could be minimized.

Annth rtant problem in
life is the lack of role  models. Fewer and fm:r
parcnts, for whatever reasons, are succeeding in
becoming rele models for their offspring; it is just
as hard to find people to emulate in school or in
the work-place. Again, we can lum to Lhe life of
the Church to find contemporary role models.
Cleric or lay, the formula for a lcader is the same:
By choosing Chrisl as our role mode); by asking
oursclves, “How can 1 be perfect in my relalion . |- .
ship with God. How do 1 reflect each word of Cod -
in everything I do?® Our saints were/are our role

“and Mrs. Creg Srablan,

Dr. and Mrs. Vahe Karachorlu, Mr. and Mrs.
'l'homu Kooyumjian, Mr. and Mrs. Armand Mmjanian. and Mr.

models. Each one of us has the polential to be a

saint of the Church. .

. e tormvp——yes s
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Armenian Professionals in a Hye-phenated America

have hyphenated identities, they also have hyphen-

‘ated ethical values: A blending of the Armenian tra-
ditional values taught at home and in church, and the
codes of ethics practiced in mainstream professnonal work-
place, often with “mixed signals™. As such,

:[l second and third generation Armenian-Americans

By Sonia D. Harlan

our professional and private lives.” He added:“We don't
learn ethics in one place, like a class; it does not happen in
just one part of your life; it is a life-long process.”

In stressing the need to be familiar with the Armenian
Church's teachings, Deacon Hratch noted that “these

the compassion and openness that are char-
acteristics of Armenian living often need to
be curtailed as one enters the work-force.
Job descriptions, job performance, advance-
ment opportunities, interaction with col-
leagues and so on confront the Armenian-
American professional every step of the
way, on a daily basis. There arc many prob-
lems, dilemmas and choices facing the
Armenian profess:onal today.

Itis prec;sely in response to these chal— Deacon Hratch Tchitingirian

lenges in the work-place that Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of the St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary, has been offering a seminar to young profes-
sional. Entitled “Ethical Issues Facing Armenians in the
Work-place”, this workshop has already been conducted
and well-received in six other citics in the United States
and Canada.

In March, Deacon Hratch brought an “Ethical Issues”
workshop to the Midwest in the format of a day-long
ACYOA young adults retreat. College students and young
professionals from the fields of sales, law, public relations,
medicine, advertising, engineering, etc. came from several
Midwestern states. The program was jointly sponsored by
the St.Nersess Seminary, the ACYOA and the Diocesan
Midwest Coordinators office, and hosted by the St. George
Armenian Church of Waukegan, IL.

Deacon Hratch lectured on “Sources of Ethics in the
Armenian Church”, and the lecture was followed by dis-
cussions. Several discussion break-out groups addressed
ethical “case studies” in other sessions. Fr. Yeprem
Kelegian, pastor of the St. Mesrob Armenian Church of
Racine, WI assisted in leading discussion groups. Fr. Tavit
Boyajian, pastor of the St. John Armenian Church of
Greenfield, WI conducted a Bible study during a later ses-
sion on “The Parable of the Shrewd Manager” and “The
Rich Man and Lazarus”,

Focusing on the difficulties of living in an increasingly -

secular and pluralistic society, Deacon Hratch addressed
the shifting chain of command in the work-place, the
dilemmas of ethically difficult policy decisions and pres-
sures of problem-solving. He emphasized the critical need
for each of us to identify the sources of our ethical values.
“If the sources are clear, it is easier to stay on track, no
matter how vast the spectrum of choices we face in both

teachings should be the source of our values. Knowing the
doctrines of the Church, learning about the lives of the
saints, appreciating the expressions of our faith and partic-
ipating in the liturgical life of the church all could provide
guidance to us. These elements are all organically connect-
ed and guide our ethical behavior and enhance our rela-
tionship with God."

So where should our inquiry begin? According to
Deacon Hratch, “cthical sources in the Armenian Church
are based on the Tradition of the Church called
‘Avantutyun’. Tradition is the ongoing life of the Church
from the time of Christ until today. The Bible, the Liturgy,
writings of the Church Fathers and the decisions of the var-
ious Councils are all part of this Tradition. The ethical
norms of the Church_develop in the context of the commu-
nity that is the coming together of believers for worship
and fellowship.”

“It is this collective community that tests and challenges
our Christian faith continuously. Life often tempts and con-
tradicts our faith; in and out of the work-place we are
tempted with materialism, homosexuality, adultery and
fraud. Some of us have to inflict embarrassment and finan-
cial difficulties upon others because of the
expectations/guidelines of our jobz. Ideally, we would all

be equipped with our Christian code of ethics and practice:

preventive social life where we would not place ourselves
in unethical situations. But that is not today’s reality.
Precisely because reality imposes difficult choices upon
us, we need to turn to our Christian ethical guidelines to
minimize the damage to our spiritual growth,

Later retreat discussions evidenced the notion that by
being ethically unsound, a person simply hurts himscif
and loses a part of his identity. Preventive measures must

In our z’ndividu-alistic soclety, careers are
becoming the focus of people’s lives. When
one bits a rocky road or a JSailure in bis
career, the accompanying loneliness and

depression is bard to battle alone.

come from the teachings of the Church. The role of the
priest, or a “Christian friend”, to advise and pray for the
sinner to reestablish his communion with God, is also a
form of “damage control™.

“The amount of moral suengm we can derive from our
Church is in direct proportion to the
extent we are willing to participate in a
life of worship and service,” Deacon
Hratch suggested. “The Divine Liturgy
provides us the opportunity to share the
faith; it is the living expression of the faith
practiced over and over each week.
Communal worship is the most crucial
dynamic in strengthening our ethical
sources, traditions and behavior.
Communal worship is the true life of the
Church.”

Historically, in a given Armenian vil-
lage, the church has always been the center of daily life.
Then and today, Church life for laymen can be the equiva-
lent of a “support group” experience. For the villager
whose crop failed, another was there to help. Today,
mainstream Armenian-American urbanites and suburban-
ites deprive themselves of this communal existence. In our
individualistic society, careers are becoming the focus of
people’s lives. When one hits a rocky road or a failure in
his career, the accompanying loneliness and depression is
hard to battle alone. The ability to identify and maintain
other sources of vision in one’s life as a practicing
Armenian Christian could minimize the devastating trauma
resulting from career and family failures.

The seminar also stressed another important problem,
in contemporary life: the lack of role models. Fewer and
fewer parents, for whatever reasons, are succeeding in
becoming role models for their children; it is equally diffi-
cult to find people to emulate in their schools or in their
work-place. We can turn to the life of the Church to find
contemporary role models. Cleric or lay, the formula for a
leader or role model is the same: By choosing Christ as our
role model, by asking ourselves how we can be more per-
fect in our relationship with God, and by pondering
whether we reflect each word of God in the things we do,
we come closer to being role models and fulfilling our-
selves as potential saints of the church.

This innovative, effective ACYOA retreat was made
possible by funds received from nine benefactor families
of the region: Mr. & Mrs. Kegham Giragosian, Dr. & Mrs.
Gerard Goshgarian, Dr. & Mrs, Raffy Hovanessian, Dr. &
Mrs. Vahe Karachorlu, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kooyumjian, Mr.
& Mrs. Armand Mirijanian and Mr. & Mrs. Greg Srabian.
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Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian speakmg. Seated from .. Medical Scrvrces. Very Rev. Hargazour) NaJanan
lel‘r are: Regina, Ohaman, AGBU rrector ol ;Vrcar(}eneral :md anatc Abp Khajag Barsamran

A~ -.,.; DiSCu'ssed 3‘\ v ,.' ;

A o ST RN

et - O PR T

-NEW YORK Twenty scven clenca.l and com- jmany necds of both young. old and rntergenera-
" munity, leaders, parucrpated in a Task Eorce meet- - tional,* “The . Church should ‘also .examine how,;

* ing, sponsored ‘by the Diocese of the’ Armeman,,. other ¢ thnic churches are. dealmg wnh thesc prob
Church of America,” on, Saturday February, 20, .’ Icms the participants cmphasrzed. - - apeen '

- h(urgy. S

' The purpose’of this historic gathering was to dis-- S
cuss the nature of the Armenian Church currently.
andreﬂectomdeas for its future path... ... .
- Archbishep Khajag Barsamian, anate of rhe
Armenian - Diocese, in his opening remarks, " ex-,
plar.ned how, this fusr~cver gathenng was to 0bjcC~~
" tively” $vauate both the strengths and’ wcaknesses
and 1o help define the future of the Church.. The
“focus .of the: participants < “Worship, Armenian

» Christian- [dentity, < Moral-- and - Ethical - Issues.m«-

. Church and Politics, and the Mission of the Church;
will serve as a basis for future meetings of the Task:~
Force the clergy and the entire Church at largc in
the coming months. ..

2In the last three years we have seen the Ilbera-
tion of our homeland and the establishment of the
independent Republic of Armenia; We must now
look at the mission of our Church with the same »
..new eyes that have witnessed change-and see.op-
ponumry in, the fulure,".. -the 'Primate. stated, .

HEAI.TH DISCUSSION OF Vl’l‘AL ISSUES.
* Throughout the all-day meeting, several chal-
lcngmg questions confronting the Church today -
were openly and candidly discussed, They includ-
- ed whether the mode of worship was satisfying the .
" diverse needs .of .the people so that they could un-;
; derstand, become involved ‘and participate In_ ll’wt
- services; how.to make the liturgy understandable |
and interesting to the faithful; whether the Iengrh
+ of the liturgy. and its language should be changed; .
as well as: lookmg into allcrnauve forms of the

« It was agreed rhat a’ clear dnﬁninon .of ‘the
Church‘s dogma, rights, tradmons as, wel.l as rts re]
gious mission is essential. ’ e .
{ There: was also- a strong consensus fo better.
-.trained clergy, both in the Church's teachings as.
- well as.in counseling, their participation in minis-.
-.terial groups and their contact with clergy from .
other churches. 1t was emphasrzcd that the Armen-
:;ian community should play a major role in encour- .
aging. more students to study at St. Nersess Scmr-

e

'.Awas also, stressed, with a definite need for- the, .

... Church’to make a clear stand on the thomy moral s
issues of the American society. If the Church is to7'
.. remain relevant and alive. it should bein the forc-h

Cen et .

Yaghlran. . $ it o ot |

- Also discussed was the need 10 defmc the’ rolc :
and rclauonshrp “of, the.. Church in the, Umtcd
. States with Armenia-jts rcsponsrbrhly 10 estabhsh ,
and communicate stands on elhlcal Jissues o Ar-,
menia which is faced with cver-rncreasmg problems

,‘o[ dnnkrng, abomon, extra-mamal affalrs, child,
abuse, suicide, drugs, pomography, in aqdruon lo,
its problems of daily.survival. . . .
FUTURE TASK FORCE MEETINGS 5
This first-ever gathering of clergy, scholars, and
community leaders. will again be: meeting in. ,the,,
“near futire to continue, the discussions on. these vi-
.tal topics. Among the clergy participating.in the...
Fcbruary mecting were Very Rev, Haigazoun Najar-.
ian, Vicar General; Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian,
Chanccllor; Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian; pastor of St.
James  Armenian Church, Hartford, Connecticut;.
».Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rec(or of St. Nersess,
Armcman Seminary, New Rochelle, NY; and, Dea-
con Norman Odabashian, Deacon-m-Chargc of 5t.
Gregory of Narek’Armenian Church Cleveland
;Ohio. . - P (l-.-.,. PaT

Scholars who_took part in'the gathcrmgmclud-
ed Dr. Pergrouhy Svajian, psychologist; Dr. Kevork
Barda.kpan Marie Manoogian Professor-of Armen--
ian Language and Literature: at: the. University of
Michrgan' Dr. Barbara Merguerian,:Professor of.r
History {at +Tufts University, Medford,.MA;" Dr.y
Helen Hanesian, Columbia University, Medical Cen-_
ter, NY; Dr. Anny Bakalian, sociologist at Umvcr-.
sity of Notre Dame, Baltimare, MD; Dr. - Abraham l
Terian, A.ndrews Umversxty. ML, ,and,,Dr Nevaml

i uid YR

-\»Community Jeaders,. included Ara Ka]aydjran,¢

- Editor,:. Armehian MIrror-Spectalor MA; Yeznig.
" Stmon** Balian; {Holy . Martyrs’ . Amenian - Day

School PﬁncrpalZarmme Boghosian; Regina Ohan
-lan; AGBU Director of Medical Services; in Armcn- .
ia; Yeretzgin Srrarpi AyvaZian, St. Mary. Armenian.
Churck, Livingston, NJ; publisher,and consultant ;
Michael Kermian; Kcrth Muhlcman,.~Droccse De-,;;

(o

. velopment Drrcctor. Corinne Hedntsxan, .a, formcr‘ "

_ Foreign Services; Officer with. USIA busmesman "

onary, v N AR NITA LMarun Cho!akran Detroit, MI;. fmancrcr Grchar--
i 4 The non- spimual or sccular rolc of-the, Church

scghran ‘NY; Doug Tashjian, former-ACYOA Exe- '
cutive Sccretary. Steve Sarkisian, developer of Dio-
Jcese . Youth Ministry Department; educato; Ara
Ishkanian,” Hudson; Valley, lrvmglon NY; Leven
. Altiparmakian, active member. St. Thomas'Armen-



3

-3

3

Fmv;

o

3

MARCH 13, 1993

THE ARMENIAN:REPORTER INT'L. . . . ¢

~ PAGE 15

large in the coming months.

- Meeting at. Dlocese Discusses Future of Arm. Church :

""NEW-YORK, NY.- Twen-
ly-scvcn clericaland oommunity,_
leaders participated in'a Task
Force meeting, sponsored by
the Diocese of the Armenian .
Church of America, on Satur-
day, February 20. The purpose.
of this historic gathering was (o
discuss the nature of the Arme-
nian Church currently, and re-
Mect on ideas for its future
path.

ArchbishopKhajag Barsam-
ian, Primate of the Armenian
Diocese, in his opening re-
marks, cxplaincd how this first-—-
cver gathering was to objective-
ly cval both the gths
and weaknesses, and 1o help
define the (uture of the Church.
The focus of the participants -- -
*Worship, Armenian Christian
Identity, Moral and Ethjcal Is-
sucs, Church and Politics, and
the Mission of the Church,” will
serve as a basis for future mect-
ings of the Task Force, the cler-
gy, and- the cntire Church at

"*In the [ast three years we
have seen the liberation of our
homeland- and the establish-
ment of the independent Re-
public of Armenia. We must
now look at the mission of our
Church with the same new cyes

addresses special meeting held at Diocese last month. Among

“been

 The Diocese Fund of

Armema s.Recovery

ends More Butter to. Armema

By Aleen Toroyan..
NEW YORK, NY - Thc

" Diocesan Fund for Armenia's

Recovery (DFAR) . office:, in
Yercvan - has- been - extremely

% busy with the arrival of 3,000

metric tons of buller (cquiva--
lent of 6.6 million pounds)
donaled by the Uniled States

of Agriculiure (USDA)

*For the past three weeks,

plancs have been landing cvery
day at Yerevan's airport bring-
ing in tons and tons of butier.
1 and a group of specially
traincd local voluntcers have
g the daily ship-

lho:e in attendance were (l. to r.) Regina Ohanian, Vicar Gen.

ig Najarian, and the Prit

length of the liturgy and ils
language should be changed; as
well as looking into alternative
forms of the liturgy. -

It was agreed that a clear
definition of the Church’s dog-
ma, rights, and traditions, as

+. well as its religious mission, is

cssentfal. There was also"a
strong consensus for better
traincd clergy, both in the Chu-
rch’s teachings as well as in
counscling, their participation
in ministerial groups and their

conlacl with clergy from olhcr .
h  is this that will keep the Arme-

h It was

that have witnessed ch and
sec opportunity in, the | Iulurc.
the Primate stated.’ .

* Emphasizing’:_ the! impor-.
tance for the Digcese to keep, -
up with the cver changing dif-
ferent needs of the Armenians
in America; he said, "We must;’
objectively  evaluate : our.,
strengths and wcakncsss, s0
that we might be more respon-
sive as Ieaders to the needs of |
our people both, here in the'
United States and i Armenia,”
HEALTI{Y DISCUSSION OF

VITAL ISSUES

Throughout the all-day
meeting, scveral challenging
qucstions  confronting . the
Church today were openly and
candidlydiscussed. Theyinclud-
od whether the mode of wor-
ship was salisfying the diverse

needs of the people, so that .*

they could understand, become
involved and participate in the
scrvices; how to make the litur- .
gy understandablc and interest-

ing to the l‘anlhl‘ul whclhcr the .

that the Armenian cox‘nmumly

should play a major role in -

,cncouraging more students to
s!udy at St. Nerscss Seminary.
* The non-spiritual or secular

tole of the Church was also -
*stressed, with . a. definite need:

for the Church to make a clear
*stand on the thorny moral is-
sucs of the American society. If
the Church Is 1o remain rele-
vant'and alive,' it “should be in
the forcfront with creative,
well-articulated answers to the
cthical dilcmmas, as well as
give dircction  to thc many
needs of both young, old and
intergencrational. The Church
should also cxamine how other
cthnic churches arc dcaling
with these problems, the partic-
ipants cmphusized.

to define the role and relation-
ship of the Church in the Unit-
cd Stales with Armenia - its
_ responsiblility to establish and

communicate stands on cthical

- another, but listen as well. This';

. We have a common source {0

Also discussed was the need  Ar

, Abp. Khajag Barsamian.

issues -to Armenia which is’
faced with ever-increasing prob-;
lems of drinking, abortion,
extra-marital - affairs, child.:
abuse, suicide, drugs, and por:
nography, In addition’ to. its
problems of daily survival.
Concluding the’ historic.’
meeting, the. Primate” slalcd“
*We must not just talk to onc:

is the nature of communication.

both our support and our criti-’ ;
cism — the Armenian heart, It

nian Church a living Church.” ..
FUTURE TASK FORCE ~
MEETINGS .

* This first-cver gathering of .

clergy, scholars, and communily, -

Icaders will again be mectingin .

the near future to continue the -
discussions on these vital top-'y;
fes. Among the clergy partici-:.-
pating in the Fcbruary meeting
were - Very :Rev.  Halgazoun.

. Najarian, Vicar General; Rev,

Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Chan- -
cellor; Rev. Fr. Yeprem Keleg-
ian, pastor of St James Arme-
nian Church, Hartford, Con-
necticut; Deacon Hratch Tchil-
ingirian, Rector of St. Nersess,
Armenian Scminary, New Ro-
chelle, NY; and Deacon Nor- -
man Odabashian, Dcacon-in-
Charge of St. Gregory of Narck
jan Church, Cl .,

OH.
Scholars who took part in

‘the gathering Included Dr. Per-

grouhy Svajlan, psychologist;
Continued on page 22

" zian, the On-Site Coordinator

ments at the airport to cnsure
a smooth unloading and (o
transport the buucr to 3 special
warchouse,” said Lairéns Ayva-

in Yercvan, "The total shipment
ll take 85. plancloads. ]

'Transporlmg “butter™ (0.
Armenia“ has to be’ a’ well-.
planm:d and thought-outopcera-.
tion," says - Ared - Bulbul]ian.
. General Manager of DFAR in-
New York. "There are logistical
ifficultics” -- butter must be
- kept in a refrigerated container
~during shipping, and once it has
reached port it must be trans-:
ferred to a zero-degree Fahren-
heit warchouse. Loading and

" unloading has 10 be donc clfi-

cicntly and quickly 1o avotd any
spoilage.” .1iis e

Once this shlpmcnl is com-_
pleted, DFAR will start sending’
another 7,200° metric "tons of |
butter - bringing the  total’

~amount of butier to be sent (o

Armenia in 1993 up to 10,200
tons. This is cquivalent Lo Tou-
ghly 90 million sticks of butter
(as sold in supcrmarkets in the
U.S.) or 25 sticks for every man
woman and child in Armcnia,

Despite the plancloads of
butter that have been arriving
cvery day, the demand for it
continucs. In the West, butter
has come to be associated with
cholesterol and expanding wai-

stlincs, and 10,200 tons might
inconceivable, -
. amount of butier. Howcvcr,
. with the lack of other oil, but-

scem  like "an

ter is a staple in Acmenia. Dur-
ing normal conditions butter

- consumption averages 2 3/4 Ibs.

per person per month. As an
officlal - commented, - “Pcople
here know that there’s a food -
crisis if thcy can’t find butter.”

.With the [reczing temperaturcs

of this ycar's winter, butter is
an important source of cnergy,
vxlal to survmng in the cold.

Peter Khanbeglan ‘Donates’ 250

* NEW YORK, NY"-“The
Diocesan-Fund [or-Armenia's
.Recovery (DFAR) has reccived
a donation of 250 copies of,
Garvong (The Cranc) [rom Mr.
Peter Khanbegian, author, and
Ms..Jean Khanbegian 10” be
sold at the St. Vartan :Book-
store. "DFAR thanks the cou-
ple for their support. It's be-
causc of our donors, fricnds

Coples of "Garoongo the: DFAR‘T:.

and voluntecrs, and their sup- ¥1°

port and cncouragement that

DFAR has cmerged as one of K

the leading Armenian rclicf aid
organizations,” said Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primate of
the Diocese of the Armcenian
Church of America..r.* %%t/

Garoong (The Crane) is the
saga of an Armcnian - (amily::
covering  three. gencrations, .
ranging from Armenia in the -

. early 1900's 10- America's.col-,’

lege campus activism of* lhc
sixtics. "We Armenians have so
many books about the Geno-
cide. 1 think writing a novel

- and, through it, fecding histori-

cal, cultural and traditional
information to the rcader is a
good way to introduce our his-
tory and customs to ‘odars’,’
said Mr. Khanbegian.

* The 462-page hard-cover
book is fascinating and casy to
rcad. It is a novel covering
universal themes such as hatred
and love, revenge and forgive-
ness and, through [t all, giving
the history and culture of the

‘Jacket cover of new novel telling
saga of Armenian family.

Armenian pcoplc. .

~*1 am writing a soqncl to
Garoong. I alrcady have seven
chapters. It is based around the
characters of Lahce, third-gen-
cration’ Armeniun, and Kara-
mine, an Armenian fricnd who
he mcets'in college. I will be
covering the 1988 carthquake
and the Karabagh issue in the
sequcl,” said the author.

To buy your copy of this
fascinating novel which sells for
$18.95, visit St. Vartan Book-
store at 630 Sccond Avenuc in
New York City, All proceeds
will be uscd for relicf programs
for Armenia.

Check The Calendarn Of Goming Events
7o Sce What's Happening
Dn Yoon snca
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 DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF CANADA ~

THE APOSTLE
OF ST. NERSESS

A tribute to Rector Hratch Tchilingirian

NEVER BEFORE HAS THE ARMENIAN
Church ever been in the dire
need of a missionary spirit as she
has at the present time. Both
in Armenia and the Diaspora we
have a number of young clergy,
though few they may be, who feel
deep in their souls the urge in-
spired by their forefathers to re-
establish the Armenian church
in her apostolic mission. Among
these dedicated servants there
is one prominent figure, Dn.
Hratch Tchilingirian, the Rector
of St. Nersess Seminary, who has
been working tirelessly since two
years to bring the Seminary to
the attention and consciousness
of the parishes and to dissemi-
nate the Word of God. A gradu-
ate of the seminaries of Jerusa-
lem and St. Nersess, Dn. Hratch
Tchilingirian has pursued his
education in North America and
has devoted himself now, in con-
scientious and wholehearted
dedication, to the task of sowing
the seeds of a spiritual revival in
communities where the dyna-
mism of faith had long since van-
ished.

He is the apostle of St.
Nersess, imbued with vision, who
preaches with the anxdeties of the

future and speaks for the press-
ing need of clergy: well-educated
and consecrated clergy, who
would be able to inspire the com-
munities entrusted to their care
with the power of a living faith.
Dn. Tchilingirian's aim is to make
the St. Nersess Seminary a heart
where Armenian spiritual life
would be rekindled in North
America, and to provide a firm ba-
sis upon which the Church will
rest unshaken. In order to keep
the entire organism of the Church
healthy, he even expects and en-
courages, with faith and farsight-
edness, the full participation of
the laity in the life of the Church,
because the mission of the Arme-
nian Church is not resolved ex-
clusively to the clergy; hence, each
layman or laywoman is to perform
just as much according to his or
her abilities.

Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian,
the apostle of St. Nersess, en-
dowed with theological education
and administrative skills, embod-
ies in himself the spirit of mod-
ern times, firmly anchored at the
same time on the faith of our fa-
thers. Filled with the ardor of
faith, renewed with vigor and
armed with many ideas, he car-

ries the message of St. Nersess from
community to community and raises
awareness of the unique mission of
the Armenian Church.

Within the past two years
(1991-1993) he has organized more
than twenty well-planned and long-
range projects to aid the spiritual re-
vival, which already have left their
impact on the three Diocese of North
America. Since its founding, the
Seminary has never been so visible
in our communities. Some of these
projects, besides the academic pro-
gram of the Seminary are: a) Pro-
grams for the training or retaining
of acolytes and Dn.s; b) Preparation
of seminars and conferences for
churches; c) A spiritual mission to
Armenia for young people; d) Estab-
lishment of theological lecture se-
ries; €) Organizing symposia for pro-
fessionals; f) Religious publications;
ete.

The last but not least, was a
fifteen-city tour conducted in the
summer of 1993 which, as a unique
project of its kind, gave Dn. Tchilin-
girian the opportunity to promote
the mission of St. Nersess Seminary;
in fact, it is none other than the mis-
sion of the Church, which comprises
as its principal aim the training of
priests. In this noble work the Dn.
surely needs the encouragement
and the cooperation of the Primates
and the entire lay community as
well.

In order to reaffirm her mis-
sion, the Armenian Apostolic
Church needs dedicated and consci-
entious young clergymen. And, in-
deed, we are thankful to God that
in these days one such person has
come forward, with a bright vision
and a consecrated heart: Hratch
Tchilingirian, the apostle of St.
Nersess.

Prayerfully,
ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN
DERDERIAN
Primate, Diocese of the
Armenian Church of Canada

Montréal - No. 93.464




St. Nersess Summer Studies and Programsl

NEW ROCHELLE, NY - This year, St.
Nersess Summer-Studies and Programs started
with a Deacons’. Conference, during the week-
end of July 8:10. There were programs held
throughout the summcr, bolh in New York and
California.” - :

The Deacons Confcrence is part of the St.
Nersess Liturgical Institute, devoted to provid-
ing creative ‘educational opportunities for dea-
cons, altar'servers, acolytes and others who are
-interested:in the liturgy of the Armenian
Church. The theme of the Conference this year
is “The Role’ of the Deacon in the Ministry of
. the Church.” Therc will be an Acolyte Training
"Program in Cahforma July 24-30, at the
" Western Diocese’s Summer Camp in Dunlap,
near Fresno. ‘A’ combined Deacons Training
and Acolyte Training Program’ will take place
August 26-28 in Costa Mesa, CA at St. Mary’
.-Armenian Church.

At the Semmary m ‘New Rochelle, two
Summer Courses will be offered for two weeks,

which will include courses in liturgical theology
and Biblical studies. The courses are offered to

college and graduate students, as well as to

married students who cannot attend classes at
St. Nersess during the regular semesters. The
instructors for the courses are the Rev. Fr.
Arshen Aivazian, an expert in the field of

.Armenian liturgics and Dr. Joseph Alexanian,

an associate professor of Biblical Studies at the
Trinity College in Deerfield, IL. For over two
decades, Dr. Alexanian has rescarched and writ-
ten extensively on the Armenian New
Testament in professional and academic publi-
cations.

This summer, the St. Nerscss Mission ‘will
take place August 16-23. The Mission team will
visit Erie, PA; Cleveland, Columbus, Toledo,
OH; Detroit, MI and Windsor, Ont. In cach city,
the team will visit the Armenian communities,
conduct services and fellowships, home visita-

_ lions, Bible studies, youth discussions and pro-

grams. Mission members will stay with

Armenian families in the respective cities. “The .-
purpose of the Mission is to participate in the
ministry of the Armenian Church in a real life
cxperience,” explained Seminary Rector Hratch
Tchilingirian. “This year our -Mission will be a
special one because we will visit the Armenian
refugees from Baku who have settled in Erie,
PA, numbering about one hundred. There isn't -
any Armenian Church or organized community -*
there, so the Mission will also provide an °
opportunity for them to come together. It is -
our hope that this will be the catalyst for the
formation of a future community,” said Rector
'I‘clulmgman )

All St. Nersess programs are open to the
public, especially the youth. More information
and details can be obtained by contacting the -
Seminary at (914) 636-2003 or by writing to St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton
Road, New Rochelle, NY 10804. In California,
call Western Diocese dircctor of Youth Ministry
at (818) 683-1199.
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.Studies and Programs

NEW ROCHELLE, NY - _This year, the St. Nersess Sum-
mer Studles and Programs will start with a Deacons’ Confer-
ence, “during the weekend of July 8-10. There are programs that
will be held throughout the summer, both in New York and
California. .

The Deacons Conference is part of the St. Nersess L1tur°1cal
Institute, devoted to providing creative educational opportuni-
ties for deacons, altar servers, acolytes and others who are in-
terested in the liturgy of the Armenian Church. The theme of
the Conference this year is “The Role of the Deacon in the
Ministry of the Church.” There will be an Acolyte Training
Program in California from July 24-30, at the Western Diocese’s
Summer Camp in Dunlap, near Fresno. A combined Deacons
Training and Acolyte Training Program will take place from
August 26-28 in Costa Mesa, CA; at St. Mary Armenian Church.

At the Seminary in New Rochelle, two Summer Courses will.
be offered, for two weeks, which will include courses in litur-
gical theology and Biblical studies. The courses are offered to
college and graduate students, as well as to married students
who cannot attend classes at St. Nersess during the regular se-
mesters. The instructors for the courses are the Rev. Fr. Arshen
Alvazian, an expert in the field of Armenian liturgics, and Dr.
Joseph Alexanian, an Associate Professor of Biblical Studies
at the Trinity College in Deerfield, IL. For over two decades,
Dr. Alexaman has researched and written extenswely on the
Armenian New Testament in professional and academic publi-
cations.

This summer, the St. Nersess Mission will take place from
August 16-23. The Mission team will visit Erie, PA; Cleve-
tand, Columbus, Toledo, OH; Detroit, MI and Windsor, Ont.’
In each city, the team will visit the Armenian communities,
conduct services and fe]lowships home visitations, Bible stud-
ies, youth discussions and proorams Mission members will stay
with Armenian families in the respective ‘cities. “The purpose
of the Mission is to participate in the ministry ofthe Armenian
Church in a real-life experience, explamed Semmary Rector
Hratch Tcehilingirian. “This year our Mission will be a specxal
one_ because we wi ylslt the Armeman refugees from Baku
who have settled “Erie; PA numbenng about ofie “hiindred.”

There isn’t any: Anneman Church or orgamzed community
there, so the Mission W|ll also prov1de an opportunity for them
tocome together Ttis our hope that this will be the catalyst for
the formation of a future commumty,” said Rector Tchllmgman

~All St. Nersess programs are open to the public, especnally
the youth “More information and details could be obtained by
contacting the Seminary at (914) 636-2003 or by writing to St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton Road, New Roch-
elle, NY. 10804 In California, call Western DIOCESC Director
of Youth Mlmstry at (81 8) 683-1 199.

'~ St; Nersess Summer =" -

[P
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Donald and Lorna Mlller. Vome of the Genoclde Survwors

NEW ROCHELLE NY -
Dopald E: Mlllcr and Lorna -

the Armcman Genogcide (Unl-
versity of California Press, 1993)
-~ asa, husband and-wife . tcam

have been studying the survivors .

of the Armenian Genocide for
almost {wo decades.. On April
16, they shared their rescarch,
study and thoughts at a scminar
-- organized. and_sponsored by

" St. Ncrscss Armenian Seminary .,

- cnullcd “Genocide and Ethnic
Cleansing Today

Dunng the first session of the -

scmmar, the Millers spoke about .
the'pracess ormlcrv:cwmg over.
one ‘hundred survivors and the”™

. context of their rcscarch.,Spcak-

ing :about their. cflorts to com-

" pletc and publish, the Survivors,

Donald Miller sald ,“This has not

* Dr: Donald E: Miller aml Lorna T ourwm Mlllcr during: Ille

Genocide Seminar at St. NcrsessScummrv. an. (lae lcﬁ is Semmarv

Rcctor Hmlch Tclulmnlrmu.

: nccd o kccp ourconsucnccs soﬂ
+»+-and vulncrable; only then will we-
-rise-up lo challenge the suffer-’
ing’that surrounds us. Dcnial of
 evil-is-a defense mechanism that
ajust world simply cannot afford.™"
."+ - Besides the survivors® account,’

been an casy book We continiiz..., the- Millers also discussed the lus-;

ally imagined our. own children
inthe plat:c, of | \hc survivor-chil-
dren weinterviewed. And-per-
hnps cqunlly painful is.the-geal-,:.
ization'that ‘therc are currently”
‘many children in the world-who -
arc orphaned or who have been

discarded by their parcnts or an.
uncaring socicty. They, like the.

survivors who told us their sto-

’ rics, arc., wandering-in scarch of

a picce of bread and a little-
warmth. Durmg this project our
cmotions haveranged fromr mel-
ancholy to anger, from fecling
guilty about our own privileged -
status to being overwhelimed by -
the- continuing suffering in the,
world. Working.with these inter-
vicws over a'period of ycars'has
led to'a permanicnt loss of inno-
cence about the human’ capac:ly
for cyil -- and to a recognition of
the need to combat such evil.”
Throughout. the day-lang
seminar, the participants --
mostly young students and pro-
fessionals--- listened to the pre-
scntations with their eyes preg-
nant with“tears. The Millers -
shared anccdotal accounts of sur-

_vivors’ stories, facilitating a bet-.

ter understanding of the barbar-
ity of the Genocide and the per-
mancent scars that it left on'the
survivors. As Lorna Miller re-
flected, “We mcrcasmgly be-,

.hcve that 1l1crc is constdcrablc

truth in the; stalcmenl tha[lo dcny,
gcuocnde isto repeat ll Jndced
hield

we would: add. that to shi .‘_°”" "“x-.. eral co-investigatorsare sludy-

is. '_ln_g tl}g,respongc of the (cllgto,us.

sclves t‘rom

torical and political context of the?
1 Genocideand pointed to the fact that
- although the Amenian Gcnoctdc is
» the firstmajor genocidé of the'twen-
. licth éentury. it was certainly not the
last: “It has becn estimated that 60
million pcople have-died /i this
cenlury alone of slatc-orchestrated
violenee,” said D. Miller. -

The sccond session of the semi-
nar ‘was devoled to the problem
of “Ethnic Cleansing,” parlicu-
larly as it is experienced by the
people of Karabagh. The Millers,
using a slide projcctor, showed
“photos that they had taken during
their visit 1o Karabagh and Armec-
nia, Donald and Loma Miller, to-
gether with a team of ten individu-
als, have intervicwed more than
300 pcople in Armenia and
Karabagh, as part of a rescarch
project 1o documnent, study and
assess the current cvents and con-
ditions in the region. They will
rcturn to Armenia to continue the
research, the results of which will
be published in a book.

Donald Miller is Professor of
Religion at the University of
.-Southern California. In: 1993,‘:
besides the Survivers, he'also,
published (with" co-author Barryn
Jay Scltscr) Homeless Families::
The Struggle for Dignity (Um- -
versity of lllinois Press). Cur
rcnlly he-is engaged :in scveral!
“major research.projécts. Withs
assistance from: 3 wgrant by the!
Hayncs F oundanon, he'and sev-i

—cqinmumtyt uw LA Rlols i

Concurrcnlly, hc |s wnlnu> a
book -- Reinventing Amcrlc'm
Protestantism (University of
California Prcss) -
Lorna Touryan Millet is Direc-
tor of the Oﬂlcc of Creative, Con-
nccuons "All-Saints Episcopal:.
Church' in' Pasadcna, CA, and-is"!
the foundcr of the a\vard’wmnm[, ;
project, “Young and Healthy,” a
hcalth-carc program.for chlldlcn_“
ol;iol\lv income families in Pasa-
dcna Shc is.the daughtcr. of two
survtvors of the Genocide, | .
Commentjng on the seminar,
Scminary - Rector’ Hratch
Tchilingirian said, *‘Donald and
Lorna Miller conducted a most
informative and clucidating
scminar on (he Armenian Gen-
ocide. Beyond the academic ex-
cellence of their rescarch, the
Millers made the survivors live
through their words and i images
that they created -- the sensitiv-
ity and awe they have toward the
subject"were manifested in their
reflections and personal discern-
ment. Their work is not only a
contribution 1o the study and re-
scarch of the phcnomcnon of
genocide, but more important, it
is a humanitarian contribution to
the healing process of-the great-
cst tragedy.of Arinenian history.”
On April 185, the Millers, to-

v

.gether with photographer Jerry

Berndt, made. presentations at a
photo exhibitin New York City,
entitled “*Armcnia: Portrait.of
Survivors,” which was jointly -
spansorcd by the Diocese of the
Armenian-:Church and -St.-
Nersess' Armenian Seminary..
Both the.seminar and the'photo *
exhibit. were parnt of a scnc'
programs. ;orgamzcd by:
Nersess Scmmary to commc

RactanTrs
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""" Mission of Faith Held in the Midwest .

CHICAGO, IL - His Emi:’
nence Archbishop Khdjag Bar-

samian, Primate of the Eastem.’ This unique Midwest Mission-

Diocese of the Armcnian

" Church, and Dn. Hratch®Tehil- -

ingirian, Rector of St Nerscss
Armecnian' Seminaty, held d

scven-parish Mission of Faith in ™

cilizens and visiled arca homes
‘and old-age homes.

was coordinated by Sonia Harl-

‘an, Midwest Regional Coordi--

“sion that was staricd by.the

‘nator in cooperalion with Rec-

tor Tehilingiridn, The V. Rev. Fr.
Varoujaa , Kabaradjian and

the Midwest'region during“the * George Nahabedian of the Mid-

month of March. His Emi

and Dn. Hraich first conducled
a daylong reireat on Saturday,
March S5, 1994, for Armenian’
profcssionals, organized jointly -

by St. Nersess Scminary and

Midwest ACYOA. ’ -
On Sunday, March 6, d salemn”
Divine Liturgy was celebrated at

St. George Armenian Church in -

Wiaukegan, lllinois which was

followed by a tuncheon and fel- |

lowship in the churchhall.
Throughout the mission, Arch-
hishop Khajag and Dn. Hruich
made prescatations on The Mis-
sion of the Armenian Church
Today — at St. Jamcs Armenian

Church, Evanston,” IL; St~

Mesrob, Racine, WI — jointly
with St. John, Greenficld, WI;:

Holy Resurrcction, S. Milwau- *
kee, JL - Sts. Joachim & Anne, *

Palos Hcights, IL. Whilc in the
region, the mission tcam had
gatherings with Armenian seaior

west Regional Council also con-

ributed lo the success of the pro-

ram.-" -
“*MISSION OF CHURCH
. Speaking about the mission of
the Armcnian Church today,

" -community.”

Archbishop Khajeg underlined |

the biblical, hisiorical and Arme-

* nian Church’s understanding of
Christian cvangelism and the

ministry of the church’in the

world today. He urged the faith-’

i

Spirit, spread the Good News of

Christ after his resuirection. To-

day we need to continuc the mis-

Apostles. As such, our Apostolic
Tradition is a depository of the
accumulated wisdom and expe--
rience of the apostlcs, our church
fathers, our saints and our church’
leaders. But, we must realize that
all these exist in the contextof a
Following His
Emincnce, Dn. Hratch spoke pri-
marily about the mission of the
church in finding, training and
providing ordaincd and lay lead-
crs for today and for the future,
Afigs cach visitund presenlalion
_in a’parish, a fellowship gather-
ing was hcld in the church hail,
where refi were served

“ful 1o participatc in the y

of the church by providing lead-
crship, scrvice 2nd Christian
“stewardship.  He said, “We
must all understand that the mis-
sion of the Church is the same
today as il was ycsierday, and in
the remote past. We also must

*understand that our church is

founded on the fund al le-
nets of Christian fzith: worship,
feliowship, cvangelism, scrvice
and cducation. As we rcad in the
Book of ‘Acts, the apostles,

and queslions were enlerfained

by Dn. Hraich. Numecrous issucs
" cancerning parish and church

life were discussed in 2n open
forum. C oo
The five-day mission hecame
a source of inspiration and én-
thusiasm in the parishes of the
Midwest rcgion, with a better
focus on the mission of the
church and the challenges that
she faces in the coming ycars.

Da. Hrateh Tehilingirian, Abp. Khajag Barsawian and Arch-pricst Rev. Fr. Diras P'apazian (scated
Jront, L. to r.) with a group of scnior citizens Sfrom the various parishes of the Midwest region.

Midwest Armenian Youth Embrace a Challenge:

Hye-Phenated America

If second- and third-gencra-
tion Armenian-Amcricans huve
hyphenated identitics, they also
have hyphenated cthical valucs:
a blending of the traditional Ar-
menian values taught at home
and church, and additional codes
of ethics practiced in the main-
strecam professional workplace,
ofica with “mixcd signals.” As
such, the compassion and open-
ness that are characteristic of -

Armenian livingoftecnneedlobe |

cuntailed as onc enters the work
force;

job descriptions, job perfor-
mance, advancement opportu-
nitics, interaction with col-
lcagues, cic., confront the Ar-
menian-American professional
cvery step of the way, on a daily
basis. There are many problems,
dilcmmas and choices facing the
Armcnian professional today.

It is precisely becausc of such
challenges in the workplace that
Dn. Hralch Tchilingirian, Rector
of St. Nerscss A Scmi-

By Sonia Derman Harlan

offered in six other citics in the
United States 2nd Canada.

On Saturéay, March 6,
1994, Dn. Hraich brought the
“Ethical Issues” workshop 1o the
Midwest in the form of a daylong
ACYOA Young Adults Retreal.

- College students and profes-

sional young adults with carcers
in sales, law, public rclations,
medicine, advenising, cngincer-
ing cic. from scveral Midwest-
crm states came together. Held at
St.George Armenian Church of
Waukcgan, Nlinois, the retrcat
was a joint project among St.
Nerscss Armenian Seminary,
ACYOA and the Diocesan Mid~
west Conrdinator’s office. The
arganizers were Dn. Hratch
Tchilingirisn, Mr. Kavork
Hagopian, and this writcr, ac-
cording to their afliliation with
the Scminary, ACYOA and the
o :

nary, has heen offering a scmi-
nar called Ethical Issues Facing
Armenians in the Workplace.
This workshop has ulready heen ™

The retreat had four sessions.
During the first and sccond ses-”
sions. Dn, Hratch lectured about
*Sources of Ethics in the Arme-

-

nian Chusch,” followed by dis-
cussion. Afice lunch, the third
session was in the form of
smaller group activily where
“casc studies” of hypothctical
scenarios were discussed. Fr.
Yeprem Kclegian, Pastor of St
Mesrob parish in Racine, WI,

. was partially in charge of this

session. The fourth scssion was
a group discussion on cthical is-
sucs that had come up in the
previous three sessions.” Afier
dinner, Fr, Tavit Boyajian, Pas-.
tor of St. John Armenian Church-
in Greenficld, WI, conducted a |
Bible Swdy. His topics were,
“The Parable of the Shrewd
Manager" & “The Rich Man and
Lazarus.” : .
Dn. Hraich's prescntation fo-
cuscd ori" the difficulties of liv-
ing in anincreasingly sccular and
pluralisiic socicly. He bricfly
spoke about the shifting chain of
cammand in the workplace: How
cven lower management employ-
ccs arc encouraged 10 help with
cthically difficult policy deci-
sions; how pressures of problem

‘Cantinued on p. 4

through the gifts of the Holy -

Continued from p. J3

handling 2nd solving in the
workplace aré becoming ex-

remely challenging. Often, mat- -

ters ure funiher complicaled by

unrelizble interpersonal relation- *

ships and unrealistic expecta-
tions from coworkers or superi-
ors in the workplace. Therefore,
it hes hecome increasingly mare
critical for each one of us 1o
clearly identify the sources of
our ethical values: If the sources
are clear, il is easier 1o stay on
Irack — no matler how vast the
spectrum of the choices we are
confronted with in our profes-
sional and private lives. "We also
must undersiand that you don't
Jearn ethics in one place; it does
not happen in one part of your
tife: it is a life-long process,”
warned Dn. Hratch, |

FAMILIARIZING WITH

CHURCH TEACHING

Having said that, Dn, Hraich
stressed the impontance of fami)-
jarizing ourselves with the teach-
ings of the Armenian church.
“These teachings should be the

source of our ethical values,” he*

stressed. “Knawing the docirines

of the church, leaming about the |
lives bf the Saints, appreciating :

the various expressions of eur
faith, paniicipating in the liturgi-
cal life of the church, all could
provide guidance to us. Indeed,
these are all organicully inler-
connecied clements which guide
our cthical hehuvinr and enhance
our relationship with God. And
this is a life-long commiiment.”

So where should vur inguiry

" Midwest Arm

e

enian

* begin? According

*“Ethical sources of
church are bhased
1ion of the ch
Avantutyun. Tra
ongoing life of the
the time of Christ w
Bible, liturgy, wr
church fathers, an¢
various councils, 2
1his Tradition. T}
ethical norms of 1
velop in the contey
munity that is the
gether of belicver:
and fellowship.”
On the other t
know that it is th
community that te
lenges our Christi:
tinuously. “Life oftc
contradicts our fait
of our workplaces, s
tempted with materi
sexuality, adulieny
Some of us have toi
rassment and finant
situations vpon ot}

* the expectations/g

our professional jo!
The tist goes on an¢
we would all be et
our Christian code”
practice preventiv
where we do not pli
in uncthical situai
is not the reality in ¢
It is precisely hec
imposes morally di
s upon us, that we
10 our Christian ¢t
Yines 1o minimize &
spiritual growth.”
During the reiri
session, fwa scenar
cussed. JI became ¢©
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able.” ANC-NY worked very

" closely "with Councilman’

.McCaffrey in organiizing thecom-" -
‘memgration program, which fea-
‘tured_proclamations by both
fayor Rudolph :Giuliani and "~

4 .

Council Spéake Péter Vallone on

= éhalf of the City Council. Both
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St.Jarnes Youth
Celebrate |

ACYOA Day
URCHASE, NY *The'Se-
nior: ACYOA ‘of St. James Ar- -
menian Church of Westchester :
celebrated “ACYOA Day” with
a very successful Palm Sunday
Banquet last month. This day
was especially significant to the
group and the parish because it
- T . - . '~ represents the beginning of a
U " . new éra for the recently reor-
' |- ganized chapter. Eighteen
 ACYOA members pulled to-
h gether to make the entire day an
' enjoyable one for all who at-
i tended. . -

Afier the meal was served. re-
marks were made by Rev. Fr.
Karekin Kasparian, Parish Coun-
.¢il Chair Lione] Galstaun, and
ACYOA' members " Alicé
Leylegian, Naiyre Tanajian Fos-
ter, and Meline Kasparian.
Hratéh Tchilingirian, Rector of
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary,
. Y~and“Rev. Fr. Arakel and
+ I Yerdtzgin Natasha Aljalian also
enhanced the Banquet with their
presence. A '
Dp. Hratch, the -featured
. speaker, gave moving examples
! of faitli’and the mission of the
Armenian church today. He used
examples of thé faith of Arme-
nians both in thé homeland and
in the Diaspora which were rep-

" resentative of the fortitude and
determination of the Armenian
people. His talk was followed by
an interesting video presentation
1 of Michelangelo’s “Last Sup-
i per,”-an appropriate preamble to
Holy Week. The ‘program was -
complemented by group singing
A of Armenian folk songs, which
“contributed to the warm familial
atmosphere enjoyed by all who
were present. _
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chieflover. - = - - “students and sehior citizens.”
Reine Barteve is an accom- - Please:call the theater at

plished actegss and playwright - (212)679-7540 for: group reser- -
* currently living in France. Her ' vations or (212)679:7562 forin- -

first .play‘, L’Armenoche (No- - dividual reservations: -

StNersess JOfférs' CpUrSe on Parish Leadership

' NEW ROCHELLE; NY - As part of St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary’s Spring 1994 semester Extension Program, a course
entitled “Parish Administration and Leadership” (Practical The-
ology 382) is being offered to the students and the community at .
large. S ' )

This seminar course will focus on the practical and ad-
ministrative responsibilities of the parish organizatiorr and the
priest as the leader of the community. The administrative dy-
namics of the parish will be discussed from a biblical, patristic
and sociological perspective. For example, what is the “job de-
scription” of the pastor.based on the Gospel, the liturgical tradi-
tion, Diocesan by-laws and parish expectation? What are the
functional parameters of the parish community? etc.

" Aftera general overview of public administration and its en-
‘vironment, issues such as organizational structure, dynamics,

goals and leadership will be discussed; with specific emphasis
-on the. church organization. What are the similarities and differ-
ences between public and religious organizations? How does an
organization realize its goals, especially as a church (ministry)?
What is the role and responsibility of the leadership? How are
resources allocated and distributed? What are the important is-
sues concerning personnel (parish council, church organizations)

and management? .
The instructor of this course is Seminary. Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian, who holds a Master’s degree in Public Adminis-

- will be on Thursday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Seminary; starting

January 27, 1994, and it is open to the general public. St. Nersess
* Seminary is located on 150 Stratton Road, New Rochelle, NY
" (30 min. drive from NYC). For more information and registra-

tipn please call (914)636-2003: o
e L p I L iﬁ&v'r:;:a::fi»ﬁ‘%é{w;’w:dzﬁ?ﬂ

Aé/’l,?a// ./\_3}/0()02/

tration (MPA) and a Master’s degree in Theology. The classes |




»daunanimous reso-
r'x Armenian Geno-

f genocide in this
pported by the Rus-

representing another people victimized by genocidal
policies. This interesting turn of events came in the
same month as a highly successful US Holocaust
Museum program on the Armenian Genocide held
atthe US Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC—
an event significant both because the Museum is an
agency of the federal goveriment, and because it is
dedicated primarily to the Jewish Holocaust during
World Warll.

In Armenia, the 79th anniversary of the Genocide
was marked by the march of nearly one million Ar-
memans to the Tsitsernakaberd Monument. Despite

the fact that the eternal flame had not

pport Fund headed
‘ménian Revolution-
tg@lutnon further ex-
- “the crime, its offi-
in people and ex-
cendants of survivors
tthe world,
- arditsonly Middle

a_ 1ty Foreign Minis- .

e Isracli Knesset, his
sxtermination of the
f% cre and genocide,
. member.” The an-
:efromagovernment

rm. MAY 1994

burned for many months due to the
country’ssevereenergy shortage, the gov-
ernment ensured enough fijel for the fire
to burn all day on April 24. Dignitaries at
the monument included President Levon
Ter Petrossian, British Parliamentarian
Baroness Caroline Cox and US Ambassa-
dor Harry Gilmore.

Garine Zeltllan

THE CHURCH
IN THE NEW
WORLD ORDER

In what appears to be a movement to
position the Armenian Apostolic Church
asaleaderamongreligiousestablishments
in the former Soviet Union, a delegation
from the Mother See of Ejmiatsin will par-
ticipateina conference, June21-23, which
will bring together the major churches and
Cliristian denominations of the CIS. Tobe
held in Moscow, the conference will pri-

manly focus on ways of resolving the conflicts that

threaten newly-found religious freedoms. Another
topic of discussion at the conference will be the pos-
sibility of direct church intervention with govern-
ment authorities in areas of conflict.

Christian attitudes to growing nationalism within
the former Soviet Union also tops the agenda of the
conference—the first major interdenominational
gathering since the collapse of Communism., Plan-
ning began in Moscow last September at a meeting
called by the Russian Orthodox Church and the US
National Council of Churches. A second meeting was
attended by representatives of the Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, Protestant and Evangelical churches, as

well as othér churches representing the Christian
comrhunities of Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia
and Belarus. Representatives of the World Council
of Churches, the Council of European Churches and
ecumenical bodies also attended. )

At the same time, the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalein, which falls under Ejmiatsin’s ecclesias-
tical jurisdiction, is destined to play animportantrole
in the upcoming talks on the status of the city of
Jerusalem. The World Council of Churches (WCC)
has urged that future decisions regarding the status
of the city that is holy to the three monotheitic reli-
gions of the world take into account its importance
for Jews, Christians and Muslims, The preservanon
of Christian holy places in Jerusalem is of vital im-
portance to the Council’s 322 member churches,
particularly the Eastern Orthodox and the Oriental
Orthodox—among them the Armenian Church,
which is one of the custodians of the holy places.

The WCC, emphasizing thatit was not its normal
practice to commerit on the activities of the Vatican
as astate, added “itis ourunderstanding thatthe ques-
tion of the future status of Jerusalem will be a sub-
ject of continuing discussions between the Vatican
and the State of Israel.”

Hratch Tchilinglirlan

OFFICIAL, DIRECT,
AND PUBLIC
MONEYS TO
KARABAKH

The first installment of funds raised during a na-
tionwide telethon in the United Statés at the end of
February was transmitted on March 29 to Karabakh
officials—Karen Baburian, President of the
Karabakh Parliament, and Robert Kocharian, Chair-
man of the Karabakh State Defense Committee—by
representatxves ofthe Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration of the Western U.S. The “Artsakh Fund” tele-
thon had raised nearly $1.5 million from 10,700 do-
nors, individuals and organizationsover 12 hours. An
additional $125,000 was raised during a similar tele-
thon in San Francisco a month later.

Viken Hovsepian, a member of the ARF Central
Committee of the Western United States, explained
that $500,000 of the sum raised was wired for dis-
bursement on specific projects and that the ARF’s
primary goal at this time was to establish ““a mecha-
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as benefactor, Armenian
servant and innovative in-
assed away on November 3.

rﬁligian was a pillar of the

rzard M ardzzcm

:mmunity of Detroit, the
; and overseas. Together
fe, Helen (Alexander), Mr.
‘s care, involvement and
mistance were of historic

as an American success
1 in Istanbul, Turkey, Mr.
nmigrated to America with his family in 1914 seuled in
rahto area and then moved to Detroit in 1923. At 19 he

¢ tool and dic apprentice program at the Ford Motor
d autended classes at Wayne State University. He
sugh the ranks of the Briggs Manufacturing Company
shen he was sclected to go to England as chief project
ﬁvork on the production of a linc of Ford cars for

wid War II, Mr. Mardigian gained recognition for his
. .0 the war cffort as a tool and die designer. After the
ed his own company, the Mardigian Corporation, build-
tomobile body dies and special production machinery.
r"’ growth, he sold the company in 1971 to the Dana
Thereafter he purchased and expanded the Hercules
and Die Company in Warren, Michigan, built it into a
any and sold it in 1991. An innovator and inventor of
ardigian was involved in producing a range of products
*then ware and the “Mardi-Can®, which rcceived an
best-designed golf cant at the National Sports Show.
sutions to the Armenian and American communitics
nore noteworthy. He and his wife were the most gencer-
ctors in the history of the University of Michigan-
maere the campus library was rededicated the Edward
irdigian Library. The Mardigians also built the Helen
Mardigian Library at the St. John's Armenian Church
“southficld, MI. He also contributed to the renovation
ion of a number of churches and monasteries and fund-
ppscums, including one in the Armenian Quarter of
" . one in Keghard, Armenia.
: to the various Armenian organizations was exem-
“as President of the Armenian General Benevolent Union
‘rom 1970 to 198S; a member of the Board of Trustces of
: of the Armenian Church, a founding trustce of the
embly of America, and member of the Board of
the St. Nersess Armenian Seminary. In 1980, Mr.
5 named by President Carter as a U.S. delcgate to the
wference of the Helsinki Accords; He was laler rc-

President Reagan.
"hee Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, eulogized
»pic spirit of Mr. Mardigian. “The example Edward

L was not simply one for a single generation, but for all
as not a passive benefactor, but was actively involved in
fe, never sparing his time and cnergy when it came 1o
mnitarian and above all, Christian and Armenian caus-
r"e slated.
_ e also addressed the works of the Mardigians as a
r communily was also blessed through the marriage of
! Helen Mardigian. The kindness, devotion and noble
i became a fountain of inspiration for Edward, who
lo ever-greater heights of philanthropy and leader-
rmenian community. Together, Edward and Helen
the good of our people as few before ever had, and as
H. Seeing them together made one remember the true
the word “philanthropy™—the love of mankind. They
;r; exemplary couple, reflecting the love of God and
ife.”
aer years, Edward focused his efforts on the younger
and I suspect this will constitute his most enduring lega-
rﬂence noted. “He understood the Impornance of trans-

:ritage from generation to generation, and with his

d a determined effort to lmprove and advance all
-~ youth of our community.” The Primate concluded,
antly than his great accomplishments, Edward Mar-
: us his example of how a decent, Armenian Christian
Jht to live and this will keep his memory alive among

r. Vahan H. Tootikian shared his thoughts on Mr.
“The Mardigians did not live for and by themselves.
l’or their fellow man, particularly for their fellow

a team, they worked hard to bring leadership and
lo Armenian community life, and they both earned
<ctand admiration of the Armenian pecple.”

l Mardigian will be remembered as a self-made man
nh a good intellect. He had an inventive and indepen-

vad an unusual ability for thinking and planning... A

judgment and a great heart, in Edward Mardigian

d two qualities that do not always mect: the shrewd-
dusinessman and the moral insight of a man of
:all, he was a great investor in human life, that it might

ST. NERSESS: A Spirit of Activism

The Seminary Broadens
Its Outreach

From seminars for profession-
als on ethical issucs, to retreats in
the Midwest to pan-Orthodox con-
ferences on globalization, the St.
Nersess Armenian Theological
Seminary typifies the spirit of out-
reach and activism. The Seminary,
and in particular its Rector,
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, has
maintained a busy schedule, both
bringing people and interest into
the New Rochelle campus, and
also going to where the faithful are
and are represented. This past fall,
the Seminary's “community”
extended 1o Milwaukee, Washing-
ton, D.C. and Tarrytown, NY.

Ethics Seminar for

Professionals

St. Nersess presented a day long seminar entitied
“Ethical Issuecs Facing the Armenian Professional”
hosted by St. Mary's Armenian Church in
Washington, D.C. in November. This program had
previously been presented by the Seminary in
Montreal, Toronto, New York and Los Angeles, with
great response. The intent of the seminar is
explained by Deacon Tchilingirian:

*Today, as members of sociely, we arc constantly
being challenged by numerous social, political, eco-
nomic and cultural trends and movements. On the
other hand, whether as doctors, lawyers, accoun-
tants, architects, teachers or any working woman or
man—we arc faced with the problems and issues of
daily life. How do we deal with all these currents
and the ethical dilemmas that come with them? What
are our ethical and moral standards? What is the role
of the Church in these matters? These are just some
of the questions that we deal with at this seminar.”

Conference on Globalization

In the spirit of ccumenicism, St. Nersess was one
of nine Orthodox seminarics represented at a day-
long Cconference on Globalization in Tarrytown,
New York in October. The purpose of the confer-
ence, funded by the Lilly Endowment, was to study
and discuss the impact of the events in the Balkans,
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union upon
theological education. The process of globalization
grapples with questions about the adequacy of theo-
logical cducation in North America in the broader
context of the multicultural and multinational
dimensions of the various Orthodox churches.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian represented the
Armenian Church and the St. Nersess Seminary.
Olher denominalions attending the conference were
Holy Cross (Greek Onthodox), St. Sava (Serbian), St.
Vladimir's, St. Tikhon's (Orthodox Church of
Amecrica), Christ the Saviour and St. Andrew’s
College of Theology.

Midwest Retreat

Coordinaling with parishes has been another
effective vehicle of getling the Seminary’s message
and mission to the faithful. Once such cffort resulied
in the third annual Midwest region retreat, jointly
sponsored by the Seminary and the St. John

Globalization Conference—October ‘93 Back row: Dr. Roman
Yereniuk (St. Andrew's), Dn. Tcbilingirian (St. Nersess), Fr.
Jobn Kowalczyk (St. Tikbon's), Prof. Jobn Erickson (St.
Viadimir's), Fr. Thomas Hopko (St. Viadimir’s), Fr. Alklavidis
Callvas (11oly Cross), Fr. Luke Mibaly (Cbrist the Saviour),
Dr. Paul Meyendorff (St. Viadimir's) and Fr. Thomas Kazich
(St. Sava, Grayslake). Seated: Bp. Serapbim (OCA Synodal
Commission on Theological Education), Metropolitan
Cbristopber (St. Sava, Libertyville), Bp. Yurt (St. Andrew’s).

Armenian Church in Greenfield, Wisconsin. This
year's focus was “the Faith of the Armenian Church”
and its clements. Scminary Rector Deacon Hratch
presented on the Holy Tradition of the Church and
how it is lived in the life of the faithful, both individ-
ually and collectively. The retreat focused on the
formative year's of child’s life and the family's role in
teaching and living church tradition, and the family's
moral sustenance.

The Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, pastor of Sts.
Joachim and Anne Armenian Church in Palos
Heights, llinois, served as the retreat chaplain and
conducted liturgical services throughout the week-
cnd retreat. A committee headed by Diana Keutelian
coordinated the retreat, which had 34 participants.
Next year's retreat will be sponsored jointly by the
St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Racine, Wisconsin
and the Seminary.

“Friends of St. Nersess” Formed

Recognizing the need for grassroots community
support for the cfforts and goals of the Seminary, a
new “Friends” of the Seminary group has formed
and is encouraging those interested to join its
cfforts. Spearheading the organizing effort are
Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian and the Rev. Fr.
Garabed Kochakian, in cooperation with the St.
Nersess Office of Recruitment and Development.

The new Friends group will foster financial and
moral suppont for the Seminary. “This group will
provide an opportunity for individuals to share their
talents, professional expertise and time, for the ben-
cfit of the Seminary,” said Yeretzgin Roberta at the
group's first gathering at St. Nersess. “St. Nersess is a
vital institution, and has already contributed to the
Church's mission in North America. Already, 24 of its
graduates are serving the Church in vasious capaci-
ties.”

The sccond meeting the Friends group will be in
January. Those interested in supporting and joining
the group are urged to call the Seminary at (914)
636-2003 for more information. The Seminary is
located in New Rochelle, New York, a 35 minute
drive from New York City. Q

Ocean Markings/The New Year for aunt rucitee

by Peter Balakian

Everything's frozen to bottom;
scal lop sbells rigid in place
ibe spine of each sanddollar split,
small August drift like iron
on the jelly.
Each wave that breaks on shore
returns nothing.

The bedge that bloomed tigerily

now winds likes capillary around the rail,

Tonight you'll let the shadow

of your mother hobbling along the wall
relurn to sand.

you'll come and lay the bones of your fatber
in the last !nfrinr of the crab,

and return &

that know the decpr weed beyond the jelly.

You come back to this, If you siare into the loud black waves

to the level of ocean that claim and reclaim the moonlit rows ofd sbells
and find gulls white as ice empticd of their meat,

scanning the low tide, you'll bear the sound of birds,

You bear the wind slam foo far off 1o be. jamrltar

the foors of emply bathbouses. Think of their wings poised in tbe wind

making a long silent arc
againsl the furious air.

e eyes of your sister io ibe pearl white sbells
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993, whose text follows,
's an appeal for an "out-
ce and harmony, among

)eSplte the fact that Arme-

5 not a party to the con- |

Turkey and Azerbaijan, in

int’. violation. of interna-"|_.

I law,. have - instituted- a.
:ade on our: landlocked(

1y. " Lacking . access to.

;, railroads and pipelines
l\rmema, urgently needed
ies of fuel and food are

: choked off. Armenia’s-

ing efforts to feed, clothe
shelter the victims of the
quake as well as the refu-
who have fled from war-
Nagorno-Karabagh and
Saijan in the tens of thou-
; are seriously threatened.
.rmenia is firmly commit-
> the peaceful resolution
2 conflict. The region has
thing to lose and nothing
in from thé continuation
)stilities. But to achieve
: and ha.rmony among all
as in the region, we must
the same outpouring of
ot from the entire world
aunity that occurred five
ago at the time of our
tragedy.
Rouben Shuganan
Washington, DC

1ues to Speak
Karabagh

1ational “community has
critical of these Armenian

tives,  without placing

in context.

1 commentmg on the cur- .
ituation, it is important to;
mber the following evi-

: based on first-hand ex- -
ace of 16 visits to the

n, both to. Azerbaijan in

irly days of the éscalation

-conflict, and subsequent-

Armema and Karabagh.
% 50-ton cargo planes of

Inof- A Lo d WL L.

St Nersess Semmary Presents

Program for Armenian Professronals 1
o . WASHINGTON, DC - A seminar, entitled Ethical Is--

-.sues Facifig the Armenian Professional, was presented by.
= Sti: Nersess. Armenian Semmary at St. Mary’s Armenian
Church here The program, new. in its type and scope,
dressed issues that are a part of the daily lives of Armeni-

4 a.n profess:onals
=~z In explaining the mtent of the seminar, Seminary Rector.
Hratch Tchllmglrlan said, !Today, as members of society,”

~we are consta.ntly being chal]enged by numerous social,’

" political; economic and culfural trends and movements. On. |- -
. the other hand - whether as doctors, lawyers, accountants,

- architects, teachers or any workmg woman or man -- we are
faced with the problems and issues of daily life. How do we

' deal w1th all these currents and the ethical dilemmas that
come with them? What are our ethical and moral standards?

What is the role of the church in these matters? These are

. just some of the questions that were dealt with at this semi-" B

nar." Fifteen: young professronals from the metropolrtan

Washington area participated in the daylong program, whnch“

,took place on Saturday, November. 13.

Previously, St. Nersess Semmary held similar seminars
for Armenian professionals in Montreal, Toronto, New York
and Los Angeles. There are plans to hold these seminars in
San Francisco, Chicago and’ Detroit. 'As- a new creative
feature, the format of the programs is informal. Ample time

.is devoted to group discussions, where individuals’ participa-
tion is most encouraged "These conferences are not a ’lec-
ture series’ held in one day," said the Rector. "Participation
and reflection are the central elements of the project." Ad-
ditional information about these programs can be obtained
by calling St. Nersess Seminary at (914)636-2003. ~

. "ARMENIAN STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION

CHRISTMAS NOTE CARDS

" Package of 10 cards - $10 + $1.00 Hcmdhng
- JUSTIN TIME FOR CHRISTMASL!..-_ : . :

rEA TURING ORIGINALWORKS BY THE FOLLOWING ARHSTS-
Yghe Ashodian, Architect. . . .. .

Caryn Babalan, Medical Hlustrator -
Rose Manteghian, Freelance Artist
, - Virginia Zsiray, Freelance Arﬂsi .
. . AVAILABLE FROM: - :
ASA '395 Concord Ave. Belmonf MA 021 78 ’
+ (617)484-9548- .
_ CEC Pres. Jaymie Babaian (508) 635- 9559 .
*: Mass. Pres. Jane Jamgotchian (617) 327-4849 -
..Conn. Pres. Edward Gulldson (203) 651 7321

.-;7~ + NY Pres;, Paul Bazikidn (201).864-3250 -

Penn: Pres.; Valie’Ashodian (215) 284- 0865
R.I. Pres. Azarig Koolian (401) 353-9713 )
;. Syracuse Pres. Robert Koolakian (315) 446-1458

- Please make checks payable to
. ASA of America. Inc.

<. J'.\\‘:i E
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jon's Statu
d by FAR, a perma
ice”in Armenia ,was
zd in early 1992. Lau- -
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NEW: ROCHELLE, NY -

_Recéntly; a group of dedicated

'people’ gathered at St. Nersess

azian; Director of the " Armenian Seminary to start the

fevan office, leads a .
lled staff to properly
3 and monitor all pro- .

‘ultimate goal of the
tion is to become a

"Friends’ of; St. Nersess,"  an
auxiliary . group which™ will

foster financial and moral sup--
-port for: thé. Seminary: The -

‘Friends® of St. Nersess was

‘organized by Yn. Roberta Koc- -

ged relief agency to aid __hakian and the Rev._Er.. Gara-

y Armenia, but other
s in need of assistance.

3alian, FAR Executive
¢, explained that once
zanized, it is hoped that
ill expand its scope t0
sther disasters through-
world.
R is still headquartered
New York Diocese on
Avenue and continues
< under the auspices of
nate, His Eminence Ar-
»p Khajag Barsamian,
s the President of the
of Directors. Kevark S.
nian serves as the Board
-ectors Chairman. The
taff of six includes Ba-
s Executive Director;
- Kapeghian and Arto
rian. Special Projects
inators; Paulette Kaspar-
‘ommunications Coordi-
Joseph Allam, Control-
nd Marcia Sasloff, Ad-
rative Assistant.
irther  information on
may be obtained by call-
(212)686-0710. Tax-de-
sle contributions towards
f the Fund’s projects may
nt to the Fund for Arme-"
Relief* at 630.* Second*
. New York, NY 10016. "

-bed Kochakian, in cooperation
with the Seminary’s Office of

Reécruitment and Development.

"This group will provide an
opportunity to individuals to
sharé their talents, professional
expertise and time for the ben-
efit and further development of
the Seminary," said Yn. Koch-’
akian. St. Nersess Seminary, as
one of the most vital institu-
tions of the Armenian commu-
nity, has greatly contributed to
thé continuation of the mission
of the Armenian Church in
North America. Already 24
graduates of the Seminary are
serving the Church in various
capacities. "In order to secure

Sts. Vartanantz Ho

Newy Formed Fridnds of St, Nérsess Meet

" the” future of, our Armenian -
_Christian’ life_in North Ameri-. .
ca, we need " the. continued-
involvement and’ contribution .
of our community, so that we
are able to prepare more disci-
ples for the Church,” affirmed
Seminary, Rector Hratch Tchil-
ingirian.., | ... - T
The .. gathering. of the
Friends of St. Nersess started
with a brief vesper service in
the Seminary Chapel. This was
followed' by an informal dis-
cussion and exchange of ideas
concerning potential projects
'and methods of generating
support for St. Nersess in each
of the three dioceses.
_ The next meeting of the
Friends of St. Nersess will be

held in January. Membership is.
open to all those who are inter-
ested in the work and mission
of the Seminary. For; more -
information, please call (914)-
636-2003. St. Nersess is locat--
ed in New Rochelle, NY, a 35-
minute drive from NYC.

1ds 2nd Annual Art

Exhibition, Invites Artists for 1994

By Susan Dadian

RIDGEFIELD, NJ - The
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church’s second annual
art’ exhibition took place on
November 5-7, 1993.° Spon-
sored by the Church Pastor,
Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian,
and the Board of Trustees, this

year’s. exhibit featured works

by,.10, Armenian artists from
New Jersey, New York and
Massachusetts. Displayed in

.- the Church Hall, the works
. gave the warm ambience of an .
art gallery.. o

.. A majority of the paintings
presented . were works in oil.
Jeanette Koumjian’s still lifes

- drew much attention for their
- fine technique, particularly

"Carole’s Scarf* and "Granny

B . Smiths" whose use of light was

. handled with special mastery.

* Valery Boyakjian displayed

. delicate still lifes as well as

one collage titled "Green Pom-

1w TLIla winrl  and

Armenia. One sihowed a small
child standing outside her
home and- another showed a
young lady grinding wheat be-
tween two flat stones. Haig
Sarajian’s  works “presented
Armenian church scenes and
clergy with great verisimili-
tude. I
Two artists exhibited pho-
_tographic’, images.’ "Margaret
Tomanelli showed a number of
‘photos that_she had taken in
the Armenian Quarter of Jeru-
“salem , the previous’ suminer,
_one. of which' depicted ‘the St.
“James Convent and another of
a fifth-century mosaic. . .-
Ardem Aslanian’s works.
recounted glimpsés ‘of his past
summer. Mr. Aslanian had tra-
velled to Armenia and Kara-
bagh where he lived on_the
front lines with fedayeen for a
number of days. A documenia-
ry photographer, his photos
from Karabagh showing feday-
~nrc and nther photos pave on-
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“ Holy Martyrs Church Choir Hosts Successful Workshop

By Mary Selvinazian
BAYSIDE, NY - Jointly
sponsored by the Association
of Armenian Chuich Choirs of
America and the Holy Martyrs
Church Choir, a regional work-
shop was held on October 16,
1993, with Maestro Khoren
Meikhanedjiann of the Holy
Etchmiadzin Cathedral Choir
as the music instructor and
‘Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian
and Deacon Hratch Tchilingir-
ian as guest lecturers. Thirty-

is. three participants from _the

New  York/New Jersey area
choirs spent the day at the
Holy Martyrs Church here, in

- amusical and spiritual environ-

ment.

Followmg a prayer by the
Church Pastor, Very Rev. Fr.
Samuel Aghoyan, Choir Asso-
‘¢iation Central Council Chair
Mary Selvinazian welcomed

everyone, stating that this was
the third workshop in as many
months, each taking place in a
different locale under the aus-
pices of the AACCA and with
Maestro Meikhanedjian as the
music director.

The Maestro’s syllabus in-
cluded a segment on correct
liturgical singing, with a con-
centration on the special hymns
for "Kyood Khatch," the Feast
of the Discovery of the Holy
Cross, the following week’s
feast day. Fr. Garabed Kochak-
jan, Diocesan Chancellor, gave
a very informative talk on the
proper attitude and conduct of
choir members and also point-
ed out frequently made errors
in pronunciation during the

- singing of the Liturgy.

Deacon Hratch Tchiling-
irian spoke on the significance
of the feasts of the Ho]y Cross

Partzc:pants at lhe Regzonal Choir Workshop held on October 16 at Hon Martyrs Churclr
- Photo: Albert. Der Tatevasian

and what meanings the Cross
should have for Armenian
Christians. He also gave some
insight on the "Arevakal" (Sun-
rise) Service sung during Lent.
~ Holy Martyrs Choir Chair-
man Carol Loshigian thanked

“the instructors for giving their .

time and expertise in this
much-anticipated event. A get-
acquainted coffee hour and
delicious lunch prepared by
Anoush Givelekian and her
committee were enjoyed by all
who attended. Holy Martyrs
organist Juliet Gregorio accom- .
panied the group at the piano
and organ. The culmination of
the day’s proceedings was an
intensive rehearsal in the Sanc-
tuary for Sunday’s Divine
Liturgy which Maestro Meikh-
apedjian directed at Holy Mar-

Continued on page 23

Corner Of 9W & Clinton Ave., Tenafly, NJ
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- bagh to Arménta Would beg .-;~ca?,é‘rry—aﬁf':-‘sseram'si"s'sﬁﬂ'é'ﬁ’:‘:
Eventually about 130,000 Azeris left Armenia and 200,000
Armenians made the journey: in the reverse direction."

’ About the May 1990 elections we are informed that "the
turnout, already the lowest-in 1989, was lower still -- just
over 60 per cent.” - I ) =

- Among the individual Armenians mentioned, discussed

‘or quoted -are: economist Abel Aganbegyan, chess player
Gary Kasparov, activists Yelena Bonner, President Levon
Der Bedrosian, Georgi Shakhnazaro ("head of the Soviet
political science association and a Gorbachev adviser"), V.M.
Movsisyan (“Armenian leader") and Suren Arutyunian
("Armenian leader"). . " '

: . Kitchener, QOntario, Canada

menian artists.. T
‘The Kingdom of Cilicia is

. Stretching from " the twelfth

experiment with statehood until
the twentieth century. More-
_over, it was highly novel in
being established in territory

Light, Grace & Miracles
- ° NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Points of Light -- Parables
of Faith in the Everyday Experience of Armenian Priests.
Edited by Hratch Tchilingirian. New chltelle, NY: St
Nersess Armenian Seminary Press, 1993. 51 pages.
Most often the Armenian priest is seen primarily as a
liturgical functionary on Sundays or as someoné who is
preoccupied with administrative duties in the parish. Con-
trary to these stereotypical characterizations, the recently
published Points of Light records events and experiences in
the life of the Armenian priest that challenge these percep-
tions. - ..
This engaging book -- a collection of fifteen pastoral

vignettes -- is a welcomed first publication in its genre. The

simple, short and moving narrative of each priest leaves an
endearing impact on the reader. Each story is a personal
account of a real experience that the author shares with the
reader in "an informal conversation.”

As the forward of the book states, "many Armenians see
the Church as a ‘historical. monument,? rather than the
gathering or ihe assembly of God’s people. Many Armenians
are unaware of the Armenian Church where the Grace of the
Holy Spirit is experienced in the small miracles and in the
linle incidents that occur on a daily basis in the lives of
Armenian faithful." Points of Light gives- the reader a
glimpsé of these miracles and establishes once again’ that
true faith can only be expressed in a living praxis.

" Copies of this book can be orderéed from St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton Road, New Rochelle, NY'

tumultuous period in human
history when popular forces
from East and West converged
on the eastern Mediterranean
shores. These in turn.affected
the two Armenias in different
ways and created various ten-

were to outlive the state itself.

issues, focusing first on Cili-
cia’s external relations and
then its internal structure, cul-
ture and way of life. )
A brief oveiview follows
about the events of the three
day of activities. More detailed
information will be forthcom-

few weeks.
SYMPOSIUM
. Three panels will convene
on Friday, and three on Satur-
day, November 12, and 13.

panel starting at 10 a.m. Each

. e—— e b=

- et ¥d

10804. (914)636-2003 (S5 per copy).

-_— -

. panelist wiil speak for twenty

. one of thé most fascinating. .

periods in Armenian history.

thréugh' the fourteen centuries,
it represents the last Armenian

outside the traditional Armen-
jan lands, in a diaspora, at a

The purpose of this symposium I
is to explore these various’

ing about each one of the J:
events  separately in the next |

Registration on both days be--
gins at 9 am. with the first -

——~f=v¢rn$r-c:o’ﬁ?’éx"(&x"{'d’ﬁ'ﬁf5’ﬁ;; s i. -Iv;crian (

The fin

.- centrate on

‘the State o
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well-knowr
specialists
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Garsoian,”
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Armenian Journalism Past To Be Extolled

NEW YORK, NY - On
Sunday. October 24 (he Dio-
cese of the’ Armenian Church
of America will host a special
program .commemoraling the
200th anniversary of Armenian
journalism. The day’s events
include a requicm scrvice for
deceased Armenian intellectu-
als, lectures by Rober Hadde-
jian and Ara Kalaydjian, as
well as an exhibit of rare, his-
toric  Armecnian  periodicals
sponsored by the Krikor and
Clara Zohrab Information Cen-
ter, the rescarch and informa-
tion facility of the Diocese.

Contemporary socicty s
inundated  with ncwspapers,
current cvents publications and
broadcasts, so it is casy to
forget that the profession of
Journalism -- that is, day-to--
day recording of local topics of
interest -- is a relatively recent
development. In Amcrica, the
pioncers of journalism werc
people like Benjamin Franklin,
And at exactly the same time
as Franklin, a world away, an
Armenian pricst was laying the
foundation for what was to
become a flourishing tradition
ol Armenian cditorial publica-
tions.

That obscurc but historic
figure was Fr. Haroutunc Shm-
avonian -- now crediled as the
father of Armenian journalism.
The story of this inlcllectual
and csoteric man is still re-

But as a literal pioncer in the
ficld, he had to work com plete-
ly from scratch -- there was no
standard typographical cquip-
ment that he could buy or ac-
quire to facilitate his objective.

Shmavonian actually pre-
parcd the matrices and cast the
typelaces for the Armenian
letters himself; there is cven
reference to his building his
own printing press. The
pricst’s project was encouraged
by local intcllectuals, as well
as by renowned clergymen
such as Archbishop Yeprem of
Holy Etchmiadzin and Arch-
bishop Hovscp Arghutian, the
Primatc of Russia.

Fr. Shmavonian named his
monthly publication Aztarar
(Monitor), and his first issuc
appcarcd on Oclober 16, 1794.
All'in all, 18 issucs were pub- |

Diocese Offers Regional Choirs Workshop on Arevakal Service

NEW YORK, NY - The
next regional Choir Workshop,
to be held under the auspices
of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church in the New York mect-
ropolitan arca and dirccted by
Maestro Khoren Mceikhanedji-
an, will take placc on Saturday,
Oclober 16, at the Armenian
Church of the Holy Martyrs
and is cagerly anticipated by
church choir directors, organ-
ists and singers alike. -

Jointly sponsored by the
Association  of  Armcnian
Church Choirs of America and
thc Holy Martyrs Church
Choir, the day’s agenda will
include a two-scssion music
workshop by Macstro Meikha-
ncdjian, presentations by Rev.
Ir. Garabed Kochakian, Dioce- '
san Chanccllor, and Dcacon
Hratch Tchilingerian, Rector of

acc Harding Expressway in
Bayside, Queens. Itis expected
that choir members from neig-
hboring parishes in New Jerscy
and Connecticut will partici-
pate ajso.

Musical Dircctor of the Holy
Ltchmiadzin Cathedral Choir,
Khoren Mcikhanedjian is cur-
renlly on special assignment
with the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church.of America and is
scrving as director of the St.
Vartan Cathedral Choir of New
York City. A profcssor of
music'and composcr of liturg-
ical hymns, thc most familiar
of these being the Macstro’s
own interpretation of the Di-
vine Liturgy of the Armenian
Church, known as The Khoren-
ian Badarak, Mcikhancdjian
will be offering  workshops
throughout the Diocesc at vari-

lished between 1794 and 1796. ¢ St- Nersess Seminary, as well ~ous intervals. The most recent

Each issuc of Aztarar con-i as a get-acquainted coffce hour | was held Sept. 25th in Wash--

topics by Armcnians living in {church complex at 209-15 Hor-

diffcrent  Oriental countrics;
also ncws from Armcnia, Cu-
ropc and Asia, translations
from LCuropcan and Eastern
languages, lctters  from  re-
nowned Armcenian clergymen.
intcresting  information  on
various topics, commcrcial
news, prices of commoditics.,
calendrical information and so
on. Somc of the articles dealt
with  Armenian  topics.  and
cheouragcd the  immivrant

Holy Martyrs
Holding Parent/
Youth Forum

BAYSIDE, NY - The Ar-
menian Church of the Holy
Martyrs is happy to announce
that they will oncc again be
holding parent-youth forums,
led by Dr. Anic Sancntz-Kala-
yjian, m morc cxpanded form.

ington, DC under joint spon-_ ;

orship of AACCA and St
Mary’s  Armenian:

Choir.

The upcoming Bayside wo-
rkshop will cover the spcciai
hymns of thc Lenten Sunrisc
(Arcvakal) Scrvice in addition
to Macstro Mcikhancdjian®s
syllabus on voicc quality and
corrcct  liturgical ~ singing.
Those interested in attending
may register by sending name
and address, together with. a
check for $10.00 payable to
Armcnian Church of the Holy
Martyrs to cover the cost of

-lunch and materials for cach

person attending. Mail to Mary-
Sclvinazian, Chairperson of the
Central Council, at 56-36 196
Place, Flushing, NY 11365.

‘. 'Check The Calendar

Church.

Of Events
To See What's
Coming Up in

Your Area

ARMENIAN SOCIETY OF NEW YORK

An Invitation

I Thho Armrosrrrasr Sansofv AL Alowur VA slr
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ACYOA’s Annual Assembly & Sports Weekend Mixes Labor Day Fest
B

NEW YORK,NY - The dour
voices of the Armenian conuniu-
nity who are perpetually bemoan-
ing the lack of youth involve-
ment in Armenian causes should
take a lesson from the 1993
ACYOA Asscubly and Sports
Woeekend — a Jesson in how to
do things right. The  annual
Labor Day-weckend event Scp-
tember 1 through 6 was orga-
nized under the Diocesc of the
Armenian Church of America by
St. James parish, Watcriown,

The historic Watcrlown
Armcnian communily — with its
high-praofile presence in the city-
at-large and a vigorous and ac-
tive group of young pcopic —
provided the perfeet sciting for
an Armicnian youth cvent which
I found gratifyingly innovalive,
as well as jusi plain fun.

Having obscrved scveral past
ACYOA Asscmblics, | was
plcased 1o notice that this latest
cffort was characterized by a fow
things which were dcfinitcly out
of the ordinary. One thread which
ran through the weckend was an
cmphasis on worship. The As-
sembly scssions in particular

which began Wednesday night™

and continucd through Thursday
and Friday always began with
some form of rcligious obscr-
vance, whether a home blessing
ccremony, a “matins™ or mom-
ing scrvice, or a regular badarak,

Actually, the latler was any-
thing but regular: the text of the
Divine Liturgy celebrated on Fri-

WEEKEND IN WATERTOWN:

v
Marditch “Mitch™ Hagopian

Participants in the “Insighis” program led by Deacon Hratch
Tchilingirian, Rector of S1. Nersess Armenian Seminary (cenier)
and Dr. Norman Odabashian, [n.-in-Charge of St. Gregory of
Narek Armenian Church, Cleveland (l. of cenier).

sion on the same topic. | confcss
that I was expecting somcthing
that would bc cmbarrassingly
foolish; instcad, to my complcle
and humbling surprise. the video
was really first-rate, dealing in-
telligently with the question of
the discase. More importantly, it
outlined the Orthodox Christian
perspective with integrity, and
without the mawkish sentimen-
tality which characterizes a great
deal of liberal scnnonizing on
the subject.

The discussion was lively and
spirited, and the total cpisode
was an cxeellent addition to the

1

day morning was a strcaml
concentrated onc called “The
Common Liturgy,” recently de-
vised by the Diocesan Depart-
ments of Religious Education
and Youth Ministry. I think it is
interesting that this particular
function — an ACYOA national
asscmbly — was the sciting for
the “dcbut” of the Commion Lil-
urgy.

This year's Asscmbly was
also remarkable for the way the
idea of Christian action in the
world was brought lo the fore.
The panticular theme — that
Christians have a special voca-
tion and duty, and arc called to
act upen their convictions in ev-
crvday life —was struck scveral
times by the Primate, Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, during his
formal and informal remarks (sce
the adjoining piccc on “The
Highest Good for Human Be-
ings™); but it was particularly
cvident in the reports from young
people who had participated in a
number of Dioccsan programs
during the summcr. These incl-
uded an intermship program at
the Patriarchate in Jerusalem, a
student intermship at the Dioce-
san headquarters, and the Ar-
menian Sludics Program which
cvery year sends a group of young
Armcnian Amcricans on an cX-
tended cxcursion in their home-
land.

Onc aspect of the theme was
movingly articulated in a special
prescntation by Fr. Stanley
Harakas, a renowned Eastern
Orthodox writer and pastor, who
sereened a videoentitled “A1DS:
An Orthodox Cliristian Perspec-
tive” and aficrwards led a discus-

A bly Later in the
Asscmbly, a presentation was
made concerning  *‘Projcct
Growth,” a plan 1o revilalize and
bolster cxisting ACYOA chap-
ters. It was delivered by Laura
Gononian of the Dioccsan De-
partment of Youth Ministry and
scems scnsible and practical
cnough; yvoked to a scrics of four-
ing programs like the above video
and discussion, it might be the
beginning of a very powerful
ministry 1o young people in the
Armcenian Church. Reports were
also given by representatives of
sister dioceses in Canada and the
Western U.S. as well as the
Araratian diocese from Arme-
nia; from the Choir Associalion,
the Diocesan Council and the St.
Nerscss Scminary.

Having attended the 1993
Asscmbly, 1 was left with the
general impression that the Ar-
menian Church has been giving
scrious thought and priority to
creating a genuine ministry (o its
younger generalion — not the
*we musl preserve our youth”
platitudes of the past that are still
the hallmarks of other cihnic
organizations, but rather a clcar-
sighicd, honest reflection on what
it means to be voung, Armcnian
and Christian in fin dc siccle
Amcrica.

Now these are small move-
ments at the edge of the web, no
doubt. But they are. 1 belicve,
movements in the right dirce-
tion. Armenians have been ab-
stractly conccrned about “the
vouth prablem” for the better part
oftwagencrationsnow:, itis grati-
fying 1o sce an archbishop and a
group of clever young people

actually taking practical sicps to
do something about it. Although
these sicps may scem small now,
they arc on an am-bilicus and
laudable track; aftcr obscrving
the Diocesan Youth Minisuy pro-
gram, and spcaking with the
people imvolved in fonming it as
well as with the young adults
who have participated in it, 1 am
convinced that it constitutcs a
minor revelution in the Anmc-
nian Church.

TNE SOCIAL SCENE

Naturally, the big draw (o the
ACYOA Sports Weckend is the
social scenz. and the Walertown
community did a (crific job of
organizing a scrics of memorable
outings and cvents. Thesc in-
cluded a trolley ride through old
Boston, a dancc-mixcr at historic
Fanicul Hall.and achamning boat
ride through picturcsque New
England waters.

There were sporls compgli-
lions, to00. yct il sccmed that,
although the weckend cvents
pulled in a record number of par-
ticipants, the ficld of players was
thinner (han in previous ycars,
The*Superbowi” of the ACYOA
games is ahways the men’s bas-
keiball competition, which this
vear was won by the Holy Mar-
1yrs parish of Bayside, NY. Win-
ners in other, non-sporting cat-
cporics were the Cleveland
ACYOA chapter, whichreccived
the annual Chapter A award for

the most active ACYOA group;
and Sara Andonian, of Dctroit,
MI, who reccived the 2nd annual
Greg Arpajian lcadcrship award.

The awards were bestowed
during the Sunday night banquel
and dance, which drew some-
thing Jike 1500 people. Of the
dance itscll, 1 would like to make
two obscrvations. First, 1 will
never again folerate the whining
of my Anucnian [ricnds — both
male and female - about the
dearth of allractive, accome
plished members-of-thc-oppo-
site-scx in the Armucnian com-
munily. The ballroom of the
Sheraton Boslon Holel was liter-
ally filled to overflowing with
strapping lads injackets-and-tics,
and lovely young womcen in
decollctc cvening gowns. and all
scemed perfectly charming and
friendly.

The sccond obscrvation has
lo do with music. It sccms to me
Ihat the organizers of these af-
fairs never imaginc that young
Armenian men and women might
have musical tastes which in-

Andoniun of Detroit.

clude somcthing ather than, on
the onc hand, tum-of-thc-cen-
twry Amucnian linc-dance mu-
sic, and on Lhe other hand, the
most vulgar lop-forty pop tuncs.
I realize that these genres -- cspe-
cially the “Hye Bar™ music and
ils associateddances — have their
partisans, and § respect that. Bul
isn"t there room for a litile vari-
cty? The dances themsclves re-
quire more than a liule physical
cffort, and this scemed utierly at
odds with the gencrally clegant
ambiance of the feslivities.
Hasn't anyonc cver heard of

ivities with Innovative Youth Slants

ENaFitzucrald, or Johnny Mathis,
or Sinatra (no first name ncces-
sanv)? Surcly there is soom for
this morc sophisticated, lcss
slrcnuous expression of the danc-
ing arl al Anncnian funclions. |
would cavtiously add that —
since onc legilimate and laud-
ablc objective of such affairsis lo
bring yvoung Anucnians together
as potential mates — dancing
cheek to cheek is a much betier
way for voung singles lo micct
cach other than linking pinkies in
an impersonal linc dance.

As for thc Amicnian dances
themsehves, continue to inclide
them, by all mcans: they remain
a fun and unique part of our heri-
tage. Bul they work belter in a
less formal sciing: pleasc don’t
ask mc o put on a $300 suit or
stiletto hcels (I hnow somconc
who docs both) and then work up
a sweal racing around in concen-
triccircles, or bobbing and weav-
ing to the current Madonna hil.

But | am afraid | have over-
sicpped my “point of privilege™
as rcporter 1o editorialize hkc

this. SufTicc it to say that the
wechend’s entire sacial scenc --
from the accommadations 1o the
food to the festivitics themsehes
-- was a delight. A Labor Day
picnic at the St. James Church
brought the wechend full circle.
and the St. James ACYOA, ther
paslor. the Rev. Fr. Dajad Davidi-
an, assistanl pastor. the Rev. Fr.
Arscn Barsamian. Jill Arslanian,
who chaired the Asscmbly and
Sports Weekend commiitice, and
the local parishioncrs desene
thanks as well as credit for ils
success.

Archbishop Barsamion and the men's baskethail z'hampinn:\' Jrom Haly Martyrs, Bayssde, XJ
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St. Nersess. Summer Mission Accomplished

NEW ROCHELLE, NY' -

-The "1000-Mile Mission" of

St. Nersess Armenian Semi-
nary’ has been completed --
after visiting 14 Armenian
parishes and communities in
Canada, New York and New
England regions. The two-
week journey began August 1
in Montreal and concluded on
August 14th, in New Rochelle,
NY. The missjon was led by
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,
Primate of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church, and Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of Canada.

The purpose of the pro-
gram was to acquaint the com-

munities with the mission of

the Armenian Church vis-a-vis
St. Nersess Armenian Semi-

nary. "The apostolic mission of"

the Armenian Church -- which
was started by the Apostles of
Christ and continued through-
out the centuries -- has been
the sustaining force of the
Armenian nation. Today at the

threshold of the 21st century,.

we need to continue that mis-
sion throughout North Ameri-
ca," said Seminary Rector

_Hratch Tchilingirian.

During the mission stops,
worship services were conduct-
ed with the local communities
and presentations were made

i

The St. Nersess Mission Team with the two primates (center) at

St. Sarkis Armenian Church, Niagara Falls, NY.

about the Seminary and Disci-
pleship in the Armenian
Church.

Accompanying the Prim-
ates were. the Rector of the
Seminary; Arlene Boyd, St.
Nersess Office of Recruitment

. and Development; seminarian

Deacon Greg Souin, from the
Canadian Diocese; Elise Papa-
zian from the Eastern Diocese
and Jirayr Abadjian from the
Western Diocese.

While on the road, the mis-
sion team conducted a series of
Bible studies on discipleship
and engaged in various out-
reach activities, such as visit-
ing vursing homes, meeting

with youth and young adults,
conducting home blessings.

"The hospitality and warm
reception of each community
made this mission fruitful,”
said Archbishop Barsamian.
“We hope that this type of
ministry will continue in our
respective dioceses. As such,
St. Nersess is a very important
resource for our church in
North America."

The "1000-Mile Mission"
(more precisely 2300 miles)
concluded at the. St. Nersess
Summer Celebration, held on
the grounds of the Seminary on
Saturday, August 14.
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Rev. Tchilingirian Insights Program to
Highlight ACYOA Sports Weckend -

BOSTON, MA - The 1993
ACYOA General Assembly
and Sports Weekend will take
place here from September Ist
to the 6th. One of its highlights
will be the Insights Program,
an informal youth discussion of
church-related  issues. This
year’s keynote speaker is Rev.
Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, Rec-
for of St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary.

Deacon Hratch will discuss
"Discipleship in the Armenian
Church." In selecting this top-
ic, he expressed the desire of
our youth to serve the Church
in various ways, and aims to
make participants discover the
many opportunities which exist
to support our Church.

Deacon Hratch explained,
"While standing at the thresh-
old of the 2lst century, the
question we need to address is
how the community as a whole
can get involved in the minis-
try of the church. Discipleship
in the Armenian Church goes
back to the time of St. Gregory
the Nluminator. Today, how
can we continue that mission
in our own communities or
parishes?"

Sports Weekend Chairper-
son Jill Arslanian commented,
"We are pleased to offer this
worthwhile program and are
.tl?rilled that Deacon Hratch

accepted our request to be
keynote speaker. Many of our
members know him personally.
as he has participated in other
ACYOA events. He is quite
knowledgeable and yet easy to
talk to, which make him an
excellent choice to lead this
program."

Deacon Hratch is a gradu-
ate of the Armenian Seminary
of Jerusalem, Concordia Col-
lege, St. Nersess and St. Vladi-
mir's Seminaries, Master of
Divinity. In addition, he has a
Master’s degree in Public Ad-
ministration from California
State University, Northridge.
He is also editor of Window
Quarterly, an independent
publication dealing with con-
temporary church issues, where
he writes regularly. He is the
author of the recently pub-
lished A Brief Historical &
Theological Introduction to
the Armenian Church.

The Insights Program will
be offered on Saturday, Sep-
tember 4, from 1-3 p.m. at
Watertown High School, the
site of the sporting evenis. All
youth are welcome to partici-
pate. This very successful pro-
gram, developed by Dean Sha-
hinian, has been greeted with
much enthusiasm by members
during past Sports Weekends. ..

| Berj Zamkochian Belmont Coricert

. gtin ANMAA Oynhan Care Fund
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3rd Annual Midwest Retreat to Focus on
Faith of the Armenian Church

GREENFIELD, - WI - St
John the Baptist Armenian
Church of Greenfield, in coop-
eration with St. Nersess Arme-
nian Seminary of New Ro-
chelle, NY, will host the Third
Annual Midwest Retreat at the
Archbishop Cousins Retreat
Center, 3501 S. Lake Drive in
Milwaukee, WI. It will begin
on Friday, September 17, at
7:00 p.m. and end on Saturday,
September 18, at 5:00 p.m.

The program will focus on
the Faith of the, Armenian
Church and its elements. It will
consist of two presentations,
prayer services, bible study,
group discussions and reflec-
tions. There wiil be time for
questions and answers, where
issues pertaining to faith, par-
ticularly from an Armenian
perspective, will be discussed.
The program is for men, wom-
en and young adults.

The retreat leader will be
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian,
Rector of St. Nersess Armeni-
an Seminary. Deacon Hratch is
editor of Window Quarterly,
an independent publication
dealing with contemporary
Armenian church issues. He
writes regularly in Window
Quarterly and is the author of
A Brief Historical & Theo-
logical Introduction to the

Armenian Church. Inaddition
to leading the overnight pro-
gram. Deacen Hratch will give
a presentation on "The Faith of
the Armenian Church.”

Guest Speaker will be Yer--
etzgin Rosalie Papazian, who
is a retired educator in the
Dearborn Public School Sys-
tem in Michigan. She is very
active in the Armenian com-
munity and church on the local
as well as Diocesan level.
Recently, as Grand Matron of
the Daughters of" Vartan, she
presented leadership workshops
throughout the US. She is the
superintendent  of  Sunday
School of Sts. Joachim &
Anne Armenian Church in
Palos Heights, IL. She will
speak on "Faith and Family."

The Chaplain will be The
Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, pastor
of Sts. Joachim & Anne.

The overnight package
costs $45.00 per person (dbl.
occ.) forregistration, materials,
lodging and meals, or $30.00
per person for Friday and/or
Saturday for registration, mate-
rials and meals. Excludes lod-
ging.

For additional information
and/or reservations, call Diana
Keutelian at (414)453-5839
before September 4th.

AGBU's Sissag Varjabedian School
. Graduation.Highlichte Faunder's Life
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newsbriefs

« INTER-ORTHODOX

SEMINARY CONFERENCE

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, repre-
sented by the Rector, was one of the nine
Orthodox Seminaries that participated in
the fourth annual conference of Orthodox
Seminaries heldin Tarrytown, NY, on Octo-
ber 1, 1993. The project was funded by the
Lilly Endowment and the theme was
Globalization and Orthodox Theological
Education in North America.

o INSTALLATION OF G.T.S. DEAN

On September 22, 1993, The Right Rev.
Bishop Craig B. Anderson was installed as
the eleventh President and Dean of The
General Theological Seminary. Rector
Hratch Tchilinigirian represented St. Ner-
sess Armenian Seminary at the ceremo-
nies. Bishop Craig, Dn. Hratch and Prof.
John Keonig, Sub-Dean of GTS, had abrief
discussion on developing cooperation be-
tween St. Nersess and GTS. Previously, the
Rector and the Sub-Dean have had several
meetings regarding the possibility of a joint
program.

* IN MEMORIUM: ARCH BISHOP
TIRAN NERSOYAN

On September 6, 1993, a memorial service
for Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was held at
St. Nersess, on the occasion of the transfer
of his remains to Jerusalem. The tribute
was co-sponsored by the Eastern Diocese
and the Seminary. After the requiem ser-

vice, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Dio-
cese, the Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian,
Chancellor of the Eastern Diocese, and
Professor Thomas Bird of Hunter College
spokein memory of the beloved Archbishop
and the founder of the Seminary.

o ACYOA INSIGHTS PROGRAM

Rector Hratch Tchilinigirian and Deacon
Norman Odabashian presented discussions
on Discipleship and Faith in the Armenian
Church as part of the Saturday afterncon
“Insights” program, held during the 1993
General Assembly and National Sports
Weekend of the Armenian Church Youth
Organization of America. Dn. Normanisa
1988 graduate of St. Nersess and the cur-
rent Deacon-In-Charge of St. Gregory of
Narek Armenian Church in Cleveland,
Ohijo. During the same weekend, Arlene
Boyd from the Seminary's Office of Recruit-
ment and Development, made a presenta-
tion at the General Assembly about St.
Nersess programs and opportunitiesin the
ministry of the church.

o MID-WEST RETREAT

During the weekend of September 17-19,
aretreat for the Mid-West region was held
in Milwaukee, W1, co-sponsored by St. Ner-
sess Seminary and St. John the Baptist
Armenian Church of Greenfield, WI. The
retreat was lead by the Rector of the Semi-
nary. Yn. Rosalie Papazian gave a talk and
Fr. Diran Papazian served as the chaplain
of the group.

o CHOIR WORKSHOP

On October 16, a regional Choir Work-
shop was held at Holy Martyrs Armenian
Church, organized by the Association of

Armenian Church Choirs of America and
under the direction of Maestro Khoren
Meikhanedjian. During lecture sessions of
the workshop, Seminary Rector Hratch
Tchilingirian spoke about the Feasts of the
Holy Crossinthe Armenian Churchandthe
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, St. Nersess
alumni and Chancellor of the Diocese, spoke
about the Divine Liturgy.

o PARISH VISITATION

On October 10, the Seminarians visited
the parish of St. Leon Armenian Church in
Fair Lawn, NJ. The "St. Nersess Day" was
organized by Fr. Vahan Hovhannesian,
parish priest and St. Nersess alumni,-who
presented the seminarians to the congrega-
tion during a luncheon that was held after
the Divine Liturgy. The Rector and the
Seminarians shared their thoughts and
experiences. On the occasion of the visit, a
tatoal of $4000 donation was made to the
seminary by the Parish Council and indi-
vidual parishioners.

o ST.NERSESS PARISHNETWORK

To further enhance visibility within the
parishesofthe Armenian Church, the Semi-
nary Office of Recruitment and Develop-
menthas established a Parish Network. To
date, the Network has 45 liaisons, repre-
senting 48 parishes throughout the East-
ern, Western and Canadian Diocese of the
Armenian Church. The network serves as
a link between the Seminary and the local
parishes. The role of the individual liaison
is threefold: to work with the parish priest
to publicize St. Nersess activities and pro-
grams for the local parish; to assist in the
organizationofa parish St. NErsess Davone
Sunday per year; and to maintain aware-
ness of potential studentsinthe community.

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
150 Stratton Road
New Rochelle, NY 10804

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S.Postage
PAID
Permit No. 1791
New Rochelle, NY
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MONTREAL, Canada - A
confercnce/seminar, organized
by St. Nersess Armenian Semi-
nary, New Rochelle, NY, will
be hosted here in Montreal by
the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of Canada. Entitled,
Ethical Issues Facing the Ar-
menian Professional, the pro-
gram will address the issues
that arc a part of the daily lives
of Armenian professionals. In
explaining the intent of the
conference, Bishop Hovnan
Derderian, Primate of the Ca-
nadian Diocese, said, "Today, as
members of society, we arc
constantly being challenged by
numerous social, political, eco-
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St. Nersess Confere

nomic and cultural trends and
movements. On the other hand
-- whether as doctors, lawyers,
accountants, architects or any
working woman or man -- we
arc faced with the problems
and issucs of daily lifc. How do
we deal with all thesc currents?
What arc our ethical and moral
standards? What is the role of
the church in these matters?
These arc just some of the
questions that we will dcal with
at the conference.”

The conference will be held
in Montreal on March 13 and
in Toronto on May 1, respec-
tively. As a new creative fca-
ture, the format of the program

T3 T3 T

will be informal. Ample time
will be devoted to group discus-
sions, where individual partici-
pationwill be most cncouraged.
"This conference is not a ’lec-
turc serics’ held in onc day,”
said Seminary Rector Hratch
Tchilingirian,"participationand
reflection will be the central
clements of the program.”
Another scminar is also
being organized jointly by St.
Nersess and the Canadian Dio-
cese. On March 6, a seminar on
Bioethics, entitled An Introduc-
tion to Christian Understand-
ing of Medical Ethics, will be
held in Montreal at the Canadi-
an Diocesan hcadquarters.

Planncd especially for the Ar-

menian medical community of .

greater Montreal, the seminar
will consist of a presentation by

.the Rev. Dr. Stanley Harakas, a

renown Orthodox - ethicist,
which will be followed by a
question-and-answer - period.
The altcrnoon session will be a
group discussion among thc

nce for Armenian Professionals Planned

Clergy and the medical profes-
sionals.

Additional  information
about thesc programs can be

" obtained by calling the Canadi-
-an- Diocese (514)276-9479 or

the St: Nersess Armenian Semi-
nary (914)636-2003. ’

3
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St. Nersess Seminar on Fatherhood Proves Beneficial

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -
On Saturday, January 23, an
all-day seminar on "Fatherhood
in the Armenian Family" was
held at St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary here. Eightcen people
participated in the program,
including three from Canada.

The program started with a
morning service at 9:00 a.m.
The first session was a group
Bible study, led by Rector
Hratch Tchilingirian, which
studied the parable of the Prod-
igal Son. While usually the
central figure in the parable is
the son, this discussion focused
on the father and the character-
istics of fatherhood in the story.
Many issues were raised by the
participants during the lively
discussion which lasted almost
two hours.

During the second session,
Fr. Dajad Davidian -- pastor of
St. James Armenian Church,
Watertown, MA -- made a pre-
sentation on "Parents, Children
and Faith." He underlined the
growing relationship between
parents and children, between
husband and wife. He said,
"Life is not static, we are con-
stantly in the process of grow-
ing." He then spoke about the
idea of dependence and indepe-
ndence in the family and how
they overlap in the real life of
the family. Fr. Dajad explained
the role and valuc of the ex-
tended family and how it im-
pacts the nuclear family. He
concluded that "any nuclcar
family that excludes the extend-
cd family, fails.”

After a brief lunch break,
Martin Cholakian -- a husincss-
man and an active member of
thie Armenian Church from De-
troit, MI -- spoke about "Build-
ing a Heritage for your Chil-
dren.” He very candidly shared
his personal spiritual journey
and how that has shaped his
understanding of "family minis-
try." He said, "You don’t owe
your children anything but
yourself"; as such he underlined
the fact that "a father should
model God's truth to his chil-
dren.” Cholakian spoke about
the joy of fathering and dis-
¢usied ways fathers could {ind

to do things of value with their
children.

The last and concluding
session of the day was an infor-
mal group discussion. The par-
ticipants not only shared their
personal feelings and thoughts
about fatherhood, but also dis-
cussed substantive issues that
the contemporary Armenian
family is faced with. "We could
spend a week discussing the is-
sues we raised, one day is not
enough,” said Jack Stepanian,
one of the’ participants. "We
should continue doing pro-
grams like this.”

"We have just scratched the
surface of a very important is-
sue," said the Rector of the Se-

minary in his concluding re-
marks. "Today, here at St. Ner-
sess, we have discussed the role
of the Armenian father in the
religious and moral upbringing
of the children. However, as
society changes, so does the
need of the Armenian family,"
he added. "Therefore, in addi-
tion 10 the financial obligations
that are partially or wholly put
on your shoulders, as a father,
. the sweet yoke of providing
lspirilual nourishment is en-
| trusted to you also.”

The participants hoped that
such gatherings could be held
on a regular basis not only at
St. Nersess but in every parish
and community.



D R D D

3

—~3

T3 T3 7Y T3 T3 T3 T3

1

PAGE 6

THE ARMENIAN REPORTER INT'L.

JAN. 30, 1993

An Orphan’s Donation to St. Nersess

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. -
Recently St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary received a donation
of $15,000 from the estate of
the late Mrs. Helen Baronian
of Chicago, IL. Before her
death at the age of 90, Mrs.
Baronian had asked her daugh-
ter Libby to fulfill her wish and
donate the sum to St. Nersess.

Helen Baronian was or-
phaned in 1915 when her par-
ents and family were massacred
during the Genocide. As a 15-
year-old girl, she escaped 10
Aleppo, Syria, where an Arme-
nian priest had set up an or-
phanage. According to her
daughter, the priest "took her
in and cared for her welfare
along with 50 other orphans.”
When Helen came 10 the Unit-

ed States she brought a group .

picture of her orphanage fami-
ly, which she cherished all her
life. "I remember her pointing
to each person in the picture
and recalling their names with
great pride,” remarked Libby.

Helen Baronian (circa 1938)

In the loving work of the
priest in Aleppo, Helen saw the
true mission of the Armenijan
Church. In appreciation of this,
she always supported church
and community activities. "She

was very proud of her religious -

faith and heritage,” said her
daughter. A fund has been es-
tablished at St. Nersess Arme-

_nian Seminary in memory of

Mrs. Helen Baronian. A previ-
ous donation had been made to
St. Nersess by Baronian, which
brings the total to $21,000.
Accepting the donation, the
Seminary’s Rector Hratch Tch-

ilingirian said, "St. Nersess -- as |

an important institution where
future  priests, church and
communityleaders areprepared

-- will perpetuate Mrs. Baron--

ian's memory and her touching
story and through her the mem-
ory of the 50 Armenian or-
phans and their caring priest.”

Helen Baronian’s faith was
never weak. Despite the horri-
ble experiences in her youth, as
an orphan and a survivor of the
Genocide, she never failed to
support her church and com-
munity. She always trusted in
the loving care of her God. She
shared her blessings abundantly
and willingly. Her sweet me-
mory will always comfort those
whom she touched.

i
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1 - ENTHUSIASM AND WISDOM - WEEKEND SEMINAR

This interactive seminar, led by Dr. Nevart Yaghlian,
brought together 10 senior and 10 young Armenians to
explore how faith and culture are transmitted from one
generation to another. Through listening exercises, reflec-
tions, cross-age discussions and pairing, the inter-genera-
tional groups learned that there were fewer differences
between them than they had anticipated. Once a bond of
understanding had been developed, the participants collec-
tively engaged in values exploration exercises and a brain-
storming session on potential collaborative projects to fur-
therstrengthen the relationship between youths and seniors.

2-ST. NERSESS DEACONS CONFERENCE

This weekend of study , worship and reflection focused on
the Minor Orders, the meaning of tradition in the Church and
the services of the Medz Mashdotz. Sessions were presented
by Fr. Arshen Aivazian, Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian and Dr.
Richard Kirby.

3 -ST. NERSESS SUMMER COURSES

Four courses of study were offered this year at St. Nersess,

—3 73
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Reach over 1100 People

St. Nersess 1993 Summer Studies and Programs reached over 1100 Dgeople, through Mission visits, classes, seminars and
programs which were held from June through August in the three Diocese { er
diverse range of people throughout the Armenian community. Following is a brief description of the programs:

ioceses of North America. The programs atiracted a

Diocese Summer Camp, the Acolyte Training program intro-
duced campers tothe fundamentals of the faith of the Armen-
ian Church - the Creed, the Sacraments, the origin of the
Eucharist—and presented practicalinformation on the priestly
vestments, liturgical vessels and the mechanics of candle-
holding. Over 70 campers participated in the two week-long
programs.

5-ST.NERSESS 2400 MILE MISSION - CanadaandEastern
United State (see article on page 1)

6 -ST. NERSESS DEACONS TRAINING (California)

This week-long session — offered in conjunction with the
Western Diocese Summer Camp program — provided practi-
cal training in the singing of litanies, in censing and altar
service and in assisting the priest with preparation of the
Eucharist.

7 -ST. NERSESS DEACONS CONFERENCE (California)
Conducted by Seminary graduate Deacon Norman
Odabashian and current seminarian Deacon Deron Petoyan,
the Conference addressed the theological understanding of
the ministry ofthe dea-

during a period of 3
weeks. Designed pri-
marily for married
and special students,
theSummer Courses
- drew students from
Canada, the East
Coast, the Midwest,
and California. The
@ courses were: Litur-
gical Theology,
Hymnology, Liturgi-
cal Music and tutori-
™ als in Modern and
[ Classical Armenian.
Daily morning and
- evening services
rh were held in the
t  Seminary chapel, as
well as Bible studies
qm and meditations for

con in the Armenian
Church through the
study of the Minor Or-
ders and selected ser-
vices of the Medz
Mashtotz - the Book of
Rituals.

8 -ST.NERSESS DAY
-SUMMER
CELEBRATION

This was a day of fel-
lowship and fun on the
Seminary grounds fea-
turing food, music and
dancingand a Blessing
of the Grapes service.
The Summer Celebra-
tion was the conclud-
ing event of the

f the students and
their families.

{m 4-ST.NERSESS ACOLYTE TRAINING (California)
| Offered for the first time in conjunction with the Western

Dr. Nevart Yaghlian (right) conducting a workshop during the intergenerational conference.

Nersess Mission. Families, individuals and friends of the
Seminary came from as far as Ithica, Boston, Philadelphia
and Hartford to be part of this celebration. —ArLenz Boyp

Seminary’s summer
programs and the St.

]'_@PAGE 2 st Nenssss News No. 2 & 3/1993
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St. Nersess Seminary
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Parish Neiworks
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NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. -
Recently, St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary launched a "Parish’

Netvork” program as part of
its recruitment and develop-

ment projects. To institute this
important program in-all Ar-":

menian parishes, His Eminence
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,

Primate of the Eastern Dio- -

cese, sent a‘communigue 1o all
the parish priests and parish
council chairmen in which he
stated, "These are momentous
tisics for our people: the tide
of religious frcedom sweeping
through the homeland is a
most visible sign of a revival of
faith among Armenians across

the globe. But one” problem -

continues to hamper us in our
cfforts to seize thc moment:
the shortage of Armcnian
clergy. Fortunately, an insti-
tution does exist which can
address this crisis dircctly--the
St. Nersess Seminary.” His
Eminence points out that in
order to meet this challenge of
providing more scrvants (o the
church, St. Nersess nceds to
draw support from cvery parish
in the Eastern, Western and
Caradian dioceses of the Ar-

' , il
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ST. NERSESS PARISH NETWCORK

menian Church.

The St, Nersess Parish Net-
work will involve motivated
individuals in cach parish as
liaiscn betwcen the Seminmyg'
.and the local parish. The Rec- |
tor of the. Seminary, 'Dn.g
Hratch Tchilingirian, will.work !
closely with the liaisons and
parish priests to coordinate the |
program. T

Upon the invitation of the
Seminary, Col. VictorArzoom-
anian, Executive Director of
ine Armenian {3rch Endow-
ment Fund and an experienced
Recruiting and Retention OIfi-
cer in the NJ Army National
Guard, has graciously agreed
to lend his expertise to this

important cndeavor. "It is my
pleasure and duty to partici-
pate in the Seminary’s Network
program. I have full confidence
that this project will be a suc-
cess and accomplish its goals,”
commented Col. Arzoomanian.’

Once the preliminary logis-
tics of the St. Nersess Parish
Nciwork are established in the
Eastern Diocese, the network

.will expand to the Western and

the Canadian Dioceses.

228 qu»} 39

SRR RN \
PROGRAM: (L to R)

Col. Victor Arzoomanian, Abp. Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of
the Western Diocese; Abp. Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Eastem Diocese; Bp. Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the
Canadian Diocese; Dn. Hrarch Tchilingirian, Rector of St.

Nersess Seminary. .
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St. Nerses Perticipates

NEW ROCEELLE, N.Y. - .
-of their academic degrees, and

St. Nersess Armenjan Seminary

participated in 2 national con-

ference on Orthodox Theologi-
cal Education in North Amerl-
ca, which was sponsored by the
Lilly Foundation. St. Nersess
was among the, nine Orthodox
scminarics rcprescmcd at the

conference which was held in - .

Pitsburgh, PA on November

21-22. The Armenian repre-.

sentatives were Hratch Tchilin-
girian, Rector of St. Nersess:
Dr. . Barhara  Nerguerion,

Chairman of Academic Com--

mittee; and Dr. Vigen Guro-
ian, . Director of Academic
Studies.

The Conference paid spe-
cific attention 1o curriculum
and faculiy development and
how the Board of Dircctors of
cach school could contribute to
this cndeavor. Among the
speakers who made presenta-
tions were Dr. Christa Klein, a

consultant for Lilly Foundat- *

jon; the Rev. Msgr. William
Baumgacrtner, Director of
Seminary Relations; and Prof.
John Erickson, Director of
Studies at St. Vladimir's Semi-
nary. Lengthy discussions and
workshops were held to clarify
the dynamics and intricacies of
academic development.

In a general mission state-
ment, the conference expressed
that the common goal of Or-
thodox seminarics in academic
and faculty development is to

find teachers who are firmly .

rooted in Orthodox tradition.
Another consideration is that

RATSHLAN REFORTER 1M

'f i auom! € oi'rfwcncn

lhcy are fully quahhcd in terms

have made, and continue to
‘make, a recognizable contribu-
tion to Church service, as well
as scholarly research. The con-
ference was the third gathcring
among Orthodox seminaries in
the United States and Canada.
- In Boston earlier during the
weekend, Dn. Hratch and Dr.
Merguerian participated in the
annual mecting of the Natjonal
Association .for -~ Armenian
Studics’ and Research. i e

meeting, Dr. Richard Fryc of |

Harvard -University spoke
about the importance of Arme-
nian Studies. They also attend-
ed a participatory forum orga-
nized by the Harvard Armeni-
an Studenis’ Association where
methods and projects to help

Armenia were discussed.
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St. Nersess Prioriti'ze-c_i by Diocesan-Primates

NEW ROCHELLE,; N.Y. -
At a recent Executive Commit-
tec meeting of the St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary, all three
Primates of the Dioceses of the
Armenian Church of North

America (Eastern, . Western, -

Canadian) were present--Arch-
bishop Khajag Barsamian,
President of the Seminary;
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian,
Vice-President; and Bishop
Hovnan - Derderian, Second
Vice President.’ Along with the
Primates, the Executive Com-
mittee members are the Rector
of St. Nersess, Sarkis Bedev-
ian, Dr. Barbara Merguerian,

Antranig Ouzoonian and Lou-.

ise Simone.

During the day-long meet-
ing, several important issues
were discussed pertaining to
the various developmental
aspects of St. Nersess. Lengthy
discussions were held concern-
ing the building expansion of
the Seminary, which will in-
clude a sizable library dedicat-
c¢d to the memory O
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bishop Tiran Nersoyan, found-
er of St. Nersess. Preliminary
plans have already been de-
signed for the buildings.

The whole afternoon was

‘dedicated to the discussion of

recruitment and academic de-
velopment. Dn. Hratch Tchi-
lingirian, the Rector, presented
an extensive reporti on the
current recruitment projects
and efforts of St. Nersess.
Twelve strategic projects that
were planned last March and
launched in May are almost
completed. Among these suc-
cessful St. Nersess programs
are the Liturgical Institute
which was held respectively in
California, Canada and New
York, with the participation of
over sixty deacons and altar
servers; the Mission to Arme-
nia that took 21 individuals to
the remote villages of Armenia
for evangelical purposes; the
Yeretzgins® Conference; the
Youth Rally on Labor Day
that was attended by more
than 400 people; the Parish
0 NI %‘}:’ .:_Vg LS T eI
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ve Commiittee during their quarterly meeting: (L
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Network project and others. As
for academic development, the
highlight, Dn. Hratch reported,
is a course that will be taught
by Dr. Anny Bakalian, sociolo-
gist and author of Armenian-
Americans: From Being to
Feeling Armenian (Transaction
Publishers), during the Spring
1993 semester. This course on
the Armenjan community in
America will be open to the
public. In addition, Dr. Lionel
Galstaun will give a series of
lectures on Science and Reli-
gion, starting in February,
which will also be open 1o the
public.

At the conclusion.of the
day-long meeting, the Primates
respectively expressed their full
support to St. Nersess Semi-
nary, reiterating the fact that ..

presently St. Nersess is the .. -
most viable seminary where the ;..
prospective priests and leaders ™

of the Armenian Church in
North America can be ade-
quately trained and prepared
for ministry.
TRy A3 i
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1o R) Dr. Barbara Merguerian,

Antranig Ouzoonian, ‘Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Bishop
Hovnan Derderian, Sarkis Bedevian and Dr. Dennis Papazian.
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Over 400 Aigend St. Nersess Haiiy
- After ACYOA® Sports Weekend ..
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NEW ROCHELLE NY £

' As the concluding event of the .
- ACYOA Assembly and Sports
weekend, ; an unprecedentcdf
: youth convocauon .and gather-*
ing was held on: Labor. Day’
Monday, on the’ grounds of St..

Nersess - 'Armeman ; Seminary
‘here. OVer 400 peoPIe attend-

ed this event, which was orga-

,,,.'

mzed by lhc Semlnary

'Food, " music, - semlnary.
1ours book sale, information .
‘\ooths and othcr related activi-
ties were part of the ‘day.” At
m:dday Dn." Hratch™ Tchilin--

girian, Rector of the Seminary,

‘welcomed the guests and invit-

ed the Rev. Fr. Vazken Mov-
Sesian, pastor of St. Andrew.
Armenian * Church, who had

come 5pecnally from California
“to address the youth Fr. Vaz-

ken gave an’animated - and

' uphfung mcssage to thé partic--
:panls inspiring all those who . -

were in attendance Aftem'ards

. _the tradmona! Home Blessing .’

iservice was conducled durmg

tance "~ of the " youth - in the

" church® and emphasized the

Tole “of the Semmary in the

‘success of the Armcman Chur-

ch’s ministry.

“:The Armenian music and

"dancc continued until dusk. As

the result of months of prepa-

‘ ration by the Seminary staff

and cooperation of the Holy

* Martyrs ACYOA chapter, the
‘youth rally was a huge success.

" St. Nersess plans to make lhlS
‘an annual event.””, - - -

ST. N ERSESS SEMINARY. A group of pamczpants at the St.
Nersgss Youth Rally taking a'tour of the Seminary campus.

“which: bread, water and -salt ..
were blessed. The ‘service was’
~“¢onduced by the’ pnmates of !
 the Eastern and the Canadian
leoccses--Archblshop Khajag

“Bafsamian and Bishop Hovnan
Derdenan. “Also in altendance
? weré Bishop' Gurégh Kapikian |
‘of Jerusalem "and Diocesan-
. c!ergy At thé conclusion of the
~ blessing, His Grace Archbishop’
. Khajag raflected on the | impor:
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DR. HAROLD KEVORKIAN DISCUSSES CHIROPRACTIC
THREE "'M"_ ADULT FELLOWSHIP LECTURE :

i{nformative and entértaining talk

es can sometimes become
d treatment relieving
alk, many interested

t medical

Dr. Harold Kevorkian gave a very
about chiropractic care. He explained how nerv
restricted and showed chiropractic diagnosis an

pressure and improving health. Following his t
audience members asked numerous 1ively questions abou

conditions and care.
ge of Chiropractic, Marietta,

Dr. Kevorkian is a graduate of Life Colle
He currently practices in

Georgia and the University of Maryland.
Wayne, New Jersey and hopes to establish his own solo practice in the

future. He served as a chitopractic missionary to Honduras in August
1991 and wants to travel to Armenia one day to help people there.

School and Armenian School teacher at
he University of Maryland. He has been

nd is an AGBU member. He 1s the son
y and the nephew of Yeretzgin

DEACON HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN 257

on Hratch Tchilingirian, rector of St. Nersess
cal issues. The seminar had

ified the sources of our ethical

rved as a Sunday
he studied at t
Camp Nubar 2
Kevorkian of New Jerse

Dr. Kevorkian se
St. Mary's while
a camp counselor at
of Mrs. Arshalouys
Anahid Kalayjian.

On November 13, Rev. Deac
Armenian Seminaty, led a seminar on ethi

three parts. First, Deacon Hratch ident
standards -- including the Bible, 1iturgical tradition, lives of the

saints and canons. Second, participants read two hypothetical situa-~

tions and discussed the ethical aspects of decisions. Finally, the
participants discussed ethical considerations from personal experiences

and raised related questions.

atch gave an inspiring sermon about the role of
Jesus sent out his apostles on an evangelistic
en to evangelize the Armenian

On November 4, Deacon Hr

St. Nersess — just like.

mission, St. Nersess is preparing young m
communities. He spoke on Christianity coming to Armenia and our rela-

tionship with Jesus. He also met with members of the ACYOA Jrs. and
spoke to them about discipleship for Jesus.

Deacon Hratch is a graduate of the Armenian Seminary in Jerusalem, has
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Concordia College, Master of Divinity
viadimir's Seminaries and Master of Public

from St. Nersess and St.
Administration from California State University Northridge. He is one
{an Church Research and Analysis Group and

of the founders of the Armen
writes regularly in “Window Quarterly" as well as other professional
Deacon Hratch and Rev. Vazken Movsessian

and Armenian publications.
are the co-editors of the excellent magazine "The Window" which focuses

honestly on issues facing the Armenian Church.

32
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Nancy and Ni
their son De
Mrs. Edward
Simonian and

Knar and Arm
Nathalie. T
Gelenian and
Sirarpi Khoy

Mr. and Mrs.
a baby girl,
the grandpar

Marlene and
5. The prou

Stacey and J
Anthony. Mr

parents and

CONDOLENCES

On the death
condolences
Brian, Bruce

On the death
condolences
daughter-in-.
Sivaslian ani
Mr. and Mrs.

On the death
parents Dr.
Areen was a
sense of hum
her funeral
and English,
was selected
ovation by t
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MISSISSAUGA RETREAT - @

Hello fellow Youth  members. "WORKING TOGETHERWITH  and LOVE and attempted to

A.C.Y.O.C., Mississauga would like to
wish you a happy New Year. Once
again it is that time of year when one
of the very fortunate A.C.Y.O.C.
Chapters has the opportunity to
prepare for the National Sports
Weekend and General Assembly. As
stated in the post cards you received,
Sports Weekend will take place
JUNE 30 - JULY 4, 1993. A full
package plan with the itinerary will be
sent to all members by the first week
of May. We hope that all of you will
be able to make it. If anyone is
interested in making a donation to the
Sports Weekend booklet, please
contact Christine Ermarkaryan at
(416) 759-4995. If you have any
questions regarding Sports Weekend,
you can contact Lydia Donelian (416)
827-8639 or Dikran Yaldizcyan (416)
824-4233.

A.C.Y.0.C. MISSISSAUGA

CHRISTIAN LOVE"

During the weekend of March 19 -
21, 1993, 11 A.C.Y.O.C. members
headed out to Collingwood, Ontario
(Blue Mountain) to take part in the
Toronto A.C.Y.O.C.'s Retreat. The
theme was "Working Together with
Christian Love”. The retreat was led
by Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, the
Rector of St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary in New Rochelle, New
York, and was also attended by Hayr
Abel Oghlukian and  Asdghig
Kashkarian.

The Retreat consisted of an intense
schedule in order to make full use of
the short time we had together. Our
goal was to examine how we work
together in the Church and whether
we create room for Christian Love.
We discussed each of the concepts
WORK, TOGETHER, CHRISTIAN
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determine how we can combine all
four in our Church Work. We
discussed the importance of
working with Christian Love when
we work with our fellow Christians
in our Church.
One of our sessions involved
evaluating each of our
expectations from the Church. The
results were very informative. It
seems that many of us expect
various things from our Church.
The Church is made up of the
people, and it is from the people
that we expect the most: to
provide strength, to create a sense
of belonging, to teach us, to
provide us role models, to fulfill our
spiritual needs and to strengthen
our faith, etc. But we also
discovered that our relationship
with our Church is reciprocal. Just
as we expect to get strength and
support from our Church, we also
expect to help others in that
regard. We also want to be
teachers and role models. We will
get out of Church, whatever we put
into it. We, the people, make up
our Church and therefore we must
serve to fulfill our own expectations
from our Church.
We learned a great deal from one
another, especially the importance
of listening. Deacon Hratch made
us realize that too often people
hear what others say, including our
priests' sermons, but rarely do we
listen to one another. Listening is
one of the most important keys to
working together with Christian
Love.
We sincerely thank Deacon Hratch
for taking time out of his busy
schedule to help us this weekend.
He enabled us to take a break from
our daily lives which have
unfortunately obscured our vision.
Thank you Deacon Hratch for
helping us slow down our pace and
remind ourselves of why we do
what we do - ALL IN THE NAME
OF CHRISTIAN LOVE.

Arpi Musluyan
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Weekly-10

By Arto Payasllun.

Cwl and bright, the day opsns its eyes
over Stelling Road in Cupertino, Califor-
nia. It's Saturday, so the traffic is slight
and chearful; dstarmined men golng to
the hardwate store, families headed for
the monthly floa market, and Joggers
panting toward a hot shower and
breakfast.

Keeping a watch over this colorful
stream [s the newly built St. Androw’s
Armenian Apastolic Church, the only
Armenien church In Santa Clara Coun-
ty. A note taped to the door reads: “Will
ba back In ten minutes,’” The strokes of
tho letters are thick, red, and playful.

After lotting the paper flap and twist
in the breeze, | take it and go lean on
my car to wait for Father Vazken
Movsesian. In the quist, Baroque plano
music falls serenely from a secend floor
window of the'church. | grow lmpatient
with a smile. .

Hae drives Up in a blus Toyota Corolla
and steps out almost before he parks it.
With a firn handshake and warm
words, he leads me to his offica. As |
sit down, two small speskers fill the
room with music—the ssme music |
heard outside—''Bach on Abbey
Road,” -

Der Vazken, a trus music lover, once
wanted to joln Jethro Tull. Wa pause for
a sacond to enjoy how Bach might have
envisioned “Eleanor Rigby.”

The office walls are adorned with
varicus photographs, soms of which are
his own contributions to the art. One okd
photo stands epart from “the rest,

ASSAREZ ENGLISH WEEKLY
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Father Vazken Movseslan

where wa’re sitting now,” he says, as
“In My Life” hovers In the background.
Now the houss, the barn, and the fig
tree &re gons. With very little funds,
construction was begun in 1988 to build
8 new church for the growing number
of Armenians in the area. “It's been a
tough one,” says Der Vazken when
spegking about the process. “But this
community haa about 600 families in the
area and the uniquse thing is that there’s
only one Armenian church. So wea're
fortunate because, even though you
find a few factions here and there, for
tha most part it is 8 unified community,””
Der Vazken is proud of that fact. He
is a man who believes that no single
organization should dictate the way
Armenians think, behave, or pray. He
is also @ man who accepts the consa-.
that gre tho result of speak}ng

though. A young man of about 35 Is In
mid-alr, his face glowing, and his fingers
touching his toes.

“Who's that?” | ask.

*That’s my dad,” he responds. “He
was In a dance group In LA, We grew
up surrcunded by a lot of culture.”

Born In the mid-50s In Los Angsles,
Hovsep Movsssian grew up in American
pubiic schools, sttended Holy Martyrs
Farrahlan Armenian School, and
gradusted from John Marshall High
School. He got his BA and MA from
USC in soclal ethics end psychology
with a year betwoen spent studying at
Etchmiadzin, Armenta.

In 1882, he became Der Vazken when
ha was ordained In St. James Church
in Los Angsles end Immediately assign-
od to the Santa Clara County parish near
the Bay Area.

*“We didn’t have a name here at that
time,"” he says. “Actuslly, we didn‘t
oven have a church.” He gives me tho
kind of smile that shows he end the
community have come a long way.

And they have.

Until 1985, St. Andrew’s was just a
house—literaily—with a tiny hell In it
Behind it was an old bamn and next to
i a besutiful fig tree, ““It used to be sight

one’s mind without compromisa.

As Der Vazken is sbout to continue,
a middle-aged man enters the office.
The stubble on his face and the dull
shina of his eyes revesl a genuine
modesty and weariness. Der Vazken
later tells ma that the gentleman is from
Sumgait, a surviver of the pogtoms of
1888. St. Andrew’s took him in, giving .
him some work around the church until
a more sultable arrengemsant could bo. .
found,

1 noticed how Der Vazken dealt with
the man. He looked him in the eye with
friendship and confidence, as an equal.
Many others might have been patroniz-
ing. When he sat back down, | realized
| was talking with a rebe! with a cause,

Much of Der Vazken's courage snd
humanity is due to his upbringing. His
father was born in Marsaille, France,
and his mother in Boston. The Movse-
sian home was a strong Armenian
home.

*"Wa wero kind of an unusual family
because at that ime thera were very few
Armenians In tho Los Angelss area. |
remamber in the public schools there
were Just one or two Armenians,”” says
Der Vazken, “snd many of my parents’
friends discouraged them from giving us
Armenian namss or speaking Armenian

.10 us in the house. They thought we'd

have probloms growing up, which we
did.”” He smiles and looks away. “But
it was worth it.”

Dor Vazken’s Impact on the com-
munity is reflected In its sense of just
that: community, There is a tightness
here, a kinship that peaple feel, no mat-
ter what kind of Armenians they might
be In terms of cless or where they’re
from, or even thelr political ideas. St.
Andrew's brings together simost

And for once, not only do the young
people get involved, but for many years
thelr youth group was consistently
awarded flrst priza for Its ac-
complishments, which Includa helping
‘the homeless and putting togather a
potition sent as a protest to the

R el

Chinosa govemmant aftor the Tlenan-
.man Squaro mamuo. Thesa wem in
.additlon to_what"ere generafly con-
sidered Armentan communtty activities.
It's no wonder. ‘they’ve -coma:; o call
themselves ‘‘tha . most pxogmsstve
church In the free world.”

Thae drive of this progressive attitude
is Der Vazken. | have not met another
priest that the youngsters consider a
close friend, someons they can tslk to,
relate to, even have breakfast with at
Danny’s. The reason for this amazing
bond is simply that Der Vazken is real.
Ho is down-to-eerth, big-hearted, and
energotic. And, most importantly, he

Saturday, August 29, 1932

children, and many did. “'l think this is
unique to Santa Clara because it's such
8n affluent community, In 1983, the San
Josa school district was the first in
California to dsclare bankruptcy,’” says
Der Vazken. “An affluent area with a
bankrupt school, so what doaes that tell

- you? Poop!o don‘t care sbout this ldnd

of stuff.”

It may seem like a. slightly pensive
outlook,-but it lsn"t. Der Vazken Is hard
on the youth and thelr parents because
they’re” his real backers. Since he
doesn't like to be affiliated with any par-
dcular organization or party, nons will

- fully lond thelr support. It’'s an uphill bat-
" tls, but he’s winning it, his way.

Besides the youth, Der Vazken is also
a ploneer In theology. Itahould be ob-
vious by now that he doesn't fit the
nwofushmabomAnm-

. sterootype
nian priests. Ho Is ‘quite an Indeperident -

thinker \who has fio probiém with rock-

. Ing the ‘boat once'in a° ‘while. One might

ask wheére an Armenian’ priest with
many unconventional ldeas could voice
them 10.thé public? Der Vazken askod
himself_‘that question” and quickly
answered: 1o start your own journal.

The- first issue- of Window wss
published in ths winter. of 1990. Edited
by Der Vazken.and -Deacon Hratch X'
Tchilinglrian, it is probably the most pro-
gressive and fearless quarterly in the
Diaspora today, reaching almost 1,000+«
subscribers. Topics range from libera- -
tion theology In the: Armenian Church -

St, Andrew’s Church In Cupertino

doss not Imposa religlon on peoples,
rather it seems that his aim Is to help
bring out the splrit of people no matter
what form it appears in, as long as it's
for the betterment of socioty.

Of coursa, nothing’s perfect. Oddly
snough, Der Vazken's one criticism of
the youth is xheir parents. in the ‘80s,
meny peop the Reag
system, and Armenlans were no excep-
tion,””

He points out that people got so
swept up In weanting more and more
that they slmost forgot about their

to censorship.

Add to this a wife end two sons and
you could say that Der Vazken is sur-
rounded by, and is a source of, joy and
strength and support. He is a man who
has taken on difficuit challenges and

-tumed them into productive energy, and

then taken that energy to challenge
others to do their best, to be thelr best.

As | leave the psaceful tranquility of
Cupertino, I'm constantly remindad of
Der Vazken’s face when he said sm-
phatically, in the words of Neil Young:
1t battor to burn out than to rust.” 0

‘Submit to
Youth-Recommended
Call (818) 500-0609
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’ During tl;e' July 3-5, 1992 weekend, the Holy Trinlty Armenlan
‘ ‘ch of Toronto hosted a symposhim about.*“The Role of the
Deacon and His. Mlssion iy the Church”, organized by the St.’

" Nersess Liturgkal Institute of New Rochelle, New York. The

. institute is led by Deacon Hratch Tchilinguirian and Deacon
Michael Findikyan. The photo above shows the particlpants in
E this weekend program for deacons and other servers

A B A KA i0- MONDAY Aueue:rm 24TH; 1993
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Over 40 Deacons Attend St. Ne

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -
Recently, more than forty
deacons and altar scrvers par-
ticipated in the symposiums of

the St. Nersess Liturgical Insti-,.
tute, which were held respee--

tively in California and Cana-
da. Sponsored by St. Nerscss
Armenian Seminary, these
regional programs are first in
their scope and dircction. The
theme of the symposiums was
"The Decacon and His Mission
in the Armenian Church.”
The first of the three sche-
duled symposiums took placc
during the weekend of June
26-28 at the Western Diocese
Camp and Retreat Center in
Dunlap, CA. The weckend
consisted of worship serviccs,
Bible and liturgical studics, and
in-dcpth  discussions. The
main focus of thc program was
the role and function of the
dcacon in the Armcnian
Church. Among the instruc-
tors and lecturers were Fr.
Vazken Movscesian, cditor of
Window Quarterly and pastor
of St. Andrew Armenian
Church, Cupertino, CA; Dn.

TR ATYT FIFEIONEOT AN 2 T YT T

Michael Findikyan, doctoral
candidate in liturgics, and sem-
inarian Dn. Deron Pctoyan.
The weekend was concluded
with the cclebration of the
Divine Liturgy at the St. Greg-
ory Armenian Church in Fowl-
cr, CA.

The second symposium was
held during the weekend of
July 3-5, at the Holy Trinity
Armenijan Church in Toronto,
Canada. Dn. Hratch Tchilin-
girian, Rector of St. Nerscss
Scminary, and Dn. Findikyan
dirccted thc symposium.
Among thc gucst speakers
werc His Grace Bishop Hov-
nan Derderian, Primate of the
Canadian Diocese, who held a
lively discussion with the par-
ticipants on contcmporary

S

rsess Liturgical Institt

here during the weeke
August 21-23. Al de
altar servers and intel
individuals (men and wc
are invited (o explore th
meaning of their minis
the Armenian Church, A
the guest speakers will b
Grace Bishop Khajag Ba
ian, Primate of the E
Diocese; Rev. Fr. Arshen
zian, member of the St
scss faculty; Rev. Fr. Ga
Kochakian, ncwly appc
Chancellor of the E
Diocesc, and Dn. Hratch'
ingirian. The fce for the
posium is $50 which inc
materials, lodging and i
For further information |
contact the Scminary at |
628-4227.

FLmtvers e e o el T pe o s emesme

issucs facing the Armenian 7750
Church. Also, His Grace Bish- .. "

op Grigoris Puniatyan, Primate
of the Diocese of Shirak (Len-
inakan) addressed the group.
Bishop Puniatyan was the
gucst of the Canadian Diocese.

The third and last Litur-
gical Institutes will be held at
St. Nersess Armenian Scminary
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Primate of Canada Heads I'ission to Armenia

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -
Teaching the importance of the
Christian faith is just one as-

pect of the Missjon (0 Armen-

ia project, according to His
Grace Bishop Hovnan Derder- -
ian, Primate of the Diocese of

the Armenijan Church of Cana- -

da. Bishop Derderian is the
group Icader for the project,«
which is sponsored and coordi--
nated by St. Nersess Armenian ;-
Seminary of New Rochcllc,
New York., 7 o v

"To. help them (the pcoplé :,'

of Armcma) to 'love the cere-

* monics, o love the church and -

1o listen to the Word of God
with interest,” said . Bishop
Derderian, “are among” the -

many goals’in mmd for this.

project.

The MISSIOH is dcslgncd for
young pcople, who have- the
commitment to go and spread.:
the Word of. God, the teach~
ings of the Armenian Chu:ch
and the warm fcchng ofa o

‘Christian community- lifc. to

fcllow Armcnian brothers and
sisters.. This .event will” take. -
place July 20 through August,
12. The first week of the pro-

jCCl will be hceld at St.’ Nersess

e T

Scminary and will consist of
intense training for the 20
participants from North Amer-

'lca The latier two weeks will

"be spent in the remoic. villages
-of Abaran and-Charcentzavan,

£ in the Aragadz Valley of Ar-
-menia, conducting educational,

spiritual and liturgical activities

<. on a daily basis. Both Bishop

Dcrdcnan and Dn.. Hratch

" Tchilingirian, *Rector- of St
;Ncrscss Seminary, ha.ve been in
. constant contact with the. Vicar:
of the Diocese of Ararat, Bish-

op Karekin Nersissian, who as-
“signed-the appropriate villages

for the implementation of this
project. The 'Mission parucx-.
. pants will live with limlllCS m-

he villages. "~

- "In order to make the ex:
pcrlcncc more mcaningful, the
_’participants. are’ going to stay

"and live: wuh familizs in the -
vn!lagcs, said. Bxshop Derder-

-ian.»"The first step is \,rcaung a

- fellowship with the cummunity;
. creating a' ground {o mect the
" members of the commumly in

smallcr forums and varc our
expcncnccs

studics, lecturcs, discussions,
and home blessings, ‘that will
appeal to the village communi-
tics. However, - the Mission

“participants will also stress the.

importance of Christian fellow-
ship and social life.

The ultimate goal of the"
Mission is to help the pcople
of Armcnia have a Christian’
community " lifc_as found in.
North Amecrica; a life 1hal is”
united in God, in worshnp, in
praymg together, and in shar-'.
ing dally life with one anothcr
This is how the church famlly_;
is a second homc, . explains .
Bishop Derderian. = "~

" Another stcp to help meet
these - goalsoof _the Mission

“would be a more institution-

ized'one. Spccifically designed
cducational * brochures and
other lcarning materials would
be " readily - available to " the
village community members to
tcach them how to effectively
read the Biblc, lcarn the Sacra-

-ments and conduct their own

'Bible Study activitics when the

: * . Mission " group ‘leaves. " "And
The group wxll h,ad morn- -
mg and evening services, Bible

thisiis* only a.start," Bxshop
_Derderian concludes, r

H
’

e e D et e -
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"~ MONTREAL - The Primate
of Canada, His Grace Bishop
Hovnan- Derderian, .will lead a

group of missionaries to Ar-.

-menia, . sponsored and. coordi-

“-nated by St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary f New Rochelle, New
York. . - .-

“To h2lp the people of Ar-
menia to love the ceremonies,

- 1o love the church and to
Clisten - to the Word of God
© with interest,” said Bishop Der-

derian.
~ The Mission is designed for

‘young peogle, who have the

commitment to go and spread
the word of God, the teachings

* of the Armenian Church and the
- warm - feeling' of a Christian

community life to fellow Ar-

_menjan  brothers ang sisters.

Primate of Canada Heads

‘Mission to Armenia

The project is salted from
July 20 to- August 12. The first .
week will be held at St. Nersess
Seminary and .will consist of

_intense training for the 20 par-
- ticipants from. North America.

The - latter two weeks will be
spent in the remote villages of
Abaran and Charentsavan, in the
Aragadz Valley, conducting edu-
cational, spiritual and: liturgical
activities on a - daily “basis.
- Bishop Derderian and Deacon
Hratch Tchilingirian, rector of
St. Nersess Seminary, have been
in constant contact with the
appropriate 'villages for the im-
plementation of this project,
The mission participants will
live with families in the vil-
lages. -
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St Nersess. Participates in Pan-_
On‘hodox Conference -

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
recently participated in a
three-day conference on Or-
thodox Theological Eduauon
in North America.

- Representing the Semmaxy

were Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, -

the Rector; Dn. Michael Fin-
dikyan, Office of Development,
and Dr. Vigen Guroian, Direc-
tc- of ~crdemic Affairs. They
joined representatives from
other seminaries in North

America from the Carpatho-’
Russian, Greek, Ukrainian,

Serbian and American Ortho-
dox churches. _

Conferees heard presenlta-
tions by experts in the areas of
strategic planning in a non-
profit institution, seminary
trustee development, fund-
raising, _institutional develop-
ment, and student recruitment.

The conference was funded by :
the Lilly Foundation, a major
_advocate of theological educa-

.tion and development in Am-

erica, with the support of the
Association of Theological
Schools in the Umted States
and Canada. '

Dn. Tchilingirian said that

- St. Nersess is steadily progress-
"ing toward associate -member-

ship in the Association of
Theological Schools. "We are
working aggressively to develop
St. Nersess in all facets of its
operation: campus, faculty,
academic program, financial
support and student recruit-
ment.Considering the critical
shortage of clergy in the Ar-
menian Church, we must stren-
gthen St. Nersess to enhance
its ability to provide trained
and able leaders for our com-
munities.”
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By Florenice Avakian .

NEW YORK, NY - Thirty Armcnian
Churches in North - America arc without
pricsts. ‘This results in six to ten thousand
Armenians being regularly deprived of worship
services. And this in a church which not only
marked its 1,600 anniversary, but also cclebrat-
cd its 100th anniversary in North America this

r.

This-alarming fact underscores the urgent
and immediate nced to provide Armenian
clergymen throughout these communitics, This
role has been vested in the only Armenian
scminary in North Amcrica, St. Nersess, locat-
cd in New Rochelle, NY.

*The community for itls own nceds, must
realize that il we all don't provide pcople for
the fulure, we will not survive,® declares Da.
Hratch Tchilingirian, the dynamic Rector of St.
Nerscss. “There is a symbiotic rclationship
between the Scminary and the community.
They cannot cxist scparatcly. If we have a
shortage of scminarians and priests, it's reflec-
tive of the community. There must be a collee-
tive cffort between the communily, the clergy
and the church leadership.®

Though the Scminary has launched an
aggressive recruitment plan, the cacrgetic Rec-
tor belicves that the most powerful way of
convincing is through cxamplc. But cqually

¢ important is the nced for a major change in
:-the community’s attitude. “Peoplc have passed
t the buck to the priests, bishops or St. Nersess.
_They say go find candidatcs for the pricsthood.
We can never succeed like that,” he repeats
Fyith Enusun.lf candor.
HE IR S

~

" ~

' FUTURE PLANS
Plans for the advancement of St. Ncrsess
“academically, and with the communily and
other institutions are far-reaching and ambi-
tious. Previous graduates are being groomed 10
further their cducation, then return and join -
! the increasing faculty cullcd from the ranks of
* the academic and “scholarly world. Ultimately,
- this process will lead St. Nersess as a member
" of the Association of Theological Schools in
the United States, the prestigious institution
which accredits seminarics,

In the ncar future, exchange students from
Armcnia will arrive to learn about the life and
thinking of thc Westera Armcnian Diaspora.

7 St.” Nersess will play a vital role in assisting
Armenia in specific arcas, such as routine
exchange of seminarians, clergy, theological and
cducational materials, -

Within the Armenian community, parish
outr&zich programs, conferences and lec-
lures - Including the special scrics in memory

- of the Scminary's founder Archbishop Tiran
Nersoyan - arc alseady in the planning slage, as
well as publications and press projects.

Interrelated with all these plans is the all-
important training of pricst-leaders who can
icad their parishioners in all their religious,
social, political and cultural nceds. Thercfore,
a vital ingredicnt in the training at St. Nersess

. is the teaching of contemporary Armcnian is-

sucs in Amcrica, "community concerns beyond
the parish lcvel. The role of a priest is his
involvement with the everyday life of the peo-

ple,” Dn. Hratch says with conviction.

. LEADERSHIP
“A pood Icader is a'good foltower,” is Dn.
Hratch’s definition of a leader. A lcader is one
who "follows the conscnsus of the people he or
she is leading.” He adds, "The greatest leader

. was Christ himself, who ultimatcly gave his lifc.

«The test of Icadership is onc's willingness and

. courage 1o be ‘crucified” for the sake of his

- people, it is total dedication and commitment
- 1o the people that you are scrving, This con-

“ocpt of leadership is not only lacking in the -
" Armenian religious circles, but also in the

Armenian communily at large, including the
political partics. * he says with refreshing hon-

csly.
Unafraid to speak his mind, Dn. Hratch _

R e i AT AR
Dn, Hrasch Tchilingirian, Rector of St. Nersess
Seminary.

nonctheless chooses his idcas carcfully, *Ter-
minology is very important. We have (0 articy-
latc our vision through words. For decades,
even centurics, certain words in our Armenian
.vocabulary have come 10 mean cerlain things
with ceriain limitation,” he comments thought.
fully. )

"Leadership right row for Armenians means
somcone who rules, who is silting on the
throne, passing down orders. [t's perecived as a
very prestigious or clevated position. It's not a
sacrificial leadership. Ultimalcly, whether onc

_Is a leader or not, is dcicrmined by the people.
It cannot be scif-proclaimed. He adds that in
view ‘of what he calls "the New Armcnian
World Order,” the traditional relatfonship and
understanding between the leader and the led
in the Armenian community is and will be
redefined. "Frofessionalism, clficicncy, courage
and universal outlook will be the necessary
requirements for leadership, and here at St
Nersess we are addressing these issues of lead-

crship in the gencral community and the

church in particular,” he reiterates.

This rocipe certainly fils 1he young but
mature scminary recior. Born in Beirul 28
ycars ago. He has studicd in Jcrusalem, New
York and California and holds scveral degrecs.
An innovator, he was the catalyst In sccking
out like minded young, cnthusiastic Armenians
and launchcd a daring religious magazine
named WINDOW. Each issue challcnges its
readers with informative, rescarched and pro-
vocative articles, such as “In Scarch of an Ar-
menian Theology of Liberation”; "The Year the

Armenian Church Dicd®; "Is the Collar Chok- ~

ing the Armenian Pricst™?

Dn. Hralch's communily expericnee, sludics
at St. Nersess, and his religious philosophy
sivike Kie an Ideal Lader for 5t Nersess. sde .
considers the hardest part of his work “not
having cnough timc, and not cnough funds to
do more. What we are doing is a thanklcss job
because the resulls are not immediately tangi-
ble. As Armenians, we scek quick answers (o
our labors. But here, it is like planting a tree.
The fruit won't be ripe right away.” . °

The rewards of this work, he says, "is the
fecling that we are “accomplishing somcthing
valuable. A great plus is that we started this
critical work now instcad of 20 or 30 ycars,
from now. As we stand at the threshold of the

21st century, St. Nersess is the only institution .

which will provide lcadership and service 10 the-
Armenian Church and community in North
Amcrica.” - S
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‘crucified’ for the sake of his people, it - but mature scmmary rector. Born in
is total dedication and commitment to'  Beirut 28 ’ycars ago,* he has'studied in . . :
the people that you are serving. This Jcrusalcm, New:York-and California ot
_concept of leadership is not only Inck-‘ and""hold - 5cv¢[al}‘desr¢¢5 ' An' in-
"ing in the Armenian religious circles, novator, he was the catalyst in secking .
but also in the Armenian communityat’  out like minded. young, enthusiastic ; - ‘ :

St. Nersess Armeman Semmary
Leadersth, For The let Century

By Fi Iprem:e

large, including the political partics,”.. Armeni and launched’ a daring - - -
. he says with refreshing honesty. , religious magazine, named. Window.
Unafraid to speak his mind, Dn." Each issuc challenges its readers with.

-
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Dn. Hmtch 1 Tchilingirian, Rector

'St. Nersess Armenian Seminary.

. orders.

Hralch nonetheless  chooses' his ideas
carefully, “Terminology is very impor-
tant. We have 1o articulate our vision
through words. For decades, even cen-
turics, certain words in our Armecnian
vocabulary have come to mean certain
things with ccrtain limitation,’ he com-
ments thoughtfully.

“Ieadership right now for Arme-’

nians means somecone who rules, who -

informative, researched -and pro-
vocative articles, such as “In Scarch of
an Armenian Theology of Liberation”;
“The Year the Armenian Church
Died”; “Is the Collar Choking the
Armcnian Priest™?

Dn. Hratch’s. community ex-
perience, studics at St. Nerscss, and his
religious philosophy make him an ideal
- eader for St. Nersess. He considers the

is sitling on the throne, passing down™*hardest part of his work “not having

K's perceived as a very
prestigious or clevated position. It’s’,

. not a sacrificial leadership. Ulumalcly,
whether one is a leader or not, is deter-

mined by the people, It cannot be self-
proclaimed. He adds that in view of
what he calls “The New Armenian
World Order,” the traditional relation-
ship and understanding between the
leader and the led in the Armenian
community is and will be redefined.
“Professionalism, efficiency, courage
and wuniversal outlook will be the
necessary requirements for lcadership,
and here at St. Nerscss, we are address-
ing these issucs of Icadership in the
general community and the church in
particular,” lie reilerales.

This rccxpc certainly fils the young

. Thlny Armenian Chnrcha"in
North Americg ,are, wuhoul priests.
This resulls in’ SIx "to ten ‘thousand
Armenians being rcgularly dcpnved of
worship scrvices. And this in a'church _

which nol only marked its 1600 an- !

nivcrsary. but also celebrated its 100th
anniversary in Nonh Amcnca (hls
year.

This atarming facl undcrscorcs the

urgent and immediate need to provide
Armenian clcrgymcn throughout these , .

communmes. This role has been va(cd

in the” only‘ Armeman seminary i’ ,‘.
! Armenla in specll' ic areas, such as.
'_rouunc cxchangc of scmmanans,
'us own -

North Amenca, 'St Ncrscs. Iocaled in
New Rochclle. NY

“The ’ oommunuy for’
needs, must realize that if we all don'i
provide peoplc for the future, we will~
not survive,”, declares: Dn. Hratch™

Tchilingirian, the dynamic*Rector of, ¢
- in memory of the Seminary’s founder.

St. Nersess. “There is a symbiotic rela,
tionship belween the Seminary. and the
community, - They.. cannot* exist

graduates are being groomed to further
their education, then return and join
the increasing faculty culled from the
" ranks of the academic and scholarly’
world. Ulttmalely. this process “will
lead St. Nersess as a member of the
Association of Theological Schools in’
the United Statt es, the prcstlglons in-,
stitution which’ accrcdus seminaries! ‘

In "the nmr - future, * exchangck

‘students’ from Armenia’ will arrive to”
lcarn about the life and thinking of the.”
Western ' Armenian  diaspora.” St.:
Nersess will plny a vital role in assisting,

clergy,” 1heologxcal and educauonal

malterials. *

v Within the Armcman commumly.

partsh outreach programs, confcrenocs

‘and lectures-including the special series;

* Archbishop' Tiran’ "Nersoyan-are;
- already in the planning stage, as well as:

separately, lr we Imve a shonagc of-7» publications and press projects. .., ¢

scminanans and pricsts, it's reﬂcclwc
of the commnm(y There must be a ool-

"

lmcrrclaled with all these plans is,
lhc all-xmportam training of pm.sl—

lective effort between the community,”,- leaders who can lead their parishioners -

the clergy and the church leadership.”
* ' Though the Seminary has launch-"
ed an aggressive recruitment plan, the

cnergetic Rector believes that the most -

powerful way of convinc:ng is through ™~
example. But equnlly ;mporlant is the '
nced for a’ major chansc in the com-"
munity's alutudc. "Peoplc have passed
the buck to ‘the pncsls. bishops_or

St.Nersess. They say go .find can-_f,
didates for the pticsthood. We can j.

never succeed like that,”
with unusual w:dor. B

he repea

me.”
Y Fature Plans
L st Bt

“’,Pla e advificemeit of St
';_‘s"' [113 'i ), ' Ill t k 4.- }\' )'l‘
commu ?lt\e msliluli'o'nsmn'.rélq '

far-rc!sc ing aind ambiuous. Previous

follower," is Dn, Hra(ch s definition

in all their religious, social, political .
‘and cultural needs. Therefore, a vital.,

" ‘ingredient in the training at St. Ncrscs:,

is the teaching of contemporary Armc-]
nian issucs in America, “community;,

': concerns beyond the parish level, The

" role of a priest is his involvement withy,
". the everyday life of the pcople, Dn
Hratch says wuh convncuon. -

Leadership.” |

YA - 'good, leader is. a o
a leadery, fs leader is one who “rollm
the consensuf of the people he or she k

: lcadmg,* Be(adds. “The greatest leader
.was Chlrst ‘himself,” who ulumalclx.

gave; l)xs lifeh'l:lre tost of lmdershq: is-

" olé's ‘willingness' and courage 1o be

_enough’ ume. and | not enough funds to
do more.. _What we are doing is a-
thankless -job' because. the results are
not immedialely tangible. As Arme-
nians, we scek quick answers 1o our
labors. But here, it is like planting a
tree.” The' fruit won't be npc right
away.”

The rewards of this work, he says,
“is the fecling- that we are ac-
complishing somcthing valuable. A
great plus is that we started this critical
work now instead of 20 or 30 years
from now. As we stand at the threshold
of the 21st century, St. Nersess is the
only institution which will provide
leadership and service to Lthe Armenian
Church and community in North
America," &

AMAA Sponsors-Seminar. -

For Pastors In Middle East

The Armenian’ Missionnry
Association of Amenca (AMAA),
recently sponsored a .seminar and .
retreat for Armenian Evangcllcnl

, Pastors and their families serving in the.; 1o the Connlhuams.
Middle East, accordmg to a statement -’
by the Rev. Movscs B. Janbwan. Ex--'

ecutive Director of lhe AMAA, The"

Bailey, a well-] known professor 6'['

+ theology, who has spent many years in

the Middle East. The principal text of
the seminar was the First Letter of Paul
Meanwhlle. Rev,
¢ Peter Dunn from the Baptist Church of
I.amaca held Bible Study sessions for .
lhe womcn.

event took place at a hotel .in lh°~ .other classes as,well, The children’ had

Throdos. Mountains of Cyprus. about:

a two ‘or three hour drive from Lar-
naca. The )

was

"o be conducive to reﬂecuon and con- .

centration.

Fifteen pastors rrom chanon.
Syria, Greece and Egypt, most_with”
their families, were in attendance The ;

their, owa program B

,\The cvcnl was a welcomc chanse :
for’ lhose who attended and served its

. purpose Jof providing Armenian
Evangcllcal clergymen with a respile
from their arduous labor, and a special

for mspxrauon and conunu-

scminar was led by Rev. Dr. Kcnnclh

ing educauon. [ *

,L,'J-w . KR4

AMAA ‘A.ccepts'App'hca tion,

For: James Essay:
‘ .b;,‘lv‘l;f:& Mrs, Jam
‘Brookhne, MA‘ " 1 ;

The Armcnlan Mlssionary

Association of Amcnca (AMAA) has‘

d the opening of its )|

James G.- Jameson | Essay Contest. ;

. of Armenian heritage such as religion, ;-
lllcralurc. language, hlstory, culture, :

. geography and economy..

.,;_{ Dty

COntesth

D

.r -The- essays,’ should be w}:tlen in-
English, and l\avc a length of 1,000 to
Topics should touch upon some aspect ;- 2,000 words.,A contalant is allowed

- no more than one cmry per year, and
no more than one membcr of a family
 may;, recewe an_award ina f' ive-year,

. Awards: will | be made in: lwo.t. penod aIf no,submmed essay'is con-;,

catcgones. High school con(cstams. )
and . Collcgc/Umvcrsuy con(cstams.,, awaxd wxll bc granled

Entries e acccplcd unm June IS.

Any Armcnian or pan—Armcnlon

of the Publications Commm;c

sxdcrcd sufficiently mcnturlous, no.
o, Bover ,»« RAat
A pancl of three’ Judgcs, Lhau'cd
by Mr'. George, Maranjian, Chairman.;
or thei;

s,

high scl,ool or, collegc/universnty AMAA will evaluau: contest enl.rim He

students, are ellgtblc. Only unpublishod

cnlrics wlll e acccpxcd ,The winner n , dll’

each catcgory willl be. awarded 525
each, provided from the’ incomc of. a

Enl,nc.s and/or inquirics should be.y
cctcd jo; James G- - Jamesop, Essay,i

Corylcs', ,Armenian iMissionary.
v Association’; of .. Ametica," . Inc.;.140.2

special Essay Contest Fund established  Forest Avcnue. Paramus, NJ. 076528

pr——

J——

who were free to allend/
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Minister of Religious Affairs
- Visits St. Nersess |

On October 30, Mr. Ludwig Khachadrian,
Minister of Religious Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia paid an informal visit to St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary in New Rochelle, NY.
The Minister explained the current religious
developments in Armenia and the status of the
Armenian Church to the seminarians. It was a
unique experience for the students to speak with
Mr. Khachadrian about the religious life of
Armenians and hear the perspective of the
government on religion and religious
organizations.

A discussion pertaining to cooperation-

between St. Nersess and Armenia—concerning
research and analysis of religious issues—was
discussed between Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian,
the. Rector of St. Nersess, and Mr.
‘Khachadrian. Also, the possibility of an
intensive training program for the staff
members of the Ministry of Religious Affairs
was discussed. St Nersess has offered to help the
Ministry in their specific and technical needs.
On November 1, a meeting was held between

Mr. Khachadrian, Dn. Hratch and Dr. Eileen
Barker, from London School of Economics,
concerning the cults in Armenia. Dr. Barker, a
Sociologist of Religion, offered helpful
information and analysis of the new religious

‘movements in Armenia. Plans are underway

to assist the Ministry with further information
on the new religious movements that are
operating in Armenia.

-Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian said, "The
religious needs of Armenia are enormous. So
far the Diaspora has concentrated on medical,
scientific, economic and other needs, and has
left it up to the "church” to do something about it.
While the Church in the diaspora has plans to
assist Armenia, and some of the projects are
underway, we need more expedient plans to
tackle the issues, otherwise it might be too late...
the whole comrhunity should be involved with
this problem. Without religious, moral, ethical -
values, democracy will fall short to build a
nation." '
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Painter
Levon Jamgochian:
Visits Armenia

Levon Jamgochian, the painter-

- printmaker from Washington,

- DC, left for Armenia on October
31 to oversee the founding of the -

International Graphic Center in

Gumiri (Leninagan), where plans .

have been underway since April
1990 with the approval of local
city officials. This complex will
consist of large and modern
facilitics of printmaking studios,
an art gallery, a library, an
auditorium, a graphic art
muscum, a muscum shop, a
park, and an adjacent hotel.

Levon will donate additional
works of art to help the second
phase of fund raising for the pro-
ject, will paint new series of
works, and complete a documen-
tary film on his art.

From 1989-1990, during the ar-
tist's nine months in Armenia,
extensive cultural projects were
rcalized through the sponsorship
of . the Ministry of Culture,
Ministry of Education, National
Gallery of Art, Spurk Committee,
Artists Union, the Armenian Per-
mancnt  Representalion in

Sy ~§9§- A % ,.'é ¢
The painter Levon Jamgochian.
Moscow, and the Ukrainian

" Socicly of Armenian Culture.

The painter had a successful
retrospective touring exhibit in
Yerevan (Artists' Union Hall),
Yegheknatzor, Chermoog and Et-
chmiadzin (branches of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art), in Moscow
{Armenian Cultural Center) and
in Kiev (Lenin Museum). The ex-
hibit included 120 works of
various media from 1965-1989.
Funds raised from the purchascs
of exhibit publications and art
works will benefit the Inlerna-
tional Graphic Center in Gumri
as his personal contribution to
the carthquake survivors.

'PAN,D New Year Celebration

PAND (Philadélphia Nor Daree) will celebrate its 10th an-
niversary this year. *"Mardis Gras" evening will be held in the
clegant ballroom of the Adams Mark Hotel in Philadelphia on
December 31, and plans for the “Eve of the Eve' dance are

also being made.

No advance sale tickets will be sold after December 20 =t

Ludwig Khachadrian, Armenia's Minister .
of Religious Affairs, Visits St. Nersess

AR .

Minister of Religious Affairs Ludwig Khachadrian (2nd from left] and Deacon

Hratch Tehilingirian (3rd from Ieft) with St. Nersess seminarians.

On Wednesday, October 30,

.Ludwig Khachadrian, Minister of

Religious Affairs of the Republic
of Armenia paid an informal visit
to St. Nersess Armenian Semina-
ry in New Rochelle, NY.

The Minister cxplained the
current religious developments in
Armenia and the status of the Ar-
menian Church. It was a unique
cxperience for the seminarians to
spcak with Mr. Khachadrian

about the religious lifc of Arme-

" nians and hear the perspective of

the government on religion and
religious organizations.

A discussion pertaining to co-
opcration between St. Nerscss
and Armenia concerning re-
search and analysis of religious
issues was held between Deacon
Hratch Tchilingirian, the rector
of St. Nersess, and Mr. Khacha-
drian. Also, the possibility of an

rarc cnormous.

intensive training program for
the staff members of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs was discuss-
ed. St. Nersess has offered to
help the Ministry in its specific
and lechnical nceds.

On Friday, November 1, a
mecling was held between Mr.
Khachadrian, Deacon Tchilingir-
ian and Dr. Eileen Barker of the
London School of Economics,
concerning the cults in Armenia.
Dr. Barker, a sociologist. of
religion, offered helpful informa-
tion and analysis of the new
religious movements in Armenia.

Dcacon Techilingirian said,
"The religious needs of Armenia
So far the
Diaspora has concentrated on
medical, scientific, economic and
other needs, and has left it up to
the church to do something
about it. While the church in the
Diaspora has plans to assist
Armenia, and some of the pro-
jects are under way, we need
more expedient plans to tackle
the issues, otherwise it might be
too late... The whole communi-
ty should be involved with this
problem."

Garmertzie
Reunion in
New Britain, CT

Almost 100 New Englanders
gathered on Sunday, November
3, in New Britain, Connecticut,
for the first Garmertzic get-
together since 1982. Most had
roots in the village of Garmery in
the province of Kharpert,
Turkey. :

in attendance and give the name -

of the family member with
origins in Garmery. This was
done with great cxcitement as
people were introduced or rein-
troduced to relatives and friends.
Special guests from New Britain
included Hagop Garabedian, 85,
and Tom Hovanesian, 84. Fami-
ly trees, written at the last 1982
get-logether, were distributed to
cach family, with the hope that

. more information will be added

farm or Juniper Park in
Methuen, MA. In the last 20
years, there have been about four
or five get-togethers. As the reu-
nion came to a close, videos of
recent trips by some of the at-
tendces to Garmery were also
shown.

During the meeting, committee
members were nominated and
Baggy Hovancsian read the
treasurer's rcport. The Garmery

Rennunlent Aceanintimm sembmnd €m o
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with His Grace Bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the e AN D with Sevan Seminary arebeingplanned. Thereare several

potentisl candidates from Armenia, that the seminary

Canadian Diocese, visited Armenia for two weeks. During CRE ATIN G A BRID GE OF RES OURCE S & PRO G_RAMS administration is carefully screening for their qualifica-

their visit, they pursued several objectives for St. Nersess:
a) Possibility of recruitment in Arme-
nia; b) Establishing a theological de-
partment at Yerevan University; c)
Establishing a working relationship
with the seminaries in Sevan and
Etchmiadzin; and d) Arranging the
details of Mission to Armenia, (evan-
gelical in nature).

During their visit, Bishop
Hovnan and Dn. Hratch met with
numerous individuals: His Holiness
Vazken I, Catholicos of All Armenians;
Bishop Karekin Nersissian, Vicar of
Ararat Diocese; Bishop Gregoris
Puniatian, Primate of Shirak

{Leninakan); Mr. Norair Arakelian, . . : -
. . The Serinan of Sevan of the Araratian Dioceae. Seminarians ond focult
Rector of Yerevan University; Mr. SEVAN with Bishop Korekin Nersissian tcenter) Vicor of the Arortian Diocexe mz

Ludwig Khachadrian, President of the Rector of St. Nersess.

Parliament’s sub-committee for Religious Affairs; Prof. Yervant Melkonian, Editor of Etchmiadzin Monthly and
member of the faculty of Etchmiadzin
Seminary; and many others who were

ARy . - - . B ]

involved with religious affairs in Ar-
menia. Also, meetings were held with
the Youth of the Armenian Church in
the Ararat Diocese; the Momik Chris-
tian Cultural Association in Yerevan;
Lousavorich newspaper staff; and the
Armenian Apostolic Brotherhood
(Yeghpayragtzootyune).

These meetings proved to be very
help in clarifying the objectives of St.
Nersess in Armenia. As aresult of this
trip, a group of twenty Armenians,
headed by Bishop Hovnan Derderian,
went to Armenia to do mission work in

Eltchmiodzin Seminarians and staff with Bishop  the Abaran and Charentzaven regions

JETCHMIADZIN fismanbesirion i rineieal e Concian
———————————— '8¢,

PAGES 5. Nevws News Sunaes 1092

tions. As for starting a theological
department at the Yerevan Univer-
sity, the project, the way it should
work, is beyond the resources of St.
Nersess at this point. However, the
possibility of exchange of lecturers
and instructors is being considered.
The need for religious literature
and cducation in Armenia is enor-
mous. Long term religious education
programs need to be developed. Ob-
viously, St. Nersess Seminary will
not, and cannot, do it alone. A col-
lective cffort is a must, by both clergy
and laity, to help Armenia in her re-

S s 7
Armenian Church Youth %an_izah'a.ﬂ of the Araration Dioc

with the Vicar of the cse YE REVAN ligious needs also. "

His HoLINEss VAZKEN I SUPREME PATRIARCH AND
CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS:
“...In these critical imes, St.
Nersess should be strengthened, so
that it may realtze its mission in the
near future...Etchmiadzin or
Jerusalem alone cannot fulfill the
needs of all the communities,
especially here in the United States. If
during the next ten years we do not
train enough priests for the United
Slates, at St. Nersess, the future of
the dioceses will be uncertatn.
Therefore, St. Nersess has a historical
and vitalrole to play in this community.
My wish or rather my request is that
all resources-whether flnancial,
moral, or otherwise-be allocated so
that the Seminary may serve its

frended purpose..” " utsnodieransmmigsion 119 HOLINESS

51 Newm e News Soeae 1992 PaGE 7
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SAHAG MESROB ANNUAL BANQUET

The Sahag Mesrob Armenian School held its
annual fund raising banquet on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17, 1991 at the Cultural Center of the St.
James Armenian Church in Watertown, MA.

After the invocation by Der Dajad Davidian, Mr.
Edward Kazanjian, Jr. welcomed the assembly
and was followed by greetings from the Parish
Council Chairman, Mrs. Sarah Bejoian.

Mr. Paul Korian, the fund raiser for the event,

. gave an effective talk on the need for supporting

the school.
The delicious dinner of Chicken and Pilaf with

salad was very efficiently served by the members -~

of the Junior ACYOA under the direction of Mrs.
Heripsime Parsekian.

wsing the Chineses provers "LON'T CURSE -

THE DARKNESS; LIGHT A CANDLE" as his
opening remarks, Mr. Aram Sarkisian, the newly
appointed superintendent of the Sahag Mesrob
Armenian School, gave an interesting talk on the
help needed from all the members of the Armen-
ian community.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian was the guest
speaker. His topic was ''The Armenian Culture as
a Source of Faith''. Deacon Hratch emphasized
that our culture is based on and is interwined with
our Christian faith. He pointed out that it was only
after the Armenians converted to Christiznity that
we were recognized as a people. The invention of
the Armenian alphabet strengthened the bond
between our culture and our religion. In fact, the
first book to be translated and written in Armenian
was the Holy Bible. Deacon Hratch used the
structures of several Armenian words to illustrate
the strong bond between our culture and our faith.
For example, he pointed out that the word for
thanks in Armenian is ‘‘shnorhagaloutyoun"
which is made up of **shnor'* meaning grace and
"'gal” meaning receive. Thus the word thanks in
Armenian literaly means "I received your grace'.
Friendship in Armenian is ‘“'paregam’’ which is
made up of 'pari”’ good, and *‘gam(k)"’ will. Thus
friend, in Armenian, means good will.

Deacon Hratch went on to say that being an
Armenian means more than the transient involve-
ment in things Armenian. It requires that we prac-
tice and propagate our faith and our cullure. It is
necessary that we infuse our faith and our cuiture
in our youth and prepare them to properly as-
sume the leadership of our community and of our
religious establishments. He pointed out that there
are thousands of Armenians in several communi-
ties in the United States who do not have a proper
church organization for lack of priests.

“Qur faith" he said “"must be a big part of our
culture. We must live it on a daily basis".

At the close of his talk Mrs. Valentine Gara-

Sunday School Staff 1991 - 1992

Superintendent — Mrs. Nancy Kassabian
Assistant Superintendents: .
Mrs. Shake Iskenderian
Ms. Susan Bergoudian
Treasurer — Mrs. Norma Shooshan

Nursery Mrs. Laura Banks
Ms. Diane Shadbegian
Ms. Krista Kazanjian

Kindergarten Mrs. Adrienne Kenney
Mrs. Robin Bianchi
; Ms. Lori Zanazanian
. First Grade Ms. Natalie Zakarian

Mrs. Mary Gozbekian
. Ms. Adrina Young
Mrs. Marsha Alabachian
Ms. Carol Dudumian
Ms. Susan Bergoudian
Mrs. June Yacubian
Ms. Jennifer Peterson
Mrs. Irene Sarkissian
Mrs. Cheryl Pugliese
Mrs. Linda Ovoian
Mr. Greg Der Ananian

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade Ms. Martha Martinian
Ms. Kristin Sarkisian
Sixth Grade Ms. Miriam Gargarian

Seventh Grade Ms. Jill Arslanian
Ms. Melanie Kasparian
Mr. Robert Parsekian

-

Eighth Grade Mr. Danial Shadbegian
Mr. Richard Yacubian

Ninth Grade Ms. Karen Dederyan
Mr. Toros Maksoudian

Tenth Grade Mr. Edward Bréwster

Graduating Class  Der Dajad Davidian
Special Lessons Der Arsen Barsamian
Music : Ms. Anne Yeshilian
Mrs. Marcia Sechom
Acolyte Training  Mr. Michael Yapchaian

bedian present Deacon Hratch with a plaque of
the Lord's prayer as a token of our appreciation.
In addition, he was given a monetary present for
him personally but Deacon Hratch refused to take
it and gave it back as a donation for the School.

The students of Sahag Mesrob gave many reci-
tations which were followed by Armenian group
songs and dances.

In his closing remarks, Mr. Ed Kazanjian, Jr.
thanked the parents of the students for making the
demanding decision lo send their children 1o the
Sahag Mesrob Armenian School.

Mr. Paul Korian conducted the final phase of
the fund raising by reading the names of the
donors and the amounts donated.

Der Arsen Barsamian gave the closing benedic-
tion.



3 3 3 73

3 73 T3

-3 —3

OCTOBER 3, 1991

3

-3 3 3

3 73

THE-ARMENIAN REPOR’I‘ER

——3

A New Decade of Growth Planned For St. Nersess Semmary In New Rochelle, N Y.

NEW YORK, NY. - "Wc arc
pleased to announce the launching of
a new decade of growth and accom-

plishment at the St. Nersess Armenian-

Scminary,” said His Grace Bishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America, following the recent annual

meeting of the Seminary’s Board of

Trustecs.

The Scmmaxy Board of Trustees - a
panel consisting of Armenian Church
c!crgy, lay lcadcers, and acadcmics - met
in the tahlij of the Diocesan Complex
in New York City. The Board affirmed
its profound commitment to the pro-
gress of the St. Nersess facility, which
as the only Armenian theological sem-
inary in North America, is regarded as
a precious and vital resource for the
Church.

The Seminary has been fortunate to
have been guided for the past fiftcen
. years by the Reverend Fr. Mardiros
Chevian, who as its Rector was res-
ponsible for implementing the Semin-
ary’s various scholastic and summer:
programs. Fr. Chevian will be leaving
his position at St. Nerscss to accept
the post of Dircctor of Youth Ministry
for the cntire Diocese - a new position
conccived as the linchpin to the inno-
vative and comprehensive Youth Min-
istry Department which the Dioccse
has recently created.

NEW RECTOR

Wuh the departure of Fr. Chevian,
the Rev. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian
- himsclf a graduate of the seminary -
has been appointed Rector of the

O P
L H
3
1

i

v Wwvw«...;t Sy -

- an instructor at St. Ncrscss for many
years, as well as having cxtensive expe-
rience as a parish priest and as Canon

‘Sacrist of the St. Vartan Cathedral.

On the horizon. for the St. Nersess
Seminary is an ambitious building
project which will transform the prop-

crty in New Rochelle, NY,‘into a true .

academic campus. The Trustees dis-

cussed tentative designs, and were

presented with a scale model of the

.“proposed facility. While it is still too -

carly to describe the construction pro-
ject in detail, the general 2im is to

** build an environment which will foster

scholarship, -facilitate full academic
accreditation and provide a resource

BOARD MEETING. Tlxe St. Nersess Semmary Board -of Trustees met t0 dwcuss ~«-for"the Armenian Church community
plans for the only Armenian theological seminary in North America. Pictured are
(L to r): Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, the new Rector of the Semmary, Mrs. Louise

Simone, and Dr. Hagop Nersoyan.

Seminary. Deacon Tchilingirian has a
Master of Divinity degree, and rccently
carncd a Master of Public Administra-

«tion degree from California State Uni-
-versity Northridge. He is also a found-

ing member of the Armenian Church
Rescarch and Analysis Group, as well
as an cditor of ACRA’s flagship publi-
cation "Window Quarterly,” which
dcals with issucs in the Armenian
Church. His cnergy and imagination

_greatly impressed the Board of Trust-

ecs, which applauded Dn. Tchilingirian
as a highly capable addition to the new
Scminary staff.

Dr. Vigen Guroian has becn ap-
pointed as thc Scminary’s Dircctor of
Academic Affairs. As such, he will be

working closcly ‘with an Academic
Advisory Board, appointed by the
Primate and composed of scholars and

* theologians, which together will make
scholastic and curricular decisions. Dr.:

Guroian is currently an Associate
Profcssor of theology and cthics at
Loyola Collcge in Baltimore, MD, and
has written and lcctured widely in the
community. °

In addition, the Rev. Fr. Arten
Ashjian - Dioccsan Director of Ecu-
mcenical Relations - has been assigned
to coordinate liturgical activities and
scrvices at the Scmmary as its Chap-
lain. Fr. Ashjian'is no stranger to

working at the Scminary, having been .

in general.
"As a result of thesc new building
plans and staff appointments,” re-

marked the Primate, "we are confident

that the Seminary will be well
cquipped to meet the challenges which
_lie ahead, for the Armenian Church i m
both America and abroad. "
Attending the .mecting of the St
Nersess Seminary Board of- Trustees
were Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian,
Primatc of thc Western Diocese of the

Armenian Church. of America, . His

Grace Bishop Khajag Barsamian, the
Very Rev. Dr.' Krikor Maksoudian,

Rev. Fr. Dajad Davidian, Rev." Fr.*
Karekin Kasparian, Rev. Dn. Hratch

Tchilingirian, Mr. Sarkis Bedcvian,
Hon. Vincent Gurahian, Mr. Khacha-
door Kazarian, Dr. Barbara Merguer-
ian, Dr. Hagop Ncrsoyan, Dr. Dennis
Papazian, and Mrs. Louisc Simone.
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DEACON HRATCH

GRADUATES WITH
TOP HONORS

Rev. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian,
Pastoral Assistant at S, Peter Armenian
Church, Van Nuys, has graduated Sununa Cum
Laude from California State University,
Northridge, with a Masters degree in Public
Administration (MPA). His thesis is entitled
“The Administration Structure of the
Armenian Church.” [In 1987, Deacon Hraich
received his Master of Divinity degree from
St. Viadimir's Orthodox Theological School
and 2 Diploma in Armenian Studics from St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary in New York.
He also holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Literature from Concordia College, NY.
Deacon Hratch is the co-editor of WINDOW
Quarterly and is one of the founders of the
Armenian Church Research and Analysis
Group. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian

We congratulate Deacon Hratch on
this occasion and wish him success in his
endeavors.
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Latest Window Examines
Cul_ts And Sects In Armenia

Reseda, CA — Cuits in Armenia
is the subject of the latest issue of
WINDOW view of the Armenion
Church, the quarterly magazine of the
Armenian Church Research & Analysis
Group, In an attempt to educate the

community on the danger of cults, this
latest issue provides an extensive

coverage of cults presently operating in.

Armenia. “The deep psychological
wounds caused by the 1988 earthquake
have facilitated the infiltration of
various cults into Armenia under false
pretenses,” said Fr. Vazken Movsesian,
co-editor, “and for the first time we are
addressing this problem from an
Armenian perspective.” Some of the
topics discussed in this issue are, What
is @ Cult?; Coercive Cult Techniques;
Sects in Armenian History; Heretics
Denounced by the Armenian Church;
Cults and Biblical Doctrines. One of
the most revealing feature in this issue
is an interview with an Armenian Hare

Krishna, who was one of the Armenian
translators of the Krishna book. The
interview traces the early operations of
the cuit movement and its efforts
among the Armenians. Dr. Hratch
Tchilingirian, co-editor, who compiled
the profiles of the cults, stated that,
“the first step in combating cuits is to
know who and what they are, and then
scrutinize their teachings on the basis
of biblical theology.”

With this issue of Window,
A.C.R.A. Group poses a challenge to
the Armenian community and the
church, by the fact that, “the cults will
do what we neglect! They will extend
where we cannot reach! They will be
heard where our voice is silent.” Copies
of Window can be obtained from:
A.C.R.A. Group, 17808 Sherman
Way, Suite 315, Reseda, Ca. 91335 or
E-mail on the SAIN network:
1-408-257-1846, 2400 baud, 8-N-1.
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Religious Periodical Offers Overview on Cults in Armeniai

RESEDA, CA. - "Cults in
Armenia" is the subject of the
latest issue of Window view of
the Armenian Church, the
quarterly magazine of the Ar-
menian Church Research &
Analysis Group (A.CR.A.
Group).

In an attempt to educate
the Armcnian community on
the dangers of cults, this latest
issue provides an extensive
coverage of culls presently
operating in Armenia. "The
deep ‘psychological wounds
caused by the 1988 earthquake
have facilitated the infiltration
of various cults into Armenia
under false pretenses, said Fr.
Vazken Movsesian, co-editor,
"and for the first time we are
addressing this problem from

an Armenian perspective.®
Some of the topics discussed in
their issue are, "What is a
Cult?;" "Coercive Cult Tech-
niques;" "Sects in Armenian
History;" "Herctics Denounced
by the Armcnian Church;”
"Cults and Biblical Doctrines.”
One of the most revealing
feature in this issue is an inter-
view with an Armenian Hare
Krishna, who was one of the
Armenian translators of the
Krishna book. The interview
traces the carly operations of
the cult movement and its
efforts among the Armenians.
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian,
co-cditor, who compiled the
proﬁlcs of thc cults, stated
that, "the first step in combat-
ing cults is to know who and

what they are, and then scruli-;
nize their teachings on lhc
basis of biblical theology."

With this issue of Windaw,
A.C.R. A. Group poses a chal-
lcnge to the Armenian commu-
nity and the church, by the fact
that, "the culture will do what
we neglect. They will extend
where we cannot reach. They
will be heard where our voice
is silent.”

Copics of Window can be
obtained from:
A.C.R.A. Group, 17808 Sher-
man Way, Suite 315, Reseda,
Ca. 91335 or E-mail on the
SAIN network: 1-408-257-1846,.
2400 baud, 8-N-1. :
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. : IV . C s{)irituﬁl of religious awarenass,” he ax-
'w. . R ) ‘plains. **For instance, in countries where
I * JEASTER IN ARMENIA WILL : Christians are persecisted, there are bet.-
|

ter Christians than in the fres world.
“*" If somebody says [that people] are not
.- sllowed to practice [thelr religion], or
worship the: God they choose,
everybody—whether openly. or in
" gocret—will make sura that he does,
because he does not want to lose. his
faith In God. So that is a natural reac-
tion.”"*" NIRRT, 2
""But the deacon* cautions against
" underestimating a person’s spirituality or
its comp with the spirituality of
another individual, “There are _oensin
" @ reverend, hopi differences in the way we practice our
1?,22'3"33???,:3 fém with a sound gonfw, ‘religion, but ultimately wa are not the
trine and teaching, “and not distorted - *, Judgo of that,” he says, presenting the
with perverted and cultic teachings.” .- - Idea that in every human being there is
" He also adds that refigion has proven . 8 spirituality that needs to bo developed | -
1o be a comfort In the suffering the - * that progressed " through™ different;
Armenians have experienced following - stages. “We cannot say 8 Communist: "

0 be celebrated with a new fexrvor-
this year. A newly awakened
religious spirit has arrived at
the heels of the return of Arme-
nian churches and
monasteries and within the
general atmosphere of glasnost _
and perestroika. . . L e .
Religion was never lost upon the Armcmans.under Soviet
repression, the experts agree; but actual practice was done
within the confines of the state or in secret. With a new!y-found
freedom of worship, on the threshold of the 1 790111 anniversary
of the acceptance of Christianity by the Armenian nation, Soviet
Armenian believers have embraced their religion once again.
The groundbreaking ceremonies for a cathedral being con-.
structed for: the anniversay took place last week. But, as is
presented in the following interview article with local religious

3

ot inpiegiapd

e P et e s

iori ill i ifini o, B frituality;

leaders, priority for the Mother Church will involve redifining . ;.'o. ek, “Be it In Leninakan or- . Armanian does not have & sp :

Fm and rea;st[:ming‘)i'ls leadership role amongst the people, meeting  spitak.. the wick of thar faith [was] still .._he does, but is possibly l:et £m::tj
l their varying needs, and confronting the challenges of emerg-  burning in their hearts." This santiment - . stage [of his mmm' it

‘ i i uitf iths. # is echoed by Deacon Hratch Tchi -"We cannot say ) these P°°P :

ing alternatives, cult faiths. ingirian, editor of Window—a newly- -+ doing it just for’ political® reasons,
) . founded religious publication—and " T v 77 Please seo FAITH, page 23 . . |

Written from Interviews conducted by Vartan Ter-Ghavondian earthquake in Armenia,” we see a |
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THE HISTORY

The Church had lost most of its in-
fl onA It iety by the time
of the Armenian Republic (1918-1920),
argues Mary Kilbourne Matossian in The
Impact of Soviet Policies in Armenia.

was no longer the leader of Armenien

113, welfare socletles. Sho notes that’most

" Armenian- parochlal. schools., were :
- secularized by the time of the Armenian
public’s and that most Armenian in-
eiloctuals were hostile to the Church, ¢
€~ The Communism of the 1920s.and
1930s, consistent with the standard
Marxist line, considered religion the
opiate of the people, but could not force
upon the poeasantry the acceptance of
this notion. During this period, the Par-
ty never openly attacked the Church,
reserving Its criticism of religion per se.
But whila religious persecution was for-
bidden and freedom of worship was
g d, the practica! functionings
of the Church were mostly curtailed.
Matossian reports that church
properties—including lands, printing
presses, museums, and libraries—were
confiscated, leaving only “*forty
desiatins of orchard land, the church,
and the monks’ quarters.” Soviet courts
and the Offico of Registry of Acts of
Civil Status resumed the Church's

he author maintains that the Church |

. sent. However, Armenian emigres from
the Soviet Union paint the picture of a
Church under siege, abounded in in-
trigue. Nevertheless, the modem history
of the Church has yet to be written.

. RENEWED INTEREST - - =
IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS

ost expearts Egve.noted_an igtl:#nse

tremendous growth in spirituality,”
" Deacon Tchilingirian states. The reasons -
cannot be confined to the political at-
mosphere alone, according to the
deacon, and necessarily reflect the °
catastrophe that affected the Arme-
nians, Says Tchilingirian: *This tragedy
could have only been interpreted
through spirituel discemment because- ;
it was beyond human comprehension
“and explanation.”y iy i b7
b Deac.on‘;.'l',chilllr_lg.

Ian Dally N

oo ook
Apo Boghigiza

assumod by political partios and soclal. -, Armonia.. In tha light of perestrcika, .. niana tumed fo God: "Some yelled ot
** splrituality which was repressed in the -

past has been reawzkened. People have

' expressed a need for more rel'»gigus In-;
. -struction : and: Bibles are’ In” great -

demand,-"= "

*" *The religious awareness was very
high, just as the nationalistic feelings
wera vary high," recalls psychiatrist Dr.
Armen Goenjian, who has worked ex-
tensively with survivers of the earth-
quaka. “’Pecple have faith in their Chris-
tianity and there is a hunger for religious
leadership.”

Rev. Berj Djambazian, seniof pastor
of the United Armenian Church in
Hollywood has sensed that a new
courage has overtaken the Armenian
people in their coming forward to
declare their spiritual feelings. "It is not
just in the last year that this reawaken-
ing has been happening,” asserts Rev.
Djambazian. “Thisr ing elways
existed, but becausa of the political
pressure, it was an underground move-
ment. Now, the peaple are expressing

ware declared the property of the state;
their use was allowed only by special-
permission of the executive of the coun-

ty in question, But, persecution reach- *

[ hority over marriage and di ,  themselves freely. The spiritual  pertsare unwilling to venture a definite
] ” H I 4, (W) $ath v,

i } and “organized religlous of gs our have passedonto  response, as most see the matter as a "

| [ hildren...was .. forbidden .. hurch us for centuries in music, drawing, and  misty, gray erea. 7 - s

! A bulldings.”. .. .-t o Jlnl e poetry have had their effect.” Rev. - ‘There is a little bit of both,” says
i Soviet policy became even more  Djembazian delights in adding that  Rev: Dr. Fr. Levon Zokiyan, head of the -
1{ severa toward the end of the 1920s,  thousands are being baptized in Et-  Armanology Department at the Univer-
{; when all church buildings.In Armenia - . chmiadzin, whils a series of churches sity of Venice. He observes that peopls

. that were converted to musaeums “and

.. even barms" are being reopened as wor-
,ship sites. ’ :
. Ho recounts an episode of his recent

ed its height between 1929 gnd 1936,_... trip.to Armenia, which coincided with

-2By--1832,~ the."congregation of Et- -

hmiadzin was reduced to 20

Armenian Christmas. “It was 16 degrees

-, balow zero. There had been a snow

who led a ‘humbls,’ almost m%serabte - storm,” he recalls. “Despite all this cold

life,” writes Matossian. “Monks were
forbidden to leave Etchmiadzin without

- weather, this snowy and windy day,

over a8 hundred young Armenians had

There fs practically d, -

police p lon.” She thoorizes that.  goathered together on the outskirts of  tion to repression that the people have -
these persecutions led the younger Yereven to celsbrate Armenisn  experienced; thus,’ anything which Is .
generations to grow u| ligious or  Chri And the worship service  cor d to, that repression creates ' | Lo
3 - anti-religious. EEEEN : lasted from three to four hours. Allthe  anlmosity, =~ 7w W = o m T L e e ebdidnd s

no g .
historical analysis avallable on the Arme-

* nian Church covering the perlod from™:..-

paople were on their feet all this tims, "
- he tells with wondsr.” - A
The ravival in the homelal

wsll be

the Great Purge {1936-1338) to the pre- . hard to hold back bocausa it is a spiritual

‘belongs to the system,” Fr. Zekiyan *

him, soms cursed him...some praised :
him, yet they &ll acknowledged God.”; ™
He points to appropriate timing and -
political situation for the explosion of - |.
spirituality, since these factors triggered =
religious feelings and allowed them to
foster. Such a development could not -
have been possible during the time of
Stalin, the deacon hastens to add. He
mentions that alongside the Armenian o - s
Government, the Soviet Government | ™" ' '.‘"H'"A':‘gn:x“ .
and all other liberation movementsin | . "¢
the world are recognizing the place of .
religion in the life of a nation and offers
Poland, East Germany, Panama,
Nicaragua, and South Africa as
examples, .

et

Annie Ouzounisn * ~ -

Vastan Ter-G \

REACTION TO YEARS .
OF POLITICAL REPRESSION ..

When faced with the 'question’
whether the Increase In refigious expres- e,
sion in Armenia Is genuine or justa reac- . .|~ "
tion to yaars of political repression, ex-

who had previously not thought about .
spiritual matters are now beginning to *
do 5o, but fears that theravival partial- :
‘ly exists as a product of “almost an ir- "
rational ‘animosity towards" anything
with the waord ‘socialist’ attached to it.”, . ;
The nation is living In a state of con-
troversy regarding everything that -

continues, and the controversy is a reag-

A . = plcost E
- Tt i et plianal oes. POSTUASTE —ploe
Deacon Tchilingirian also views the : - |  Gialic Basim Apvrmed it s

matter from multiplo angles, "Ona is ob- . | skl vpon requon. UNSOLICTIID WuNSOUMTY & ,
viously that whensver there Is any kind X m“:.:,.‘: md-fu.“h "d:
of persecution of a nation, .therg is more =

ceesgem § o
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by Taline Satamian

01- THE 32 WORSHIPERS AT SAINT

GARARED ARMENIAN APOSTOLICCHURCH
IN HOLLYWOOD ONE RECENT SUNDAY,

18 were elderly women. Mostsatonbenches onthe right
side of the church, behind a wooden gate that separated
them from an aliar elevated high overhead. Bchind the

gate, a 1ow of ornate chalrs were reserved for the priesss

and bishaps of the Armentan church.
No woman has ever sat on these chairs, Since the

Inunding of the Armenian church In the fourth ccnlu?‘;.t

«nly men have filled the positions of real authority iny
church, Aspriests, bishops and Catholicosithe equivalent
ul the Pope In the Cathollc church) only they could serve
the sacraments such as communion, baptism and
mariage,

Recently, some women in
the Armenian church have

could gain expérie;sce that could uhlrlna'!ely get ‘them
elected as bishops,

“Women are not fully embraced as capable teaders,
Rev. Washingion said. There are now three or four

women presiding elders In the Southern California area.

Rev, Marian Young, who became an elder in 1987, said
there could be awoman bishop inthe next 10 years. Rev.
Young Is an assistant pastor at Ward AME churchin Los
Angeles

... SomewomenwereordainedintheArmenian church.

However they were only allowed to be lower-ranked
deacons. *The Chirch hasatraditionof womendeacons.

J1's not unhcard of,” Deacon Hratch Tchilinglrlan of St..

Peter Armenlan Apostollc Church sald. For most male

deacons, ths 1s only 3 siepping stone towards the

riesthood. For women, thelr career ends here.
Although the church allows male deacons to marry,
married women have difficulty being accepted asdeacons.
The few women deacons in the
Armentan  church  were

begun lo struggle for the
cventuzl ordination of women
imo the priesthood. For now
thelr demands are limited 10
beingaccepledasdeaconswho
do not have the authority 10
perform the sacraments.

“Truths were first
revealed to

mayrabeds or celibate wamen
who were Isolated In convents,
sald Loulse Kalemkerian who is
struggling to be ordained as a
deacon in the Armenian church,

Kalemkertan, who is married

o e s unded WOImen,”Kalemkerian and has two children, met a

some 14 centuries later and
halfa world away, womenwon
their struggle to be ordained
carly this century, The African
Mcethodist Episcopal (AME)

said. The Truth that
the Son of God was

woman deacon, Hripsime, in
1986 who was asionished that a
manried woman was hoping to
be ordained. “You can’t be like
me because you're married,”

church, established In Coming to Earth was Hipsime 10ld her.

Philadelphtain 1787, accepled

Although Viripsime was an

women as deacons and elders fiI'St dehvered to Ma ry r:::c%mm:cmrchnizl:gx

in the 1920s.

“there 15 nothing in the AISO women were first ad cleaned the church instead

Scriplures) that prevents

of assisting the priest in his

women from belng ordained,” to receive tl-le news Of various religious dutles,

said Rev. Adande Washingion,
who became an AME church
clder in 1990. The position of
elder In the AME church Is

The patriarchal structure
uf both the Armenian and the

Jesus’ resurrection.
“The stupid men
| f . .
o o e o, wouldn't believe it.”

Kalemkerian sald. - .

Wamen In the AME chuich
Insisted thatthelr callingtoserve
God was as legitimate as the
men's, Rev. Washington said.
Thelr persistence forced the
church to lift the restraints on
women. ’

This change did not contradict

AME churchstillforceswomen
wint of positions of leadership,
This contrasts sharply with the spiriluality of the worhen
in both churches. .

“My mother and grandmother were spiritual. My
{aher was not particularly religious but he was the one
un the parish council,” sald Reverend Flora Keshgegian,
who was ralsed in the Armenfan Church but s now
ardalned in the Episcopal church, sald.

Waomen In the AME church are still struggling for full
equalily. No woman hasever been elected bishop. They
were allowed 1o become deacons and elders, but only
rarely didthey become presiding etders. Presidingelders

the leachings of Christ. Women
* . as oidalned members of the
church are not barred In the Bible, Although some
people canfind justifications In the Bible to keep women
out of leadership positions, these p necd to be
placed In a historical context, Rev. Washington said.
One passage forbids women to speak in church,
One needs 1o understand that, at the time of Jesus,
women were ndt educated enough o speak In church,
Rev. Washinglon sald.
Also, because Eve was created from the rib of Adam,
many people {eel she was subordinale 1o him. Rev.
Younghas a dilferent view onthe status of Eve, “She was

.

" taken from Adam’s side, not his tailbone, not his head,*

she said. So Eve and Adam stand side-by-side.

“Jesus dealt equitably with women from within the
confines of patriarchal society,” Kalemkerian said. Jesus
meant to include women among his followers but the
sexist socicty in which he lived limited him.

“Truths were first revealed to women,” she said, The
Truth that the Son of God was coming 1o Earth was fisst

. delivered 1o Mary. Also women were first to receive the

news of Jesus’ resurrecilon, “The stupid men wouldnt
believe It.”

The Armenlan church cannot easily accept these
Interpretations.  During his on-golng life or Tradition
since Jesus, it has developed certain Truths based on the
Blble. One of these Tnahs excludes women from
ordination to the priesthood, Dc. Tchilingirlan said,
Over the years, the Armenian church has also developed
into a conservative ingtitution, relegated ta preserving
the Armenlan culture, Rev. Keshgegian said.

Deacon Tchilingitian agrees and sees ground for
change. The Armenian chuich should become liberated
{rom His narrow outlook on the outside world, he said.

- However, the status of women In the chuich cannnt be

reassessed in light of the church’s Tradition.

The church sametimes adapis to the times but this is
limited. *If a Truth can be changed then it's not a Truth,*
Dc. Tchilingirian said. :

Kalemkerian does nat agree. *The church is a living
and breathing body...It must grow and adapt,” she said,
Thisls especially importait because there is a shonage of
clergy in the Armenian church, Kalemkerian said,

Women are barred from the priesthood for another
teason, The communily may not accepl them, Dc.
Tchilingirian said.

This Is also a problem In the African Methodist
Episcopal church. “Some AME congregations refuse 1n
have womenas preachers,” Rev. Young said. Regardless,
the official AME policy is In favor of the oidination of
women,

Evenifwomen are ordained as priests inthe Armenian
church, it Is not going ta solve these problems, bath
Kalemkerlan and Dc. Tchilingirian agree. “if women are
ordained, l1’s not going to be an easy road,” she said, But
this is not ground enough for denying them otdination.
°h’s a cop out,” she said.

Rev. Washingtonhad acallingto serve God in 1982,
*I"'ve had only one sleepless night in my life,” she said. 1
laid in bed from ten of eleven o’clock and It was eleven,
twelve, one and | could not get to sleep. It wasthree and
} could not get tosleep.” Finally, when she sald, “thave
to preach,” she was able 1o sleep.

We need to listen to what women are saying when
they have a calling, she sald, *It's a compulsion® which
cannot be denied.

“it's a call to Seadership not just 10 express your own
spirituality,” Rev. Xeshgeglan said. Ordinatinn is the
church’sofficial acknowledgement, “Youareempowertd
to be In a leadership position, 1o preach, to offer the
sacraments,” Kalemkerian said.
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~".VAN NUYS Mar: 3+"0ne of the most temfylng real'tles to intrudé on our society~
.dunng the past ten years | has been AIDS.'The rncxdence of AIDS is on the in
. _crease,. yet there is'no, Iukely cure in srght "

N "wrthm the commumty have quest:ons, senous quectrons, whloh demand open an
g truthful answers. .

* jointly sponeorin'g'a presentatlon on AIDS, which will feature Dr. ‘Victor lsraele -

) Los Angeles.

S

B fOCCASIONS

o 11006 1 VL 1aews

-*The, Arrneman comrnunrty is not immune to the mtrusuons of thrs dlsease. Many

Itis w:th “this mtentron, that the Semor and Junlor Arm |an Chnstlan Youth
Organrzatlon (ACYO) Chapters of. St. Peter Armenian_ Church of Van Nuys are .

SR

and Dr. Michael Mekiji fan, both from the Cedars-Sinai Hospltal Medlcal Center i

: “There willalso be a presentatlon of a vndeo about the Chnstran response to the

' reallty of AlDS, whlch was prepared by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North~ 3

and South Amenca There ‘will be' a question and answer period with the featured.:..
speakers, Fro- Vartan Kaspanan and Deacon Hratch Tchlhngman, followmg the

" presentations. = " .

.The Sunday, Mar. 3 panel on AIDS will take place at 7: 30 at the St Peter Arm

A Church 17231 Sherman Way, Van Nuys. For more mfo. call (818) 344-4860 D
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[Tlian Lecture On
"ff AGBU Series

o « .. the monuments... have been
rnused as political tools to disprove
Armenian ownership of Karabagh...”
In addition to the natural ravages
™of time, weather and earthquakes
!l many of the churches and monasteries
in the area have been descrated, with
Armenian writing and reliefs sand-
blasted off the walls of the buildings.
Discussed by Dr. Der Manuelian is
the difficulty faced by herself and her
™ art historian colleagues in Yerevan in
attempting to study these monuments.
She explained the life threatening situa-
= tions for many historians as they try to
photograph the structures there by
preserving and proving their existence
and enabling other scholars to study
" the photos and place the era and style
of the many churches and art work.
Dr. Der Manuelian has spent
[m many months in Armenia studying the
historic sites and has even traveled by
helicopter to photograph mountain
side structures presently threatened
" with destruction by forces who would
like to see all remnants of Armenian in-
fluence removed from the region. By
m documenting the existence of these
i structures through photographs it
““becomes more difficult for hostile par-
L ties to deny their existence.
Further expandmg on the art and
+ architecture of the region, Dr. Der_
Manuelian used the photos of her slide”
presentation to detail the presence of
Armenians in Karabagh and to show
the various influences of religious

fm ] Please, See page 24

Antonovich Welcomes Deacon Tchilingirian

Chairman Mike Antonovich of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
presents a ceriificate of appreciation to Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian of ifie St.
Peters Armenian Orthodox Church in Van Nuys for leading the invocation
before a Board of Supervisors meeting.

IM Po RTED UC LErPLTLLR AULLALNPUY YU CHE B LACQUERL

LN PU.Qth YUAUULIrPULUDRDED
CONTEMPORARY LUbh B LNRULRAPARR bR bh BLABUDS TULUGE

H pSULVLLY UULTULE
FURNITURE V.vUrstih abute

G"arameod

lowest prices
l" tmcaem
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Ch zrman Mrke Antonovzch of the Los Angeles County Board of
Supemsors preseuts a.certifi icate of appreciation to Deacon Hratch

TS cemtae el e e e g e,

The Armeman Assembly is seekmg a Pro;ect Admnnls-
~-trator-for-its housrng component: manufacturmg com-
~plex currently-nearing completlon in Gumairi (Lenln- X
.akan),' Armenia.- This project .is scheduled 0 be ope
atlonal by late sprmg, _1991 L

Thus lndlwdual 'who wrll be based |n Gumalrl e
responsible’ for provrdmg project’ coordrnatlon be-
tween. Armenia and the United States and will func-:
tion as support staff for the Assembly’s on-site manage
ment team comprised of a Manufacturmg Superinten-
dent and Project Manager for site and planning engin-..
eering. In addition, this individual will serve as liaison -
with the. Assembly s A.l.D. funded on-site COnstruc-~
tlon trammg program.

Strong adrnlmstratlve Skl||$ requrred mclualng PC'
“proficiency, ﬂuency in-Armenian (written and- oral)

- strongly preferred Mmlmum one’ year commrtment :
requrred N

Respond to._. et o .
‘Armenian Assembly of Amerlca Rehef Fud
122:C" Street NW -
Suite 350 :
.Washmgton DC 20001
(202) 393-3434

BBSEEWER

 F-& X Number is
(213)467-2722

Vhin

o THOROUGiiBRED
' HORSE RACING
| INVESTORS, "

'GREGORY VARTANIA'\'
" RACING STABLES:

Tchrlmgman :Vof rhc St Peters Armeman Orthodox Church in Van

.sdurces, local and fqrergn mar-‘
_.kcts, and legal, polmcal and fi-7 .

lNSTRUCT]ONAL ASSISTANT ($8
MONTEBELLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
123 S. Montebello Blvd., Montebellg, CA 0640

T % (213) JOB-LINE_
Educauon/cxpcnence cqmvalcm “to: graduatxon from,

high school ‘and some experience .working with childre niir’
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Theological Implications of |
Genocide Analyzed at Conference

St

TUJUNGA—Theological implications
of the Armenian Genocide was the sub-
ject of a conference, organized by the
Armenian Church Research and
Analysis Group, held last month.

Dr. Vigen Guroian of Loyola College
in Maryland, main speaker for the con-
ference, presented ‘“Genocide and
Christian Existence: Theology after the
Armenocide.”’

By reviewing Genocida literature and
making a comparison between the
Genocide and the Holocaust, he argued
his main thesis: the Christology of the
Armenian Church and its ability to deal
with the theme of suffering and the
Cross. ““Armenocide and subsequent
Armenian history beckon the Armenian
Church to turn a theology of the cross
to heal the nation,” he added.

The first respondent, Dr. Donald E.
Miller of the USC School of Religion,
discussed the problem of evil within a
general context and underlined the im-

>

Panallsts (I. to r.): Rev. Vazken Movsesian, Rev. Hratch Tchilingi

portancs of understanding the Genocide
from a religious point of view. “The
Armenian people have much to offer a
response to Christendom, because sure-
ly their history has been marked by more
intense suffering than any nation of
which | am aware,”” commented Miller.

The second respondent, Rav. Hratch
Tchilingirian of the Window Quarterly,
referring to the relationship between
Church and Nation, pointed out that
“one of the problems in Armenian reali-
ty is the fact that Church and Nation
relationship is taken for granted... The
church is seen as the principle
stronghold of nationalism, but we do
not have a clear understanding nor a
definition of what it means...the
historical as well as the contemporary
implications of this relationship must be
scrutinized in this light.”

Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejian of USC was
moderator. 4

- — ¥
C - . g . L Fi

rian, Dr. Vigen

Guroian, Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejlan, and Dr. Donald E. Miller
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Yerevan Institute of Economics
in 1975. He has published over
.60 papers on various economic
issues.

In addition to Gagik
Harutunian, thirteen other senior
government  officials from
Armenia will address the

Research & Analysis Group Holds Theologlcal Coference

TUJUNGA, CA - Organized
by the Armenian Church
-Research and Analysis Group,
a conference dcaling with the
theological implications of the
Armenian Genocide was held on
January 17, 1991, with an
enthusiastic participation of the
greater Los Angelecs Armenian
community.

The main speaker was Dr.
Vigen Guroian ot Loyola
College, Maryland, who present-
ed a paper entitled, "Genocide
and Christian Existence: Theo-
logy alter the Armenocide.”
After introducing the subject and
its rationale, Dr. Guroian
reviewed the Genocide literature

-and made a juxtaposition of
the Armenian genocide with the
Jewish Holocaust. The main
thesis of Guroian’s position
centered on the Christology
of the Armenian Church and its
ability to deal with the
theme of suffering and the
Cross. The last.. section of
Guroian’s paper dealt with the
issue of "Power and‘Powerless-
ness," and the “Theology of the
Cross.” In his conclusion, Dr.
Guroian said, "It has been the
underlying thesis of this paper
that the Armenocide and
-, subsequent Armenian history
|beckon the Armenian Church
toturn to a theology of the cross
to heal the nation...A post-Ar-

- menocide theology requires a

reinterpretation of the Church’s
relationship to power...a shift in
emphasis from a theology of
glory to a theology of. the
cross...and a total participation
in the lives of the suffering and
afflicted, friend and stranger
alike.”

The first respondent, Dr.
Donald E. Miller of USC, School

"Armenia faces cnormous
economic and political challenges
ahead, and without economic
independence, political indepen-
dence may not be achieved.
Symposium-91 will provide a
forum for presentations and
discussions of various elements

£y

industrialists of Armecnian
descent, founded in 1983 in
Southern California. AESA was
the sponsor and organizer of the
unprecedented first World
Congress of Armenian engineers,
scientists, and industrialists held
in Los Angeles in August 1989.

window

The panel, L. to R.: Dr. Donald E. Miller, Rev. Hratch
Tchilingirian, Dr. Vigen Guroian, Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejian, Rev.

Vazken Movsesian.

of Religion, discussed the
problem of evil within a general
context and underlined the
importance of understanding the
Genocide from a religious point
of view. He stated that, "...not
only is the survival of the
Armenian Church dependent on
confronting the genocide of its
people, but the whole of the
Christian Church must offer a
response to the human proclivity
for evil.... The Armenian people
have much to offer to Christen-
dom, because surely their history
has been marked by more
intense suffering than any nation
of which I am aware." The
second respondent, Rev. Hratch
Tchilingirian of Window Quar-
terly, discussed the issue from
an ecclesial point of view. In
reference to the Armenian
Church and Nation relationship,
Rev. Tchilingirian pointed out
that, "one of the problems in

Armenian reality is the fact that
Church and Nation relationship
is taken for granted. He said that
“the church is seen as the
’principle stronghold of national-
ism,” but we do not have a clear
understanding nor a definition
of what it means...the historical
as well as the contemporary
implications of this relationship
must be scrutinized in this light."

Following the responses, Dr.
R. Hrair Dekmejian of USC, the
moderator, made some conclud-
ing remarks and conducted a
lively discussion with the audi-
ence. '

I'or your convenience
fax your newsto the office

of
The Armenian Reporter

(718) 380-8057

by the Governor, on
State Senate Rules Cc
and one by the Speak
Assembly.

Simonian is a memt
American, California
Diego Societies of
Pharmacists, and has ¢
President of the Sa:
Society. He has lecturc
sively and has publishe
articles in various
journals,

In the aftermath of
earthquake in Armen
and his younger brothe:
who is also a clinical ph
were called to duty to
injured. As members of
Department’s "Ar
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COMMUNITY BULLET!N

New Publication Opens Wmdow

to0. the Armeman Church

RESEDA Calif.—The Armeman
Church Research and Analysis Group

has released the first issue of Window -

View of the Armenian Church, a
quarterly pubhcatlon.

The Group, consisting of clergy and
laity of the Armenian Church, has ap-

-po‘hted Rev Fr. Vazken Movswan and
. Rev.-Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian as edxtors

of the new publlcanon. -
“Window is aimed at the dedlcated
Armenian Church worker, ordained or
not, to give a proportioned perception
of the majestic Armenian Church,” says
Movsesian. Issues will be topic-oriented,
challenging the reader to see the Arme- -
nian Church from a new vantage point.
Commenting on the scope of the
publication, Tchilingirian writes:
“Sometimes wa need a window view of
ourselves, because by removing
ourselves from the picture we gain
greater insight into what truly is there.”
The January issue includes such ar-

'l".'"l"l__.

“.“ AT S

d‘ofu_

veon onm Awu Om-:n

..[___._ =

ticles as “"View through A Window of
Love,” *"The Problem of Improvement,”’
and ‘’A Pious Minimalism.”’
Subscription is $12 a year. For an in-
troductory copy, readers may send their
name and address to: The Group, 17808
Sherman Way, Suite 315, Reseda, CA
91335, Window is also available on the
SAIN electronic information network
(1-800-257-1846; transfer: 300/1200
baud). O
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L

-RESEDA. Calif. - Window, a
publication of the Armenian

. Church Research and Analysis

Group. has been released.

The new publication. a quarter-
ly. is edited by Rev. Vazken
Movsesian and Rev. Hratch

Church Publishes New Quarterly

Tchilingirian.

**Window is the result of a
year’s planning.”” Rev. Movse-
sian said. "It is aimed at the
dedicated Armenian Church
worker, ordained or not. to give
a proportioned pereeption of the
majestic Armenian Church.™

Issues will be topic-oriented.
challenging the reader to see the
Church from a ncw vanlage
point, the cditors said.

Subscription is $12 a year. For

an introductory copy, contact,
The Group. 17808 Sherman

Way. Suite 315, Reseda, CA
91335. Window is also available
on the SAIN clectronic informa-

tion network (1-408-257-1846:
© transfer: 30071200 baud). -+
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Seminary Conducts Recruiting
Effort in Western Diocese

St. Nersess Representatives Meet with
Seminary Candidates in California

With the encouragement of The Most Rev. Abp. Vatche
Hovsepian, Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenizn
Church, the Seminary recently undertook a large scale
campaign to seck potential students for St. Nersess from the
Western Diocese. During the month of February, Fr. Mardiros
Chevian and Dn. Michael Findikyan travelled to California,
where they met personally with numerous young men who
have expressed an interest in the vocaton of priesthood in the
Armenian Church, and in the educational programs of St.
Nersess Seminary. Dn. Michael has been a part-time recruiter
for the Seminary since last fall.

Retreat in Los Angeles

Fr. Mardiros spent one week in Los Angeles, where he
conducted a retreat on the topic, "Considering the Career of
Pricsthood in the Armenian Church." Five young men

Dn. Hraich Tehilingirian leads a discussion during recruitment retrect in
Los Angeles.

Fr. Mardiros Chevian meets with Abp. Vaiche Hovsepian, Primate,
Western Diocese.

participated in the retreat which included discussions on God's
call 1o His service in the Church; seminary life and
qualifications for those interested in applying to St. Nerscss;
and the life and work of a parish priest. Fr. Mardiros also mct
with cach participant to discuss individual questions and
concerns about the call to ministry in the Armenian Church,
Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, Assistant to the Pastor of St. Peter
Armenian Church, Van Nuys, California, organized the retreat
and led one of the discussions.

Fr. Mardiros also addressed several Armenian Church groups
in the Los Angeles arca rcgarding the work of St. Nersess
Seminary. In addition, he spoke to 100 seventh, eighth and
ninth-grade students of the A. G. B. U. Marie Manoogian
School about the leading role which clergymen have taken in
the history of the Armenian people.

Hec also met with Abp. Hovsepian and discussed with him
the progress of the Seminary, and the prospects for students
from his diocese.

Concurrent with Fr, Mardiros' visit, Dn. Michael conducted
a similar retreat in Fowler for the central region. Nine men
participated in this retreat. Fr. Kevork Arakelian, St. Gregory
Armenian Church, Fowler, organized the retreat and led a
session. Fr. Vartan Kasparian was also present and likewise
led one of the discussions.

Dn. Michael also visited the northern region, where he met
candidates for the seminary in Cupertino and Oakland.
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“week of July 16, 1989."One in-
_ Christ” was the topic of this uni-
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ACYOA Holds Flrst Natlonal Retreat

DUNLAP Ca.- - The Armenian .
Church Youth Organlzatlon

) (ACYO) of both Eastern and-

Western. Diocese held ns first
national retreat here’ during the

que retreat which attracted par-
ticipants from throughout the

~country.

The serene mountain atmos-
phere of the Western Diocesan
Camp - offered a conducive
medium for “spiritual growth.

During the week, the retreat par- -

ticipant were. challenged to

" Jearn about themselves, recog-

nizing - responsibilities to the
Church and world. With stimu-
Iatlng workshops and discus-
sions, this was an opportunity
for youth to search dsscover
and grow

Rev. Fr Vazken Movsesnan
served as retredt” master,
assnsted by Rev. Deacon Hratch

,Tchnllgenan Classes were held

daily, with ample -time for dis-
cussions and meditations. The
days began and ‘ended with wor-
ship services. The retreat. was

" structured so’ that the partlcx-

pants moved from being “One
With the World” to "One in
Christ.”” Topics that were most
pertinent on the minds of the
youth were the focus of the dis-
cussions. The issues- ranged
from personal spmtual growth to
the global purpose and ministry
of the Armenian Church.’

The retreat came to anend on
July 21 with the celebration of
the Divine Liturgy under the
clear morning sky of the moun-

- tain top retreat.

oung people came from all ove
i

Ao

Retreat in

AUG 1o 1989 '

RISTIR
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Participants of St. Nersess Alumni Association gather for a group photograph

St. Nersess Alumni Group Has Annual Meeting

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. - The
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
Alumni Association met for its
Annual meeting on Monday,
May 22, 1989 at the Seminary
here.

Chairing the meeting was the
association’s chairman, Deacon

- Hratch Tchilingirian of St.
Peter's Armenian Church, Van
Nuys, California. The associa-
tion's meeting was scheduled to
follow graduation at the Semi-
nary so that the alumni could
participate in the graduation
activities.

Participating in the delibera-
tions were a record number of
alumni, 16, including the newest
members of the association, the
five 1989 graduates of the Semi-

nary. Also present was an
observer from the Western Dio-
cese, Fr. Vartan Kasparian.
Accomplishments of the
alumni association in 1988 were
reviewed. The preparation of the

1989 Vocation Day packets was
undertaken by the association,
packets which included sermon
outiines, Sunday School
Assembly programs, a promo-
tional poster, pamphlets, and a
set of slides, which were dis-
tributed to all parishes of the
Eastern and Western Diocese.
The Seminary Newsletter con-
tinued to be a publication of the
Association, with Fr. Garabed
Kochakian retiring as editor
after two years, and Michael Fin-
dikyan assuming editorial
responsibility.

Plans for the 30th anniversary
celebration of the founding of
St. Nersess Seminary were
undertaken. The report of Fr.
Vartan Kasparian, the Regional
Recruiter of the Western Dio-
cese, was heard. A lengthy dis-
cussion on how to counter
anti-clerical and anti-church
sentiments in the Armenian
media took place, following a
presentation by Deacon Hratch

Tchilingirian. The alumni
agreed on the need for the
Church'’s perspective on current
Armenian issues to be pre-
sented in the media, and
adopted a plan to write articles
on a regular basis.

The Rector, Fr. Mardiros
Chevian, reported to the alumni
on the various activities of the
student body, particularly their
efforts on behalf of Earthquake
Relief, their field work, and their
outstanding academic achieve-
ment at St. Vladmir's Seminary.
The members commended Fr.
Mardiros on his continuing
good work on behalf of the
Seminary, and congratulated

" this year's graduates, welcom-
ing them into, the alumni
association.

The Alumni Association
agreed to meet on May 21, 1990,
for its next meeting, again corre-
sponding to the weekend of the
Seminary graduation exercises.
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Food Drlve At
St. Peter .

;Armeman Church

' Recently, St. , Peter Armeman

‘,Church in; Van Nuys, Callforma, held

its ﬁrst Food Dnve in association with
L.I.F.E., a non- prof’t hunger action

group whlch helps’ feed over: 30,000
“needy cmzens in the Los Angeles area -

each week. The Food Drive was possi-
ble through the support of the pastor,
Fr. Shahe Semerdjlan, and the pansh
councxl

" The problem of hunger in the
United States poses a serious question
not only to social agencxes but to chur-
ches too. Pamcular]g .m Los Angeles,
many of whom are children or elderly
“We, Arrnemans, perhaps more than

_anybody else can sympathlze with the

plight of the hungry, because our own

- ‘children were driven into hunger dur-

ing the massacres of 1915,” said
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, pastoral
assistant, who is coordinating the Food
Drive at St: Peter. Hé said, “As Arme-
nian Chnsnans, it is also our callmg to
help those who need us and ‘need our
service of.love.”

More than 200 pounds of food
was raised at the first food drive. St..

Peter Armenian Church is developing

the program further to include more.
participation by the youth of the .
church. It is hoped to make helping the -

. needy a contmuous effort of St. Peter
pansh 2] -
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Food Drive at St. Peter
Armenian Church

Recently, St. Peter Armenian Church in Van
Nuys, Ca., held its first Food Drive in association
with L.ILF.E., a non-profit hunger action group
which helps feed over 30,000 needy'citizens in the
Los Angeles area each week. The Food Drive was
possible through the support of the pastor, Fr. Shahe
Semerdjian, and the parish council.

The problem of hunger in the United States
poses a serious question not only to social agencies
but to churches too. Particularly in Los Angeles,
there are about 1.5 million needy citizens—many of
whom are children or elderly. ‘‘We, Armenians,
perhaps more than anybody else can sympathize with
the plight of the hungry, because our own children
were driven into hunger during the massacres of
1915,” said Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, pastoral
assistant, who is coordinating-the Food Drive at St.
Peter. He said, “As Armenian Christians, it is also
our calling to help those who need us and need our
service of love.”’

More than 200 pounds of food was raised at the
first food drive. St. Peter Armenian Church,is deve-

. loping the program further to include more participa-

tion by the youth of the church. It is hoped to make
helping the needy a continuous effort of St. Peter

parish.

KATHY OHANIAN ‘
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,___,....,....g—dﬂ‘he Maygf:’of the Cily of,
Angeles, Tom Bradicy, has'pro- ~ap: Impatiently ™ walting “crow
which throughout' his message .

" Angeles last’ 'I'Imrsday .

LOS’ ANGELES His Hoh-

com[ng) ceremony. " The' uium-

ness, Vazkcnl Calhollcos of All,, phant, entrance of the Catholi-

Armehians,” | arrived

on the fourth™ leg of hns US
pastoral trip after New' York,
Washington and Fresno, At Los-
Angeles  International’ Alrporl
amidst various. sccurity. pre.
cautlons, a crowd. of commu-
nity's religious” and* lay digni-
tarles were there ! to receive the
historic visit " of His Holiness.

Following a delay of an hour®

and a half, the Catholicos arrived
from Fresno on board Della Air-
line flight at 3:45 p.m, with his

cntourage. Bougquels of Mowers

were presented Lo him by school

cos, surrounded by a hierarchy

+“of» robed “clergy. and” under*a-

canopy - held by lay leaders,’
*. brought tears' to the cyes of
many of the worshippers gnlh
ered there,

Priog 1o~ his - magnificant
entrance to the Cathedral, the
Catholicos slopped over at the
Arshag Dickranian school where
he was met by pupils letting fice
a dozen of doves and throwing
at him petals of flowers (a tradi-
tional sign of welcome and re-
verance), The ground of the few
hundred yards from the school”
to the Cathedsal was also

hild The .reception given

and the press coverage was one
befitting a high mnkmg slale
official,

Soon afler the traditional
blessing of the bread and sall
ceremony, the Catholicos'spoke
and expsessed his joy saying: “l.
am deeply moved by the warmth
of the feeling expressed by all of
you who have come to witness
the arrival of ‘the Catholicos of
ALl Armenians,” Furthermore
he added that this was his third -
trip o Los Angeles and spoke of -
his visit Lo the East Coast as well -

as exp ‘huwarm".,.

. the
hhmelf and the Presidenl,
Ronald Reagan” at. the, Whi
House. s yf

vided “transport facilitics to His
Holiness: a Limousine has been
put at the disposal of His Holi-+
ness throughout his siay in Los

Angeles. While travelling from-
the Airport to the St. John .
Cathedral of Hollywood- the'

frecway was closed for a short.
time - in" order to- case access. to,
His Holiness's q

2
m’:&qmn.ws.unm

d with petals of flowers as

_message to the President by

can remain um!cd bccausc we. .

are not divided and we are on¢ .
nation and one church.” ;
His Holiness’ inforsned , 1he

éalhcred in the Cathedral thal.- )

his meeting with President’
Ronald Reagan can almost be.
classified as being friendly and
taiked about the President’s ap-
preciative words about American
citizens of Armenian origin, The
Catholicos then spoke about his

which he urged him to use his
high position for the propoga-
tion of peace in the world,
The Catholicos further said
that his meeting with the UN
Secrelary General Perez de Cuel-
lar, was of great importance and .
Hly that “I expressed my

the Catholicos's p jon made
its way. ’ .

The choir, which has been-
prncllcmg avidly” for monlhs in
1 for His Holiness® ar-
Tival rendered the sharagans most,
beautifully 2dding a further.

nllsfaclnon aboul the June 18,
bourg-based Europ Par-
Inamcm s rccognition of the
1915 Genocide and hope that
Armenians from Asmenia to all -
corners of the Diaspora do, that -
the Genocide will soon be re- .
gnized by the U.N.” Thenhe

touch to the. cmotion filled,
atmosphere -of the Cathedral.

Archbishop- Vatche Hovsep-

jan, Primate of the Western Dio-

cese nnd host to His Holiness's ~

visit well d the Catholi

said, “This path might take a’
long time but we must not give
. up because our cause is really
and lruly ajust one,”

fly the crowd ap-.

“in the name of Western Diocese’
and said that the Armenian

fan faith-as well as the h
of the Armenjan people,
esaspakeit

hang from cach word hie uttered.
He said that the main purpose -
of his visit “was 1o encourage
you further so that you remain

Apostalic Church.”

Refering to  the American -
_community . Ahe *

. Armenian

“.Catholicos said *Let us find new

“A crowd of over 500. were : mcam to keep our faith and Ar-

awaiting for His Holi at the

St. John Cathedral "to. witness, .
the traditional Hrashapar (wel-’

era where transport facilities are
~‘mnilalﬂe. the Armenian people

istory of the Armenian Chris-

0si3 O ,lgw fother, Sec @chhlshop %
d -

inseperable from the Armcnlam

In this modern

plauded for a long time in the
middle of the message. His Holi-
ness ended his message thanking
his host, Archbishop Valche .

jed by the Chancell

atsest Bozabalian 3l Kavaza- o

. nagir (slaf { bearer) Apegha Nava-

sartKechoyan.” The crowd dis-

- persed satisfied and ﬁllcd wuh
}0)'

— ANI KESII]SHIAN

AWAITING HIS HOLINESS: Mr. and Mrs. Arshag Dickranian, Parsegh Kartalian, Walter Karabian, Var.b
kes Kourouyan {Principal of Dickranizn Schoof), Hermine Mahscrcjian, chairman of the Education Com-
smittee of Dickranian School, Hrachia Setrakian (from Lebanon), and two students from Dickranian Ar-

menjan Day School in Hollywood with bougets of flowers .

. Hovsepian and said that_he is

TOP: His Holiness arriving at Los Angeles International Airport on
November $, Thursday, and he was led to St. John Cathedral under
the canopy, center, with clergymen, including deacons Allan Y. Jen-
dian and Hratch Tchilingirian, bottom, welcoming Vehapar.

[ S e
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NEWS

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

150 Stratton Road New Rochelle, New York

10804

‘
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Graduation At St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary

On the occasion of graduation of Deacon Hratch
Tchilingirian from St. Nersess/St. Vladimir’s Seminary,
more than 175 friends and supporters of St. Nersess
gathered on the grounds of the Seminary on May 24th,
1987 to celebrate this happy event. Deacon Hratch is the
first graduate of St. Nersess since the Seminary moved
to New Rochelle.

The day’s activities began with the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy in the Seminary’s chapel.

The graduation ceremony was presided over by the
Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. An elaborate
buffet was coordinated by Yeretzgin Diane Chevian
whose tireless efforts made the celebration a memorable
experience. Seminarians Sarkis Hovhanessian and
Michael Findikyan provided the musical entertainment.
A short program included several speakers who con-
gratulated Deacon Hratch and commented on the im-
portant mission of the Seminary.The Honorable Vincent
Gurahian spoke on behalf of the Diocesan Council of
the Eastern Diocese, Mrs. Louise Kalemkerian on behalf
of the Seminary’s Alumni Association, Seminarian Nor-
man Odabashian, the student body, Dr. Thomas Sa-
muelian, the faculty, and Fr. Karekin Kasparian, the
Board of Directors. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, the Rector,

expressed the Seminary’s joy in‘‘sending out a disciple
into the vineyard of the Armenian Church,’’ and its con-
fidence that through the support of the community there
would be many others who would follow the example
of St. Nersess graduates in the years to come. Then
Deacon Hratch expressed his thanks and gratitude to all
those who were involved in organizing the reception and
specifically to Fr. Mardiros Chevian. He said, ‘‘Fr. Mar-
diros has greatly contributed to my growth here at St.
Nersess since 1982 and has made St. Nersess a true Arme-
nian Christian home for me. Deacon Hratch also re-
flected on his five years experience at St. Nersess. He
said, ‘St. Nersess has provided me with colors and can-
vas so that through the Armenian people I could paint
the glory of God.”” At the conclusion of the program,
the Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian presented
Deacon Hratch the St. Nersess Certificate and stressed
the importance of preparing future clergy for the Church.
He especially commended all those parents who en-
courage and support their sons to become priests, ser-
vants of God, in the Armenian Church.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian was born in Beirut
Lebanon, where he completed his formal education in
1976. He subsequently attended the Armenian Seminary
of the Jerusalem Patriarchate and graduated in 1979 and
was ordained a Deacon. In 1982 under the sponsorship
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, Deacon
Hratch came to New York to further his education for
the priesthood in the Armenian Church. On May 18,
1984, Dn. Hratch received his Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Literature from Concordia College. During the sum-
mer of 1986 he completed his Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion at Kings View Hospital in Reedley, Ca. On May
23, 1987, he was awarded a Master of Divinity degree
from St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary.

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of the West-
ern Diocese, has appointed Deacon Hratch to St. Peter
Armenian Church, Van Nuys, Ca., as Assistant Pastor.

St. Nersess Fall Schedule

Seminarians’ Orientation Retreat

September 1-4
September 9-10 Registration

September 10 Classes begin

December 27-31 Winter Religious Studies Program
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Deacon H. Tchllmglnan Flrst Graduate of St Nersess Since 1982

NEW ROCHELLE N.Y.-On’
the occasion of the graduation
of Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian

from St. Nersess and St. Vladim- -

ir's Seminaries, more than 175
friends and Supporters of St,
Nersess gathered on the

grounds of the Seminary to cele- ~

brate this happy event.

Deacon Hratch is the first
graduate of St. Nersess since
the Seminary established itself
in New Rochelle N Y. in 1982.

The day's actlvmes began
with the celebration of the-
Divine Liturgy in the Seminary's
chapel with the Rev. Fr. Mardi-
ros Chevian as celebrant. Arch- |
bishop Tiran Nersoyan presided
and delivered the sermon.

The graduation, ceremony

*was presided over by Archbi-

shop Torkom Manoogian, Pri-
mate of the Eastern Diocese. An
elaborate buffet was coordi-
nated by Yeretzgin Diane Che-
vian whose tireless efforts made
the celebration a memorable
experience. Seminarians Sarkis
Hovhanessian and Michael Fin-
dikyan provided the musical
entertainment. A short program

. Included several speakers who

congratulated Deacon Hratch
and commented on the impor-

.tant mission of the Seminary.,

Seminarian Norman - Odaba-
shian spoke on behalf of the stu-

GRADUATE Archbxshop Torkom Manooglan Primate and Deacon
Hratch Tchilingirian durmg the graduation ceremony at St Nersess

Armenian Seminary. "1,
dent body; Or.
Samuelian, the Faculty; Fr.
-Karekin Kasparian, the Board of
Directors; Hon. Vincent Gura-
hian, the Diocesan Council of
the Eastern Diocese; and Mrs.
Louise Kalemkerian on behalf of
the Seminary's Alumni
Association.

Fr. Mardiros Chevian, the
Rector, expressed the Semi-
nary's joy at “sending out

another disciple into the vine-
yard of the Armenian Church,”

~-and--assured. that -through . the.

support of the community there

would be many others who

Thomas"

“would follow the example of St.

Nersess graduates in the years

. to come. Then Deacon Hratch
. expressed his thanks and grati-

tude to all those who were
involved in organizing the
reception and specifically to Fr,
Mardiros Chevian.-He said, “Fr.
Mardiros has greatly contrib-
uted to my growth here at St.
Nersess since 1982 and has
made St. Nersess a true Armen-
ian Christian home and center of

learning for me." Deacon Hratch .
--also reflected on his five years
. experience at St. Nersess.

At the conclusion of the pro-

3
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gram, : Archbishop - Torkom
‘Manoogian, President of the St.
Nersess- Board of Directors,
‘presented 'Deacon Hratch with
the St. Nersess Certificate and in
his words stressed the impor-’
-tance of preparing future clergy
Jfor the Church. He especially
commended all those parents

"who encourage and support

their sons to become priests,

servants of God, in the Armen-:

ian Church.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian
‘was born in Beirut, Lebanon,
where he completed his primary
and secondary education in
1976. He subsequently attended
the Armenian Seminary -of the
Jerusalem Patriarchate and
graduated
ordained a Deacon. In 1982,
under the sponsorsmp of the

in 1979 .and was -

Western Dioéese‘of the Armen-

‘ian Church of America, Deacon
"Hratch came.'to New.York to
“further his education for the pri-

esthood in the Armenian
Church. On May 18, 1984, Dea-

.con Hratch received his Bache-

lor of Arts Degree in Literature
frorn Concordia College. During
the ‘'summer of 1986 he com-
pleted his Clinical Pastoral Edu-

“cation at Kings View Hospital in
Reedley, Ca. On May 23, 1987 he' -

was awarded a Master of Divin-
ity degree from St. Viadimir's
Orthodox Theological Seminary
of Crestwood, New York.

" Archbishop | Vatche Hovse-
pian,: Primate : of the Western

‘Diocese, has appointed Deacon

‘Hratch. to St._,Peter Armenian
Church, Van Nuys, Ca, as
Assistant Pastor. i
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All the film footage procured
becomes a part of the archival
library of the Armenian Film

Hratch Tchilingirian
Honored by St. Peter

AGBU Armenian School

CANOGA PARK, CA - A
reception was held recently at
the St. Peter AGBU Armenian.
School here in Canoga Park to”

honor Deacon Hratch Tchilingi-

Rego (TEN .

rian, who had just been gradu- -

ated from Concordia Collége,
receiving his bachelor of arts
degree. The young Deacon is
preparing for the priesthood in
the Armenian Apostolic Church.
Deacon Hratch, only 21 years
oid, was born in Beirut,
Lebanon, From 1876 to 1979 he
attended the Armenian Semi-
nary of the Patriarchate in Jer-
usalem and was eventually
ordained Avak Sargavak. He
then attended the Theolqgical
Department of the Seminary and
took courses at the Dormition
Abbey's Ect;menical Institute.
After arriving in the United
States, Deacon Hratch taught
religion and history at St. Peter
AGBU Armenian School and
then attended St. Nersess
Armenian Semmary in New
York. Presently he is preparing
to continue his education for the
master's degree program of div-
inity in New York. Meanwhile,
the Eastern Diocese has
appointed him to serve the
Armenian Church of Northern
Westichester in New York as
their spiritual administrator.
Mrs. Anita Zarmig. Bishop,
also a former teacher at the St.
Peter School, gave a brief

speech congratulating the Dea-

con, She urged the students
present to follow the example of
Deacon Hratch. in moral and
scholastic persistence. At the
end of her message, Mrs.
Bishop's former students
honored her with a beautiful
bouquet “of carnations, her
favorite flowers.

The celebration conciuded
with a beautiful graduation cake
designed especially for Deacon
Hratch by Mrs. Bishop. Amidst
all the congratulations to the
young deacon, one guest com-
mented, “The Armenians in
America are most blessed in
obtaining such a pure and dedi-
cated  religious leader In the

Lv'vo ™y
%«aaﬂon “eéxpiained -

~writo 12 the Arnenian

Film Foundation, 580 E. Thou-

“that, " This project is a part of sand Oaks Blvd.,, Suite 101,
every Armenian as it is their his- Thousand Oaks, CA 91360,

AGBU Shish Kebab Festival Brings
Guests From All Over for Outdoor Fun

ney from West New York, New -Armenian churc

ASBURY PARK, NJ - From as
far as Cyprus they.came to the
annual Shish Kebab Festival
held at the Asbury Park Chapter
of the Armenian General Benev-
olent Union on Sunday. July 29,
1984.

There was aunshme outsude,
delicious food inside and

menian music all over as
bﬁests enjoyed eating their bar-
bequed shish or lule kebab and
pastries under the sunny skies
or indoors with the friendly
members of the chapter.

“This is exciting and always a
fun event,” remarked chapter
Publicity Chairman and Execu-
tive. Committee member Steve
Manookian. “The guests are
always interesting and we enjoy
their company. Why, | myself
just finished talking te a gentle-
man from Cyprus.”

. No matter who the guests
were or wherever they came
from, they were treated to fine
Armenian cooking and a hearty
meal which consisted of either
shish kebab or lule kebab, vege-
tables, salad, and boulghour or
rice pilaf, Also onthemsnuwere’
many homemadé dellcacies
such a paklava, kadayef, khou-
rabia, and cherek, to go along
with watermelon forafter-dinner
treats.’ . .

Mr. Barkave G. Elian, an attor-

Jersey, and chapter member -
selling tickets at the door along
with Aram Sarajian, stated,
“This is not- excluswely a fund-
raising event. It is an activity

. which shows the American com-
- munity that Armenians are very

much around and culturally
active in the cities. We demon-
strate through programs like the
annual festival that we can
organize good, solid, worth-
while community events for
both ourselves and the public.”

Indeed,; many an ‘‘odar"
walked into the building off the

"street and enjoyed the fine

cooking.

The Festival, this yéar espe-
cially, was organlzed extremely
well by chapter vice president
and picnic chanrperson Araxy
Gokberk, who ‘recently was
awarded at the AGBU conven-
tion in Boston for her recogni-
tion as one of the top ten
volunteers in the AGBU organi-
zation, created various commit-
tees which functioned smoothly
and efficiently, making the pic-

nic management as easy as pos- -

sible for the workers and very
enjoyable for those who
attended.

Over one hundred dinners

were served and the chapter

membership increased by five
percent at the day's end. Az
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pavid Sanakian ot Lyon,

Hagop Vartanian of Mar- .

and_numerous, other
an clergymen serving in

parts of France." o -
Diocese of France will
3 'a forty-day’ period of.

ng in memory of the late .
». Bishop . Naccashian, .
1s the second man in the..

hy  of “the’ Church:. in
and.was Vicar General’

s, will sefve as the locum
till such time when elec-
)r a new primate are held,
sction is conducted dur-,
special "session. of the
al Representative. Coun-'

- 3 equivalent of the Dioce-

isembly” of the Armenian

1 in the United States -

consists of 27 members

presenting, Armenian.
:es operaling in the'coun-
ace the second title that
e Archbishop Manoukian.
nat of Patriarchal Nuncio,
pointive, His Holiness
a1 will have to name a suc-
. Generally, it is expected
hoever is elected Primate
Diocese of France may
e named 1o represent His
:ss in Western Europe.

nerica, Dies at 85

the 1940's and '50's, Dr.
ian frequently voiced her
and professional findings
2 city radio station, WNYC.
of the talks, "Foods Thal
ct Your Teeth,” appeared
> Radio Manual, a cross-
;n of ‘olLtstahding broad-
s. The volume was
shed by 1he Oral Hygiene
nittee of Greater New

a professional group
< 10 disseminale- dental
v information among the
.. and school children, par-
ry. A frequent lecturer
z audiences of school-
en, Dr. Goodian won acer-

e of appreciation for her.

2led efforts in the dental
a2 education campaign. .

de from these proféssional
vements and activities, Dr.
lian served the Armenian
aunily a§ well. She was the
preésident of the Young
:nian. Women’'s Club,
rized under the auspices of

WCA to aid orphanis of the -
niafit’ gendcide’. Aghavrie:
nian, a widely-Knownat{or
and; indefatigable; YWCA

2r, gaye' the club_encour-
ient’ "and " guidance. Other

i mentors .were Aghavne -

>n Yazijian and Marie Bedi-
_Dr.. Goddian’ joined the
nian Students’ Association
inher career, and served as
afesident several fimes.
Gocdian was active in the

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.- ment of Armenians in Frésno,

Bishop Papken .Varjabedian, -~ with’ Gov: George' Deukmiejian
Primate's Legate in the nation's™ of California as narrator. While
capital, was reported " stillin~  serving as: the’ pastor.of the-
inlensive care at Doctors' Hospi- “Armenian Church in Troy; N.Y.,
tal in Plantation, a suburb of this ~ Bishop Varjabedian had -the
city, aiter complaining of an un-"- governor as @ pupit in the local
identified coronary problem.  Sunday School. R .

Bishop Varjabedian was hos=~  Rev. Nerses Jebejian, who has
pitalized last week as he -was been assigned to the Armenian-
preparing to replacé Archbi-- Church,in Houston, Texas, had
shop Torkom Manoggian, Pri- torushto Florida to conduct the.
mate, who was to preside over. - scheduled ceremonies. The Pri-
the groundbreaking ceremonies . mate was expected to return to-
for the new Armenian Church in” / the United States from Paris this
this area but had to leave ther Monday: -and’ was' {o head
country to attend the funeral’ of directly for Florida, where he will
the late Archbishop Serovpé rest for a period and will, this
Manoukian, Primate of the Dio- Sunday, attend the anniversary
cese of France. Lo ~ celebration of his election as

Bishop Varjabedian had come Primate of thé Diocese. ,
to Florida after spending some .~ Bishop Varjabedian, who is 66
time in California ‘where he- Years old, has suffered.-from
attended the premiere of -heart complications in recent
"Strangers in a Promised Land,” _ years. He was ordained bishop
a documeniary on.the settlez  in 1957. - S R

Reorganization of North Westchester Parish

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY — Inresponse tothe interestand
eager support of the Armenian community, the Armenian -
Church of North Westchester, originally founded in 1967, has
been reorganized. .

Last year, the Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,
appointed Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, of St. Nersess Semi-
nary, 10 be the spiritual administrator of the parish. Deacon
Hratch visits the parish every other Sunday to conduct Jashoo
Services and distribute Holy Communion, at the Yorktown -
Heights Community Nursery School Hall, 247 Veterans Road,
Yorkiown Heighis, NY. B

The parish also has a seriés of activities, which are held after
the service, designed to enrich and nourish the lives of the
parishioners. These activities include; Bible study, Armenian.
_history and Armenian language mini-workshops. S

Although small, the Armenian church’of North Westchester
shows great enthusiasm and concern for preservation of an |

Armenian Christian community in the area.

Fish'n Chips Dinner Set-for March 23 -

TENAFLY, NJ - The Women's Sona Doudoukjian, 384-4371,
Guild of St..Thomas Church ©or Marion Kahaumjian, 943-
here in Tenafly is sponsoring 5373, shoukd be contacted for
their Fourth. Annual Fish and- lickets,. . Take out orders are
Chips Dinner on Friday, March available.  Tickets are $6 for
23, 1984. . adults, and $3.50 for children

Dinner will be served in the under12.

Church Auditorium, East Clin-
ton Ave. and Route 9W, between
6:00 p.m. and 8:.00 p.m. :

Lénten”services will be held in
the church at 8:00 p.m.

St liuminaters Cathedral
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new crigicit wuuiu 1nispiie ailiu -
motivate its parishioners to try
and find the true meaning of
worship, by elevating it to the
sublime and selfless level of
“angelic worship.

nian SCripes, 1ne paruany runeu
magnificent 10th century Church
of the Holy Cross on the island
of Aghtamar in Lake Van (Turkey)
shows on its south facade a
large carving of the archangels

i “an Tainiul neeags sucn gooa
Iy, SOIdiers for his or her spiritual
e’ peace and for undisturbed sleep.
nown Consider Verse 20 of St. Nersess
>W'"' *Shnorhali's prayer, / Confess
her, wrth Faith: “Beneficent Lord,
{ ted
1torof .

r saw’
Six -

,he-

L with' .

r four

{ 'hev '

;aslfhm.’ .. Photos of three St. Nersess Summer Study programs

Im 'e L have appeared in earlier issues of Bema. These are

1 orial - "« the last two groups: above the students and staff of
an-

aham,
ap-/ -
ary, -
tin- :

the seminar for college-age students; and below, with
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan in the center, the high
school student seminar group.

-
t

anyg Menne LBleUVII.l;‘l‘
The faculty included the Mos
Rev. Arc hop Torkom Ma

Archbis. p '[lran Nersoyan, Ven
Rev. Fi. Halgazoun Melkoman
Rev. Fr Arnak Kaspanan Rev
Fr. Arten Ashjlan, Rev. Fr. Cami
Hallajian; Rev. Fr,. Michael But
tero, Rev. Fr. Karekm Kaspanan
Rev. Fr: Yeprem Keleglan Dea
con Arthur Sabounjlan Deacor
Hratch- Tchrlmgirran, Deacor
Joseph Kalernkenan, Ellse An
treassian,  Nancy Basmajian
Louise . Kalemkerlan Darrel
Lauer,: Sherry Scwe Chucl
Slagen, Dlane Vldlan, ant
Michael Zeytooman
The St. Nersess students als
engaged in ‘social and ‘recrea
tional activities. Field trips in
cluded the theater, movies an
musement parks. Volleyball
swrmmmg, softball, basketball
ping- pong and: tavloo game:
were held. each. day on. th
Seminary grounds during fre
time. On Sundays the student:
pamcrpated in the Divine Liturg
at various Armenian churches il
the New York-New Jersey are:
Over 1800 young Armenian:
have thus far attended these S
Nersess Seminars. As each pa
t|C|pant. in this summer's prc
grams will agree, the spirit of th
St. Nersess "famtly" grew rapic
ly as theweek progressec
Through thls unique; expenenc
of learning, prayer, recreatio
and fellowshlp, each student le'
the. seminar_more enlightene
and faithful 6. the teachings C
the: Armeman Church and wit
her mlssron. L. -
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SO YOUNSG PEOPILE ATTEND ST, NIERSESS
PROGCRAMS TIHIS SUMMIER

For the 22nd consecutive year, St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary organized and conducted Summer Religious
Study Programs for the spiritual, cultural and liturgical
enlightenment of youth and young adults. This year, five pro-
grams were offered with 180 junior high school, high school
and college-age students attending. Theparticipantscame
from 36 different parishes of the Eastern, Westernand Cana-
dian Dioceses of the Armenian Church of America. This was
the largest number of participants and parishes represented
in the history of these programs. All five sessions were held
atthe Seminary in New Rochelle, New York and directed by
Deacon MichaelChevian, Director of Recruitment and Voca-
tion Programs.

The first program, the Deacon's Training and Liturgical
Music Program was held from June 22 to July 1. This was
followed by two religious study seminars for high school
students whichtook place fromJuly6to 15 and July20to29.
The next program was the Junior High School Seminar
which was held from August 7 to 12. The final program, a
seminar for college age students took place from August 17
to August 26.

The program at these seminars included lectures, Bible-
study, discussions, films, personal guidance and direction,
daily worship and meditation, Armenian culture, folk-singing,
as well as recreational and sports activities. The program is
designedtostrengthen the participants’ spiritual knowledge
and faith, enrich their understanding of Armenian culture
and provide for Christian fellowship and fun.

This summer's dedicated and commited staff, under the
direction of Deacon Michael Chevian, included Shake
Ajamian of Bayside, N.Y., Sara Andonian of Detroit, MI., Laura
Bilazarian of Worcester, MA,, Jill Boyajian of Palos Heights,
L, Si{lvia Bozoyan of Union City, N.J., Susan Dadekian of
Fairlawn, N.J., Michael Findikyan of Binghamton, N.Y.,James
Kalustian of Cambridge, MA,, Thomas Kasparian of Tenafly,
N.J,, Steven Mangigian of Wynnewood, PA, Kenneth Maranian
of Cambridge, MA, Mark McKertich of Cambridge, MA, Christine
Sarkisian of Watertown, MA., Greg Souin of Toronto, Ontario;
and Meline Zeytoonian of Chelmsford, MA.

AP TRA

The summer program faculty consisted of the Most Rev.
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate, the Most Rev.
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun,
Melkoonian Rev. Fr. Arnak Kasparian, Rev. Fr. Arten Ashjian,
Rev. Fr. Carnig Hallajian, Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero, Rev. Fr.
Karekin Kasparian, Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Deacon Arthur
Sabounjian, Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Deacon Joseph
Kalemkerian, Ms. Elise Antreassian, Ms. Nancy Basmajian,
Ms. Louise Kalemkerian, Mr. Darrell Lauer, Ms. Sherry Scire,
Mr. Chuck Slagen, Ms. Diane Vidian and Mr. Michael
Zeytoonian. A R

Each instructor shared his or her knowledge of the Chris-
tian faith and Armenian culture and offered insights into
spiritual, intellectual and cultural development and growth.

The St. Nersess students also engaged in many social
and recreational activities. Field trips included the theater,
movies and amusement parks. Volleyball, swimming,
softball, basketball, ping-pong and tavloo games were held
each day on the Seminary grounds during free time. On Sun-
days, the students participated in the Divine Liturgy at

various Armenian churches in the New York - New Jersey

area. (con't)
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Hratch Tchilingirian Honored by
- St. Peter AGBU Armeman School

CANOGA PARK -— On the
aftcrnoon of July 7, 1984, a re-
ception took place at St. Peter
AGBU Armeniazn  School in
Canoga Park. The celebration
had a two-fold purposc. The
main motive was to honor Dea-
con Hratch Tchiligirian on the
occasion of his ‘graduation re-
ceiving  the Bachelor of Arts
Dégree from Concordia College
in New York on May 18. The
young Dcacon is prepacing for*®
priesthood in the Armenijsn

Apostolic Church. The other .

purpose was for Deacon Hratch
and Mrs. Anita Zarmig Bishop,
as  visitors, lo view St Peter
School's new campus,

The get-together also provid-
cd un opportunity for the stud-
ents 1o express their gratitude to
Mrs. Bishop, their former teach-
er who spoke for the occasion.

Deacon Hratch, whose wealth
of accomplishments belic his
mere lwenty-four ycars, was
born in Beirut, Lebanon, in
1960. After completing " his
formd education in 1976, he
went to Jerusalem and attended
the Armenian Seminary of the
Patriarchate. In 1979 he grad-
uatedd from the Seminary ans
was ordained Avak Sargavak.
From 1979-1981 Dcacon Hratch
attended the Theological De-
partment  of the Seminary,
meanwhile taking courses at the
Dormition Abbey’s Ecumenicul

Institute. In 1981 he visited

Vienna before coming to Cali-
fornia to continue his cduca-
tion. While attending school, he
taught religion and history of
the Armenian Church at St.
Peter AGBU Armenian School,
then in Van Nuys. Aware of
Dcacon’s many successes and
outstanding ability, the Western
Diocese of the Armenian
Church scnt him to New York in
1982, where he attended St.
Nerses Armenian Seminary to
further his cducation for the
pricsthood in the Armenian
Church.  Presently  Decacon
Hratch is’ preparing to continue
his education for the Master's
Degree Progrum of Divinily in
New York, Meanwhile, the East-
ern Diocese has appointed him
to serve the Armenian Church of
Northern Westchester in New
York as their spiritual adminis-
trator. The American-Armenians
arc fortunate in obtaining the
religious lcadership of a cleric
who combines true humility
with a high sensc of integrity.
In a world where material values
arc rampant, it is rare to find an
individual - who expresses such

sensitivity for. the spiritual and
temporal needs of his people. He
is never oo busy to extend his
whole-hearted dedication to Ar-
menign” needs  and  interests:”
Al the surprise celebration at
St.  Peter . AGBU  Armenian
School in honor of the Deacon’s
graduation, Mrs. Dadour, the
principal, a number of the facul-
ty, and . his former studenls,
offered the Dcacon their cn-
thusiastic accolades. His former
colleaguc at -St. Peter School,
Mrs. Anita Zarmig Bishop, and a -
long time  admirer of the young
Man’s talents, character, and de-
dication, gave a brief speech of
congratulations to the Deacon.
Turning to the students, she cx-
horted the students to follow
the example of Deacon Hratch
in moral and scholastic persist-
ance, as education il the primary.
key to a successful life. At the
end of her message, Mrs. Bi.
shép’s former students honored
her with a beautiful bouquet of
carnations, her favorite flower.
To help celebrate, Mrs. Bi-
shop had designed an appropri-
ate graduation cake for the
young Deacon,.  Knowing that
Mrs. Bishop hus not been travel-
ing long distances lately, T was
surprised that she was going to
Canoga Park. She replicd that
no cffort wius too great to
honor such a worthy and admir-
ed colleague. Knowing Anita
Bishop's unerring judgment of
character, the young - Deacon
is fortunate in winning the re-
cognition of such a mentor. On
the other hand, the Armenians
in America are most blessed in

_ obtaining such a pure und

dedicated religious leader in the
world we have today.

We all' congratulate, Deacon
Hratch Tchilingirian, for - his
well-deserved ~and - hard-carned
success as a religious leader. May
God bless him always.

FRANCES PAELIAN.
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* ' Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian
Finding an objective definition of homosesnuality is a difficult one,
considering the widespread controversy af the issue In the scientific,
refigious, ethical and public sphere of society. However, in an attempt
to provide an odjective definition of the term, the Encyclopedia of
Binethics seems ta have'a balanced and neutral presentation af the

phenomenon: C - . .
*The most emotionally neutral and nonjudgmental definition of

homoseuuality is:' 8 predominant, persistent, and - enclusive
psychosenual sttraction toward members of the same sen. R
homosenual person is ocne who feels sexual desire for and a
sesual responsiveness to persons of the same sex and thho seeks
or would like ta seek actual sexual fulfillment of this desire by
sestual acts with 8 persan of the same sesxt. A distinction is draivn
by a majerily of authors an the subject between the homesexual .
condition and the homosesual act. Homasexual condition refers '
to the person who is seunually attracted exnclusively to persons of -
his or her own sexw or who wished to enpress s'euuallg deep
feelings euclusively with persons of his or her own seu..
Homosexual acZ on the other hend, refers to sesual contacts
between persons of the same sex. Such &c/s moy be
performed by persons in a homoserual condit/on or by persons in
a heterosexual condition. Thus, many heterosexuals engalge in
homosesual arfs without being in a homosenuval rondilion.*

The key words in this definition are cond/tion end arl. Pastorally

speaking, as members- of the  Armenian Orthodow: Church, - we
understand the homosestual condstion the person. who is sekually

attracted euclusively” to persons of his ar her ‘swa ses), as a

“passion®, just as other passions, like greed, pride, lust, gluttony, etc.
Howeuver we do not and cannot condone them since they stand at odds
with the fundamental teachings of the Armenian Orthodok Church. .
Homosenual condition (passions) is viewed as “wrongful orientation
of our desire*; particularly, based on the Church's’ teaching on human
senuality, <t eas o e T ”. S Lo’
Secondly, the church condemns homosexual ar/s (senual contacts
between persons of the same sen), just as she condemns any sexual

heteroserual act Is considered sin and as such, condemned. A
heterosexual who fornicates Is not less guilty of his or her act than a

hamosexual, . .
In the ongoing debate ouer homosexualily, there are numerous

views and opinions about how the issue should be treated and
understood. . “The current ethicel position on homasenuality can be
grouped under ihe three categories used to describe- the elhic?l
analysis of the meaning of human, senuality: the inlegrist
understending of human seguality, which sees homosesxual acts as
unnatural; the secrestional understanding, which regards homasenual
Ibehavior os natural and therefore Justifiable; the rational
understanding, which eveluates homosexuual acts according 10 their
ability to contribute to the growth and development of the pers_on.'

Ultimately, the issue of homosexuality depends on people's choice of

interpretation, based on the values they subscribe to. .
finy ethical position end contemplation tekes place in a specific

contest. And the ethical context of the Armenian Orthodox Church is
her BELIEF. @ person's ethics involues her velues, her upbringing, her
enperience in life, her religious faith and practice and many other
factors. R baptized member of.the-Armenian Orthodox Church, who
identifies himself with the Body of Christ, does not hove the “lukury®
of personal preference. A person is not the church in and of himself.
But the Church is where fwa or three are gathered in Christ's name.
There is no pluralism in the church as such. We either accept the truth
of Jesus Christ or disassociate cursetves {rom it.  The Armenian
Orthodax Church is not a "shopping center” where we pisit and acquire

certain iterns and re ject others, because we do not like them or they
do not “suil” us. Obuviously, the Church is a living bady of believers,

and as such, is @ growing and nourishing body. lence, there are
certain things that cpange to accommodate the needs of the
believers. However, there are certain things thal are unchongeable
such as her doctrines and basic tenets of her Faith. For example, a
human bedy grows and changes year after year, but the basic, the
fundamental “components” of the body do not change, as far as their
function. is concerned . in maintaining a healthy body,  The
“unchangeability* of the Church's faith is necessary and essential for

the spiritual heaith of her children.
fis far as homosexuality is concerned, the biblical, traditional and

sacramental teaching of the Armenian Orthodor Church sees such
phenomenon as morally wrong.. “In the face of homosenuality, as
well as- all other eupressions : of . wrongful. seiual enpression

- homosexually refated behavior. ! :

i ' et . E (|, ;Church’s: teaching:on-merri .family: .S
{act outside the coniexnt of merriage. ~Hence, a homosesual or a* 1 - g rriege;-family -and human;

(fornication, adultery, prostitution, incest, bestiality, masturbation)
the Church teaches that the anly proper place for the enercise of the
serual funclion is in marriage. in the 0ld Testament, we read ‘If there
is a man who lies with a male as those be with a woman, hoth of them
have commitled a detestable act, (Leviticus 20:12; 18:22). Grave
punishment was visited an the city of Sodom by God for this sin
(Genesis 19:1-29).' The New Testament uses this account to illustrate
the ‘depraved passions’ of failen humanity: ‘their woman euchanged
the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way
the men abandoned the natural function of women and burned in their
desire towerds one another, men with men, committing indecent acts .
. . (Romans 1;24-28). In the First epistle ta the Corinthians we read,
‘0o not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor
‘adulterers, nor hom Is; nor thi , nor the greedy, nor
drunkerds, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God."
Furthermore, the Canons of the church reaffirm the biblical teaching,
namely canon 12 of the Apostolic Canons (the Zidacha) and canon 20
of the Apostle Thaddeus, found In the Conon Bock of the frmenian
Church.

-~-:..To put it mare simply, any sexual or conjugatl relationship that is
not consecrated and blessed by God, vis a vis the Church is sinful and
‘unaccepted. This is the teaching of the Church and in the Armenian
Orthodox Church we cannot understand one part of an issue unless we
look at the whole. Otherwise, the very foundation of the church's

doctrinal tradition would collapse. In 3 broader perspective, the issue
of homoseHuality should be examined within the framewark af the

Family, the Christian family which is a microcosm of the Church. The
family is the most important nucleus of a society and if the integrity
of the family is not protected the whole sacial order of humanity is

doomed,

In the light of the present debate concerning the “Gay Rights,*
the firmenian Orthodox Church will agree and support guarantees to
the basic rights due to oll persons, and dignity, liberty, basic needs
and equel access lo them. Howeuver, for the protection and care of
- others, the Armenian Orthodox Church cannot join in advecacy efforts

which will legalize homosexual acts, or encourage public display of

In canclusion, the issue of homosexuality and the positian of the
Armenian Orthodoxt Church should be uviewed in- the fight of the

sality. * If_one

Church, then there is ne paint in argulng about it. We are either in it

chooses not to follow the Truth of Jesus Christ through the AFfenian|

or out of it. The Rrmenian Orthodoy Church has a pasteral
understanding of humen problems with compassion, love and
sensitivity. The Church is here to suppert all those who struggle o]
overcome their passions and tendencies. The Church is here to help
those who desire to grow in Jesus Christ. It is up to us to choose our
path.

St. Peter, Van Nuys

¥ Encoelopedta of Bivettics Yol 2, p. 671, Zididp. 674
3stenleu S, Harekes. Confemporary Moral fssues. Minneopolis: Light & Life Publishing
Company, 1982. p. 93. 4;piq p.95

e, and siud

g at St Nersess Armenian Seminary during the
Graduation Ceremonies. Left to right: Seminarian Mesrob Demerdjisn, Fr. Vartan
Kasparian, Pastor of St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem representing the Diocesan
Council; Fr. Merdiros Chevian, Rector; Descon Ht.alci! Tehilingirian of St. Peter, Van Nuys,

Wesiem Di

and grad Hagop Dingilian.

Chairman of St, Nersess Alumni A
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Confessmns of the in-SAIN

" by Roupen Nahabedian

1 became hooked afler seeing
anad in Asbarez amonth or soago. The
2"x2" ad proclaimed SAIN (Saint An-
drew’s InformationNetwork)} asthe first
ever Armenian electronic bulletin board.

SAIN is operated by St. Andrew’s
Armenian Church in Cupertino, Cali-

. fornia, An Armenian Chm'ch with an

electronic bulletin board you say? Yes,
onlyin Silicon Valley. Idecxded to give
SAIN a try.

Not having used an clectronic
bulietin board before, I was riot sure
what to expect. It took a few attempts
to connect. It turned out that SAIN's
phone number had been changed since
the ad. But it was a change for the
better. The new number provided ac-
cessto SAIN 7 days a weck 24 hours a
day!

Bcforeconunumgon.y umay
be wondering what is an electronic
bulletin board system (BBS)? As the
name implies, the concept is similar to
bulletin boards found in schools and
churches where information is posted.
What ‘makes a bulletin board “elec-
tronic” is that it resides on a personal
computer (PC). So, it not only allows
for posting information but also for
storing them. A BBS “lalks” 0 the
outside world usually through a mo-
dem. The modem connects the BBS to
the phone system. A modem foraPCis
like the phone you have at home; it
mainly allows the BBS to make and re-
ceive calls. So, to access a BBS you
would simply dial its phone number.
Try it sometimes, dial (408) 257-1846
(SAIN’s phone number), the phone will
ring just like a regular call and then
SAIN will answer with a loud screech.
The screech is SAIN saying “I'm ready
to talk, are you?”

Obviously, you can not get
much further with just a regular phone.
What you need is a modem and a PC
conffected to the phone line on yourend
so that the two modems can, talk So,if
you have a PC a_cl a modem then you
are set to be in SAIN! If you haveaPC
but no modem the good news is that

prices on PC modems are always drop-

ping. Atlastaccount, PCmodemspnces
started at about $39. Your local Radio
Shack is probably a good place to start
modem shopping.

BRS are nothing new per se,
they have been around for as long as
PCs. But what we are talking about here
is one very special BBS, the, first of its
kind, an Armenian BBS. Fr. Vazken
Movsesian is SAIN’s system operator.
He not only insures that SAIN isalways
working smoothly but he zlong with
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian regularly
contribute 10 the on going “electronic”
discussions on SAIN.

{ am convinced that if you
give SAIN a try, you will be pleasandy
surprised. Do not let the electronic
nature of SAIN discourage you. Itis
very “user friendly If you know how to
use an electronic bank-teller than you
have all the nacessary experience; or (o
use acliche: “If I can doit,anyone can.”

SAIN is meant Lo scrve as a
medium for discussion (Message mode)
and storing information (File modc).
The Message mode is very dynamic, it
is where users post news-bulletins,
inquiries or sometimes simply exchange
greetings. Inthis modc ausercan write,
read or respond to messages. . This is
how electronic discussions are carried
out. Among recent topics of discussion
were: developments in Karabagh, the
Armenian Church’s position on abor-
tion, the death penzlty and homosexual-
ity, the unity of The Armenian Church,
and the upcoming 1990 Navasartian
Games. The Message arca is organized
into the following categories: SOCTAL
HALL- General messages; NAVE -
Armenian Church, Orthodoxy and
Christianity; BEMA - Current Issues;
ARMENIAN NATION - Political news

and current cvents; ALTAR - Private
prayer request; SYSOP'S OFFICE -
Private messages to the system opera-
1or.

On the other hand, the File

-arca is where information is archived -

for reference by SAIN users. Files are
organized into the following categories:
Armenian Church and Orthodoxy;
Armenian History and Culture; Arme- -
nia Today; References, Programs &
Games. It is also the File area where
users may send (upload) information
that they may feel is worth archiving.
The information in this area ranges from
the text and proceedings of STR212 and
reference material on Karabagh, Azer-
baijan and Tajikistan to poclry and re-
cipies.”

The clectronic nature of SAIN
also makes it a dynamic medium for
sharing up to the minute developments.
For example, a user in Virginia pro-
vided daily updates concerning STR212
just as the bill was being debated by the
U.S. Senate in Washington D.C.

Recently, the role of SAIN
hasbeen cxpanded 10 serve local Arme-
nian organizations. The Armenian
Church Research and Analysis Group
(ACARG) was the first to utilize SAIN.
For an organization, SAIN can serve as
a common point for sharing and trans-
ferring information between different
chapters and members.

Of course, any BBS is only as
robust as it users. Without active users
who contribute to the rich selection of
topics and viewpoints, a BBS would
soon start to “collect dust”. SAIN pro-
vides 2 unique environment for the
exchange of viewpoints and informa-
tion in addition to (electronically)
meeting pcople. People whom other-
wise you would not gettoknow. Atlast
count, the SAIN user list stood at 68.
SAIN-ers come from all over! Thereis
“BABA JAN” from L.A. and “LEV
THE SEV™ all the way from Houston,
Texas. SogiveSAIN atryandleave me
a message while you are on..

. {PHONE NUMBER: (408) 257-1846

SPEED: 300-1200-2400 BAUD.
MODEM SETUP: Full Duplex (echo
off); 8 bit data; no parity; 1 STOP bit.}

.If you have trouble setting up
your modcm or PC give me (Roupen) a
call at (415) 940-2548.
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ENGLISH
DEPARTMENT

The English Department of A.G.B.U.
Manoogian School offers a variety of high school
courses and programs in the fields of literature,
language and writing. A fundamental precept of our
program is the development of extemporaneous ex-
pository writing under test conditions. The emphasis
of the composition program is on both content and
form: to help students express ideas and convey in-
formation in writing with logical reasoning and ade-
quate factual support, with clarity of purpose,
organization and language. Beyond these fundamen-
tal concerns the program encourages and assists
students to develop a degree of grace and style which
will make their writing not only clear and convincing,
but also interesting and readable.

The literature aspect of our secondary program is
the intensive study of representative prose fiction.
Emphasis is on long and short narrative works in
English from the Renaissance to the present. Exer-
cises in explication of the various modes of prose nar-
rative expression is an important part of our 9th-12th
grade courses.

DR. ROBERT ROTH

A NEW ETHICS COURSE IS OFFERED

This year AGBU Marie Manoogian School has
initiated (in collaboration with St. Peter Armenian
Church) an Ethics course to teach our children about
values and moral decision making. The course is of-
fered to the 7th, 8th & 9th grades.

The major task and benefit of the Ethics course
is to investigate the possibilities of developing a
morality that reflects the best in the Armenian
Christian tradition and, at the same time, the ways
in which we might bring that tradition to life in our
lives.

‘The word investigating is especially appropriate
in describing this course, because it revolves around
two ‘‘realities’’ which Christians spend their whole
lives investigating. The first is the mystery of the
human person, a creature both spirit and animal,
both body and mind, capable of both great heroism
and horrendous evil.

The other reality is the mystery of God, some-
one who allows us terrific freedom — to choose
between right and wrong— and who never gives up
on us when we abuse that freedom.

We investigate these realities to wuncover
“clues’’ and “leads’ wherever they can be found.
We first look at our own experience and insights for
the roots of morality. Then study what our own
Armenian faith and Scripture and the Church tell us
about morality.

The format of these classes is primarily discus-
sions and ‘‘reflections’ by the students, on the
specific issues that are presented by the instructor.
Hence, the participation and contribution of the
students themselves is the central element of the
classes. Also, the participation of the parents is
crucial to the effectiveness of the Ethics course. We
would like to see the parents more involved in the
moral development of their children.

REV. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

A REVIEW OF
“DEATH OF A SALESMAN"

On October 26, 1989, a handful of Marie
Manoogian students accompanied by several
teachers were off to the L.A. Theatre Center for an
evening of entertainment. The students enjoyed a
nice dinner before the performance. Soon after, they
were all sitting in their seats impatiently waiting for
the opening of the curtain.

The first act opened with a monologue by the
main character, Willy Loeman, played by Philip
Baker Hall. The leading lady, Mrs. Loeman, was
played by Amanda Scott, and the two sons Biff and

Happy were played by Bill Pullman and Greg
Wagroushi. Each and every actor did a superb job in
the portrayal of their characters. The play was
enhanced by beautiful sets. It was more than obvious
that hard work and effort was put into the making of
DEATH OF A SALESMAN, not only by the actors
but also by the director.

By the last scene the students of Marie
Manoogian were enriched by the performance. As
they walked out of the theater they felt more
cultured. This feeling was inspired by the marvelous
stage production we all enjoyed that evening.

AILINE AVANESSIAN 10th grade

11
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the victims of
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The propooal of the two Calholicot to
Lhe viclims of the Genoctde should be

mmlmgubddmﬁkl@:lﬂyls Thc

ark
domolwoawdd:mﬂhavehbechnged
tnlo a “festive” glorioua aimosphere, The vie-
tms are no longer victima, but saints who live
mmemaoﬁ.ummmm;om

examined tn Bght of the problems surrounding
thelssue, Since the detatls of thetr proposel are
not avatlable or 80 far have not been public and
- based on the state of events in the Annentan
Church, the proposal scems o serve as an
. nddd'@t:ra" tothe obeervance of the 76th en-

God tn an endless shartng ofa divine We b d
all corruption and have found the tnze life with ©
God. Hence, the queation is whether Amenl- ..

- ans are willing to sec themaclves as witness to

the Deathand Resurrection of Christ—{or whom
Frundsade o th taed hoatr

Seventy five years
Iavepuudnnd!heMdmh‘lgm the
victims of the Genoctde, thus, tn our fustra-
ton, the ultimate honor Lhat we can render our
:lcumtalodechm&nunuum We would

Hv th

[
Lhan perp ly idenlify them-
selves aa thevicttm, '~
Politically. ever since the 50th anniver-r..
sary of the Genoclde, Armentans have collee-
Uvely demanding fustice for the 1.5 million
victims of the Genoctde from the Turks in “
and the world tn general. Cancntza-
Uon would de fucto rosolve the problem d‘;
Justice. 1t would be preposterous to demand . -
justice for satnts any Canonlzaticn’
mmlcn be ddrun:nlnl lo the polluu! agam

man'kulorgveamtwge( and engageina .
*dialog wm\anewpcapecﬂvc.'hmha

“Stnce next year ts the 75th v of the
Genocide, we propose that the ac
tuxtics continue for the canontration of our vic
tims.”

Jotnt Communique of S
Catholicol Vazken | and Karekin U
Aptil 29, 1990, Holy Etchmiadstn

hisyearis the 7Sthanntversary of the Ar-
menian Genoclde and 1t seems that the
tory activitics® are siill continu-
tng . . . #0 far the victims have not been
Thu'em uvu'nlwoblmwﬂh ulc

tssue of

However, before gof.ng into lhc discusaion of
these problems, let us briefly define what *can-
entztion” means,

C the final dect by
the head ol‘l)wﬂ'mmh.vlwtb: thesoul of &
mu:mpdmmdnhndlobc
tnheaven, After i
otlthmmln)ulumlbmlmlypmmnd.
but ordered for the entire Church, . Normally,
the process of canontzation is conducted by the
Synod of Bishops In the Orthodax Church and
the Sacred Congregalion of Rites tn the Roman

Church, andlates confl
were the first to be publicly vencrated by the

more, th thTurkey might *

faithful, Untt] the tenth century,
mmgﬂwfam\!ulmhsdludmphryw

dzs sainta with-
out tomnl wlhn by the Church.

WHO ARE THE SAINTS

The sainls are &n integral parl of the
Traditicn of the anclent Churches. “The doc-
trine of the Church comes alivetn the lives of the
true bellevers, the eaints. The saints are those
wholiterally share the holiness ol God. ‘Be holy,
fer tyour God am holy.’ (Leviticus 11:44; ) Peler
+1:16) The lives of the satnls bear wilness to the
authenticity and truth of the Christian gospel,
the sure gift of God's holiness to men.”

When a perecn s canontzed, cerlatn
boncrs gre upon that d

1} The name of Lhe satnl Is Usled among the
othersaints of the churchand thus included
{n the Uturgical calendar of the Church,
2} Thenameof the new saint ta invoked tn public
yers,

dtoGod in Lhe saint'a

Catholic Church, aflerwards, the final decl

uonhmd:byl}»hmrdawhyﬂanprme
T, Canontzation unfcmalprocss and

di slzried tn theienth

m (™ At
3)Ch rre

memory,
" 4) FesUve doys arc designated (o celebrate his/

her memory.

5) The name of Lhe saint ia mentioned tn the
Divine Liturgy on the day of the celebration
of his/hor memory and somelimes speclal
hymns are sung lo mention the virtuous
deeds of the satnt,

nizn Church, (Il Is beyond the acope of this
article (o discuss the Implications of this 500
year gap tn recognizing the true saints of the Ar-
mentan Church. Archblshop Shnark Kalustian
InhllbockAmnhnSamL! mentions over 25

6) Pletorial or hical
are made tn which the satnl 1s summounded
by [ havm!y light of glory.
avuhbl:. the nl!cs of (hc calnt Is
vesaels

nnd are publlcly homred.

PRACTICAL, THEQOLOGICAL &
POLITICAL PROBLEMS OF CANONIZATION

The practical problem of canonlzing the
viclims of the Armentzan Genocide, or for that
malter any person, alems from the fact that the
Synod of Bishops of the Armentan Church,
which has Lhe authority to undertake such a
task, has not conststently met. If fact, It has
" decades that the Synod of the Ar-

Church ha ¢

and funclion of the Synod— the n.uunl;ly ofall
bishopae of the Armentan Church— 13 (o regu-

highest authority which the Church ean give,
The Synod of the Armentan Church ts sum-
mmdbylh:&&»ﬂmmdludmmnm .

dby him. the schi!
Armentan Church between Etchmiadzin and
Antelias possess another problem. Wil the
Synod of each Catholicate tneet separalely or
will a Synod of Bishops encompasa the entlre

Church, both Ethmtadatn and Ante.
fas? Uuwﬂlbaaﬁynodkr!hemmtﬂmmb.
the logistics of :
such a Synod

durls who should have been canontzed,

but are not so (ar recognized as satntal,
The ofa hodok

for and Lhe overwhel task of
documenting the lives and cases of the victms
of the Genocide, virtually make It impossible to
declare them salnts ta the proper sanse of the
lerm. For tnstance, tn the Roman Catholic
Church, the Initia] atep of the process is a
{formal tnqutry. inatiiuted by the bishop of the
dloccae whereln the person lived. This inquiry
ts accomplished by a tribunal of three judges, a
notary, and the “promoler of the faith,” more
commonly called the "devil's advocale.” Follow.
ng U\cnwﬂo!mtbbhoplnﬂame.uws:crd
Congregation opens the process,
the with a of lhe
m&hngunvmmungl.henamorwakpth
tn the evidence. Only thereaflar docs the
“apostolic process,” as it i3 called, authorize
turther tnve-‘upuan :x:d the long pm:cu“of

.;m for beattfication Brot, and then cancntza-

' masse, without documenting or knowting I.he

ways and means of their martyrdom. Other-

. wise, thelr eanontzation would be exactly what

it scema lo be: bestowtng them the ummale

honer rithoul recogr

true witness and worthiness for sainthood.
Theologically, once the vicitms of the

be meennne ONCE the victims of the Genocide

and ulttmately,

umgnbede qre canonized... they are no longer

pendenton the

i‘é":“:‘:’mc‘l.‘.‘.“: victims, but victors of Christ.

Furthermore, there (s no set method or
Jormula tn the Ammentan Church by which a
person ls detarmiined to be a satnt, The Arme-
nlan Church has not cenontred eny person for
the pest 500 years. The last parson who was
declared a salnt was St. Gregory of Datev {1348-
1410), who was an eminent theologian, leacher
and zn abbot, under whose Instruction and
tratning great lcadera Sourtshed tn the Arme-

deare d, the A Church

wﬂl be put under a dogmatic tmperative, Le,
they areno ! "'Vlcuma butvictors of Chstal,

scrvices) |nmoumﬂ|drdnth.tuvml¢hw¢hnv=
accustomed ourselves, Inatead. we will cele-
‘trale the Divine Lilurgy invoking their names,
asking for Lhetr Inlercesston and celebrate their

also be d. Asttis y with
saints, does it mean that the places where °.

yred would be dered
olmnaormkmmhn‘im!ymd.‘ sull, there
are many tndirect polilical Impllut!mwh!ch
nieed to be carefully examined.

. Reyrinwd from the "Window™, Vol. [, No. 3, 1990

ORDINATION OF PRIESTS IN ARMENIA

Recanlly four young pnesls have been ordained. at St. the Sarkis
Armenian Church of Yerevan, Armenia, by His Grace Bishop Karekin

Nersissian, Primate of Yerevan.

The newly ‘ordained p{xgslsA are:

VERY REV. FR. TATEOS ZIREGIAN,
serving in the Diocese of Russia
(Moscow ragion).

REV. FR. ZAREH MANSOURIAN,
serving at the St. Hripsime®
Monaslery, in the Cily of Yerevan.

We congratulate lhe newly’ ordained prlesls and wish them fruitful
service In the spirtual vineyard of our Lord,

to our victims (f we canonize them
without recognizing thetr martyrdom for Chrtst
and ils tmpact on our lives individually and on

butittato !olb\‘v
example tn
. oblaining the

misston and
evangelism in
this world,

REV. FR., HOVNAN MATEVOSSIAN,
serving as the Pastor of St. Mary
Armenian Church of Yeghvart.

REV. FR. DIRAN AROUSHANIAN,

‘serving. at. St. Sarkis Armenian

Church of Yerevan.
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- St ]a:rnes Armenian Church
of Westchester

2 LINCOLN LANE
PURCHASE, NY 10577

Join the ACYOA for our
ARNNUAL
PAL M SUNDAY DINRNER

Sunday. March 24, 1994
1:00 pm
in the church hafl

Dinner will be followed by a prograin
featuring:

Pn. Firatch Fchilingiriamn,
Rector, $t. Nersess Seminary
&

A Video PPresentation of
Michelangelo's "I ast supper”

Tickel prices are as follows:

Adults - $12

Children (under 12) - $6

For reservations, contact the church
office at 293-9077 (days) or
Meline Kasparian (eves) at 632-3024.

Reservations are first come, first served,
and shouid be received by Maich 20.




~/3 T3

3

3

3

3

—3

— 3

3 T3 T3 T3 73

L. JdAaIrrnes AIrIriceriliall i urciitl
OF WESTCHESTER

2 LINCOLN LANE » PURCHASE, N.Y. 10577

AUTUMN 1993 ADULT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
AT ST. JAMES CHURCH - PARISH HOUSE _
10 THURSDAY EVENINGS -~ OCTOBER 7 THRU DECEMBER 9, 1993

A. ARMENIAN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTIONS - 7:30-8:30 pm.

Beginners: Introduction to the Armenian alphabet and simple con-
versational phrases.

Intermediate: Basic conversational phrases with special attention
to grammar aand syntax.

Instructors: Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian and Anahid Choukhachian.
Tuition: $35 - Prompt attendance required.

Registration: Advance registration required, please call today:
Church office (914) 253-9077 or (914) 633-8191.

B. LECTURE/DISCUSSION SERIES - 8:30-9:30 pm.

"Tough Topics In Christian Perspective'" - How the church deals with
life's tough issues based on the Bible.

October 7-DISCIPLESHIP IN THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector
St. Nersess Seminary.
14-AIDS: MEDICAL & SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE
Dr./Deacon Vahan Kouyoumjian, Psychiatry Intern
Westchester County Medical Center. -
21-MORALITY IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
Van Krikorian, Attorney
Law firm of Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler.
28-WARFARE: IS THERE ANY MORAL JUSTIFICATION?
Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovanessian, Pastor
St. Leon Armenian Church, Fairlawn, NJ.
NOVEMBER 4-TRADITION OR CHANGE IN RELIGIOUS BELIEF, CANONS & WORSHIP
Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian, Pastor
St. James Armenian Church.
11-CULTS & OCCULT: HOW DANGEROQUS ARE THEY?
Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, Director
Diocesan Department of Youth Ministry.
18-CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: IS IT CHRISTIAN?
Michael Zeytoonian, Assistant County Attorney
Westchester County Department of Law.
DECEMBER 2~THE MEDIA AND GOSPEL VALUES
Elise Antreassian Bayizian, Director
Diocesan Department of Christian Education.
9-DEATH & DYING: THE CHRISTIAN WAY
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Chancellor
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.

~ ADMISSION FREE -

...We are happy to bring these quality programs to our parishioners.

...We are grateful to enlist the participation of these highly qualified
speakers to present and moderate discussions on these vital issues.

..We ask that you attend these programs regularly and notify and/or
bring your friends.

...For additional information, please call the church office at (914)
253-9077 or Der Hayr's study at (914) 633-8191.
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SAHAG MESROB ARMENIAN SCHOOL o
Cultural Center — 465 Mt Auburn Strcet Waxcrtown MA

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17 % 1991 at 12 30 P M

Guest Speaqu. |
DEACON HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN — Rector

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary — New Rochelle, N.Y.

— Limited to 300 tickets only —
TICKETS $10.00 Adults $5.00 Children under 12

Make'early reservations, call 235-5148 ARACSE — 484-9327 LINDA

UuL0G Usuf/na QU.3 arnsp
SU.MGulv
dl.out,rnN3e-LU vl olunh@ehhv

- YhPUBUD, ‘bﬂﬁbl]‘llbl‘ 17, 1991, dunip 12:30 4U.G.

Opmuwb AwGwuou'

P-U.l"bi'}‘bﬂl‘é S. 4&PU.2 UPY, 2hLhuUbPBUY, Shunty
U. ‘uhnul:u U,ummwbwpwﬁwuwﬁ twnng

— Uwﬁd'w&'wzﬁwl;mw& wmfuwl;&'hp 800 ﬁnqﬁﬁ Awdwp —

ey it $10 00 U'hbhpmﬁ e Lonpl e o : : $5 00 PnpptipniG
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ANNUAL FUND RAISING BANQUET

SAHAG MESROB ARMENIAN SCHOOL
Culrural Center — 465 Mt. Auburn Street, \ﬁfatcrtown, MA

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1991

Guest Speaker:

DEACON HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN
‘Rector

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary — New Rochelle, N.Y.
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i ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC S GHURCH OF CAPE CoD
- PRESENTS
A
o _ a8 ]

I THE SPIRITUALITY OF
@ THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

leaders: ~ -
- DCN. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

MICHAEL ZEYTOONIAN
KEN MARANIAN
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13th 19:30-4:00pm
" Craigville Conference Center, Craigville, Ma.

m $10 OO PER PERSON (INCLUDES LUNCH) BRING A BIBLE, PEN AND AN OPEN MIND

S .TO REACH CRAIGVILLE CONFERENCE CENTER TAKE EXIT 6 FROM RT 6
{“ . ... ANDI FOLLOWSIGNS TO CRAIGVILLE BEACH; DIRECTIONAL SIGNS TO
: e ,CONFERENCE CENTER ON ROADWAY.

HCALL RICHARD KRATLIAN FOR RESERVATIONS OR DETAILS 428- 6344
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CONSECRATION DAY EVENTS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14; 1984 ,

In addition to the annual~donsecration Day Banquet, the
Departmant of Youth Ministry will be sponsoring two special
programs - one for Sunday School ‘children and the other

for adults.

Art Project Day. .

ART PROJECT DAY: The first in a series of special "ART PROJECT
DAYS" will be held on Sunday morning, October 14 from 10:%0am
until 12:00 noony A specially designed .program has been
prepared and will be presented by seminarians from St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary under the direction of Vartan Ajamian. This
program will explore the world of art with the Sunday School
children using various mediums to express Christian themes
with an Armenian flavor. We encourage all parents to get their
children to Sunday School on time (10:30) so that they will
have the full benefit of this fun-filled day of art.

...for parents

This year the Department of Youth Ministry will be sponsoring
several adult education programs covering such topics as :
Church traditioms, spirituality, parental roles in Christian
education, child rearing and other related topics. The first'
in this series will be held on Sunday October 14 from 10:30

to 11:B0 in the Sunday School. Deacon Hratech Tchilingirian, a
gt, Nersess seminarian, will be exploring the topic of AR
nSpirituality in Armenian Architecture.™ Deacon Hratch has
spent a considerable amount of time researching this subject
and has received enthusiastic response during presentations
given in the. New. York/New -Jersey area. This program is being
offered to parents of Sunday School children and will be
occurring simultaniously with the "Art Project Day." We
encourage all parents to. take advantage of this unique op~
portunity. to learn about the spiritual beauty of our
architecture and church design. o : :

145 BRATTLE STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138
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APRIL 24, 1915
WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE

.

Divine Liturgy and Madagh 40:30 - 12:00

AHequiem Service and Wreath Laying; 12:15 Noon
~ " Martyrdom and Survival " A Slide pré-

sentation by Osacon Hratch Tchilingirian 1:00 p.m.
. - 5

e e s e ot e D e o o o e e S TS

Diviﬁs Liturgy 8:30 p.m.

Candlelight Requiem Service 10:30 p.m.

- % WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID .... "

Reading of Testimonies 10:30 - Midnight

We urge our people to make that Special ef fort to be
present and pay respect to our martyrs on this 70th
Anmiversary of the Crime of Genocide attempted by
the Turkish government through 1815-18&3.

- — e W o - - PR s i - o - o - — - e e e -

and all those who request, shall be given letters of
excuse . Let us show solidarity in our remembrance.

Yns Y4'pubie SEp danadneprh YEphuy pLL@LTE Onepe QuuwpughY
e Zn%&@w%%bum - Punwgf ap wbknfp uwhnf neUbSuwy hbngb 0o,
aPRL 91, 1985 #wse 10:30 k% 13:15: V¥ erc dulp 1 —pU
whanlt gngnganb uLme%bg n %wamangﬁbLﬁ ke Q&pw&%ng%@ "
%bL@n{\ S szé Jwplwewy QbLbﬁQbabw%b frnndEs

bobaswelh Fbakp whnb whnb nubbbwy Jrepe Tnepud = Jubaed ¢

Onepp Qwowpag gudp  9:30 —b%

Prduduane frude SngkSalefoan Judp  10:30 -b%
- ci:ﬁbggnmf z{lednL[?bL%%bgnL o
W Qupbabbp bBs puws EB eesees U gud 10:30- UYbkuzhzbnp
—— Yns Y pBbg op Swgbpu QnpbeowePl UAPRL 24 —e wquSkue be

qupxbie pppbe UNMPPR O

na.uwimq_irl:pna_‘i; be wiabg npnlp Y'neq b, Jwu bwenp pwgwnp—
b YwlwulUEp upfinh mgrn.tni::' .

thte, U'bmuiuul‘_mi:nc.[}[u_i: gnyg wnwip wgu uncqgp opnral yhrw-—
mmq_nz.[é‘l:'wd‘g Ee ﬁquwmwll‘bbDng. J[zlunmuluz Jnuprt&’_rn[_:

S¢. Mary's Armenian Apostolic Church Washington, D. C.
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™ ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTCLIC CHURCH

A.C.Y O.A JR. :

RETREAT - SEMINAR
m AFRTIL 20, 1885
o 9:30-10:00 A M, MORNING SERVICE
10:00-11:30 A M, "{F I would ssk God cre Question..."”
by Dean Shahinian, Es9. '
o)
11:30-12:00 mnoon Bible Resdirg - Oiscussion by Oeacen
Hratch Tchilimgirisn
12:00-12:30 P .M. Simging
- 12:30-1:30 P. M. Lunch Bresk
1:30-2:30 P.M. Political Parties and Separation
Within the Armenian Church: How We
™ . Got Here from There by Mrs. Anna
Oerderian
- 2:30-3:30 P.M. Armenian Architecture through Slides
. by Deacon Hir-atch Tehilingirian
3:30-4:30 P.M. Expression of Faith in the Arts
Mmoo by Mrs. Cathy Kapikian
4:30-5:00 P.M, Evening Service
r,'ﬁ!
5:30 P.M. “"AGAPE" Love Feast - Seero Jahsh

(In plain English Supper)

F Departure
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ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH

rm 55 Lim;oln'Avenu'e, Pﬁrchase,. N. Y. 10577 .
| 253-9077 / 633-8191

3

_ . ~ ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM
r R Ten, Sessions - September 20 - November 29, 1984
. ' ' Thursdays: 8:00 - 9:30 P.M.

€@
v

By the Pastor & Deacon Hrach Tchilingirian
of St. Nersess Seminary ~
A) Beginners' Armenian (basic conversation)
B) Intermediate Armenian (grammar tips and
topical conversation)

8:00 - B:45 P.M. ARMENIAN LANGUAGE &

8:45 - 9:30 P.M, INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE AND ARMENIAN CWRIMTION
By the Pastor and Guest Speakers o
BIBLE: September 20 - Armenian Church's Interpretation

of the Bible
September 27 - The Message of the Prophets

October U - The Making of the New Testament/
Gospels' Message

October 11 - The Message of St. Paul
October 18 - The Message of the Bible
ARMENIAN CIVILIZATION: October 25 - Panoramic View of Armenian History
November 1 - Ten Great Men in Armenian History
November 8 - Armenian Language and Literature
November 15 - Armenians - What Makes Them Tick?
November 29 - Armenian Contributions to World Civilization

Fees: (Armenian Language and
(Armenian Civilization ......$15.00

‘Armenian Language only .....$10.00
Armenian Civilization only .$10.00

F ARRREFRXKXARRRARXRXXER

Vartan Gregorian, president of the New York Public Library and formerly provost and
™ professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania, has said: "A proper education
i should teach the best our culture has taught, said and done."

" e



- EXPULSION SUNDAY o

Hartford Connectlcut

‘ ’I'he a.nserCan rlghteousness and love be’ erforced by force? '
No."; Durmg Lent;: then, ‘we' sons .of ‘Adam,’ use our free W1ll to be agaln lovmg chlldren of
B .'God‘,jfreelyjobedi'  Him : . . :

» _ The I.ord s People look_to'l-h.m every day ("Be our a.rm every morn:.ng")
for guidance,’ comfort, salvatlon. They know He will g:Lve abundant salvatlon,
wisdom and knowledge. , A . :

Romans 12: 9- 20 Paul talks of the greatest gift: Iove..... Let it be genu:.ne.

He says to use it tryJ.ng 'to out do the other person in love. He also b1ds us to rejome.
If we are in: times that are not joyful, then, he says, be patient. If your patience
wanes, then "be constant. in prayer." On handling evil people, he says, retaliate with
love. "Never be overcome by evil, but overcame evil with good

Matthew 5:21-24 and 43- 48 Christ calls us to perfection. He radlcally changes the
- commandment of "Do not kill" to do not be angry nor insult your brother.

Also, not only must we "Love our neighbor," but we must also love our enemy
: Chrlst calls us past compromise to a radical new life of love.

™ OTHER BIBLE READINGS this week: Romans 8:31-39 On the invincibility of the man of faith

‘-. Romans 12:1-2  On Transformation of self

Matthew 5:17-20 and 38-42 Christ on "retaliation"

Luke 5:1-11 Christ calls on his apostles to be "fishers of me

NAME DAYS this week - Theodore, Toros. Next week — Cyril and Guregh.
DAYS OF ABSTINENCE this week - Wednesday and Friday (at least)

3

3

3

The Introit sung today (Page six in the Divine thurgy-book) is "Arachl Badvagan":

Before thy precious and all-conquering cross we fall down and worship and ask
forgiveness of our transgressions; for through this thou did 1lift the
condemnation of mankind. And now by thine holy and divine 51gn grant thy
heavenly peace to all the world )

. The Jashou (mldday hymn) sung just before Soorp Asdvadz 1s "Vor zorenus" (sunmary)

The Lord re:.gns, he is robed” J.n majesty ' ’ - '
- Adam and Eve: tasted the bitter fruit of sin and death (but we look) to you, Lord L
to feed us’ your' sweet caxmxandme_nts»., I.ord heal us of our many s:Lc]messes._jf_;;;"v;,,.-_-‘] U

-3

eers‘for Coffee: Fellowshlp for the next few_weeks‘ I
volunteer_ please put you.r name on’ the s:Lcn up sheet downstalrs. ‘.1; RN
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GENOCIDE. — 70th ANNIVERSARY

Next year, 11985, will ‘mark the 70th
annlversary of the genocide of the Armenian
nation. ~Our Diocese will mark this solemn
occasion with. various commemoratlve programs
throughout the Diocese that, wull 1nvolve all
of our parlshes and people.;f}:"

The Primate has requested that each
parish provide a list with the names of all
survivors of the genocide. The list should
include names, addresses, telephone numbers,
date and place of birth.

Time is of the essenoe' Pleaeeicontact
Der Hayr with the names of our survivors
here at St. James as soon as possitle.

BAPTISM

Danielle, daughter of Fred and Susan
Kalen, was taptlzed at St. James on Octo-

ber 28.
WEDDINGS

Denise Maralle Cachoian, daughter of Archie
and Mary, and Craig A. Schanz exchanged vows

at St. Vartan Cathedral on October 28. Der Hayr

50/50

The drawing is getting close! It will take
place December 2 durlng the Annual Celebration
Banquet. If you. have not sent in your member-
ship donation please do so now to avoid losing
the number you have chosen. " -If you have not

. yet requested membershlp, don't delay!!

FRERRTE

STEWARDSHIP )

We urgently request that those who have not
"fulfilled the pledge made for 1984 do'so as
soon as p0331b&e.

WELCOME BACK -- to Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Yeznaian
and family, recently returned to Westchester.
They are now living in White Plains.

@ADULT EDUCATION

. The schedule for the final three lectures
in the Armenian Civilization course is:

Nov. 8 - 10 Famous Personalities in Armenian
History-Deacon Hrach Tchilingirian

Nov.15 - Armenian Contributions to World Civi-

lization-Deacon Hrach Tehilingirian.

English Armenian Writers

Mesrob Kermian

Nov.29 -

officiated with Fr. Arten Ashjian and Fr.Koziol.COMING EVENTS

Deacon Michael Chevian and Diane Vidian
were married on October 27 at St. Leon Church
in Fair Lawn, NJ by Der Hayr, Fr. Garabed and
Fr. Paree. Archbishop Tiran gave the message.

We wish these couples much joy and
happiness.

REQUIEM

~ We extend our prayers and condolences to
the family and friends of Mrs. Rose Mélkonian
vhose funeral was held at St. James on Octo-
ber 13.

Der Hayr participated in the services for
Vartuhi Ohnikian, held at Holy Cross on
October 22.

May they rest in the peace of the Lord.

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS

The Pastor and Parish Council are grateful
to the friends and relatives who have made
donations to the Church in memory of George
Kaladjian, $1,990 and Rose Melkonian, $255.

WELCOME S

Newxnembers of the church are Llnda and
Richard Varadian to whom we extend welcome.
We 1nv1te others to 301n and partlclpate.‘

¥’ Anen . . c

- chairs and a couch in- good condition.

Sunday afternoon, Nov.18 in Kavookjian Audi-
torium Dr. Nishan Parlakian will stage the
comedy—-drama, '"Harsuh" (The Bride), for the
Auxiliary Committee of the Diocese. The author
is Sybil (Zabel Asadour), an outstanding woman
witer,

The Antranig Dance Group will perform at
Carnegi Hall on November 25, at 2:30 PM.
Special reduced rate tickets at $5.00 are
available for Armenian and Sunday School
children.

HARVEST BALL/DINNER DANCE - November 10
at 8:00 P.M. at the Parish Hall of the Greek
Orthodox Church of Our Saviour in Rye.

DECEMBER 2, 1984

Save the date .. our Annual Celebration Ban-
quet will be held at the Westchester Country
Club in Rye at 1:00 PM. An outstanding program
of great enjoyment is planned. For reservations

contact John Wolohojian at 723-5951.

FURNITURE FOR SEMINARY:

Ouzoonian House urgently needs two arm-
Donations

will be greatly appreciated. Please call 91H-

'7636-2003 1f you can help."
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E hwunwt hwy dnnmpnh hpnuwlwl Uw pus-
amuubpp Udwpwiphg dpbsk Uwprupuwunn:
LUuwug wnbbny Jwubunnpuybu Uwprupu-
wuwinh hpnuwdwpnh  hunpwiwyh - wwn-
dwlwl  towlwlympjul pu’ pwpnyhs  upp-
puywbp bgmud K, np Uwpnwpuwwwinh Sw-
Juwwiwpwh hwnpwlwl  wyjwpnp wewe-
unpn md nwpdwy hwy dnanipnh hwdwp,
wnwlg wyn hwnpwbwlh gnniypmiu skp nt-
Ubbw wjuopdw |muwynp nu dwnlymb Unyb-
nwhwlu <wjwunwhp:

<wywpn u. wwwnwpugh «GlHknkghu <w-
jwunwbbuyg Ywiwph  hngbhwughuwn Juul
woluwphuyopwg b yopwiwpwgl hwing, npp
Juwwpbgwl h hbpnuwdwpnpt Uwpnuwpw-
wuwh 1918 wp, Ywul hwwnny b hw)pb-
Lbwg»:

U. wwuwpwghtt ubpluw kptr  Lehwiwn
Quypuwybnp, Sbpwgnyu <nglnp  lunphpnp
winwdubtpp U uhninpwhuy niuinwgnplibp:

*k
* *

Uugphup 21-ht, Bpbpgwpph.—Ujuop Uuyp
Upnn U. Eguhwéhu bu wygbpmd S. Shpwl
wppbyu. Ltipumpwit ne S, Ubkupnyg & 1py.
Qphgnpjwip’ gupmuwlbim hunfwnp <w; U-
nwpbwluwy GYtnbgm uap Ywunbunjpmpw
twhiwgoh  Yuydifwl  wohiwinwuptbpp:

S. Shpwh wppbwhulmynuhlt  mnbhgnik
kp <puwg uply. 2phuquppuup (Une Snpp):

*®

&/ * %

Uughup 22-pu, snphppwpph.—Uuop b-
hwpwih pupmubmpymibbph upwhnl nbnh
£ mbblnd Jpwpwlwlhwl hbppwlwl hwu-
pnyp, nph pupwgpnul S. <uyljuymu ypn.
Vwowpuwbp Lbpjuubphy  dwunpugumd E
Uquwh Vwupppubh Lobgnund 1984 p.
wuqbpbl (Bydnd  bpwnwpulws, «PFphunw-
vhwt b <wjlwywy hwpgp 1915—1923 ppe.»
qpeh  wnweht  dwuh  pajwbnwlmpputin:

*

* L4

Uwgpup  26-pu,  Yhpwlh.—<nglquiniumn
(Msunklynunk, shubbpopy op h. 2uuwnlku):

Uuop Uuwyp wwdwph Wlwg ubnwuh Jpuw
w. ywunwpwg k dwomgnud Uwyp Upneh np-
quwiuwbn S, Ubpuby By, Mnywupwywlp:

«wip Ubp»-hg wnwe wwinwpwghs uppu-
qwhip pwpny b junund® «Ophtmpmu h puip-
dmb bpanpt p <opk <nqumb Uppnj, npny
Wnwpbugpll wpphiqut winfwhwiwh  pudu-
untt ko hpupplightt nbphhpe ogbphptos
(Cwpwlpul)  puwpwum|, vph phpuypoul

ugmud k&, np «Umpp <nght Uuwimdn gunphph
£ npjwo dwpnympputp: Umpp <nghl wjl
mdu k, npp Ywpnhy Ppojuwbgnul b dhd-
jwug, npyhugh gy, ynpwlwb unpwlnp
ounphubipny»:
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