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ITMTFRNAT1ONAL NEWS - INTERNATIONAL NEWS - IN

Large Response for St. Sams

Discussion Programs with Hratch
Tchilingirian, FormerSt Nersess Rector

i ONDON, England - Recently a seven-week program was
inaugurated here under the auspices of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of England, and organized by the newly
formed Armenian Church Youth Organization ofLondon The
theme ofthe program was "The Armenian Church s Faith and
Its Relevance to Life in Contemporary Society." .

Explaining the purpose of the program, HratchTchiling.-
rian who initiated and led the discussions, said, This project

is designed to give Armenian youth and young adults an
opportunity to learn about the faith and history ofthe Armeni
an Church, the Bible, and contemporary moral and theologi
cal issues. The format of the program is group discussion and
open forum, rather than a lecture series. The participants are

most encouraged to express their ideas and reflect on some of
the issues that concern all of us." .,»,_,
The first group discussion was held October 23 and contin

ued until December 4th. Held on Sundays after the Divine
Liturgy at St. Sarkis Armenian Church here, the program at-

UaAUhe mfroducSo^ofthe first meeting Archbishop Yeghishe
Gizirian, Primate of England, said: -The ArmenianjChurch
not only preserved our nation, but it has enriched the life of
our people with her spiritual treasures. We are happy that dis
cussions such as these are being held to underline their rel
evance to our daily life. We are also fortunate to have Hratch
Tchilingirian with us for two years, and thank him for under-

13 TcmKnta doctoral student in the Sociology Depart
ment at the London School of Economics. Prior to his move,
he was the rector of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in Wh» e
Ha ns New York. He is also editor of Window Quarterly
and currently is doing research on the religious ramifications

ofthewarinKarabagh. „ Cr QhBfttk
For further ACYO program information call *r. Shnork.

Baghdassarian, pastor, St. Sarkis Church, at the Armenian V.c-
arage here (071) 937-0152.



Fr. Arakel Atjalian

Dn. Hrateh Tchilingirian

Ffc. Arakel Aljallan Appointed
Administrator of the Seminary

Recently, the Board of Directors of the Seminary appointed the Rev. Fr.
Arakel Atfalian as the new Administrator ofSt. Nersess Armenian Seminary
This appointment was made in view ofthe fact that Seminary Rector Hratch
Tcmhngirian will be pursuing his Ph.D. studies in London.

Fr. Arakel - a graduate of the Patriarchal Seminary ofJerusalem - began
his theological studies in 1983 at the General Theological Seminary in New
York City and continued at St. Nersesa/St Vladimir's Seminaries. He gradu
ated m 1989 with a Master of Divinity degree.

Upon his graduation, while a deacon of the Armenian Church, Fr Arakel
was assigned, Deacon-in-Charge by His Eminence Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, to Holy Resurrection Armenian Apostolic Church in South Mil
waukee, Wisconsin. He served in this capacity for two years. In 1991, he was
assigned, by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Eastern Diocese ofAmerica, to the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs' in
Bayside, NY, as a Pastoral Assistant.

Besides his pastoral assignments, Fr. Arakel has also studied iconography
and medieval manuscript illumination at the School of Sacred Arts in New
York City. He is currently continuing his research in religious art and

Fr. Arakel is married to Natasha ofMilwuakee, WI. They both reside on the
campus of the Seminary.

We welcome Fr. Arakel and wish him success in his new position and God-
pleasing service to the Seminary and the Armenian Church.

Farewell to Rector Hratch Tchilingirian

This academic year, Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, the Rector ofSt Nersess
Armenian Seminary since September 1991, will be on an extended leave to
pursue his doctoral studies at the London School of Economics and Political
Science in Engfend. Dn. Hrateh will specialize in Sociology ofReligion. He is
vSHuSS of*ex^™enian Seminary ofJerusalem (1981); Concordia College,

(1984); f ^!?!!° !"d S^ ^f^^^J^es, M. Div. (1987) and
er81!yNorthridge'MPA(1991)DnHratehw^o editor

*Av!!farewe" ^erilJf on SePten*er 18, the staff, students and friends
SST!™ J1* ?mf?Td luck in his 8fcudies md ***•* him for

_£^£ o Seminai* dl\rine the last three years, with dedication, love and
wisdom. Our prayers and best wishes will always be with him.

1994-95 ACADEMIC YEAR
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Midwest Armenian Youth Embrace a Challenge

By Sonia Derman Harlan

CHICAGO, IL - If second and third generation Armenian

Americans have hyphenated identities, they also liavc hyphcnal-

cd ethical values: a blending of the Armenian traditional values

taught at home and church and additional codes of ethics prac

ticed in mainstream professional work-place, often with "mixed-

signals." As such, the compassion and openness Ui.it arc char

acteristics of Armenian living often need to be curtailed as one

enters the work-force; job descriptions, job performance,

advancement opportunities, interaction with colleagues, clc.

confront the Armenian American professional every step of the

way, on a daily basis. There are many problems, dilemmas and

chokes facing the Armenian professional today.

It is precisely because of such challenges in the workplace

that Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of St. Ncrscss

Armenian Seminary has been offering a seminar, called

'Ethical Issues Facing Armenians in the Workplace." This

workshop has already been offered in six other cities in the

United States and Canada.

On Saturday, March 6, Deacon Tchilingirian brought the

'Ethical Issues" workshop to the Midwest, in the form of a day

long ACYOA Young Adults Retreat College students and pro

fessional young-adults with careers in sales, law, public rela

tions, medicine, 'advertising, engineering, etc. from several

Midwestern states •

came logetlicr. Held -

at SL- Ceorge ;

Armenian Church of' •

Waukegan, the

retreat was a joint

project between SL

Ncrscss, ACYOA and

the . Diocesan

Midwest coordina

tor's office. The

organizers were

Deacon

Tchifingirian. Kcvork

Hagopian, and Mrs.

Sonia Harlan,

according to their

affiliation with the

Seminary, ACYOA

and the Diocese.

The retreat had

four sessions.

During the first and ■■^■——^~"^———-■

second sessions,

Deacon Tchilingirian lectured about "Sources of Ethics in the

Armenian church," followed by a discussioa After lunch, the

third session was in the form of a smaller group activity where

"case studies" of hypothetical scenarios were discussed..Rev.

Fr. Ycprcm Kclcgian, Pastor of SL Mcsrob parish in Racine,

Wl, was partially in charge of this session. The fourth session

was a group discussion on ethical issues that had come up in

the previous three sessions. After dinner, Rev. Fr. Tavit

Boyajian, Pastor of SL John Armenian Church in Greenfield,

Wl, conducted a Bible Study on the topics, The Parable of the

Shrewd Manager" and The Rich Man and Lazarus."

Deacon Tchflingirian's presentation focused on the difficul

ties of living in an increasingly secular and pluralistic society.

He briefly spoke about the shifting chain of command in the

work-place: How even lower management employees are

encouraged to help with ethically difficult policy decisions; how

pressures of problem handling and solving in the work-place

arc becoming extremely challenging. Often, matters are further

complicated by unreliable interpersonal relationships and unre

alistic expectations from co-workers or superiors in Die work

place. Therefore, it has become increasingly more critical for

each one of us to dearly identify the sources of our ethical val

ues: If the sources are dear, it is easier to stay on trade, no mat

ter how vast the spectrum of the choices we arc confronted

with in our professional and private lives.

The speaker stressed the importance of familiarizing our

selves with the teachings of the Armenian Church. These

teachings should be the source of our ethical values," he

stressed. "Knowing the doctrines of the Church, learning about

the lives of the saints, appreciating the various expressions of

our faith, participating in the liturgical life of the Church • atl

could provide guidance to us. Indeed, these are all organically

Interconnected elements which guide our ethical behavior and

enhance our relationship with Cod. And this is a life-long com

mitment"

So where should our inquiry begin? According to the speak

er, 'Ethical sources of the Armenian Church arc based on (he

tradition of the Church called Avantutyua Tradition Is the

ongoing life of the Church from the time of Christ until today.

Deacon Hralch Tchilingirion during hit

preunlaEion.

Sealed, from lofl: Gary Topatian, Korino Sowoyo, Rev. Fr. Yepiem Kelegicn, Archbuhop Khojag

Boriomian, Doocon Hrolch Tcfiitngtnan, Rev. Fr. Tavil Boyajian, John Bagdatarian. Standing, from left

Tom Gingosicn, Tilda Giicit. Nora Papazion, Haig Derderian, Marie Barsomian, Corol Kozorian, Kovotk

Kogopian, Koi Kozarian,.Hag Tcheureicjian, ShunI Modonyon, Pam Mouroukion, Onnig Modonyon,.

lucino Bcronion, Denise Bcr»omIan#|Doroen Norwegian, Russ Koithian. . . '•

The Bible, liturgy, writ

ings'of the Church

Fathers, and the deci

sions of various

Councils are all part of.

this tradition. Therefore,

the ethical norms of the

Church develop in the

context of the communi

ty that is the coming

together of believers for

worship and fellow

ship.'

On the other hand,

we all know that it is

this collective communi

ty that tests and chal

lenges our Christian

faith continuously, 'life

often tempts and contra

dicts our faith: In and

out of our work-places,

some of us are tempted

with materialism, homo

sexuality, adultery,

fraud, etc Some of us

have to inflict embarrassment, and financially difficult situations

upon others based on the expectations/guidelines of our pro

fessional job description. The list goes on and on _ Ideally, we

would all be equipped with our Christian code of ethics, and

practice preventive soda) life where we do not place ourselves

In unethical situations. But that is not reality in today's world.

Precisely because reality imposes morally difficult choices upon

us, we need to tum to our Christian ethical guidelines to mini

mize damage to our spiritual growth."

During the retreat's second session, two scenarios were dis

cussed. It became dear to every participant thai by being ethi

cally unsound, a person simply hurts himself- loses something

of his identity .. There was agreement that the concept of

"damage control" is applicable to a person's spiritual and ethi

cal life It is a preventive measure; and, as such, it must come

from the teachings of the Church. The role of a priest or a

"Christian friend" to advise and pray for the sinner to reestab

lish his communion with Cod, is also "damage control"

Indeed, Deacon Tchilingirian pointed out that for us

Armenians, the amount of moral strength we can derive from

our Church is in direct proportion to the extent to which we

are willing to participate in its life of worship and service.

Worship ("Araroghootyoun") refers to the common work, com

mon experience of the faithful. Therefore, it must be under

stood that the Divine Liturgy provides us the opportunity to

share the faith. Thus, worship is the living expression of (lie

faith practiced over and over again' weekly, daily. Communal

worship is the most crucial dynamic in strengthening our ethi

cal sources, our ethical traditions, our ethical behavior. In

short, communal worship is the true life of the church.

Historically, in a given Armenian village, the church had

always been the center of dairy life. Armenians were taught (hat

participating in the faith of the community was more important

than knowing about iL They were taught to follow what Christ

said: "You must lose yourself in order to find yourself." In

other words, a Christian must experience togetherness in order

to find his true path, his salvation.

Then and today, church life for laymen can be the equivalent

of a "support group" experience. For the villager whose crop

failed, another was there to help. Today, mainstream Armenian

Americans, urbanitcs and suburbanites, arc increasingly depriv

ing themselves of this communal existence. In our individualis

tic society, career is becoming the focus of people's lives. When

one is hilling a rocky road in his career, he is finding loneliness

and depression hard to battle.by himself. On the

oilier hand, if he had been able to identify and

maintain other sources of vision in his life as a

practicing Armenian Christian, the devastating

traumas resulting from career and family failures

could be minimized.

Another important problem in contemporary

life is the lack of role models. Fewer and fewer

parents, for whatever reasons, arc succeeding in

becoming role models for their offspring; it Is just

as hard to find people to emulate in school or in

the work-place. Again, we can turn to the life of

the Church to find contemporary role models.

Cleric or lay, the formula for a leader is the same

By choosing Christ as our role model; by asking

ourselves, "How can I be perfect in my relation

ship with Cod. How do I reflect each word of Cod

in everything I do?" Our saints were/arc our role

models. Each one of us has the potential to be a

saint of the Church.

This highly successful ACYOA retreat accomplished several

tilings. First, all participants had a dunce to scrutinize their

ethical values. Second, the day-long dialogue served as training

for young adults who are involved or.are about to enter into

Rotfool porliciponls during group ditcussion. '

parish leadership. Finally, everyone had a good time.

Organizers and participants were honored also with the pres

ence of Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, the Primate, who was in

the Midwest region for his seven-parish mission tour, and chose

to spend Saturday at the retreat'

The retreat was made possible by funds received from nine

benefactor families of the region: Mr. and Mrs. Mark Akgulian,

Dr. and Mrs. Ara Dumanian, Mr. and Mrs. Kcgham Giragosian,

Dr. and Mrs. Ccrard Coshgarian, Dr. and Mrs. Raffy

Hovanessian, Dr. .and Mrs. Vahe Karachorlu, Mr. and Mrs.

Thomas Kooyumjian, Mr. and Mrs. Armand Mirijanian, and Mr.

andMrs.CrcgSrabian. '

i •■■A

Archbiihop Banamian and Fr. Boyajinn.wilh Met. Sonio Karlon.'
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Armenian Professionals in a Hye-phenated America

fsecond and third generation Armenian-Americans

have hyphenated identities, they also have hyphen

ated ethical values: A blending of the Armenian tra

ditional values taught at home and in church, and the
codes of ethics practiced in mainstream professional work

place, often with "mixed signals". As such,

the compassion and openness that are char

acteristics of Armenian living often need to

be curtailed as one enters the work-force.

Job descriptions, job performance, advance

ment opportunities, interaction with col

leagues and so on confront the Armenian-

American professional every step of the

way, on a daily basis. There arc many prob

lems, dilemmas and choices facing the

Armenian professional today.

It is precisely in response to these chal

lenges in the work-place that Deacon

By Sonia D. Harlan

our professional and private lives.1* He added:"We don't

learn ethics in one place, like a class; it does not happen in

just one part of your life; it is a life-long process."

In stressing the need to be familiar with the Armenian

Church's teachings, Deacon Hratch noted that "these

In our individualistic society, careers are

becoming thefocus ofpeople's lives. When

one bits a rocky road or afailure in his

career, the accompanying loneliness and

depression is hard to battle alone.

Deacon Hratcb TcbiHngirian

Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of the St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary, has been offering a seminar to young profes

sional. Entitled "Ethical Issues Facing Armenians in the

Work-place", this workshop has already been conducted

and well-received in six other cities in the United States

and Canada.

In March, Deacon Hratch brought an "Ethical Issues"

workshop to the Midwest in the format of a day-long

ACYOA young adults retreat College students and young

professionals from the fields of sales, law, public relations,

medicine, advertising, engineering, etc. came from several

Midwestern states. The program was jointly sponsored by

the St.Nersess Seminary, the ACYOA and the Diocesan

Midwest Coordinators office, and hosted by the St. George

Armenian Church ofWaukegan, IL

Deacon Hratch lectured on "Sources of Ethics in the

Armenian Church", and the lecture was followed by dis

cussions. Several discussion break-out groups addressed

ethical "case studies" in other sessions. Fr. Yeprcm

Kelegian, pastor of the St. Mesrob Armenian Church of

Racine, WI assisted in leading discussion groups. Fr. Tavit

Boyajian, pastor of the St. John Armenian Church of

Greenfield, WI conducted a Bible study during a later ses

sion on "The Parable of the Shrewd Manager" and The

Rich Man and Lazarus".

Focusing on the difficulties of living in an increasingly -

secular and pluralistic society, Deacon Hratch addressed

the shifting chain of command in the work-place, the

dilemmas of ethically difficult policy decisions and pres

sures of problem-solving. He emphasized the critical need

for each of us to identify the sources of our ethical values.

"If the sources are clear, it is easier to stay on track, no

matter how vast the spectrum of choices we face in both

teachings should be the source of our values. Knowing the

doctrines of the Church, learning about the lives of the

saints, appreciating the expressions of our faith and partic

ipating in the liturgical life of the church all could provide

guidance to us. These elements are all organically connect

ed and guide our ethical behavior and enhance our rela

tionship with God."

So where should our inquiry begin? According to

Deacon HVatch, "ethical sources in the Armenian Church

are based on the Tradition of the Church called

'Avantutyun'. Tradition is the ongoing life of the Church

from the time of Christ until today. The Bible, the Liturgy,

writings of the Church Fathers and the decisions of the var

ious Councils are all part of this Tradition. The ethical

norms of the Church.develop in the context of the commu

nity that is the coming together of believers for worship

and fellowship."

"It is this collective community that tests and challenges

our Christian faith continuously. Life often tempts and con

tradicts our faith; in and out of the work-place we are

tempted with materialism, homosexuality, adultery and

fraud. Some of us have to inflict embarrassment and finan

cial difficulties upon others because of the

expectations/guidelines of our jobc. Ideally, we would all

be equipped with our Christian code of ethics and practice-

preventive social life where we would not place ourselves

in unethical situations. But that is not today's reality.

Precisely because reality imposes difficult choices upon

us, we need to turn to our Christian ethical guidelines to

minimize the damage to our spiritual growth.

Later retreat discussions evidenced the notion that by

being ethically unsound, a person simply hurts himself

and loses a part of his identity. Preventive measures must

come from the teachings of the Church. The role of the

priest, or a "Christian friend", to advise and pray for the

sinner to reestablish his communion with God, is also a

form of "damage control".

"The amount of moral strength we can derive from our

Church is in direct proportion to the

extent we are willing to participate in a

life of worship and service," Deacon

Hratch suggested. "The Divine Liturgy

provides us the opportunity to share the

faith; it is the living expression of the faith

practiced over and over each week.

Communal worship is the most crucial

dynamic in strengthening our ethical

sources, traditions and behavior.

Communal worship is the true life of the

Church."

Historically, in a given Armenian vil

lage, the church has always been the center of daily life.

Then and today, Church life for laymen can be the equiva

lent of a "support group" experience. For the villager

whose crop failed, another was there to help. Today,

mainstream Armenian-American urbanitcs and suburban

ites deprive themselves of this communal existence. In our

individualistic society, careers are becoming the focus of

people's lives. When one hits a rocky road or a failure in

his career, the accompanying loneliness and depression is

hard to battle alone. The ability to identify and maintain

other sources of vision in one's life as a practicing

Armenian Christian could minimize the devastating trauma

resulting from career and family failures.

The seminar also stressed another important problem,

in contemporary life: the lack of role models. Fewer and

fewer parents, for whatever reasons, are succeeding in

becoming role models for their children; it is equally diffi

cult to find people to emulate in their schools or in their

work-place. We can turn to the life of the Church to find

contemporary role models. Cleric or lay, the formula for a

leader or role model is the same: By choosing Christ as our

role model, by asking ourselves how we can be more per?

feet in our relationship with God, and by pondering

whether we reflect each word of God in the things we do,

we come closer to being role models and fulfilling our

selves as potential saints of the church.

This innovative, effective ACYOA retreat was made

possible by funds received from nine benefactor families

of the region: Mr. & Mrs. Kegham Giragosian, Dr. & Mrs.

Gerard Goshgarian, Dr. & Mrs. Raffy Hovanessian, Dr. &

Mrs. Vahe Karachorlu, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kooyumjian, Mr.

& Mrs. Armand Mirijanian and Mr. & Mrs. Greg Srabian.
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Deacon HratchTchaingirianspeaking.Seated from. Medical Services; Very Rev. Haigazoun Najarian,
left arc: Regina. Ohanian, AGBU; Director;' of^ Vicar Gcneraliand Primate Abp. Khajag Barsamian;

: ■ •:3- Armenian Ghurch;;Issues: Discuss^;* *;/;
.NEW YORK- Twenty-seven clerical and com:?'many needs of.'both young, "old and intergenera-.

munity, leaders, participated in a. Task Force.rneety'.^tional. "■.The" Church should ■also Examine how.
■ ing, sponsored by the Diocese of the ■Armenian...! other ethnic'churches are.deaung^with these pjob-^
Church of America, on. Saturday February,' 20.^'' lems.'the participants emphasized.^''->• r"'"-.>'•!""'■■
The purpose1 of this historic gathering was'.to dis-;r': Also discussed was the need"to define" the'role .'!
cuss the nature of.the,Armenian Church currently,-' and relationship of.'the. Church in"thei United.'
and reflect on ideas for its future path..;..-rr. . : States with Armenia-its rcsponsibUity.to establish",

■ Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate.of, the, and communicate stands on ethical.issues'to Ar-,.
Armenian Diocese, in his opening remarks, ex-.l.mcna which is faced with ever-increasingproblems!

: Plained how. this first-ever gathering was tqpbjecr ,;pf drfoking^afcjortion, extra-marital'■ affairs,*child;
•tively jvauate.both the strengths and weaknesses;7', abuse,'suicidei>drugs,*pomography,\in"adidition to,'
and to help define the future of the Church.. The,", its problems of daily, survival. 1 .•',.. .'...,•..'..■'."
focus .of the participants'- "Worship/Armenian:"- FUTURE TASKFORCEMEETINGS-'>-.Vi'•■'■<' •■;'•,-

•: Christian Identity. < Moral -and • Ethical ■■ Tssues,; This firSt-eVer gathering of clergy, scholars", andJ
ChurchandPobt.es and the Mission of the Church," COmm..nity leaders will again be meeting in.tlie ,
will serve as a basis for future meetings of the.Task-- near future t0 continuajhe discussions on.these vi,..

tal topics. Among the clergy participating in tlie...
-. February meeting were Very Rev. Haigazoun Najar

ian, Vicar General; Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian,.

Chancellor; Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kclegian^ pastor of St.?
James Armenian Church,-Hartford, Connecticut;

the same r Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of St. Nerscss,
•"\ see.op--.•,'Armenian-Seminary, New Rochellc,NY;and, Dca-

g Task

i£?«?n ClerSyhand ** CnUrC Church at lar8c in-the cornmgmonths.

A? RepUbhC WeTSt "0W

portun.ty. .«. tf future,", the'Primate, stated.

■ HEALTH DISCUSSION OF VITAL, ISSUES.
.'Throughout the all-day meeting, several chal

lenging questions confronting the Church today

were openly and candidly discussed. They includ-

d hh h d f hi

con Norman Odabasliian, Deacon-in^hargc of St.
Gregory of Narek'Armenian Church, Cleveland
.Ohio. • • : ;.■.;.:::•••;...; ■/ >

Scholars who took part in the gathering includ

ed Dr.Pergrouhy Svajian, psychologist; Dr. Kevork

Bardakjian, Marie Manoogian Professor of Armen-, j . j .....__ uaiuoAjmu, iTi<uic maiiuugian rroicssoroi Aimcn-'-

, ed whether the mode of worship was satisfying the. ian Language and Literature: at-the. University of
- diverse needs .of .the people, so that they could un-}-Michigan;- Dr. Barbara Merguerian,< Professor of.1:

i derstand, become involved'and participate'in thet History iat'Tufts University, Medford^MA; Dr./
:. services; how to make the.Uturgy understandable , Helen Hanesian, Columbia University'Medical Cen-"
and interesting to the faithful; whether the length ter, NY;' Dr. Anny Bakalian, sociologist at Univcr-r*

■• of the liturgy, and its language should be changed;, sity of Notre Dame, Baltimore; MD; Dr.-Abraham I
as well as-looking into alternative forms of the Tcrian, Andrews University, MI; and Dr. Nevart'

•. liturgy. ;;. . . , ... ■ -YaghUani. ?'-.. .,:/x :^tvCi'wU^ ■^■■".i"i !• ]
•'■■■■■ ;it was agreed that.' a:cleardifinition. of. {the .•'•'..Community leaders, included Ara !Kalaydjiari,'v

Church's dogma,* rights, traditions as well as its reli- - Editor,^Armenian Mirror-Spectator MA- Ycznig
. gious mission is essen tial.'.'.' : • ? :'-.:• |^ ,!; •.v; ?; Simon-5' Balian; i- Holy"; Martyrs' "Armenian " Day:'
;. ■ • Theresas also- a strong consensus for better: School Principal Zarmine Boghosian;Regina''0h'an-;si
.trained clergyr both in the Church's teachings as. ian, AGBU Director of Medical Services; in" Armcn'. '
well as in counseling, their participation in minis-: ia; Yeretzgin Sirarpi Ayvazian, St. Mary Armenian. J

• .terial groups and their contact with clergy from . Church, Livingston, NJ; pubUsher and consultant •
other churches, h was emphasized that the Armen- Michael Kcrmian; Keith .Muhlemari'.t-Dioccse De-'

;.ian community should pUy a major role in encour-, vclopment Director; Cpriniie Heditsian^a' former ,
. aging.more students to study at St. Nersess Semi- Foreign Services.; OtTicer with^^'USIA-'.bjusinessnian ,1
'• nfy; ' '■■ • •' . ''-■'' •'■ •■'■; •' v ■ ;; ■'''■> *"'^-'".-^Martin Cholakian, Detroit, MI; financier Greg Par-'-
,•,. i The non-spintualor secular.role of:the.Church; sbghianiNY; Doug:Tashjian, formerACYOA Exc-'
;.was=.abo..strcssed, with a definite need for-^ie,v.cutive Secretary;' Steve Sarkisian;developer of Dio-
Church to^make a clear stand on the thorny moral; ,:cc$c. youth Ministry Department; educator Ara
issues of the American society. If the Church is to"; ishkanian,' Hudson.' Valley, Irvington" NY; Lcvon
remain relevant and alive, it should be in the fore-i; AJ.tiparmakian. active member;'St. Thom'asArmcn.
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Meeting at Diocese, Discusses Future of Arm. Church

"NEW YORK. NY-Twcn-
ty-scvcn clerical and community,

leaders participated in a Task

Force meeting,' sponsored by

the Diocese of the Armenian

Church of America, on Satur

day, February 20. The purpose

of this historic gathering was to

discuss the nature of the Arme

nian Church currently, and re

flect on ideas for its future

path.

ArchbishopKhajagBarsam-

ian, Primate of the Armenian

Diocese, in his opening re

marks, explained how this first-

ever gathering was to objective

ly evaluate both the strengths

and weaknesses, and to help

define the future ofthe Church.

The focus of the participants --

The, Diocese Fund.ofj Armenia's"Recovery"

..'.' Sends More Butter, to, Armenia ..

' ' • By Alcen Tqroynn. ■' unloading has to be done effi-

NEW YORK,' NY -The" dcntly and quickly to avoid any

Diocesan Fund for Armenia's spoilage." .■'.•'■- l' '■ r ;

busy with the arrival of 3,000

metric tons of butler (cquiva-.

pIctcd. g

a"othcr I'200, mctr'' «ons °[■•

ing tn tons and tons of butter. ' ^
I and a group of specially

trained local volunteers have Despite the planeloads of

been meeting the daily ship- butter that have been arriving
mcnls at the airport to ensure every day, the demand for it

a smooth unloading and to continues. In the West, butter
transport the butter toj(.spccial. |,as come to be associated with

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of St. Nersess Seminary,

addresses special meeting held at Diocese last month. Among

those in attendance were (I. to r.) Regina Ohanian, Vicar Gen.

Haigazoun Najarian, and the Primate,Abp. KhajagBarsamian.

•Worship, Armenian Christian length of the liturgy and its issues to Armenia which is warehouse," said Laurens Ayva- 'c^lcsic7orandc7pTtidingwai-
Idcntity, Moral and Ethical Is- language should be changed; as faced with ever-Increasing prob- ziail| ,hc On-Sitc Coordinator slljncs, and 10,200 tons might

- well as looking into alternative lems of drinking, abortion, in Yerevan. The total shipment sccm ijkc an inconceivable
forms of the liturgy. — '"' ~rr~1- ~1"1'1 - - -

It was agreed

definition of the Church's dog

ma, rights, and traditions, as problems of daily survival. :;
well as its religious mission, is Concluding 'the historic? pannedand thoufihtK,Ulopcra- £

il T l a meeting the Primate stated'■ Jion,--says "Arcd, Birtbuljtan, ^^^J
person per month.

sues. Church and Politics, and

the Mission ofthe Church," will

serve as a basis for future meet

ings of theTask Force, the cler

gy, and the entire Church at

iu iui. uui uu« jmih iw k_.,_» Mir. _..,, „„, i.,cf toil, tn nr,*' General Manapcr of DFAR in-

y extra-marital • affairs, anw...'win ukc 85 planeloads." •'; .; amount or butter.' However,
that a clear abuse, suicide, drugs, and por-}.-,7,..- ■ ■ . ' ; ' " . .'• ^i,., thp iart n{ nlhpT nil h,lt
, ... . , j .Si • . i. ■■••• "Tran«nr»rtint» hiitler ' In wlln IIIC laCK OI OlnCT Oil, Oul-
hurch'sdog- nography, in addition to, its *•..• iransponing. outter o a Dur-
radilions. as problems or daily survival. /•■<& Armenia has to be. a well-.«^ is a staple m Armenia. Dur-

have seen the liberation of our

homeland- and the establish

ment of the independent Re-

that have witnessed change and

strong consensus for better "We must not just talk to one-General Manager of DFAR in .
trained clergy, both in the Chu- another, but listen as well. This?:; New York.-There are logistical official coromjented _ People
rch's teach^gs as well as in ^enatureorcommunication^ulUc^-^^^.^ S^^VS/buS
counsel ng, the r part c pation We have a common source for kcPl"»* refrigerated container «»» » l"^«"„,'"" «,11~t
in minUtcrial group and their both our support and our aiti.;d«ringshipping.andon^

contact with clergy from other dsm - the AVmcntan heart. If> reached port it must be trans- of this years wlnter.Juiter_»
churches. It was emphasized is this that will keep the ^me-' tctt^lo^o^cgn^F&htca-

lhai the Armenian community

should play a major role in

7Emphasizing:7the;■ impor-,,encouraging more students to

nian Church a living Church."

FUTURE TASK FORCE'

MEETINGS

g

hcit ^rehouse, Lx*d,ng and

role of the Church was also
up with the ever changing dif

ferent needs of the Armenians . ,
in America-; he said, "We must-: stressed, with a definile need
objectively evaluate -,- our!. for the Church to make a clear

■ ■ ■ ' " " stand on the thorny moral is-

250 ,

the; DFAR

strcngths and weaknesses, so

that we might be more respon

sive as leaders to the needs of

our people both, here in the

United Slates and tri Armenia."

HEALTHY DISCUSSION OF

VITAL ISSUES

Throughout the all-day

meeting, several challenging

questions confronting . the

Church today were openly and

candidlydiscussed. They includ

ed whether the mode of wor

ship was satisfying the diverse

needs of the people, so that

they could understand, become

involved and participate in the

sues of the American society. If

the Church is to.remain rele

vant and alive,'it should be in
the forefront with creative,

well-articulated answers to the

ethical dilemmas, as well as

give direction to the many

needs of both young, old and

intcrgcncrational. The Church

should also examine how other

ethnic churches arc dealing

with these problems, the partic

ipants emphasized.

• NEW YORK," NY ■•-The

Diocesan -Fund for Armenia's,

Recovery (DFAR) has received

ics. Among the clergy panic!-:, a donation or 250 copies of,
pating in the February meeting • Garoong (The Crane) from Mr.

Peter Khanbcgian, author, and

leaders will again be meeting in

the near future to continue the

discussions on these vital top

Also discussed was the need

to define the role and relation

ship of the Church in the Unit-

services; how to make the litur-. cd States with Armenia - its

gy understandable and interest- responsibility to establish and grouhy Svajian, psychologist;
ing to the faithful; whether the . communicate stands on ethical Continued on page 22

were • Very Rev. Haigazoun

Najarian, Vicar General; Rev.

Fr. Garabcd Kochakian, Chan

cellor, Rev. Fr. Ycprcm Kclcg-

ian, pastor of St. James Arme

nian Church, Hartford, Con

necticut; Deacon Hratch Tchil

ingirian, Rector of St. Ncrscss

Armenian Seminary, New Ro-

chclle, NY; and Deacon Nor

man Odabashian, Deacon-in-

Charge of St. Gregory of Narck

Armenian Church, Cleveland,

OH.

Scholars who look part in

the gathering Included Dr. Per-

Mrs.. Jean Khanbcgian to be

sold at the St. Vartan Book

store. "DFAR thanks the cou-

pfc for their support.' It's be
cause of our donors, friends

and volunteers, and their sup

port and encouragement that

DFAR has emerged as one of

the leading Armenian relief aid

organizations,"said Archbishop

Khajag Barsamian, Primate of

the Diocese of the Armenian

Church of America.. ■ '';V': • '■.

GnroongfThc Crane) is the

saga of an Armenian- family Vjacketcoverornew novel telling
covering three generations, snsa ofAmtcnian famify.
ranging from Armenia in the. • • • * - '• ■ ' • • '

early I900*s to America's.col-, Armenian people
lege campus activism of the "I am writing a sequel to

sixties. "We Armenians have so Gnroong. I already have seven
many books about the Gcno- chapters. It is based around the

cidc. I think writing a novel characters of Lartce, third-gen-
and, through it, feeding histori- eration Armcnliin, and Kara-
cal, cultural and traditional mine, an Armenian friend who
information to the reader is a he meets io college. I will be
good way to introduce our his- covering the 1988 earthquake
lory and customs to 'odars'," and the Karabagh issue in the
said Mr. Khanbcgian. sequel," said the author.

The 462-page hard-cover To buy your copy of this
book is fascinating and easy to fascinating novel which sells for
read. It is a novel covering $18.95, visit St. Vartan Book-

universal themes such as hatred store at 630 Second Avenue in
and love, revenge and forgive- New York City. All proceeds
ness and, through it all, giving will be used for relief programs

the history and culture of the for Armenia.

7a Sec *%*&>*«£*?

Auendees at special Task Force meeting at Diocese finish productive day-long meeting.



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF CANADA

THE APOSTLE

OF ST. NERSESS

A tribute to Rector Hratch Tchiiingirian

NEVER BEFORE HAS THE ARMENIAN

Church ever been in the dire

need ofa missionary spirit as she

has at the present time. Both

in Armenia and the Diaspora we

have a number of young clergy,

though few they may be, who feel

deep in their souls the urge in

spired by their forefathers to re

establish the Armenian church

in her apostolic mission. Among

these dedicated servants there

is one prominent figure, Dn.

Hratch Tchiiingirian, the Rector

ofSt. Nersess Seminary, who has

been working tirelessly since two

years to bring the Seminary to

the attention and consciousness

of the parishes and to dissemi

nate the Word of God. A gradu

ate of the seminaries of Jerusa

lem and St. Nersess, Dn. Hratch

Tchiiingirian has pursued his

education in North America and

has devoted himselfnow, in con

scientious and wholehearted

dedication, to the task of sowing

the seeds of a spiritual revival in

communities where the dyna

mism offaith had long since van

ished.

He is the apostle of St.

Nersess, imbued with vision, who

preaches with the anxieties ofthe

future and speaks for the press

ing need of clergy: well-educated

and consecrated clergy, who

would be able to inspire the com

munities entrusted to their care

with the power of a living faith.

Dn. Tchilingirian's aim is to make

the St. Nersess Seminary a heart

where Armenian spiritual life

would be rekindled in North

America, and to provide a firm ba

sis upon which the Church will

rest unshaken. In order to keep

the entire organism ofthe Church

healthy, he even expects and en

courages, with faith and farsight

edness, the full participation of

the laity in the life of the Church,

because the mission of the Arme

nian Church is not resolved ex

clusively to the clergy; hence, each

layman or laywoman is to perform

just as much according to his or

her abilities.

Dn. Hratch Tchiiingirian,

the apostle of St. Nersess, en

dowed with theological education

and administrative skills, embod

ies in himself the spirit of mod

ern times, firmly anchored at the

same time on the faith of our fa

thers. Filled with the ardor of

faith, renewed with vigor and

armed with many ideas, he car

ries the message of St. Nersess from

community to community and raises

awareness of the unique mission of

the Armenian Church.

Within the past two years

(1991-1993) he has organized more

than twenty well-planned and long-

range projects to aid the spiritual re

vival, which already have left their

impact on the three Diocese ofNorth

America. Since its founding, the

Seminary has never been so visible

in our communities. Some of these

projects, besides the academic pro

gram of the Seminary are: a) Pro

grams for the training or retaining

of acolytes and Dn.s; b) Preparation

of seminars and conferences for

churches; c) A spiritual mission to

Armenia for young people; d) Estab

lishment of theological lecture se

ries; e) Organizing symposia for pro

fessionals; f) Religious publications;

etc.

The last but not least, was a

fifteen-city tour conducted in the

summer of 1993 which, as a unique

project of its kind, gave Dn. Tchiiin

girian the opportunity to promote

the mission ofSt. Nersess Seminary;

in fact, it is none other than the mis

sion ofthe Church, which comprises

as its principal aim the training of

priests. In this noble work the Dn.

surely needs the encouragement

and the cooperation of the Primates

and the entire lay community as

well.

In order to reaffirm her mis

sion, the Armenian Apostolic

Church needs dedicated and consci

entious young clergymen. And, in

deed, we are thankful to God that

in these days one such person has

come forward, with a bright vision

and a consecrated heart: Hratch

Tchiiingirian, the apostle of St.

Nersess.

Prayerfully,

ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN

DERDERIAN

Primate, Diocese of the

Armenian Church of Canada

Montreal - No. 93.464
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Community Sews

St Nersess Summer Studies and Programs ;
NEW ROCHELLE, NY - This year, St.

Nerscss Summer Studies and Programs started

with a Deacons' Conference, during the week

end of July 8-lOi There were programs held

throughout the summer, both in New York and

California: ;;^"*; ' ",;• *
The Deacons Conference is part of the St

Nersess Liturgical Institute, devoted to provid

ing creative educational opportunities for dea

cons,' altar servers, acolytes and others who are

•intercsted^n;the liturgy of the Armenian

Church. The theme, of the Conference this year

is "The Role'dgthe Deacon in the Ministry of
the Church,1; There will.be an Acolyte Training

'Program in California July 24-30, at the
Western Diocese's Summer Camp in Dunlap,

near Fresno. A combined Deacons Training

and Acolyte Training Program will take place

August 26-28 in Costa Mesa, CA, at St. Mary

. Armenian Church.

At the Seminary in New Rochcllc, two

Summer Courses will'be offered for two weeks,

which will include courses in liturgical theology

and Biblical studies. The courses are offered to

college and graduate students, as well as to '

married students wl)o cannot attend classes at

SL Ncrscss during the regular semesters. The

instructors for the courses arc the Rev. Fr.

Arshen Aivazian, an expert in the field of

Armenian liturgies and Dr. Joseph Alcxanian,

an associate professor of Biblical Studies at the

Trinity College in Decrficld, IL For over two

decades, Dr. Alexanian has researched and writ

ten extensively on the Armenian New

Testament in professional and academic publi

cations.

This summer, the St. Nerscss Mission will

take place August 16-23. The Mission team will

visit Eric, PA; Cleveland, Columbus, Toledo,

OH; Detroit, Ml and Windsor, Ont In each city,

the team will visit the Armenian communities,

conduct services and fellowships, home visita

tions, Bible studies, youth discussions and pro

grams. Mission members will stay with

Armenian families in the respective cities. "The .

purpose of the Mission is to participate in the

ministry of the Armenian Church in a real life

experience," explained Seminary Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian. "This year our Mission will be a

special one because we will visit the Armenian

refugees from Baku who have settled in Erie,

PA, numbering about one hundred. There isn't

any Armenian Church or organized community

there, so the Mission will also provide an

opportunity for them to come together. It is

our hope that this will be the catalyst for the

formation of a future community,1* said Rector

Tchilingirian,'
All St. Nersess programs are open to the

public, especially the youth. More information

and details can be obtained by contacting the

Seminary at (914) 636-2003 or by writing to SL

Nersess Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton

Road, New Rochelle, NY 10804. In California,

call Western Diocese director of Youth Ministry

at (818) 683-1199.
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k St. Nersess SuMmeir-^
Studies and Programs

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -.This year, the St, Nersess Sum

mer Studies and Programs will start with a Deacons' Confer

ence, during the weekend ofJuly 8-10. There are programs that

will.be held throughout the summer, both in New York and

California. . . . .

The Deacons Conference is part ofthe St. Nersess Liturgical

Institute, devoted to providing creative educational opportuni

ties for deacons, altar servers, acolytes and others who are in

terested in the liturgy of the Armenian Church. The theme of

the Conference this year is "The Role of the Deacon in the

Ministry of the Church." There will be an Acolyte Training

Program in California from July 24-30, at the Western Diocese's

Summer Camp in Dunlap, near Fresno. A combined Deacons

Training and Acolyte Training Program will take place from

August 26-28 in Costa Mesa, CA; at St. Mary Armenian Church.

At the Seminary in New Rochelle, two Summer Courses will.

be offered, for two weeks, which will include courses in litur

gical theology and Biblical studies. The courses are offered to

college and graduate students, as well as to married students

who cannot attend classes at St. Nersess during the regular se

mesters. The instructors for the courses are the Rev. Fr. Arshen

Aivazian, an expert in the field of Armenian liturgies, and Dr.

Joseph Alexanian, an Associate Professor of Biblical Studies

at the Trinity College in Deerfield, IL. For over two decades,

Dr. Alexanian has researched and written extensively on the

Armenian New Testament in professional and academic publi

cations.

This summer, the St. Nersess Mission will take place from

August 16-23. The Mission team will visit Erie, PA; Cleve-

and, Columbus, Toledo, OH; Detroit, MI and Windsor, Ont.

In each city, the team will visit the Armenian communities,

conduct services and fellowships, home visitations, Bible stud

ies, youth discussions and programs. Mission members will stay

with Armenian families in the respective cities. "The purpose

of the Mission is to participate in the ministry of the Armenian

hurch in a real-life experience," explained Seminary Rector
Hratch Tchilingirian.."This year our Mission will be a special

pne because we wiiryisit the Armenian refugees from Baku

who haye settled-lnl_Ene^
There isn't any;Arrne_hian Church or organized community

there, so the Mission will also provide an opportunity for them

to come together It is our hope that this will be the catalyst for

the formation ofa future community," said Rector Tchilingirian.

All St. Nersess programs are open to the public, especially

the youth.' More information and details could be obtained by
contacting the Seminary at (914) 636-2003 or by writing to St.

Nersess Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton Roadt New Roch

elle, NY 10804. In California, call Western Diocese Director

of Youth Ministry at (818) 683-1199.

.Armnnian flrmtflipf
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Donald and Lorna Miller: Voice of the Genocide Survivors

NEW l^OCHELLE, NY -

Donald E. Miller and Lorna

Touryan Miller — the authors of

Survivors:.AnOral History of

the Armenian Genocide (Uni

versity ofCalifornia Press, 1.993)
— as a husband-and-wifc team

have been studying the survivors

of the Armenian Genocide for

almost two decades. On April

16, they shared their research,

study and thoughts at a seminar

-- organized,and sponsored by

' St. Ncrsess..Armcniaii Seminary

- entitled ''Genocide arid .Ethnic
Cleansing Today."...'.\

. During the first session of the
seminar, the Millers spoke about

the p'roccss ^interviewing o.vcr,,, and vu|ncrab|c;onjy lhcn wilI vvc
one hundred survivors and.the lisc...up ,0 cha||cnBC ,hcsufTcr_-
context oftheir rcscarch.,Speakr

ing about their, efforts to corn-

Dr.- Donald Es Miller and Lorna. Touryan Miller during:(lie
Genocide Seminar at SL NcrscssSctninary.On.the left is Seminary'
RectorHratclt Tchilingirian. • .'.. ' . • \' "\'-'A.

need to keep our consciences soft- Concurrently, he is writing-a,
_..j..._i ii . .. ... book--Reinventing American

Protestantism (University of

ingthat surrounds us. Denial of. California Press). •'*. .-:
evil is-a defense mechanism that Lorna Touryan Millerjs.pircc,->-;

plclc and publishjhc Survivors, ajustworldsimplycannotafford.- tor of the Onice ofCreative Con^?
Donald Miller said, 'l ins has not • . n«^:j^iK_-,.™.:..__i :■ _<__.;'j'j»! » n •« ..... _-.•' ■ ,y.Donald Miller said, "Tlu's has not

ization that there are currently'

.many children in the world who

arc orphaned or who have been

discarded by their parents or an.

uncaring society. They, like the-

survivors who told us their slo-

' rics, arc/.wandcring in search of
a piece of bread and a little

warmth. During this project our

emotions have ranged from'mel

ancholy to anger, from feeling

guilty about our own privileged

status to being overwhelmed by

the continuing suffering in the.

world. Working.with these inter

views over apcriod ofycars'has

led to a permanent loss of inno-'

cence about the human capacity

for evil ~ and to a recognition of

the need to combat such evil."

Throughout the day-long

seminar, the participants —

mostly young students and pro

fessionals — listened to the pre

sentations with their eyes preg

nant with tears. The Millers

shared anecdotal accounts ofsur

liclh century, it was certainly not the dcna^Sh'c is. the daughter of two
last.'"It has been estimated that 60 survivors of the Genocide,
million people have died/in this

century alone of slatc-orchcslralcd

violence," said D. Miller. • •

The second session ofthe semi

nar was devoted to the problem

of "Ethnic Cleansing," particu

larly as it is experienced by the

people ofKarabagh. The Millers,

using a slide projector, showed

photos that they had taken during

(heir visit to Karabagh and Arme

nia. Donald and Lorna Miller, to

gether will] a team often individu

als, have interviewed more than

300 people in Armenia and

Karabagh, as part of a research

project to document, study and

assess the current events and con

ditions in the region. They will

return to Armenia to continue the

research, the results ofwhich will

be published in a book.

Donald Miller is Professor of

Religion at the University of

Southern California. In-1993,/

Commenting on the seminar,

Seminary Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian said. "Donald and

Lorna Miller conducted a most

informative and elucidating

seminar on the Armenian Gen

ocide. Beyond the academic ex

cellence of their research, the
Millers made the survivors live

through their words and images
that they created - the sensitiv

ity and awe they have toward the

subject Avcrc manifested in their

reflections and personal discern

ment. Their work is not only a

contribution to the study and re

search of the phenomenon of

genocide, but more important, it

is a humanitarian contribution to
the healing process oftlic great

est tragedy, ofArmenian history."

On April 15, the Millers, to

gether with photographer Jerry
Bcrndt, made, presentations at a

photo.exhibit in New York City,

ild "ivivors'slories,facilitatingabct-. bcsidcs mc Survlvq^ tffaj Jntillcd "Armenia: Portrait-ofg

ter understanding of the barbar

ity ofthe Genocide and the per

manent scars that it left on the

survivors. As Lorna Miller rc-

published (with'co-authpr Barry!
Jay Scltscr) Homeless Families:.

The Struggle for Dignity (Uni-'

vcrsily of Illinois Press). Ciir-*

Suryivprs," which was jointly

sponsored by the Diocese ofthe

Ar.mcnian:Church and St.-

Ncrscss Armenian Seminary..,
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Mission of Faith Held in the Midwest

CHICAGO. IL • H'S Emi
nence Archbishop Khajag Bar-

samian. Primate of the-.Eastern «v

Diocese of the Armenian*
Church, and Dn. HralchTchil-

ingirian, Rector of St; Ncrscss

Armenian1'Seminary, held a^
seven-parish Mission of Faith .in'
the Midwcst'rcgion during the

month of March. His Eminence'

and Dn. Hralch first conducted

a daylong retreat on Saturday,'

March 5, 1994; for Arrncnian'
professionals, organized jointly

by Si. Ncrscss Seminary and

Midwest ACYOA.'
On Sunday. March 6, a solemn

Divine Liturgy was celebrated al

St. George Armenian Church in

Waukcgan, Illinois which was

followed by a luncheon and fcl-.

lowship in the church'hall;

Throughout ihe mission, Arch

bishop Khajag and Dn. Hralch

made presentations on The Mis

sion of the Armenian Church

Today—at St. James Armenian

Church, Evanston, IL; St.-

Mcsrob, Racine. Wl — jointly

with St. John, Greenfield.-\V[;.

Holy Resurrection. S. Milwau

kee. IL -- Sis. Joachim & Anne.

Palos Heights. 1L. While in the

region, the mission team had

gatherings with Armenian senior

citizens and visited area homes

'and old-age homes.

t Th^s. unique Midwest Mission
was "coordinated by Sonia Harl-

""ah. Midwest Regional Coordi
nator in cooperation with Rec

tor Tchilingirian. The V. Rev. Fr.
' Varoujan , Kabaradjian and

v George Nahabcdian of the Mid-
'west Regional Council also con
tributed to the success of the pro-

''grarn. ■' •
. 'MISSION OF CHURCH

Speaking about the mission of

* the Armenian Church today,

Archbishop Khajag underlined

the biblical, historical and Armc-'

' nian Church's understanding of

' Christian evangelism and the.

ministry of the church'in the

world todayV He urged the faith-'
"ful to participate in the ministry
ofthe church by providing lead

ership, service and Christian

"stewardship. He said. "We
must all understand that the mis

sion of the Church is the same

' today as it was yesterday, and in

the remote past. We also must

'understand that our church is

founded on the fundamental tc-

" nets of Christian faith: worship."

fellowship, evangelism, .service

and education. As we read in the

Book of Acts, the apostles.

through the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, spread the Good News of

Christ after his resurrection. To

day we need to continue the mis

sion that was started by.the

Apostles.As such, ourAposlolic

Tradition is a depository of the

accumulated wisdom and expe

rience ofthe apostles, our church

fathers, our saints and our church'

leaders. Out, we must realize that

all these exist in the context of a

community." Following His

Eminence. Dn. Hratch spoke pri

marily about the mission of the

, church in finding, training and

'providing ordained and lay lead

ers for today and for the future,'
AflcYcach visit and prcscnlaiion

in a'parish, a fellowship gather
ing was held in the church hall,

where refreshments were served

and -questions were entertained

by Dn. Hratch. Numerous issues

concerning parish and church

life were discussed in an open

forum. ' '' ''

The five-day mission became

a source of inspiration and en

thusiasm in the parishes of the

Midwest region, with a better

focus on the mission of the

church and thc'challcnges that
she faces in the coming years.

J
Hit. Hratclt Tcliilijigiria/t, Abp. h'liajas Banatnian and Arch-pricsl Rev. Fr. Diratt I'epaziau (seated
front, I to r.) with a croup ofsenior citizens from the various parishes ofthe Stidwcst region.

Midwest Armenian Youth Embrace a Challenge:

Hye-Phenated America
If second- and third-gcncra-

lion Armenian-Americans have

hyphenated identities, they also

have hyphenated ethical values:

a blending of the traditional Ar

menian values taught at home

and church, and additional codes

of ethics practiced in ihc main
stream professional workplace,

often with "mixed signals." As

such, the compassion and open-

DySonla Derman Harlan

offered in six other cities in the

United States and Canada.

On Saturday. March 6,

1994, Dn. Hratch brought the

"Ethical Issues" workshop to the

Midwest in the form ofa daylong

ACYOA Young Adults Retreat.

>uni, iih» witi|'«»iw*t w**w v|—. ■ College students and profes-

ncss that arc characteristic.of sional young adults with careers
Armenian living often need to be in sales, law, public relations,

medicine, advertising, engineer

ing etc. from several Midwcst-

cm states came together. Held at

St.Gcorgc Armenian Church of
Waukcgan, Illinois, the rclreat

was a joint project among St.

Ncrscss Armenian Seminary,

ACYOA and the Diocesan Mid

west Coordinator's office. The

organizers were Dn. Hralch

curtailed as one enters the work

force;

job descriptions, job perfor

mance, advancement opportu

nities, interaction with col

leagues, etc., confront the Ar

menian-American professional

every step of the way, on a daily

basis. There are many problems,

dilemmas and choices facing Ihc

Armenian professional today.

It is precisely because ofsuch

challenges in the workplace thai

Dn. Hralch Tchilingirian, Rector

of St. Ncrscss Armenian Semi
nary, has been offering a semi

nar called Ethical Issues Facing
Armenians in the Workplace.

This workshop has'already heen

nian Church," followed by dis

cussion. After lunch, the third

session was in the form of

smaller group activity where

"case studies" of hypothetical

scenarios were discussed. Fr.

Ycprcm Kclcgian, Pastor of St.

Mcsrob parish in Racine, Wl,

was partially in charge of ihis

session. The fourth session was

a group discussion on ethical is

sues that had come up in the

previous three sessions.' Afier

dinner, Fr. Tavit Boyajian. Pas

tor ofSl. John Armenian Church'

in Greenfield, Wl, conducted a #

Bible Study. His topics were."
"The Parable of the Shrewd

Manager" & "The Rich Man and

Lazarus."

Dn. Hraich's presentation fo

cused on* the difficulties of liv

ing in an increasingly secular and

pluralistic society. He briefly

spoke about the shifting chain of
Tchilingirian. Mr. Kavork

Hacopian, and this writer, ac- -i— 77"".™ ','"?—iV "
cording to their affiliation with' command in ihc workplace: How
the Seminary. ACYOA and the even lower management cmploy-

Dinccsc. ' ccs arc cncoura£cd l0 "clPWlln
The rrtreat had four sessions, ethically difficult policy deci-

During thr. first and second scs-' sionis how pressures of problem

sions. Dn. Hratch lectured about * '" 'continued on p. H
"Sources «>f Ethics in the Armc-

Midwest Armenian

Continued front p. J3

handling and solving in the

workplace are becoming ex

tremely challenging. Often, mat- •

tcrs are further complicaled by

unreliable interpersonal relation-'
ships and unrealistic expecta

tions from coworkcrs or superi

ors in the workplace. Therefore,

it has become increasingly more

critical for each one of us to

clearly identify the sources of

our ethical values: If the sources

are clear, il is easier to stay on

irack — no mailer how vast ihe

spectrum of the choices we are

confronted with in our profes

sional and private lives. "We also

must understand that you don't

learn ethics in one place; it docs

not happen in one pan of your

life; il is a life-long process,"

warned Dn. Hratch.

FAMILIARIZING WITH

CHURCH TEACHING

Having said that, Dn. Hralch

stressed the importance of Tamil- ■

iarizing ourselves with the teach
ings of the Armenian church.

"These teachings should be the

source of our ethical values," he-

stressed. "Knowing the doctrines
of the church, learning about ihe (
lives bf the Saints, appreciating •

the various expressions of our

faith, participating in the liturgi
cal life of ihc church, all could
provide guidance to us. Indeed,
these are all organically inter
connected elements which guide
our ethical behavior and enhance

our relationship wilh God. And
ihis is a life-long commitment."

So where should nur inquiry

begin? Accord ing I

"Ethical sources of

church arc based

lion of ihe ch

Avanlulyun. Tra

ongoing life of ihe

ihctfrne of Christ m

Bible, liturgy, wr

church fathers, ant

various councils, s

lhis Tradition. Tr

ethical norms of ir

velop in the comer

munity that is the

gether of believer;

and fellowship."

On the oiher h

know thai it is ih

community that te

lenges our Chrisli:

tinuously. "Life ofn

contradicts our fait

ofour workplaces, s

tempted with matcri

sexuality, adultcr)

Some bf us have to i

rassmenl and financ

situations upon oir

the expectatinns/g

our professional jol

The list goes on and

we would all be «

our Christian code'

practice preventiv

where we do not pis

in unethical siluaii<

is not the reality in t<

It is precisely bee

imposes morally di

cs upon us. that we

to nur Christian ct

line's io minimize d:

spiritual growth."

During the rein

session. I wo scennr

cussed. Il became e



Crime i:ccu iy u^. uviu ww^w--.-

able." ANC-NY worked very

closely with Councilman'

...McCaffrey in organizing the com--.

mernoration program, which fea-

. tured proclamations by both

rSiaybf Rudolph iGiutiani an<?

"• 'Council Speaker Peter Vallone on
^behalf oftheCjty Council/BbtH

St.: James Youth
Celebrate

^■ACYI^plpi
=' • C- PURCHASE;'NY'-The "•'Se
nior; ACYOA of St. James Ar

menian Church of Westchester

celebrated "ACYOA Day" with
a very successful Palm Sunday

Banquet last month. This day
was especially significant to the
group and the parish because it
represents the beginning of a
new era for the recently reor-

.ganized chapter. Eighteen

ACYOA members pulled to

gether to make the entire day an
enjoyable one for all who at

tended. . ■
After the meal was served, re

marks were made by Rev. Fr.

•Karekin Kasparian, Parish Coun

cil Chair Lionel Galstaun. and
ACYOA' members ' Alice
Leylegian; Naiyre Tanajian Fos

ter, and Meline Kasparian.
HratchTchilingirian, Rector of

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary,

•and' Rev; Fr. Arakel and
. Yeretzgin Natasha Aljalian also
enhanced the Banquet with their

presence. •■■• •

rDri. Hratch, the featured

speaker," gave moving examples

of faith'.ahd the mission of the
Armenian church today. He used

exampley of the faith of Arme
nians both in the homeland and

in the Diaspora which were rep

resentative of the fortitude and

determination of the Armenian

people. His talk wasfollowed by

an interesting video presentation

of Michelangelo's "Last Sup

per," an appropriate preamble to

Holy Week. The program was

complemented by group singing

of Armenian folk songs, wjiiph

contributed to the warm familial

atmosphere enjoyed by all who

were present. _



chief lover. • ' students and senior citizens.

Reine Barteve is an accom- Please' call the theater at

plished access and playwright • (212)679-7540 for;group reser-

currently living in France. Her . vaitioris or (212)679,;7562 for in-

first play, L'Armerioche (No- dividual reservations;

St. Nersess Offers Course on Parish Leadership

NEW ROCHELLE; NY - As part of St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary's Spring 1994 semester Extension Program, a course

entitled "Parish Administration and Leadership" (Practical The

ology 382) is being offered to the students and the community at

large.

This seminar course will focus on the practical and ad
ministrative responsibilities of the parish organization-and the

priest as the leader of the community. The administrative dy
namics of the parish will be, discussed from a biblical, patristic

and sociological perspective. For example, what is the "job de
scription" ofthe pastor based on the Gospel, the liturgical tradi

tion, Diocesan by-laws and parish expectation? What are the
functional parameters of the parish community? etc.

After a general overview ofpublic administration and its en
vironment, issues such as organizational structure, dynamics,
goals and leadership will be discussed, with specific emphasis

on the:church organization. What are the similarities and differ
ences between public and religious organizations? How does an

organization realize its goals, especially as a church (ministry)?
What is the role and responsibility of the leadership? How are

resources allocated and distributed? What are the important is
sues concerning personnel (parish council, church organizations)

and management?
The instructor of this course is Seminary Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian, who holds a Master's degree in Public Adminis
tration (MPA) and a Master's degree in Theology. The classes
will be on, Thursday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Seminary,- starting
January 27,1994, and it is open to the general public. St. Nersess

■ Seminary is located on 150 Stratton Road, New Rochelle, NY
(30 min. drive from NYC). For more information and registra

tion please call (914)636-2003-. _____

IT
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id aunanimous reso-

r$ Armenian Geno-

f genocide in this

^ported by the Rus-

representihg anotherpeopie victimized bygenocidai
policies. This interesting turn ofevents came in the

same month as a highly successful US Holocaust

Museum program on the Armenian Genocide held

at the US Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC—

an event significant both because the Museum is an

agency of the federal government, and because it is

dedicated primarily to the Jewish Holocaust during

World War II.

In Armenia, the79th anniversary ofthe Genocide

was marked by the march ofnearly one million Ar

menians to theTsitsernakaberd Monument. Despite

the fact that the eternal flame had not

burned for many months due to the

country's severeenergy shortage, the gov

ernment ensured enough fuel for the fire

to burn all day on April 24. Dignitaries at

the monument included President Levon

Ter Petrossian, British Parliamentarian

Baroness Caroline Cox and US Ambassa

dor Harry Gilmore.

Garlne Zeltllan

pportFundheaded

•menian Revolution-

fiJution further ex-
I 'the crime, its offi-

' in people and ex-
cendanis ofsurvivors

Ufye world.

arditsonlyMiddle

j. Uy Foreign Minis-.

e Israeli Knesset, his
extermination of the

? ere and genocide,

!, member." The an-
:e from agovernment

In what appears to be a movement to

position the Armenian Apostolic Church

as a leaderamongreligious establishments

in the former Soviet Union, a delegation

fromtheMotherSeeofEjmiatsin will par

ticipate in aconfererice, June21-23, which

will bring togetherthe majorchurches and

Christian denominations ofthe CIS. To be

held in Moscow, the conference will pri

marily focus on ways ofresolving the conflicts that

threaten newly-found religious freedoms. Another

topic ofdiscussion at the conference will be the pos

sibility of direct church intervention with govern

ment authorities in areas of conflict.

Christian attitudes to growing nationalism within

the former Soviet Union also tops the agenda of the

conference—the first major interdenominational

gathering since the collapse of Communism. Plan

ning began in Moscow last September at a meeting

called by the Russian Orthodox Church and the US

National CouncilofChurches. Asecond meetingwas

attendedby representatives ofthe Orthodox, Roman

Catholic, Protestant and Evangelical churches, as

well as other churches representing the Christian

communities ofRussia, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia

and Belarus. Representatives of the World Council

ofChurches, the Council ofEuropean Churches and

ecumenical bodies also attended.

At the same time, the Armenian Patriarchate of

Jerusalem, which falls under Ejmiatsin's ecclesias

ticaljurisdiction, is destined to play an important role
in the upcoming talks oh the status of the city of

Jerusalem. The World Council ofChurches (WCC)

has urged that future decisions regarding the status

of the city that is holy to the three monotheitic reli

gions of the world take into account its importance

for Jews, Christians and Muslims. The preservation

of Christian holy places in Jerusalem is of vital im

portance to the Council's 322 member churches,

particularly the Eastern Orthodox and the Oriental

Orthodox—among them the Armenian Church,

which is one of the custodians of the holy places.

TheWCC, emphasizing that it was not its normal

practice to comment on the activities of the Vatican

as a state, added "it is ourunderstanding that the ques

tion of the future status of Jerusalem will be a sub

ject of continuing discussions between the Vatican

and the State o,f Israel."

Hratch Tchlllnglrlan

The first installment of funds raised during a na

tionwide telethon in the United States at the end of

February was transmitted on March 29 to Karabakh

officials—Karen Baburian, President of the

Karabakh Parliament, and RobertKocharian, Chair

man ofthe Karabakh State DefenseCommittee—by

representatives oftheArmenian Revolutionary Fed

eration oftheWestern U.S. The"Artsakh Fund" tele

thon had raised nearly $ 1.5 million from 10,700 do

nors, individuals and organizations over 12hours. An

additional $125,000was raised during asimilartele-

thon in Sari Francisco a month later.

Viken Hovsepiari, a member of trie ARF Central
Committee ofthe Western United States, explained

that $500,000 of the sum raised was wired for dis

bursement on specific projects and that the ARF's

primary goal at this time was to estahlish "a mecha-

, MAY 1994
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rtard Mardigian
I js benefactor, Armenian
servant and innovative in-

3ssed away on November 3.

piiigian was a pillar of the

immunity of Detroit, the

I ; and overseas. Together
fe, Helen (Alexander), Mr.

s care, involvement and

^Distance were of historic

| as an American success
i in Istanbul, Turkey, Mr.

nmigrated to America with his family in 1914, settled in

p^hio area and then moved to Detroit in 1923. At 19 he

e tool and die apprentice program at the Ford Motor

d attended classes at Wayne State University. He

jugh the ranks of the Briggs Manufacturing Company

/hen he was selected to go to England as chief project

>work on the production of a line of Ford cars for

>rld War II, Mr. Mardigian gained recognition for his

'■. .o the war effort as a tool and die designer. After the

ed his own company, the Mardigian Corporation, build-

tomobile body dies and special production machinery.

P1" growth, he sold the company in 1971 to the Dana

rhereaftcr he purchased and expanded the Hercules

[ and Die Company in Warren, Michigan, built it into a
any and sold it in 1991. An innovator and inventor of

irdigian was involved in producing a range of products

f*then ware and the "Mardi-CarT, which received an

best-designed golf cart at the National Sports Show.

[ wiions to the Armenian and American communities
nore noteworthy. He and his wife were the most gencr-

ctors in the history of the University of Michigan-

riere the campus library was rededicalcd the Edward

irdigian Library. The Mardigians also built the Helen

vfardigian Library at the St. John's Armenian Church

southficld, MI. He also contributed to the renovation

ion of a number of churches and monasteries and fund-

<puscums, including one in the Armenian Quarter of

. one in Keghard, Armenia.

: to the various Armenian organizations was exem-

-..o President of the Armenian General Dcncvolcnt Union

rom 1970 to 1985; a member of the Board of Trustees of

: of the Armenian Church, a founding trustee of the

r%embly of America, and member of the Board of
the St. Ncrsess Armenian Seminary. In 1980, Mr.

' i named by President Carter as a U.S. delegate to the
iference of the Helsinki Accords; He was later re-

y President Reagan.

P*tce Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, eulogized
>pic spirit of Mr. Mardigian. "The example Edward

[ was not simply one for a single generation, but for all
as not a passive benefactor, but was actively involved in

fe, never sparing his lime and energy when it came to

pinitarian and above all, Christian and Armenian caus-

e stated.

[_ :e also addressed the works of the Mardigians as a
r community was also blessed through the marriage of

1 Helen Mardigian. The kindness, devotion and noble

ipm became a fountain of inspiration for Edward, who

to ever-greater heights of philanthropy and Icadcr-

[ Tnenian community. Together, Edward and Helen
the good of our people as few before ever had, and as

II. Seeing them together made one remember the true

«i$je word "philanthropy"—the love of mankind. They

n exemplary couple, reflecting the love of God and

ife."

ficr years, Edward focused his efforts on the younger

and I suspect this will constitute his most enduring lega-

jnence noted. "He understood the importance of trans-

:ritage from generation to generation, and with his

d a determined effort to improve and advance all

I— youth of our community." The Primate concluded,
mantly than his great accomplishments, Edward Mar-

° us his example of how a decent, Armenian Christian

Ptytt to live and this will keep his memory alive among

I r. Valian H. Tootikian shared his thoughts on Mr.
"The Mardigians did not live for and by themselves.

■ for their fellow man, particularly for their fellow
F* a team, they worked hard to bring leadership and

to Armenian community life, and they both earned

c ct and admiration of the Armenian people."

1 Mardigian will be remembered as a self-made man
iih a good intellect. He had an inventive and indepen-
m\d an unusual ability for thinking and planning... A

judgment and a great heart, in Edward Mardigian

{ d two qualities that do not always meet: the shrewd-
businessman and the moral insight of a man of
- all, he was a great investor in human life, that it might

ST. NERSESS: A Spirit of Activism
The Seminary Broadens

Its Outreach
From seminars for profession

als on ethical issues, to retreats in

the Midwest to pan-Orthodox con

ferences on globalization, the St.

Nerscss Armenian Theological

Seminary typifies the spirit of out

reach and activism. The Seminary,

and in particular its Rector,

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, has

maintained a busy schedule, both

bringing people and interest into

the New Rochcllc campus, and

also going to where the faithful arc

and arc represented. This past fall,

the Seminary's "community"

extended to Milwaukee, Washing

ton, D.C. and Tarrytown, NY.

Ethics Seminar for

Professionals

Globalization Conference—October "9J. Back row: Dr. Roman

Ycrcniuk (SL Andrew's), Dn. Tcbllingirian (SL Ncrsess), Fr.

John Kowatczyk (St. Tikbon's), Prof, fobn Ertckson (St.

Vladimir's), Fr. Thomas llopko (SL Vladimir's), Fr. Alktavtdis

Callvas (Holy Cross), Fr. Luke Mlbtily (Christ the Saviour),

Dr. Paul Meyendorff (St. Vladimir's) and Fr. Thomas Kaxtcb

(St. Sava, Grayslake). Seated: Bp. Seraphim (OCA Synodal

Commission on Theological Education), Metropolitan

Christopher (SL Sava, Libcrtyville), Bp. Yuri (SL Andrew's).

St. Ncrscss presented a day long seminar entitled

"Ethical Issues Facing the Armenian Professional"

hosted by St. Mary's Armenian Church in

Washington, D.C. in November. This program had

previously been presented by the Seminary in

Montreal, Toronto, New York and Los Angeles, with

great response. The intent of the seminar is

explained by Deacon Tchilingirian:

"Today, as members of society, we arc constantly

being challenged by numerous social, political, eco

nomic and cultural trends and movements. On the

other hand, whether as doctors, lawyers, accoun

tants, architects, teachers or any working woman or

man—we arc faced with the problems and issues of

daily life. How do we deal with all these currents

and the ethical dilemmas that come with them? What

are our ethical and moral standards? What is the role

of the Church in these matters? These arc just some

of the questions that we deal with at this seminar."

Conference on Globalization
In the spirit of ccurncnicism, St. Ncrscss was one

of nine Orthodox seminaries represented at a day

long Cconfcrcnce on Globalization in Tarrytown,

New York in October. The purpose of the confer

ence, funded by the Lilly Endowment, was to study

and discuss the impact of the events in the Balkans,

Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union upon

theological education. The process of globalization

grapples with questions about the adequacy of theo

logical education in North America in the broader

context of the multicultural and multinational

dimensions of the various Orthodox churches.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian represented the

Armenian Church and the St. Ncrscss Seminary.

Other denominations attending the conference were

Holy Cross (Greek Orthodox), St. Sava (Serbian), St.

Vladimir's, St. Tikhon's (Orthodox Church of

America), Christ the Saviour and St. Andrew's

College of Theology,

Midwest Retreat
Coordinating with parishes has been another

effective vehicle of gelling the Seminary's message

and mission to the failhful. Once such effort resulted

in the third annual Midwest region retreat, jointly

sponsored by the Seminary and the St. John

Armenian Church in Greenfield, Wisconsin. This

year's focus was "the Faith of the Armenian Church"

and its elements. Seminary Rector Deacon Hratch

presented on the Holy Tradition of the Church and

how it is lived in the life of the faithful, both individ

ually and collectively. The retreat focused on the

formative year's of child's life and the family's role in

teaching and living church tradition, and the family's

moral sustenance.

The Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, pastor of Sts.

Joachim and Anne Armenian Church in Palos

Heights, Illinois, served as the retreat chaplain and

conducted liturgical services throughout the week

end retreat. A committee headed by Diana Kcutclian

coordinated the retreat, which had 34 participants.

Next year's retreat will be sponsored jointly by the

St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Racine, Wisconsin

and the Seminary.

"Friends of St. Nersess" Formed
Recognizing the need for grassroots community

support for the efforts and goals of the Seminary, a

new "Friends" of the Seminary group has formed

and is encouraging those interested to join its

efforts. Spearheading the organizing effort are

Ycrctzgin Roberta Kochakian and the Rev. Fr.

Garabcd Kochakian, in cooperation with the St.

Ncrsess Office of Recruitment and Development.

The new Friends group will foster financial and

moral support for the Seminary. "This group will

provide an opportunity for individuals to share their

talents, professional expertise and time, for the ben

efit of the Seminary," said Ycretzgin Roberta at the

group's first gathering at St. Ncrsess. "St. Nerscss is a

vital institution, and has already contributed to the

Church's mission in North America. Already, 24 of its

graduates arc serving the Church in various capaci

ties."

The second meeting the Friends group will be in

January. Those interested in supporting and joining

the group arc urged to call the Seminary at (914)

636-2003 for more information. The Seminary is

located in New Rochcllc, New York, a 35 minute

drive from New York City. Q

Ocean Markings/The New

Everything'sfrozen to bottom;

scallop shells rigid in place
the spine ofeach sanddollar split,

small August drift like iron

on thejetty.

Each wave that breaks on shore
returns nothing.

You come back to this,
to the level ofocean

attdfind gulls white as ice

scanning the low tide.

You bearthe wind slam

tbefoors ofempty bathhouses.

The hedge that bloomed tiger-lily

now winds likes capillary around the rail.

YeUTforAunt Lucille by Peter Balakian

Tonightyou 'II Id the shadow

ofyour mother hobbling along the wall

return to sand.

you 'II come and lay the bones ofyourfather

in the last imprint ofthe crab,

and return the eyes ofyoursister lo thepeart white shells
that know the deep weed beyond thejelly.

Ifyou stare into the loud black waves

that claim and reclaim the moonlit rows ofdshells

emptied oftheir meat,

)<ou 'It bear the sound ofbirds,

toofar offto befamiliar

Think oflbeir wings poised in Ibe wind

making a long silent arc

against thefurious air.
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tier to EditorofNYT

993, whose textfollows,

•s an appealfor an "out-

ce and harmony, among

)espite the fact that Arme-■

5 not a party to the con-

Turkey and Azerbaijan, in

intviolation of interna-

I law, have instituted a-

:ade on our- landlocked

Ty. Lacking ' access to.

;, railroads and pipelines

\rmenia, urgently needed

ies of fuel and food are

; choked off. Armenia's

ing efforts to feed, clothe

shelter the victims of the

quake as well as the refu-

who have fled from war-

Nagomo-Karabagh and

baijan in the tens of thou-

; are seriously threatened,

.rmenia is firmly commit-

3 the peaceful resolution

i conflict. The region has

thing to lose and nothing

.in from the continuation

jstilities. But to achieve

j and harmony among all

ns in the region, we must

the same outpouring of

Drt from the entire world

nunity that occurred five

ago at the time of our

tragedy.

Rouben Shugarian

Washington, DC

lues to Speak
Karabagh
rational"!community has
critical ofthese Armenian

tives; without placing

in context.

\ commenting on the cur-:

ituation^ it is important to;
^nber the following evi-

i based, on first-hand ex-

nce of 16 visits to the

n, both, to. Azerbaijan in

irly days'oY the escalation

conflict, and subsequent-

Armenia and Karabagh.
& 50-ton cargo planes of

St. Nersess Seminary Presents

Program for Armenian Professionals
.WASHINGTON, DC - A seminar, entitled Ethical Is-

-:.sues Facing.the Armenian Professional, was presented by

^'Stir Nersess_ Armenian Seminary"at St Mary's Armenian
k^Ch^ch\here: The program, new in its type and scope,
.-J"ad<^essed is?u:es that are a part of the daily lives ofArmeni-

• an professionals. . . . -

.-.§\In'exyaimhg the intent, ofthe seminar, Seminary Rector.
:> Hratch Tchilihgirian said, "Today, as members of society,"
we are constantly being challenged by numerous social,

Apolitical, economic and cultural trends and movements. On;

. the other hand —. whether as doctors, lawyers, accountants,

architects* teachers or any working woman or man ~ we are

faced with the problems and issues of daily life. How do we

deal'with all'these currents and the ethical dilemmas that
come with them? What are our ethical and moral standards?

.What is the role of the church in these matters? These are

just some of the questions that were dealt with at this semi-"

nar." Fifteen young professionals from the metropolitan

Washington area participated in the daylong program, which_

took place on Saturday, November. 13.

Previously, St Nersess Seminary held similar seminars

for Armenian professionals in Montreal, Toronto, New York

and Los Angeles. There are plans to hold these seminars in

San Francisco, Chicago and Detroit As- a new creative

feature, the format of the programs is informal. Ample time

• is devoted to group discussions, where individuals' participa

tion is most encouraged. "These conferences are not a 'lec

ture series' held in one day," said the Rector. "Participation

and reflection are the central elements of the project." Ad

ditional information about these programs can be obtained

by calling St. Nersess Seminary at (914)636-2003. '

inn/. ~_ J r. . J

ARMENIAN STUDENTS'ASSOCIATION

CHRISTMAS NOTE CARDS
Package of 10 cards - $ 10 + $ 1.00 Handling

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS!, • - . :
FEATURING ORIGINAL WORKS BY THEFOLLOWINGARTISTS:

Vqihe Ashodldn, Architect ........: .;..--•.
: v . caryn Babalan, Medical Illustrator : ..->;.

Rose Manteghian, Freelance Artist =.

! ^ Virginia Zslray, Freelance Artist

■■ AVAILABLE FROM: v -• ■ .
ASA, 395 Concord Ave..BeImonti MA 02178

., (617)484-9548
CEC Pres. Jaymie Babaian (508) 635-9559 -

'.'< Mass. Pres. Jane Jamgotchian (617) 327-4849 - -
Conn. Pres. Edward Gullason (203) 651-7321.

"rr-fx NYPres; Paul Bazikiqn (201).864r3250 - , ' :
•: Penn; Pres.-Vahe-Ashodian (215) 284-0865

R.I. Pres. Azarig Koolian (401) 353-9713
^Syracuse Pres. Robert Koolakiah (315) 446-1458 ;

Please make checks payable to
ASA of America. Inc.

A Cautioriai

By Philip j

' &Tint

'■ No: one ever

homa City Fede

vid Lv Russell c

touch.- But havi

himself, his hea

another fathef, (

arian ~ the com

of savings and

tions and of th

UrbanDeveloprr

arian said his so

attend his only d

ding before he:

prison, perhaps

So on Aug. 1

ing Bazarian's c

laundry list ofvi<

Russell set asi

objections, and

stocky, charisma

24-hour furlougi

It was a rui

live to regret. AI

ian, 54, made it

Sept. 4 weddii

made it back to

Two months

ian's trail remaii

as it was the. r

But if Bazarian

far from fqrgotte

to a 15-year cr

that has cosjt t

investors hundre
he leaves behind

answered: questi

relatipnshipj;..wii

sam6i^dtnit;ja\
. .officials who: irr

prosecuted., hirr

court.docurnents:

•talked an'assists
ney who put him

investing- in ah

manipulation sci

FBI agent once j

case,.it turns ot

. zariah'shelp w

business..' ••

BEST-LIKE

• Some of the i

tothesilver-tong

- a man who \b



d by FAR, a perma^J

ice- in Armenia 'was.
»d in early 1992.. Laur

■azian; Director of.the'
revan office, leads a

lied staff, to properly
3 and monitor all pro-

ultimate goal of the

;tion is to become a
ged relief agencyjo aid ..

/"Armenia, but other

s" in need of assistance.

3alian, FAR Executive

r, explained that once

ganized, it is hoped that

HI expand its scope to

)ther disasters through-

world.

* is still headquartered

New York Diocese on

Avenue and continues

c under the auspices of

nate, His Eminence Ar-

)p Khajag- Barsamian,

s the President of the

of Directors. Kevork S.

nian serves as the Board

rectors Chairman. The

taff of six includes Ba-

is Executive Director;

•. Kapeghian and Arto

rian. Special Projects

inators; Paulette Kaspar-

!ommunications Coordi-

Joseph AHam, Control-

nd Marcia Sasloff, Ad-

:rative Assistant.

jrther information on

may be obtained by call-
(212)686-0710. Tax-de-

)le contributions towards

fthe Fund's projects may

nt to the Fund for Arme-

Relief* at 630/ Second
.New York, NY 10016. '

ig Scholgr&T

W-^ne^"r6chelle,;' ny■■-
"Recently; a group of dedicated
people' gathered at St; Nersess

Armenian Seminary to start the

•'Friends;' o£ St. Nersess,11..an

auxiliary. group which will
foster financial and moral sup

port for-i the. Seminary. The.
Friends:.off St.; Nersess was

organized by Yn. Roberta Koc-

Jialdknlandjhe^ey.LFr.; Gara-
bed Kochakian, in cooperation

with the Seminary's Office of
Recruitment and Development.

"This group will provide an

opportunity to individuals to

share their talents, professional

expertise and time for the ben

efit and further development of

the Seminary," said Yn. Koch

akian. St. Nersess Seminary, as

one of the most vital institu

tions ofthe Armenian commu

nity, has greatly contributed to

the continuation of the mission

of the Armenian Church in

North America. Already 24

graduates of the Seminary are

serving the Church in various

capacities. "In order to secure

' the" future of .our. ..Armenian

Christian life'in North Ameri- .
ca,. we" need '.the..'continued

involvement and' contribution

of our .community, so that we

are able to prepare more, disci

ples for the Church," affirmed

. Seminary. Rector Hratch Tchil-.

ingirian.., ..-.,.•

The .gathering, of the

Friends of St. Nersess started
with a brief vesper service in

the Seminary Chapel. This was

followed by. an informal dis

cussion and. exchange of ideas
concerning potential projects

and methods of. generating

support for St. Nersess in each

of the three dioceses.

The next meeting of the

Friends of St. Nersess will be

held in January. Membership is.
open to all those who are inter

ested in the work and mission

of the Seminary. ' Forr more

information, please call (914)-

636-2003. St. Nersess is locat

ed in New Rochelle, NY, a 35-

minute drive from NYC.

^ Vartanaiitz Holds 2nd Annual Art
Exhibition, Invites Artists for 1994

By Susan Dadian

R1DGEF1ELD, NJ - The

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Ap

ostolic Church's second annual
art' exhibition took place on
November 5-7, 1993. Spon

sored by the Church Pastor,

Very Rev. Kareg Alemezian,
and the Board of Trustees, this

.year's exhibit featured works
'.by. 10.Armenian artists from
rNew jersey, New York and
Massachusetts. Displayed in

the Church Hall, the works
. gave the warm ambience of an

art gallery.
.. A majority of the paintings

presented were works in oil.

Jeanette Koumjian's still lifes
drew much attention for their
fine technique, particularly

•.."Carole's Scarf and "Granny

•Smiths" whose use of light was

: handled with special mastery.

•• Valery Boyakjian displayed

delicate still lifes as well as
one collage tilled "Green Pom-

Armenia. One showed a small

child standing outside her
home and- another showed a
young lady grinding wheat be

tween two flat stones. Haig
Sarajian's works presented
Armenian church scenes and

clergy with great verisimili

tude.
• Two artists exhibited pho

tographic , .irnages. Margaret

' Tomanelli showed a number of
photos that, she had taken in
the Armenian Quarter of Jeru

salem ..the.1 previous"' summer,
one. of which depicted the St.

' James Convent.and another.of
a' fifth-century' mosaic. .

Ardem Asjaniah's .works,

recounted glimpses 'of his past
summer. Mr.' Aslanian had tra
velled to Armenia and Kara-

bagh where he lived' on. the

front lines with fedayeen for a
number of days. A documenta

ry photographer, his photos

from Karabagh showing feday-
" nther Dhotos aave on-
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■'""~: By Mary Selvinazian

BAYSIDE, NY - Jointly

sponsored by the Association

of Armenian Church Choirs of

America and the Holy Martyrs

Church Choir, a regional work

shop was held on October 16,

1993,- with Maestro Khoren

Meikh'anedjiari of the Holy

Etchmiadzin Cathedral Choir

as' the music instructor and

Rev; Fr. Garabed Kochakian

and Deacon Hratch Tchilingir-

ian as guest lecturers. Thirty-

three participants from .the

New York/New Jersey area

choirs spent the day at the

Holy Martyrs Church here, in

a musical and spiritual environ

ment. .

Following a prayer by the

Church Pastor, Very Rev. Fr.

Samuel Aghoyan, Choir Asso

ciation Central Council Chair

Mary Selvinazian welcomed

everyone, stating that this was

the third workshop in as many

months, each taking place in a

different locale under the aus

pices of the AACCA and with

Maestro Meikhanedjian as the

music director.

The Maestro's syllabus in

cluded a segment on correct

liturgical singing, with a con

centration on the special hymns

for "Kyood Khatch," the Feast

of the Discovery of the Holy

Cross, the following week's

feast day. Fr. Garabed Kochak

ian, Diocesan Chancellor, gave

a very informative talk on the

proper attitude and conduct of

choir members and also point

ed out frequently made errors

in pronunciation during the

singing of the Liturgy.

Deacon Hratch Tchiling-

irian spoke on the significance

of the feasts of the Holy Cross

and what meanings the Cross

should have for Armenian

Christians. He also gave some

insight on the "Arevakal" (Sun

rise) Service sung during Lent.

Holy Martyrs Choir Chair

man Carol Loshigian thanked

the instructors for giving their

time and expertise in this

much-anticipated event. A get-

acquainted coffee hour and

delicious lunch prepared by

Anoush Givelekian and her

committee were enjoyed by all

who attended. Holy Martyrs

organist Juliet Gregorio accom

panied the group at the piano

and organ. The culmination of

the day's proceedings was an

intensive rehearsal in the Sanc

tuary for Sunday's Divine

Liturgy which Maestro Mcikh-:

anedjian directed at Holy Mar-

Continued on page 23

Participants at the Regional Choir Workshop held on October 16 at Holy Martyrs Chwch:

Photo: Albert' Der Tatevasian

^», ^gre^!^^^^

• Corner Of9W& Clinton Ave., Tenafly, NJ

Saturday, November 13
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Eventually about 130,000 Azeris left Armenia and 200,000
Armenians made the journey in the averse direction.

About the May 1990 ejections we are informed that the

turnout, already the lowest-in 1989, was lower still --just

over 60 per cent." ■ . .. ", .. ' ,
Among the individual Armenians mentioned, discussed

or quoted are: economist Abel Aganbegyan, chess player
Gary Kasparov, activists' Yelena Bonner, President Levon
Der Bedrosian, Georgi Shakhnazaro ("head of the Soviet
political science association and a Gorbachev adviser"), V.M.
Movsisyan ("Armenian leader") and Suren Arutyunian

("Armenian leader").
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

Light, Grace & Miracles
NEW ROCHELLE, NY - Points of Light - Parables

ofFaith in the Everyday Experience ofArmenian Priests.
Edited by Hratch Tchilingirian. New Rochelle, NY: St
Nersess Armenian Seminary Press, 1993. 51 pages.

Most often the Armenian priest is seen primarily as a
liturgical functionary on Sundays or as someone who is
preoccupied with administrative duties in the parish. Con
trary to these stereotypical characterizations, the recently
published Points of Light records events and experiences in
the life of the Armenian priest that challenge these percep-

This engaging book - a collection of fifteen pastoral
vignettes -- is a welcomed first publication in its genre. The
simple, short and moving narrative of each priest leaves an
endearing impact on the reader. Each story is a personal
account of a real experience that the author shares with the
reader in "an informal conversation."

• As the forward of the book states, "many Armenians see
the Church as a 'historical monument, • rather than the
gathering or the assembly of God's people. Many Armenians
are unaware of the Armenian Church where the Grace of the
Holy Spirit is experienced in the small miracles and in the
little incidents that occur on a daily basis in the lives of
Armenian faith"ful." Points of Light gives- the reader a
alimpse of these miracles and establishes once again that

True faith can only be expressed'in a living praxis.
' Copies of this book can be ordered from St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary, 150 Stratton Road, New Rochel.le, NY

10804. (914)636-2003 (S5 per copy). ;

menian artists. • '

The Kingdom of Cilicia is

one of the most fascinating..

periods in Armenian history.

Stretching from the twelfth

through the fourteen centuries,

it represents the last Armenian

experiment with statehood until

the twentieth century. More

over, it was highly novel in

being established in territory

outside the traditional Armen- '

ian lands, in a diaspora, at a

tumultuous period in human

history when popular forces

frorn East and West converged

on'the eastern Mediterranean

shores. These in turn.affected

the two Armenias in different

ways and created various ten

sions between them which

were to outlive the state itself.

The purpose'ofthis symposium

is to explore these various "

issues, focusing first on Cili-.

cia's external relations and

then its internal structure, cul

ture and way of life.

A brief. overview follows

about the events of the three

day of activities. More detailed
information will be forthcom

ing about eacji one of the

events separately in the next

few weeks.

SYMPOSIUM

Three panels will convene

on Friday, and three on Satur

day, November 12, and 13.

Registration on both days be- •

gins at 9 a.m. with the first
panel starting at 10 a.m. Each

. panelist wi'il speak for twenty
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Armenian Journalism Past To Be Extolled Diocese Offers Regional Choirs Workshop on Arevakal Service
NEW YORK, NY - On

Sunday. October 24 the Dio

cese of the'Armenian Church
of America will host a special

program .commemorating the

200lh anniversary ofArmenian

journalism.. The day's events
include a requiem service for

deceased Armenian intellectu

als, lectures by Robcr Haddc-

jian and Ara Kalaydjian, as
well as an exhibit of rare, his

toric Armenian periodicals
sponsored by the Krikor and

Clara Zohrab Information Cen
ter, the research and informa

tion facility of the Diocese.

Contemporary society is

inundated with newspapers,
current events publications and

broadcasts, so it is easy to

forget that the profession of

journalism -- that is, day-to

day recording of local topics of

interest - is a relatively recent

development In America, the

pioneers of journalism were

people like Benjamin Franklin.

And al exactly the same time

as Franklin, a world away, an

Armenian priest was laying the

foundation for what was lo.

become a flourishing tradition
of Armenian editorial publica
tions.

That obscure but historic

figure wao Fr. 1 Iaroulunc Shm-

avonian -- now credited as the

father of Armenian journalism.

The story of this intellectual

and esoteric man is still rc-

But as a literal pioneer in the N£W YORK, NY - The

field, he had lo work complete- next regional Choir Workshop,
ly from scratch - there was no to be held under the auspices
standard typographical equip- of the Diocese of the Armenian
mcnl thai he could buy or ac- Church in the New York mct-

quirc lo facilitate his objective, ropolilan area and directed by
Shmavonian actually pro Maestro Khorcn Mcikhancdji-

parcd the matrices and cast the an, will lake place on Saturday,

typefaces for the Armenian October 16, at the Armenian
letters himself; there is even Church of the Holy Martyrs
reference to his building his and is eagerly anticipated by
own printing press. The

priest's project was encouraged
by local intellectuals, as well

as by renowned clergymen

such as Archbishop Ycprcin of

Holy iitchmiad/Jn and Arch

bishop Hovscp Arghutian, the
Primate of Russia.

Fr. Shmavonian named his

monthly publication Aztarar

(Monitor), and his first issue, ...~ » -«.«., *^.Vww-

appcarcd on October 16, 1794.: 5an Chancellor, and Deacon

All in all, 18 issues were pub- MralchTchilingcrian, Rector of
lished between 1794 and 1796. j St- Ncrscss Seminary, as well

Each issue of Aztarar con- j as a gct-acquaintcd coffee hour

taincd articles on a varicly of \a»d lunch, all lo be held at the
topics by Armenians living in ^hurch complex at 209-15 Hor-
diffcrcnt Oriental countries;

also news from Armenia, Eu

rope and Asia, translations

from European and Eastern

languages, letters from re

nowned Armenian clergymen,

interesting information on

church choir directors, organ

ists and singers alike.

Jointly sponsored by the

Association of Armenian

Church Choirs of America and

the Holy Martyrs Church

Choir, the day's agenda will

include a two-session music

workshop by Maestro Meikha-

ncdjian, presentations by Rev.

Fr. Garabcd Kochakian, Diocc-

various topics, commercial

news, prices of commodities,

calcndrical information and so

on. Some of the articles dealt

with Armenian topics, and
CIKOUrnilcd lhc immtonm

Holy Martyrs
Holding Parent/

Youth Forum
BAYSIDE, NY - The Ar

menian Church of the Holy

Martyrs is happy to announce

that they will once again be

holding parent-youth forums,

led by Dr. Anic Sancntz-Kala-

yjian, in more expanded form.

ace Harding Expressway in

Baysidc, Queens. It is expected

that choir members from neig

hboring parishes in New Jersey

and Connecticut will partici
pate also.

Musical Director ofthe Holy
Etchmiadzin Cathedral Choir,

Khorcn Mcikhancdjian is cur

rently on special assignment

with the Diocese of the Arme

nian Church of America and is
serving as director of the St.

Vartan Cathedral Choir ofNew

York City. A professor of

music* and composer of liturg

ical hymns, the most familiar

of these being the Macstro's
own interpretation of the Di

vine Liturgy of the Armenian

Church, known as The Khorcn-

ian Badarak, Mcikhancdjian
will be offering workshops

throughout the Diocese at vari

ous intervals. The most recent

was held Sept. 25th in Wash

ington, DC under joint spon

sorship of AACCA and St.
M' Armenian* Church-

Choir.

The upcoming Baysidc wo

rkshop will cover the special

hymns of the Lenten Sunrise

(Arcvakal) Service in addition

to Maestro Mcikhancdjiaivi.

syllabus on voice quality and

correct liturgical singing.

Those interested in attending

may register by sending name

and address, together with, a

check for $10.00 payable to

Armenian Church of the Holy

Martyrs to cover the cost of

•lunch and materials for each

person attending. Mail to Mary

Sclvinazian, Chairperson ofthe

Central Council, at 56-36 196

Place, Flushing, NY 11365.

Check The Calendar

Of Events
To See What's
Coming Up in
Your Area

ARMENIAN SOCIETY OFNEWYORK

fcfti^X^

An Invitation
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WEEKEND IN WATERTOWN: .

ACYOA's Annual Assembly & Sports Weekend Mixes Labor Day Festivities with Innovative Youth Slants
Rv

NEW YORK,NY-Thc dour

voices of (he Armenian ccnunu-

nilywho arc perpetually bemoan

ing the lack of youlh involve
ment in Armenian causes should
take a lesson from the 1993
ACYOA Assembly and Sports

Weekend — a lesson in how to

do things right The annual
Labor Day-wcckcnd event Sep

tember 1 through. 6 was orga

nized under the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America by
St James parish, Watcrtown,

MA.
The historic Walcrlown

Armenian community— with its
high-profile presence in the cily-

at-largc and a vigorous and ac

tive group of young people —
provided the perfect setting for

an Armenian youth event which

I found gralifyingly innovative,

as well as just plain fun.
Having observed several past

ACYOA Assemblies, I was

pleased to notice that this latest
effort was characterized by a few
things which were definitely out

ofthe ordinary. One thread which
ran through the weekend was an

emphasis on worship. The As
sembly sessions in particular

which began Wednesday night"

and continued through Thursday

and Friday always began with
some form of religious obser

vance, whether a home blessing
ceremony, a "matins" or morn

ing service, or a regular badarak.

Actually, the latter was any

thing but regular: the text of llic

Divine Liturgy celebrated on Fri

day moming was a streamlined,

concentrated one called "The

Common Liturgy," recently de

vised by the Diocesan Depart

ments of Religious Education

and Youlh Ministry. I think it is

interesting that this particular

function — an ACYOA national

assembly — was the setting for
the "debut" of the Common Lit-

urgy.

This year's Assembly was

also remarkable for the way the
idea of Christian action in the

world was brought to the fore.

The particular theme — that
Christians have a special voca

tion and duty, and arc called to
act upon their convictions in ev

eryday life —was struck several

times by the Primate, Archbishop

Khajag Barsamian, during his
formal and informal remarks (sec

the adjoining piece on "The

Highest Good for Human Be

ings**); but it was particularly

evident in the reports from young

people who had participated in a

number of Diocesan programs

during the summer. These incl

uded an internship program at

ihc Patriarchate in Jerusalem, a

student internship at the Dioce
san headquarters, and the Ar

menian Studies Program which

everyyear sends a groupofyoung

Armenian Americans on an ex

tended excursion in their home

land.

One aspect of the theme was

movingly articulated in a special

presentation by Fr. Stanley

Harnkas, a renowned Eastern

Orthodox writer and pastor, who
screened a video entitled "AIDS:

An Orthodox Christian Perspec

tive" and afterwards led a discus-

By

Mgrililrli "Mitch" !l;ig«|itan

Participants in the "Insi^hti"program ledhx Deacon llrauh
Tchilingirian, Hector ofSt. Nersess Armenian Seminary (center)
and Dr. Norman Odabashian. Dn.-in-Charsc of.St. Gregory of
Narek Armenian Church, Cleveland (I. ofcenter).

sion on the same topic. I confess
that I was expecting something

that would.be embarrassingly

foolish; instead, to my complete

and humbling surprise, the video

was really first-rate, dealing in
telligently with the question of

■ the disease. More importantly, it

outlined the Orthodox Chrislion

perspective with integrity, nnd

without the mawkish sentimen

tality which characterizes a great

deal of liberal sermonizing on

the subject.

Tlic discussion was lively and

spirited, and the total episode
was an excellent addition to the

Assembly sessions. Later in the
Assembly, a presentation was

made concerning "Project

Growth," a plan to revitalize and
bolslcr existing ACYOA chap

ters. It was delivered by Laura

Gononian of the Diocesan De

partment of Youth Ministry and

seems sensible and practical

enough; yoked to a scries of tour

ing programs like the above video

and discussion, it might be the

beginning of a very powerful

ministry to young people in the

Armenian Church. Reports were

also given by representatives of
sister dioceses in Canada and the

Western U.S. as well as the

Araratian diocese from Arme

nia; from the Choir Association,

the Diocesan Council and the St.

Ncrscss Seminary.

Having attended the 1993

Assembly, I was left with the

general impression that the Ar

menian Church has been giving

serious thought and priority to

creating a genuine ministry' to its
younger generation — not the

"we must preserve our youlh"
platitudes of Ihc past that arc still
the hallmarks of other ethnic

organisations, but rather a clear

sighted, honest reflection on what

it means to be young, Armenian
and Christian in fin <lc sicclc

America.

Now these arc small move

ments at the edge of the web, no

doubt. But they arc. 1 believe,

movements in the right direc

tion. Armenians have been ab

stractly concerned about ''the

youlh problem" for ihc belter part

oftwo generations now; it isgr.iti-

fying to sec an archbishop nnd a

group of clever young people

actually taking practical steps to

do something about it. Although

these steps may seem small now,

llicy arc on an am-bilious and
laudable track; after observing

the Diocesan Youth Ministry pro

gram, and speaking with the
people involved in fanning it as

well as with the young adults

who have participated in it, 1 am

convinced that it constitutes a

minor revolution in the Arme

nian Church.

THE SOCIAL SCENE

Naturally, the big draw to the

ACYOA Sports Weekend is the

social scene, and the Walcrtown

community did a terrific job of

organizing a scries ofmemorable

outings and events. These in

cluded a trolley ride through old

Boston, a dnncc-mixcr at historic

Fanicul Hall.and a charming boat

ride through picturesque New

England waters.

There were sports competi

tions, too. yet it seemed that,

although the weekend events

pulled in a record number ofpar

ticipants, the field of players was

thinner than in previous years.

Thc"SupcrbowJ"ofthcACYOA

games is always the mcn*s bas

ketball competition, which this

year was won by the Holy Mar-

i\ rs parish ofBaysidc, NY. Win
ners in other, non-sporting cat

egories were the Cleveland
ACYOA chapter, which received

the annual Chapter A award for

the most active ACYOA group;
and Sara Andonian, of Detroit,

Ml, who received the 2nd annual

Greg Arpajian leadership award.

The awards were bestowed

during the Sunday night banquet

and dance, which drew some

thing like 1500 people. Or the

dance itself, 1 would like to make

two observations. First, I will

never again tolerate the whining

of my Armenian friends — both

male and female •• about the
dearth of attractive, accom

plished mcmbcrs-of-lhc-oppo-

silc-scx in the Armenian com

munity. The ballroom of the

Shcralon Boston Hotel was liter

ally filled to overflowing with

strapping lads injackcls-and-tics,

and lovely young women in

decollete evening gowns, and all

seemed ijcrfccily charming and

friendly.

The second observation has

lo do with music. It seems to me

that the organizers of these af

fairs never imagine that young

Armenian men and women might
have musical tastes which in-

Ella Fit/gcrald, or Johnny Matins,

or Sinatra (no first name neces

sary)? Surely there is room for

this more sophisticated, less

strenuous expression ofthe danc

ing art al Armenian functions. I

would cautiously add that —

since one legitimate and laud

able objective ofsuch affairs is lo

bring young Armenians together

as potential mates — dancing
check to check is a much better

way for young singles lo meet

each other than linking pinkies in

an impersonal line dance.

As for the Armenian dances

themselves, continue In incluilc

them, by .ill means: they remain

a fun and unique part of our heri

tage. But they work belter in a

less formal selling: please don'I

ask me lo put on a S300 suit or

stiletto heels (I know someone

w ho docs both) and then work up

a sweat racing around in concen

tric circles, or bobbing and weav

ing to the current Madonna hit.

But I am afraid 1 have over

stepped my "point of privilege"
as reporter to editorialize like

Charles Shooshan presents ihc Crcg Arpajian Aword to Suro

Andoniun of Detroit.

elude something olhcr than, on

the one hand, lurn-of-lhc-ccn-

lurv Armenian linc-dancc mu

sic, and on llic other hand, the

most vulgar lop-forty pop luncs.

I rcali/.c that these genres — espe

cially Ihc "Hyc Bar" music and
ilsassociatcddanccs—hnvctltcir

partisans, and I respect (hat. Bui

isn't there room for a little vari

ety? The dances themselves re

quire more than a little physical

effort, and this seemed utterly at

odds with the generally elegant

ambiance of llic festivities.

Hasn't anvonc ever heard of

this. Suffice it lo say that ihc

weekend's cnlirc social jeene —

from ihc accommodations to the

food to the festivities lltcmsehcs

-- was a delight. A Labor Day

picnic 31 the Si. James Church

brought Ihc weekend full circle,

and Ihc St. James ACYOA, ihcir

paslor. live Rev. Fr. Dajad Da\ idi-

an. assistant pastor, ihc Rev. Fr.

Arscn Barsamian. Jill Arslnnian.

who chaired the Assembly and

Sports Weekend committee, and

llic local parishioners descne

thanks as well as credit for its

success.

Archbishop flarsnmian andthe men's basketballchampionsfrom Holy Afivtyrs. Hayxuk'. SJ
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St Nersess Summer Mission Accomplished

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

The "1000-Mile Mission" of

St. Nersess Armenian Semi

nary has been completed —

after visiting 14. Armenian

parishes and communities in

Canada, New York and New

England regions. The two-

week journey began August 1

in Montreal and concluded on

August 14th, in New Rochelle,

NY. The mission was led by

Archbishop KhajagBarsamian,

Primate of the Diocese of the

Armenian Church, and Arch

bishop Hovnan Derderian,

Primate of the Diocese of the

Armenian Church of Canada.

The purpose of the pro

gram was to acquaint the com

munities with the mission of

the Armenian Church vis-a-vis

St. Nersess Armenian Semi

nary. "The apostolic mission of1

the Armenian Church - which

was started by the Apostles of

Christ and continued through

out the centuries — has been

the sustaining force of the

Armenian nation. Today at the

threshold of the 21st century,,

we need to continue that mis

sion throughout North Ameri

ca," said Seminary Rector

Hratch Tchilingirian.

During the mission stops,

worship services were conduct

ed with the local communities

and presentations were made

TJie St. Nersess Mission Team with the two primates (center) at

St. Sarkis Armenian Church, Niagara Falls, NY.

about the Seminary and Disci-

pleship in the Armenian

Church.

Accompanying the Prim

ates were the Rector of the

Seminary; Arlene Boyd, St.

Nersess Office of Recruitment

and Development; seminarian

Deacon Greg Souin, from the

Canadian Diocese; Elise Papa-

zian from the Eastern Diocese

and Jirayr Abadjian from the

Western Diocese.

While on the road, the mis

sion team conducted a series of

Bible studies on discipleship

and engaged in various out

reach activities, such as visit

ing nursing homes, meeting

with youth and young adults,

conducting home blessings.

"The hospitality and warm

reception of each community

made this mission fruitful,"

said Archbishop Barsamian.

"We hope that this type of

ministry will continue in our

respective dioceses. As such,

St. Nersess is a very important

resource for our church in

North America."

The "1000-MiIe Mission"

(more precisely 2300 miles)

concluded at the- St. Nersess

Summer Celebration, held on

the grounds ofthe Seminary on

Saturday, August 14.
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Rev. Tchilingirian Insights Program to
Highlight ACYOA Sports Weekend

BOSTON, MA -The 1993

ACYOA Genera] Assembly

and Sports Weekend will take

place here from September 1st

to the 6th. One of its highlights

will be the Insights Program,

an informal youth discussion of
church-related issues. This

year's keynote speaker is Rev.

Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, Rec

tor of St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary.

Deacon Hratch will discuss

"Discipleship in the Armenian

Church." In selecting this top

ic, he expressed the desire of

our youth to serve the Church
in various ways, and aims to
make participants discover the

many opportunities which exist

to support our Church.
Deacon Hratch explained.

"While standing at the thresh

old of the 21st century, the

question we need to address is
how the community as a whole

can get involved in the minis

try of the church. Discipleship
in the Armenian Church goes

back to the time of St. Gregory

the Illuminator. Today, how

can we continue that mission

in our own communities or

parishes?"

Sports Weekend Chairper

son Jill Arslanian commented,
"We are pleased to offer this
worthwhile program and are

thrilled that Deacon Hratch

accepted our request to be
keynote speaker. Many of our
members know him personally,

as he has participated in other

ACYOA events. He is quite
knowledgeable and yet easy to

talk to, which make him an
excellent choice to lead this

program."
Deacon Hratch is a gradu

ate of the Armenian Seminary

of Jerusalem, Concordia Col

lege, St. Nersess and St. Vladi
mir's Seminaries, Master of
Divinity. In addition, he has a
Master's degree in Public Ad
ministration from California
State University, Northridge.

He is also editor of Window

Quarterly, an independent

publicatio'n dealing with con
temporary church issues, where

he writes regularly. He is the
author of the recently pub
lished A Brief Historical &
Theological Introduction to

the Armenian Church.

The Insights Program will

be offered on Saturday, Sep

tember 4, from 1-3 p.m. at

Watertown High School, the

site of the sporting events. All
youth are welcome to partici
pate. This very successful pro

gram, developed by Dean Sha-
hinian, has been greeted with
much enthusiasm by members

during past Sports Weekends.

Beri Zamkochian Behnont Concert
-> -A^C4-~ a aaa A Ornhan Care Fund
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3rd Annual Midwest Retreat to Focus on

Faith of the Armenian Church
GREENFIELD, WI - St.

John the Baptist Armenian

Church of Greenfield, in coop

eration with St. Nersess Arme

nian Seminary of New Ro-

chelle, NY, will host the Third

Annual Midwest Retreat at the

Archbishop Cousins Retreat

Center, 3501 S. Lake Drive in

Milwaukee, WI. It will begin

on Friday, September 17, at

7:00 p.m. and end on Saturday,

September 18, at 5:00 p.m.

The program will focus on

the Faith of the. Armenian

Church and its elements. It will

consist of two presentations,

prayer services, bible study,

group discussions and reflec

tions. There will be time for

questions and answers, where

issues pertaining to faith, par

ticularly from an Armenian

perspective, will be discussed.

The program is for men, wom

en and young adults.

The retreat leader will be

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian,

Rector of St. Nersess Armeni

an Seminary. Deacon Hratch is

editor of Window Quarterly,

an independent publication

dealing with contemporary

Armenian church issues. He

writes regularly in Window

Quarterly and is the author of

A Brief Historical & Theo

logical Introduction to the

Armenian Church. In addition

to leading the overnight pro

gram. Deacon Hratch will give

a presentation on "The Faith of

the Armenian Church."

Guest Speaker will be Yer-

etzgin Rosalie Papazian,' who

is a retired educator in the

Dearborn Public School Sys

tem in Michigan. She is very

active in the Armenian com

munity and church on the local

as well as Diocesan level.

Recently, as Grand Matron of

the Daughters of' Vartan, she

presented leadership workshops

throughout the US. She is the

superintendent of Sunday

School of Sis. Joachim &

Anne Armenian Church in

Palos Heights, 1L. She will

speak on "Faith and Family."

The Chaplain will be The

Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, pastor

of Sts. Joachim & Anne.

The overnight package

costs S45.00 per person (dbl.

occ.) for registration, materials,

lodging and meals, or S30.00

per person for Friday and/or

Saturday for registration, mate

rials and meals. Excludes lod

ging.
For additional information

and/or reservations, call Diana

Keutelian at (414)453-5839

before September 4th.

AGBU's Sissag Varjabedian School
Graduation.HiffhlicrhfG Founder's Life



• INTER-ORTHODOX

SEMINARY CONFERENCE

St Nersess Armenian Seminary, repre

sented by the Rector, was one of the nine

Orthodox Seminaries that participated in

the fourth annual conference of Orthodox

SeminariesheldinTanytown, NY,on Octo

ber 1,1993. The project was funded by the

Lilly Endowment and the theme was

Globalization and Orthodox Theological

Education in North America.

• INSTALLATION OF G.1S. DEAN

On September 22,1993, The Right Rev.

Bishop Craig B. Anderson was installed as

the eleventh President and Dean of The

General Theological Seminary. Rector

Hratch Tchilinigirian represented St. Ner

sess Armenian Seminary at the ceremo

nies. Bishop Craig, Dn. Hratch and Prof.

John Keonig, Sub-Dean ofGTS, had abrief

discussion on developing cooperation be

tween St. Nersess andGTS. Previously, the

Rector and the Sub-Dean have had several

meetings regarding the possibility ofajoint

program.

• IN MEMORIUM: ARCH BISHOP

TIRAN NERSOYAN
On September 6,1993, a memorial service

for Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was held at

St. Nersess, on the occasion of the transfer

of his remains to Jerusalem. The tribute

was co-sponsored by the Eastern Diocese

and the Seminary. After the requiem ser

vice, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag

Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Dio

cese, the Rev. Pr. Garabed Kochakian,

Chancellor of the Eastern Diocese, and

Professor Thomas Bird of Hunter College

spokeinmemoryofthe belovedArchbishop

and the founder ofthe Seminary.

• ACYOA INSIGHTS PROGRAM
Rector Hratch Tchilinigirian and Deacon

NormanOdabashian presenteddiscussions

on Discipleship andFaith in theArmenian

Church as part of the Saturday afternoon

"Insights" program, held during the 1993

General Assembly and National Sports

Weekend of the Armenian Church Youth

Organization ofAmerica. Dn. Norman is a

1988 graduate of St. Nersess and the cur

rent Deacon-In-Charge of St. Gregory of

Narek Armenian Church in Cleveland,

Ohio. During the same weekend, Arlene

Boydfromthe Seminary's Office ofRecruit-

ment and Development, made a presenta

tion at the General Assembly about St.

Nersess programs and opportunitiesin the

ministry of the church.

• MID-WEST RETREAT
During the weekend ofSeptember 17-19,

a retreat for the Mid-West region was held

in Milwaukee,WI, co-sponsoredby St. Ner

sess Seminary and St. John the Baptist

Armenian Church of Greenfield, WI. The

retreat was lead by the Rector ofthe Semi

nary. Yn. Rosalie Papazian gave a talk and

Fr. Diran Papazian served as the chaplain

of the group.

• CHOIR WORKSHOP

On October 16, a regional Choir Work

shop was held at Holy Martyrs Armenian

Church, organized by the Association of

Armenian Church Choirs of America and

under the direction of Maestro Khoren

Meikhanectfian. During lecture sessions of

the workshop, Seminary Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian spoke about the Feasts ofthe
HolyCrossintheArmenianChurchandthe

Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, St Nersess

alumni andChancellor oftheDiocese, spoke

about the Divine Liturgy.

• PARISH VISITATION
On October 10, the Seminarians visited

the parish of St. Leon Armenian Church in

Fair Lawn, NJ. The "St. Nersess Day" was

organized by Fr. Vahan Hovhannesian,

parish priest and St. Nersess alumni,-who

presented the seminarians to the congrega

tion during a luncheon that was held after

the Divine Liturgy. The Rector and the

Seminarians shared their thoughts and

experiences. On the occasion ofthe visit, a

tatoal of $4000 donation was made to the

seminary by the Parish Council and indi

vidual parishioners.

• ST. NERSESS PARISH NETWORK
To further enhance visibility within the

parishes oftheArmenian Church,the Semi-

nary Office of Recruitment and Develop

menthas established a ParishNetwork. To

date, the Network has 45 liaisons, repre

senting 48 parishes throughout the East

ern, Western and Canadian Diocese of the

Armenian Church. The network serves as

a link between the Seminary and the local

parishes. The role ofthe individual liaison

is threefold: to work with the parish priest

to publicize St. Nersess activities and pro

grams for the local parish; to assist in the

organization ofa parish St. NersessDayone

Sunday per year; and to maintain aware

ness ofpotential students in the community.

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

150 Stratton Road

New Rochelle, NY 10804

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Non-Profit

Organization

U.S.Postage

PAID

Permit No. 1791

New RocheUe, NY
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St. Nersess Conference
MONTREAL, Canada - A nomic and cultural trends and

conference/seminar, organized movements. On the other hand
by SL Nersess Armenian Semi- - whether as doctors, lawyers,
nary, New Rochelle, NY, will accountants, architects o7any
be hosted here in Montreal by working woman or man -- we
5? D»oce!e of the Armenian arc faced with the problems
Church of Canada. Entitled, and issues of daily life! How do
Ethical Issues Facing the Ar- we deal with all these currents?
menian Professional, the pro- What arc our ethical and moral
gram will address the issues standards? What is the role of
that arc a part of the daily lives the church in these matters?
of Armenian professionals. In These arc just some of the
explaining the intent of the questions that we will deal with
conference, Bishop Hovnan at the conference."

for Armenian Professionals Planned

Derderian, Primate of the Ca

nadian Diocese, said, "Today, as
The conference will be held

in Montreal on March 13 and
members of society, we arc in Toronto on May 1, rcspec-
constantly being challenged by lively. As a new creative fca-
numerous social, political, ceo- ture, the format of the program

will be informal. Ample time

will be devoted to group discus

sions, where individual partici

pationwill be most encouraged.

"This conference is not a lec

ture series' held in one day,"

said Seminary Rector Hratch

Tchilingirian/participationand
reflection will be the central

elements of the program."

Another seminar is also

being organized jointly by St.

Nersess and the Canadian Dio

cese. On March 6, a seminar on

Bioethics, entitledAn Introduc

tion to Christian Understand

ing of Medical Ethics, will be

held in Montreal at the Canadi

an Diocesan headquarters.

Planned especially for the Ar
menian medical community of

greater Montreal, the seminar

will consist of a presentation by

the Rev. Dr. Stanley Harakas, a

renown Orthodox ethicist,

which will be followed by a

qucstion-and-answcr period.

The afternoon session will be a

group discussion among ihc

clergy and the medical profes-
. sionals.

Additional information
about these programs can be

obtained by calling the Canadi

an Diocese (514)276-9479 or
the St; Nersess Armenian Semi

nary (914)636-2003.
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St. Nersess Seminar on Fatherhood Proves Beneficial

1 j

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

On Saturday, January 23, an

all-day seminar on "Fatherhood

in the Armenian Family" was

held at St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary here. Eighteen people

participated in the program,

including three from Canada.

The program started with a

morning service at 9:00 a.m.

The first session was a group

Bible study, led by Rector

Hratch Tchilingirian, which

studied the parable of the Prod
igal Son. While usually the

central figure in the parable is

the son, this discussion focused

on the father and the character

istics of fatherhood in the story.

Many issues were raised by the

participants during the lively

discussion which lasted almost

two hours.

During the second session,

Fr. Dajad Davidian -- pastor of

St. James Armenian Church,

Watertown, MA - made a pre

sentation on "Parents, Children

and Faith." He underlined the

growing relationship between

parents and children, between

husband and wife. He said,

"Life is not static, we are con

stantly in the process of grow

ing." He then spoke about the

idea ofdependence and indepe

ndence in the family and how

they overlap in the real life of

the family. Fr. Dajad explained

the role and value of the ex

tended family and how it im

pacts the nuclear family. He

concluded thai "any nuclear

family that excludes the extend

ed family, fails."

After a brief lunch break,

Martin Cholakian - a business

man and an active member of

the Armenian Church from De

troit, MI -- spoke about "Build

ing a Hcriiagc for your Chil

dren." He very candidly shared

his personal spiritual journey

and how that has shaped his

understanding of "family minis

try." He said, "You don't owe

your children anything but

yourself"; as such he underlined

the fact that "a father should

model God's truth to his chil

dren." Cholakian spoke about

the joy of fathering and dis-

\wy&. father* €O«M find

to do things of value with their

children.

The last and concluding

session of the day was an infor

mal group discussion. The par

ticipants not only shared their

personal feelings and thoughts

about fatherhood, but also dis

cussed substantive issues that

the contemporary Armenian

family is faced with. "We could

spend a week discussing the is

sues we raised, one day is not

enough," said Jack Stepanian,

one of the" participants. "We

should continue doing pro

grams like this."

"We have just scratched the

surface of a very important is

sue," said the Rector of the Se

minary in his concluding re

marks. "Today, here at St. Ner

sess, we have discussed the role

of the Armenian father in the

religious and moral upbringing

of the children. However, as

society changes, so does the

need of the Armenian family,"

he added. "Therefore, in addi

tion to the financial obligations

that are partially or wholly put

on your shoulders, as a father,

the sweet yoke of providing

spiritual nourishment is en

trusted to you also."

The participants hoped that

such gatherings could be held

on a regular basis not only at

St. Nersess but in every parish

and community.
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An Orphan's Donation to St. Nersess

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. -

Recently St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary received a donation

of S15,000 from the estate of

the late Mrs. Helen Baronian

of Chicago, IL. Before her

death at the age of 90, Mrs.

Baronian had asked her daugh

ter Libby to fulfill her wish and

donate the sum to St. Nersess.

Helen Baronian was or

phaned in 1915 when her par

ents and family were massacred

during the Genocide. As a 15-

year-old girl, she escaped 10

Aleppo, Syria, where an Arme

nian priest had set up an or

phanage. According to her

daughter, the priest "took her

in and cared for her welfare

along with 50 other orphans."

When Helen came to the Unit

ed States she brought a group .

picture of her orphanage fami

ly, which she cherished all her

life. "I remember her pointing

to each person in the picture

and recalling their names with

great pride," remarked Libby.

Helen Baronian (circa 1938)

In the loving work of the

priest in Aleppo, Helen saw the

true mission of the Armenian

Church. In appreciation of this,

she always supported church

and community activities. "She

was very proud of her religious

faith and heritage," said her

daughter. A fund has been es

tablished at St. Nersess Arme-

# nian Seminary in memory of i

Mrs. Helen Baronian. A previ- |
ous donation had been made to

St. Nersess by Baronian, which

brings the total to 521,000.

Accepting the donation, the

Seminary's Rector Hratch Tch-

ilingirian said, "St. Nersess - as i

an important institution where

future priests, church and

community leaders are prepared

- will perpetuate Mrs. Baron-

ian's memory and her touching

story and through her the mem

ory of the 50 Armenian or

phans and their caring priest."

Helen Baronian's faith was

never weak. Despite the horri

ble experiences in her youth, as

an orphan and a survivor of the

Genocide, she never failed to

support her church and com

munity. She always trusted in

the loving care of her God. She

shared her blessings abundantly

and willingly. Her sweet me

mory will always comfort those

whom she touched.



Reach over 11OO People

St. Nersess 1993 Summer Studies and Programs reached over 1100 people, through Mission visits, classes, seminars and
programs which were held from June through August in the three Dioceses ofNorth America. The programs attracted a
diverse range ofpeople throughout the Armenian community. Following is a briefdescription ofthe programs:

the students
their families.

and

Diocese Summer Camp, the Acolyte Training program intro

duced campers to the fundamentals ofthe faith oftheArmen

ian Church - the Creed, the Sacraments, the origin of the

Eucharist-andpresentedpracticalinformation on the priestly

vestments, liturgical vessels and the mechanics of candle-

holding. Over 70 campers participated in the two week-long

programs.

5 -ST. NERSESS 2400 MILE MISSION - Canada and Eastern
United State (see article on page 1)

6 - ST. NERSESS DEACONS TRAINING (California)

This week-long session — offered in conjunction with the

Western Diocese Summer Camp program—provided practi

cal training in the singing of litanies, in censing and altar

service and in assisting the priest with preparation of the

Eucharist.

7-ST. NERSESS DEACONS CONFERENCE (California)

Conducted by Seminary graduate Deacon Norman

Odabashian and current seminarian Deacon Deron Petoyan,

the Conference addressed the theological understanding of

the ministry ofthe dea

con in the Armenian

Church through the

study ofthe Minor Or

ders and selected ser

vices of the Medz

Moshtotz - the Book of

Rituals.

8-ST. NERSESS DAY
-SUMMER

CELEBRATION

This was a day of fel

lowship and fun on the

Seminary grounds fea

turing food, music and

dancingand a Blessing

of the Grapes service.

The Summer Celebra

tion was the conclud

ing event of the

Dr. Nevart Yaghlian (right) conducting a workshop during the intergenerational conference. ^ j ,v p.
° programs and the St

Nersess Mission. Families, individuals and friends of the

Seminary came from as far as Ithica, Boston, Philadelphia
and Hartford to be part of this celebration. -ArleneBoyd

1 - ENTHUSIASM AND WISDOM - WEEKEND SEMINAR

This interactive seminar, led by Dr. Nevart Yaghlian,

brought together 10 senior and 10 young Armenians to

explore how faith and culture are transmitted from one

generation to another. Through listening exercises, reflec

tions, cross-age discussions and pairing, the inter-genera

tional groups learned that there were fewer differences

between them than they had anticipated. Once a bond of

understanding had been developed, the participants collec

tively engaged in values exploration exercises and a brain-

storming session on potential collaborative projects to fur

ther strengthen the relationshipbetweenyouths and seniors.

2-ST. NERSESS DEACONS CONFERENCE

This weekend of study, worship and reflection focused on

theMinor Orders, the meaningoftradition in the Church and

the services of'theMedzMashdotz. Sessions were presented

by Fr. Arshen Aivazian, Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian and Dr.

Richard Kirby.

3 - ST. NERSESS SUMMER COURSES

Four courses ofstudy were offered this year at St. Nersess,

during a period of 3

weeks. Designed pri

marily for married

and special students,

theSummerCourses

drew students from

Canada, the East

Coast, the Midwest,

and California. The

courses were: Litur

gical Theology,

Hymnology, Liturgi

cal Music and tutori

als in Modern and

Classical Armenian.

Daily morning and

evening services

were held in the

Seminary chapel, as
well as Bible studies

and meditations for

4-ST. NERSESS ACOLYTE TRA|NING (California)
Offered for the first time in conjunction with the Western

PAGE 2 St. Nwsess News No. 2 &. 3/1993
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Establishes Parish Networks
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. -

Recently, St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary launched a "Parish

Network" program as part of

its recruitment and develop

ment projects. To institute this

inenian Church.

The St. Nerscss Parish Net

work will involve motivated

individuals in each parish as

liaison between the Seminary

and the local parish. The Rec-

important program in all Ar-'. tor' of the, Seminary," 'Dn.

menian parishes, His Eminence Hratch TchiJingirianj will.wcrk |
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,

Primate of the Eastern Dio

cese, sent a*ccommunique to all

the parish priests and parish

council chairmen in which he

stated, "These are momentous

times for our people: the tide

of religious freedom sweeping

through the homeland is a

most visible sign of a'revival of

faith among Armenians across

the globe. But one" problem

continues to hamper us in our

efforts to seize the moment:

the shortage of Armenian

clergy. Fortunately, an insti

tution does exist which can

address this crisis direct!y--the

St. Nersess Seminary." His

Eminence points out that in

order to meet this challenge of

providing more servants to the

church, St. Nersess needs to

draw support from every parish

in the Eastern, Western and

Canadian dioceses of the Ar-

closely with the liaisons and

■ parish priests to coordinate the

program. ' ' :

Upon the invitation of the

Seminary, Col. VictorArzoom-

anian, Executive Director of

ir.c Armenian <*i*-:x-Ti Endow

ment Fund and an experienced

Recruiting and Retention Offi

cer in the NJ Army National

Guard, has graciously agreed

to lend his expertise to this

important endeavor. "It is my

pleasure and duty to partici

pate in the Seminary's Network

program. I have full confidence

that this project will be a suc

cess and accomplish its goals,"

commented Col. Arzoomanian.'

Once the preliminary logis

tics of the St. Ncrsess Parish

Network are established in the

Eastern Diocese, the network-

will expand to the Western and

the Canadian Dioceses.

ST. NERSESS PARISH NETWORK PROGRAM: (L to R)

Co!. Victor Arzoomanian, Abp. Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of

the Western Diocese; Abp. K/iajag Barsamian, Primate of the

Eastern Diocese; Bp. Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the

Canadian Diocese; Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector of St.

Ncrsess Seminary. •
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Sf. Aferses Participates in National Conference

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. -

St. Kcrsess Armenian Seminary

participated in a national con

ference on Orthodox Theologi

cal Education in North Ameri

ca, which was sponsored by the

Lilly Foundation. St. Nersess

was among theFnine Orthodox

seminaries represented at the

conference which was hel'd in

Pittsburgh, PA on November

21-22. The Armenian repre-.

sentatives were Hraich Tchilin-

girian, Rector of St. KV.rse^:

Dr. . Barbara MtT^uciiau,

Chairman of Academic Com--;

miltee; and Dr. Vigen Guro-

ian, . Director of Academic

Studies.

The Conference paid spe

cific attention to curriculum

and faculty development and

how the Board of Directors of

each school could contribute to

this endeavor. Among the

speakers who made presenta

tions were Dr. Christa KJcin, a .

consultant for Lilly Foundat- "

ion; the Rev. Msgr. William :

Baumgaertner, Director of

Seminary Relations; and Prof. .

John Erickson, Director of

Studies at St. Vladimir's Semi- ;

nary. Lengthy discussions and

workshops were held to clarify

the dynamics and intricacies of

academic development.

In a general mission state

ment, the conference expressed

that the common goal of Or

thodox seminaries in academic

and faculty development is to

find teachers who are firmly

rooted in Orthodox tradition. •

Another consideration is that

., they are fully qualified in terms

of their academic degrees, and

have made, and continue to

make, a recognizable contribu

tion, to Church service, as well

as scholarly research. The con

ference was the third gathering

among Orthodox seminaries in

the United States and Canada.

• In Boston earlier during the

weekend, Dn. Hratch and Dr.

Merguerian participated in the

annual meeting of the National

Association -for Armenian

Studies arid Research, .'.i the

meeting, Dr. Richard fryc of

Harvard - University spoke

about the importance ofArme

nian Studies. They also attend

ed a participatory forum orga

nized by the Harvard Armeni

an Students' Association where

methods and projects to help

Armenia were discussed.
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St. Nersess Prioritized by Diocesan Primates

r

NEW ROCHELLEi N.Y. -

At a recent Executive Commit

tee meeting of the St. Nersess

Armenian Seminary, all three

Primates of the Dioceses of the

Armenian Church of North

America (Eastern, Western,

Canadian) were present-Arch

bishop Khajag Barsamian,

President of the Seminary;

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian,

Vice-President; and Bishop

Hovnan Derderian, Second

Vice President. Along with the

Primates, the Executive Com

mittee members are the Rector

of St. Nersess, Sarkis Bedev

ian, Dr. Barbara Merguerian,

Anlranig Ouzoonian and Lou

ise Simone.

During the day-long meet

ing, several important issues

were discussed pertaining to

the various developmental

aspects of St. Nersess. Lengthy

discussions were held concern

ing the building expansion of

the Seminary, which will in

clude a sizable library dedicat

ed to the memory of Arch

bishop Tiran Nersoyan, found

er of St. Nersess. Preliminary

plans have already been de

signed for the buildings.

The whole afternoon was

dedicated to the discussion of

recruitment and academic de

velopment. Dn. Hratch Tchi-

lingirian, the Rector;presented

an extensive reportt on the

current recruitment projects

and efforts of St. Nersess.

Twelve strategic projects that

were planned last March and

launched in May are almost

completed. Among these suc

cessful St. Nersess programs

are the Liturgical Institute

which was held respectively in

California, Canada and New

York, with the participation of

over sixty deacons and altar

servers; the Mission to Arme

nia that look 21 individuals to

the remote villages of Armenia

for evangelical purposes; the

Yeretzgins* Conference; the

Youth Rally on Labor Day

that was attended by more

than 400 people; the Parish

Network project and others. As

for academic development, the

highlight, Dn. Hratch reported,

is a course that will be taught

by Dr. Anny Bakalian, sociolo

gist and author of Armenian-

Americans: From Being to

Feeling Armenian (Transaction

Publishers), during the Spring

1993 semester. This course on

the Armenian community in

America will be open to the

public. In addition, Dr. Lionel

Galstaun will give a series of

lectures on Science and Reli

gion, starting in February,

which will also be open to the

public.

At the conclusion. of the

day-long meeting, the Primates

respectively expressed their full

support to St. Nersess Semi

nary, reiterating the fact that

presently St. Nersess is the

most viable seminary where the

prospective priests and leaders.'

of the Armenian Church in

North America can be ade

quately trained and prepared

for ministry.

St. Nersess Executive Committee during their quarterly meeting: (L to R) Dr. Barbara Merguerian,
Antranig Ouzoonian, Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Bishop

Hovnan Derderian, Sarkis Bedevian and Dr. Dennis Papazian.
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Over 400. Attend St. Nersess Rally

■■:. \. NEW ROCHELLE, /

■ 'As the concluding event of the

AGYOA Assembly and Sports .

weekend,\ an; unprecedented :

youth convocation and gather- '■

ing was held on Labor. Day

Monday, on the grounds of St. ;

Nersess \fArmenian; Seminary
here. Ovcj 400 people attend

ed this event, which was prga-:

nized by the Seminary.-.•;;.-" "f .

.Food, music, seminary,

tours,, book sale,' information "

booths and other related activi

ties' were part of the 'day.' At

midday, Dn. Hratch Tchilin-

girian, Rector of the Seminary,

welcomed the guests and invit

ed the Rev. Fr. Vazken Mov-

sesian, pastor of St. Andrew.

Armenian Church, who had

come specially from California

to address the youth. Fr. Vaz

ken gave an' animated •■" and

uplifting message to the panic- •

ipants, inspiring all those whq:

were in attendance. Afterwards,

the traditional Home Blessing.'

■ 'service was' conducted, during

which: bread, water and salt

Twere blessed. The sem'ce was

.conduced' by the "primates of'

? the' Eastern arid the Canadian
- Dioceses-'Archbishop" Khajag

: Barsamian and Bishop Hovnan '

■ perderianY Also in attendance

•; were Bishop Guregh Kapikian '
of Jerusalem and Diocesan •

'clergy. At the conclusion of the.

blessing, His Grace Archbishop"

. Khajagfeflecied on'the impor

tance" of the" youth in the

' church ! and emphasized the

role of the Seminary' in the

success of the Armenian Chur

ch's ministry. • .

The Armenian music and

dance continued until dusk. As

the result of months of prepa

ration by the Seminary staff

and cooperation "of the Holy

Martyrs ACYOA chapter, the

youth rally was a huge success.

Si Nersess plans to make this

an annual event.:. .

ST. NERSESS SEMINARY./! group ofparticipants, at the St.

Nersess Youth Rally taking a tour of the Seminary campus.
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honestly on issues facing tne
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A.C.Y.O.C.

MISSISSAUGA

Hello fellow Youth members.

A.C.Y.O.C., Mississauga would like to

wish you a happy New Year. Once

again it is that time of year when one

of the very fortunate A.C.Y.O.C.

Chapters has the opportunity to

prepare for the National Sports

Weekend and General Assembly. As

stated in the post cards you received,

Sports Weekend will take place

JUNE 30 - JULY 4, 1993. A full

package plan with the itinerary will be

sent to all members by the first week

of May. We hope that all of you will

be able to make it. If anyone is

interested in making a donation to the

Sports Weekend booklet, please

contact Christine Ermarkaryan at

(416) 759-4995. If you have any

questions regarding Sports Weekend,

you can contact Lydia Donelian (416)

827-8639 or Dikran Yaldizcyan (416)

824-4233.

A.C.Y.O.C. MISSISSAUGA

A.C.Y.O.C. TORONTO

RETREAT

"WORKING TOGETHER WITH

CHRISTIAN LOVE"

During the weekend of March 19 -

21, 1993, 11 A.C.Y.O.C. members

headed out to Collingwood, Ontario

(Blue Mountain) to take part in the

Toronto A.C.Y.O.C.'s Retreat. The

theme was "Working Together with

Christian Love". The retreat was led

by Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, the

Rector of St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary in New Rochelle, New

York, and was also attended by Hayr

Abel Ognlukian and Asdghig

Kashkarian.

The Retreat consisted of an intense

schedule in order to make full use of

the short time we had together. Our

goal was to examine how we work

together in the Church and whether

we create room for Christian Love.

We discussed each of the concepts

WORK, TOGETHER, CHRISTIAN

r THE OUTREACH
Primate: His Eminence Archbishop Bishop Hovnah Derderian

Editor: Paul Gulesserian

Special thanks to our contributors for this issue.

Outreach is a publication of the Central Council (C.C.) of the

Armenian Church Youth Organization of Canada (A.C.Y.O.C.)

Opinions expressed are solely those of the writers and do not

necessarily reflect the views of A.C.Y.O.C., or the Diocese of the

Armenian Church of Canada. Contributions in the form of articles

and/or monetary are welcome. We reserve the right to edit, modify

or delete portions of any articles we receive. Please send

contributions to "OUTREACH" A.C.Y.O.C. C.C. 615 Stuart Avenue,

Outremont, Quebec, Canada H2V 3H2.

yOUTREACH always welcomes comments and letters to the Editor, j

and LOVE and attempted to

determine how we can combine all

four in our Church Work. We

discussed the importance of

working with Christian Love when

we work with our fellow Christians

in our Church.

One of our sessions involved

evaluating each of our

expectations from the Church. The

results were very informative. It

seems that many of us expect

various things from our Church.

The Church is made up of the

people, and it is from the people

that we expect the most: to

provide strength, to create a sense

of belonging, to teach us, to

provide us role models, to fulfill our

spiritual needs and to strengthen

our faith, etc. But we also

discovered that our relationship

with our Church is reciprocal. Just

as we expect to get strength and

support from our Church, we also

expect to help others in that

regard. We also want to be

teachers and role models. We will

get out of Church, whatever we put

into it. We, the people, make up

our Church and therefore we must

serve to fulfill our own expectations

from our Church.

We learned a great deal from one

another, especially the importance

of listening. Deacon Hratch made

us realize that too often people

hear what others say, including our

priests' sermons, but rarely do we

listen to one another. Listening is

one of the most important keys to

working together with Christian

Love.

We sincerely thank Deacon Hratch

for taking time out of his busy

schedule to help us this weekend.

He enabled us to take a break from

our daily lives which have

unfortunately obscured our vision.

Thank you Deacon Hratch for

helping us slow down our pace and

remind ourselves of why we do

what we do - ALL IN THE NAME

OF CHRISTIAN LOVE.

Arpi Musluyan
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By Arto Payasllan

Cool end bright, the day opens Its eyes
over Stetllng Road in Cupertino, Califor

nia. It's Saturday, so th8 traffic is slight

and cheerful; determined men going to

the hardware store, families headed for

the monthly flea market, and loggers

panting toward a hot shower and

breakfast

Keeping a watch over this colorful

stream Is tha newly built St. Andrew's

Armenian Apostolic Church, tha only

Armenian church in Santa Clara Coun

ty. A note taped to the door reads: "Will

be back In ten minutes." The strokes of

the letters are thick, red, and playful.

After letting the paper flap and twist

in the breeze, I take it and go lean on

my car to wait for Father Vazken

Movsesian. In the quiet. Baroque piano

music falls serenely from a second floor

window of tho'church. I grow impatient

with a smile.

He drives Up in a blue Toyota Corolla

and steps out almost before he parks it.

With a firm handshake and warm

words, he Ie8ds me to his office.' As I

sit down, two small speakers (ill the

room with music—the same music I

heard outside—"Bach on Abbey
Road."

Der Vazken, a true music lover, onca

wanted to join Jethro Tull. We pause for

a second to enjoy how BBch might have

envisioned "Eleanor Rigby."

The office walls are adorned with

various photographs, some of which are

his own contributions to the art. One old

photo stands apart from *the rest,

though. A young man of about 35 Is In

mid-air, his face glowing, and his fingers

touching his toes.

"Who's that?" I ask.

"Thafs my dad," he responds. "He

was In a dance group in LA. We grew

up surrounded by a lot of culture."

Born In the mld-50s in Los Angeles,

Hoveep Movsesian grew up in American

public schools, attended Holy Martyrs

Forrahlan Armenian School, and

graduated from John Marshall High

School. He got his BA and MA from

USC in social ethics and psychology

with a year between spent studying at

Etchmiadzln, Armenia.

In 1982, he became Der Vazken when

ha was ordained En St. James Church

In Los Angeles and Immediately assign

ed to tha Santa Clara County parish near

the Bay Area.

"We didn't have a name here at that

time," he says. "Actually, we didn't
even havo a church." Ha gives me the

kind of smOe that shows he end the

community have coma a long way.
And they have.

Until 1985, St Andrew's was Just a

house—literally—whh a tiny hen In It.

Behind it was en old bam and next to

it a beautiful fig tree. "It used to be light

Rebel With A Cause

Fathor Vazken Movieslan

where we're sitting now," he says, as

"In My Ufa" hovers In the background.

Now the house, tha barn, and the fig

tree are gone. With very little funds,

construction was begun in 1988 to build

a new church for the growing number

of Armenians in the area. "It's been a

tough one," says Der Vazken when

speaking about the process. "But this

community has about 600 famines in the

area and the unique thing is that there's

only one Armenian church. So we're

fortunate because, even though you

find a few factions here and there, for

the most part ft is a unified community."

Der Vazken is proud of that fact. He

is a man who believes that no single

organization should dictate the way

Armenians think, behave, or pray. He

is also a man who accepts the conse

quences that are tho result of speaking

one's mind without compromise.

As Der Vazken is about to continue,

a middle-aged man enters the office.

The stubble on his face and the dull
shine of his eyes reveal a genuine

modesty and weariness. Der Vazken

later tells me that the gentleman is from

Sumgait, a survivor of the pogroms of

1988. St. Andrew's took him in, giving .

him some work around the church until

a more suitable arrangement could bo.

found.

I noticed how Der Vazken dealt with ■

the man. He looked him in the eye with

friendship and confidence, as an equal.

Many others might have been patroniz

ing. When he sat back down, I realized

I was talking with a rebel with a cause.

Much of Der Vozken's courage Bnd

humanity is due to his upbringing. His

father was bom in Marseille, France,

and his mother in Boston. The Movse

sian home was a strong Armenian

home.

"We were kind of an unusual family

because at that time there were very few

Armenians In the Los Angeles area. I

remember In the public schools there
were just one or two Armenians," says
Der Vazken, "and many of my parents'

friends discouraged them from giving us

Armenian names or speaking Armenian

to us in the house. They thought we'd

havo problems growing up, which we

did." He smiles end looks away. "But

it was worth H."
Der Vazken'a impact on tha com

munity Is reflected In its sense of Just

that: community. There is a tightness

here, a kinship that people feel, no mat
ter what kind of Armenians they might

be In terms of class or where the/re

from, or even their political Ideas. St.

Andrew's brings together almost

everybody.

And for once, not only do the young

people get Involved, but for many years

their youth group was consistently

awarded first prize for Its ac-
compllshmonta, which Include helping

'tho homeless and putting together a
petition sent as a protest to tha

Chinose government after the. fjenan-
man Square massacre. These!'Ware in
addition to.what"ore generally con
sidered Armen&ui community activities.

It's no wonder/theyvecoma^to call
themselves "the . most progressive

church In the free world." v

The drive of this progressive attitude

Is Der Vazken. I have not met another

priest that the youngsters consider a

close friend, someone they can talk to,

relate to, even have breakfast with at

Danny's. The reason for this amazing

bond is simply that Der Vazken Is real.

He is down-to-earth, big-hearted, and

energetic. And, most importantly, he

children, and many did. "I think this is

unique to Santa Clara because it's such
an affluent community. In 1963, tha San

Jose school district was the first In

California to declare bankruptcy," says

Der Vazken. "An affluent area with a
bankrupt school, so what does that tell

you? People don't care about this kind

of stuff."

It may seem like a slightly pensive

outlook, but it Isn't Der Vazken Is hard

on the youth and their parents because

they're his real backers. Since he

doesn't like to bo affiliated with any par

ticular organization or party, nona will

fully lend their support Ifa an uphill bat-

tie, but he's winning h\, his way.

Besides tha youth, Der Vazken is also

a pioneer In theology: It should be ob

vious by now that, ha' 'doesn't fit the
stenwtype most of us have about Arme

nian priests. Ha Is quite; an independent

thinker who has no problem with rock-

. ing the'boat once In a'whija. One might
ask where an Armenian priest with
many unconventional Ideas could voice

them to. the public? Defyazken asked

himself., that question'7 and quickly
answered: to start your own journal.

Tha-first issue-of Window was

published in tha winter-of 1990. Edited

by Der Vazkonand Deacon Hratch

Tchiiirtgirian, h is probably the most pro

gressive and fearless quarterly in tha

Diaspora today, reaching almost 1,000 k

subscribers. Topics range from libera-

tion theology In the Armenian Church

St. Andrew's Church In Cupertino

does not Impose religion on people,

rather it seems that his aim Is to help

bring out the spirit of people no matter

what form rt appears in, as long as it's

for the betterment of society.

Of course, nothing's perfect. Oddly

enough, Der Vazken's one criticism of

the youth is their parents. "In the '80s,

many people abused tha Reagan

system, Bnd Armenians ware no excep

tion."

He points out that people got so

swept up in wanting more and more

that they almost forgot about their

to censorship.

Add to this a wife and two sons and

you could say that Der Vazken is sur

rounded by, and is a source of, joy and

strength and support He Is a man who

has taken on difficult challenges and

turned them into productive energy, and

then taken that energy to challenge

others to do their best, to be their best

As I leave the peaceful tranquilhy of

Cupertino, I'm constantly reminded of

Der Vazken'a face when he said em
phatically, in the words of Neil Young:

"It's better to bum out than to rust"O

Submit to
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During^the July 3-5, 1992 weekend, tlje Holy Trinity Armenian
Church1 of Toronto hosted a symposium about "Thie Role of the
Deacon and His Mission In the Church", organized by the St.'
Nersess Liturgical Institute of New Rochelle, New York. The

institute is led by Deacon Hratch Tchiiinguirian and Deacon

Michael Frodikyan. The photo above shows the participants in

this weekend program for deacons and other servers. ....
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6ver40 Deacons Attend St. Nersess Liturgical Institi

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

Recently, more than forty

deacons and altar servers par

ticipated in the symposiums of

the St. Nersess Liturgical Insli-V

lute, which were held respec

tively in California and Cana

da. Sponsored by St. Ncrscss

Armenian Seminary, these

regional programs arc first in

their scope and direction. The

theme of the symposiums was

"The Deacon and His Mission

in the Armenian Church."

The first of the three sche

duled symposiums look place

during the weekend of June

26-28 at the Western Diocese

Camp and Retreat Center in

Dunlap, CA. The weekend

consisted of worship services,

Bible and liturgical studies, and

in-depth discussions. The

main focus of the program was

the role and function of the

deacon in the Armenian

Church. Among the instruc

tors and lecturers were Fr.

Vazkcn Movscsian, editor of

Window Quarterly and pastor

of St. Andrew Armenian

Church, Cupertino. CA; Dn.

Michael Findikyan, doctoral

candidate in liturgies, and sem

inarian Dn. Deron Petoyan.

The weekend was concluded

with the celebration of the

Divine Liturgy at the St. Greg

ory Armenian Church in Fowl

er, CA.

The second symposium was

held during the weekend of

July 3-5, at the Holy Trinity

Armenian Church in Toronto,

Canada. Dn. Hratch Tchitin-

girian, Rector of Si. Ncrscss

Seminary, and Dn. Findikyan

directed the symposium.

Among the guest speakers

were His Grace Bishop Hov-

nan Derderian, Primate of the

Canadian Diocese, who held a

lively discussion with the par

ticipants on contemporary

issues facing the Armenian

Church. Also, His Grace Bish

op Grigoris Puniatyan, Primate

of ihc Diocese of Shirak (Len-

inakan) addressed the group.

Bishop Punialyan was ihe

guest of the Canadian Diocese.

The third and last Litur

gical Institutes will be held at

St. Ncrsess Armenian Seminary

here during the wcckci

August 21-23. All dej

altar servers and inlci

individuals (men and we

are invited to explore thi

meaning of their minisi

the Armenian Church. A

the guest speakers will b

Grace Bishop Khajag Ba

ian, Primate of the E

Diocese; Rev. Fr. Arshen

zian, member of the St.

scss faculty; Rev. Fr. Ga

Kochakian, newly appc

Chancellor of the D

Diocese, and Dn. Hratch'

ingirian. The fee for the

posium is $50 which in<

materials, lodging and i

For further information ]

contact the Seminary at ]

628-4227.
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Primate of Canada Heads Mission to Armenia.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

Teaching the importance of the

Christian faith is just one as

pect of the Mission to Armen-.

ia project, according to His;;

Grace Bishop Hovnan Dcrder- :

ian, Primate of the Diocese of./

the Armenian Church of Cana

da. Bishop Derderian is the

group leader for the project,<•

which is sponsored and coordi--:

natcd by St. Ncrsess Armenian"

Seminary of New Rochcllc,

New York." '.'>*' ■''■■:"'•"■ ;.•
"To. help them (the people "

of Armenia) to love the cere

monies, to love the church and

to listen to the' Word, of God '
with interest," said. Bishop/

Dcrdcrian, arc among' the ■'■

many goals" in mind for this

project. ■ . . ■ , ' [ ■

The Mission is designed for"

young people, who have-the

commitment to go and spread..

the Word of God, the teach-'

ings of the Armenian.Church. '
and the warm feeling of a . ■ *

Christian community- life to

fellow Armenian brothers and

sisters. Tin's event'will" take '

place July 20 through August. •

12. The first week of the pro

ject will be held at St. Nersess

Seminary and will consist of

intense training for the 20

participants from North Amer

ica. The latter two weeks will

be spent in the rcmoic villages

of Abaran and Chaicntzavan,

in the Aragadz Valley of Ar

menia, conducting educational,

spiritual and liturgical activities

on a daily basis. Both Bishop

VDcrderian and Dn. Hratch

■ Tchilingirian/--'Rector . of St.

■Ncrsess Seminary, ha.c been in

\ constant contact with the. Vicar

of the Diocese of Ararat, Bish

op Karekin Nersissian, who as

signed-the appropriate villages

for the implementation of this

project. The Mission partici-.

pants will live with families in

the villages. "■.''• ••".
. "In order to make the ex

perience more meaningful, the

participants are going to stay

and live;with, families in the

, villages,'1 said Bishop Dcrdcr

ian.1 "The first step is creating a

fellowship with the community;

: creating a ground to meet the

members of the community in

smaller..forumsr.]antl bharc our

■experiences." ;:

■._•••. The group will liiad morn

ing and evening services, Bible

studies, lectures, discussions,

and home blessings, "that will

appeal to the village communi

ties. However, the Mission

participants will also stress the

importance of Christian fellow
ship and social life.

The ultimate goal of the"-

Mission is to help the people

of Armenia have a Christian

community life, as found '.in.,

North America; a life that' is:.
united in God," in worship/ in ;
praying together, and in.shar-

ing daily life with one another.:..

This is how the. church family

is a second home, explains '■

Bishop Derdcrian. • \

Another step to help meet

these goaboof the Mission

would be a more institution-

ized'one. Specifically designed

educational • brochures and

other learning materials would

be readily available to the

village community members to

teach them how to effectively

read the Bible, learn the Sacra

ments and conduct their own

1 Bible Study activities when the

Mission group leaves. "And

this* is' only a start," Bishop

Dcrderian concludes. • _.
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.•"MONTREAL -The Primate
of Canada,' His Grace Bishop

Hovnan-Dcrderian, .will lead a
group of missionaries to Ar

menia,, sponsored and- coordi

nated by St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary of New Rochelle, New
York.

: "To holp the people of Ar

menia to love the ceremonies,
• to love the church and to

! listen- to the Word of God
with interest," said Bishop Der-
derian.

' The Mission is designed for
young people, who have the

commitment to go and spread
the word of God, the 'teachings
of the Armenian Church and the
warm feeling- of a Christian

community life to fellow Ar

menian brothers and sisters.

The project is salted from

July 20 to August 12. The first

week will be held at St. Nersess

Seminary and .will consist of

intense training for the 20 par-

• ticipants from. North America.

The ■ latter two weeks will be

spent in the remote .villages of

Abaran and Charentsavan, in the

Aragadz Valley, conducting edu

cational, spiritual and: liturgical

activities on a • daily "basis.

. Bishop Derderian and Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian, rector of
St. Nersess Seminary, have been
in constant contact with the

appropriate villages for the im

plementation of this project:
The mission participants will

live with families in the vil
lages.
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St. Nersess Participates in Pan-

Orthodox Conference

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

recently participated" in a

three-day conference on Or

thodox Theological Education

in North America.

Representing the Seminary

were Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian,

the Rector; Dn. Michael Fin-

dikyan, Office of Development,

and Dr. Vigeh Guroian, Direc-

tcr o: '\~:serr.fc Affairs. They

joined representatives from

other seminaries in North

America from the Carpatho-

Russian, Greek, Ukrainian,

Serbian and American Ortho

dox churches.

Conferees heard^presenta

tions by experts in the areas of

strategic planning in a non

profit institution, seminary

trustee development, fund-

raising, .institutional develop

ment, and student recruitment.

.The conference was funded by

the Lilly Foundation, a major

advocate of theological educa

tion and development in Am

erica, with the support of the

Association of Theological

Schools in the United States

and Canada.

Dn. Tchilingirian said that

St. Nersess is steadily progress

ing toward associate member

ship in the Association of

Theological Schools. "We are

working aggressively to develop

St. Nersess in all facets of its

operation: campus, faculty,

academic program, financial

support and student recruit

ment.^Considering the critical

shortage of clergy in the Ar

menian Church, we must stren

gthen St. Nersess to enhance

its ability to provide trained

and able leaders for our com

munities."
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St. Nersess Armenian Seminary Leadership and

Service for the 21st Century

By Florence Avnklan

NEW YORK, NY - Thirty Armenian

Churches in North America arc without

priests. This results in six to ten thousand

Armenians being regularly deprived of worship

services. And this in a church which not only

marked its 1,600 anniversary, but also celebrat

ed its 100th anniversary in North America this

year.

This alarming fact underscores the urgent

and immediate need to provide Armenian

clergymen throughout these communities. This

role has been vested in the only Armenian

seminary in North America, St. Nerscss, locat

ed in New Rochcllc, NY.

The community for its own needs, must

realize that if we all don't provide people for

the fulurc, we will not survive," declares Dn.

Hratch Tchilingirian, the dynamic Rector of St.

Ncrscss. "There is a symbiotic relationship

between the Seminary and the community.

They cannot exist separately. If we have a

shortage of seminarians and priests, it's reflec

tive of the community. There must be a collec

tive effort between the community, the clergy

and the ctiurch leadership."

Though "the Seminary has launched an
aggressive recruitment plan, the energetic Rec

tor believes that the most powerful way of

convincing is through example. But" equally

■ important is the need for a major change in

the community's attitude. "People have passed

i the buck to the priests, bishops or St. Ncrscss.

They say go find candidates for the priesthood.

We can never succeed like that," he repeats

.'""with unusual candor.

, . FUTURE PLANS

Plans for the advancement of St. Ncrscss

academically, and with the communi ly and

other institutions arc far-reaching and ambi

tious. Previous graduates arc being groomed to

further their education, then return and join
' the increasing faculty culled from the ranks of

• ihc academic and scholarly world. Ultimately,

• this process will lead St. Ncrscss as a member

of the Association of Theological Schools in

the United States, the prestigious institution

which accredits seminaries.

In the near future, exchange students from

Armenia will arrive lo learn about the life and

thinking of the Western Armenian Diaspora.

■" St. Ncrscss will play a vital role in assisting

Armenia in specific areas, such as routine

exchange ofseminarians, clergy, theological and

educational materials.

Within the Armenian community, parish

outreach programs, conferences and Icc-

lurcs - including the special scries in memory

of the Seminary's rounder Archbishop Tiran

Ncrsoyan - arc already in Ihc planning singe, as

well as publications and press projects.

Interrelated with all these plans is the all-

important training of pricst-lcadcrs who can

lead llicir parishioners in all their religious,

social, political and cultural needs. Therefore,

a vital ingredient in the training at St. Ncrscss

. is the teaching of contemporary Armenian is

sues in America, "community concerns beyond

the parish level. The role of a priest is his

involvement with the everyday life of the peo

ple," Dn. Hratch says with conviction.

LEADERSHIP

"A good leader is a good follower," is Dn.
Hratch's definition of a leader. A leader is one
who 'follows the consensus of the people he or
she is leading." He adds. "The greatest leader

" was Christ himself, who ultimately gave his life.

The test of leadership is one's willingness and
. courage to be 'crucified' for the sake of his

people, it is total dedication and commitment
to the people that you arc serving. This con
cept of leadership is not only lacking in the '

" Armenian religious circles, but also in Ihc
Armenian community at large, including the
political parlies. * he says with refreshing hon
esty.

Unafraid to speak his mind, Dn. Hratch

Dn. Hratch Tchilingiri/in, Rector of St. Ncrscss

Seminary.

nonetheless chooses his ideas carefully. Ter

minology is very important. We have to articu

late our vision through words. For decades,

even centuries, certain words in our Armenian

vocabulary have come lo mean certain things

with certain limitation," he comments thought
fully.

"Leadership right now for Armenians means

someone who rules, who is sitting on the

■ throne, passing down orders. It's perceived as a

very prestigious or elevated posh ion. It's not a

sacrificial leadership. Ultimately, whether one

is a leader or not, is determined by the peopled
'It cannot be self-proclaimed. We adds that in
view of what he calls "the New Armenian
World Order," the traditional relationship and

understanding between the leader and the led

in the Armenian community is and will be
redefined. "Professionalism, efficiency, courage

and universal outlook will be the necessary
requirements for leadership, and here at St.

Ncrscss we arc addressing these issues of lead
ership in the general community and the "
church in particular," he reiterates.

This recipe certainly fits I he young but

mature seminary rector. Born in Beirut 28

years ago. He has studied in Jerusalem, New

York and California and holds several degrees.

An innovator, he was the catalyst in seeking

out like minded young, enthusiastic Armenians

and launched a daring religious magazine

named WINDOW. Each issue challenges its

readers with informative, researched and pro
vocative articles, such as "In Search of an Ar

menian Theology of Liberation"; The Year the

Armenian Church Died"; "Is the Collar Chok- "
ing the Armenian Priest"?

Dn. Hratch's. community experience, studies

at St. Ncrscss, and his religious philosophy

KVifcc ::';.. an ideal t.^Jc? for Si. Ncrscss. i ie.

considers the hardest part of his work "not

having enough lime, and not enough funds lo

do more. What we arc doing is a thankless job

because the results arc not immediately tangi

ble. As Armenians, we seek quick answers lo

our labors. But here, it is like planting a tree.

The fruit won't be ripe right away."

The rewards of this work, he says, "is the

feeling that we are accomplishing something

valuable. A great plus is that we started this

critical work now instead of 20 or 30 years,

from now. As we stand at the threshold of the

21st century, Si. Ncrscss is the only institution

which will provide leadership and service to ihc-

Armcnian Church and community in North
America."
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St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

Leadership, For The 21st Century;

By Florence Ayakian.....;. . £ ■■■ -^;,;r -;[

'crucified' for the sake of his people, it

is total dedication and commitment to

the people that you are serving. This

concept of leadership is not only lack

ing in the Armenian religious circles,

but also in the Armenian community at

large, including the political parties,",

he says with refreshing honesty.

Unafraid to speak his mind, Dn.

Hratch nonetheless chooses his ideas

carefully. "Terminology is very impor

tant. We have to articulate our vision

through words. For decades, even cen

turies, certain words in our Armenian

vocabulary have come to mean certain

things with certain limitation,' he com

ments thoughtfully.

"Leadership right now for Armc-'

nians means someone who rules, who

is sitting on the throne, passing down*

orders. It's perceived as a very

prestigious or elevated position.' It's'

not a sacrificial leadership. Ultimately,.

whether one is a leader or not, is deter

mined by the people. It cannot be self-

proclaimed. He adds that in view of

what he calls "The New Armenian

World Order," the traditional relation

ship and understanding between the

leader and the led in the Armenian

community is and will be redefined.

"Professionalism, efficiency, courage

and universal outlook will be the

necessary requirements for leadership,

and here at St. Ncrscss, we are address

ing these issues of leadership in the

general community and the church in

particular," he rcilcratcs.

This recipe certainly fits the young

but mature seminary rector. Bora in

Beirut 28 years ago/ he has studied in

Jerusalem/New-York and California
and hold several)-degrees.' An'• in

novator, he was the catalyst in seeking

out like minded, young, enthusiastic

Armenians and launched' a daring

religious magazine, named. Window,

Each issue challenges its readers with,

informative, researched and pro

vocative articles, such as "In Search of

an Armenian Theology of Liberation";

The Year the Armenian Church

Died"; "Is the Collar Choking the

Armenian Priest"?

Dn. Hralch's- community ex

perience, studies at St. Ncrscss, and his

religious philosophy make him an ideal

- leader for St. Nersess. He considers the

^hardest'part of his work "not having
. enough time, andjnol enough funds to

do more.." What-. wc arc doing is a
' thankless job' because, the results are

not immediately tangible. As Arme

nians, wc seek quick answers to our

labors. But here, it is like planting a

tree. The fruit won't be ripe right

away."

The rewards of this work, he says,

"is the feeling- that wc are ac

complishing something valuable. A

great plus is that we started this critical

work now instead of 20 or 30 years

from now. As wc stand at the threshold

of the 21st century, St. Ncrscss is the

only institution which will provide

leadership and service to ihc Armenian

Church and community in Norlh

America." B

Dn. Hratch Qhijingirian,,Rector'.ofSt. NersessArmenian Seminary. ^^AA SnOWCOfC Sftfttif^flg*

For Pastors In Middle East
Thirty Armenian Churches "'in'' graduates are being groomed to further

North America rarc. without priests, their education, then return and join
■*.!.■ ... »l" :..-.■'.•_ . '.. . the increasing faculty culled from the

ranks of,the .academic and scholarly

lead St. Nersess as a member of the".

Association of Theological Schools in'

the United States, the prestigious in-,

stitution[which accredits seminaries."'";.

In,' the.' near \ future, 'exchange,;'

students'from Armenia will arrive to"

learn about the life and thinking of the.

Western Armenian diaspora.' St.:

This results in six to ten.thousand

Armcnians.being regularly deprived of -_,..,.____ „ ,

worship services. And this in a'church., world.'"Ultimately, this process will
which not only marked its 1600 an

niversary, but abo celebrated its 100th

anniversary in North America this

year. ... ' . ' . ■ .
This alarming fact underscores the

urgent and immediate need to provide

Armenian clergymen throughout these .

communities! This role has been vested '
in the' only, Armenian seminary in.",' Nerscss will play a vital role in assisting.
North America, St.'Ncrscs, located in -Armenia in'specific areas, such as
New Rochelle," NYi ,."' '..-'.' ./. -routine' exchange of' seminarians,

The community for" its~ own clergy, theological and educational

needs, must realize that if we all don't materials.' ' " ■'.".
provide people for the future, we will' ' Within the Armenian community,'

not survive,", declares. Dn. Hratch''. parish, outreach programs, conferences

Tchilingirian, the dynamic'*Rector of. f'and lectures-including the special series;
St. Nersess. There is a symbiotic rela- in memory of the Seminary's founder

tionship between the Seminary.and the :. Archbishop • Tiran' Ncrsoyan-arc4

community. ■'•• They., cannot' exist already in the planning stage, as well as"
separately. If we have a shortage-of•>> publications and press projects.. .„■;■■■ ■(.

seminarians and priests, it's 'reflective .'lf Interrelated with all these plans is:
of (he community. There must be.a col- the all-important training of priest-t

The Armenian Missionary.

Association .of America (AMAA),t

recently sponsored a'seminar and .

retreat for Armenian Evangelical

pastors and their families.serving in the .

Middle East/according to a. statement ;

by the Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, Ex-/
ecutive Director of the.AMAA.The:
event look place at a hotel in ^
Throdos Mountains of Cyprus, aboutu

a two or three hour drive from Lar-'
naca. The location was remote enough

to be conducive to reflection and con-'

centration. ■'.'„. '../" '. , ..'. ;,\.';v
. Fifteen pastors from" Lebanon,"

Syria,' Greece and Egypt," most with'
their families)' were in. attendance. The ,'
seminar was led byRey. Drl Kenneth.

lectivc effort between the community,",

the clergy and the church leadership."

Though the Seminary has launch-*
ed an aggressive recruitment plan, the

energetic Rector, believes that the most

leaders who can lead their parishioners'

in all their religious, social, political ,

and cultural needs. Therefore, a vital,

ingredient in the training at St. Nerscss.'
is the teaching of contemporary Armc-;.

Bailey, a well-known professor of

theology, who has spent many years in

the Middle East. The principal text of

the seminar was the First Letter of Paul

to the Corinthiams. Meanwhile* Rev.
Peter Dunn from the Baptist Church of

Larnaca held Bible Study sessions for.

;.;. the women,; WRo wcre free to attend.,

other classes as, well. The children had

their.own program. ' . . '. '
' I ' ;...■-

;'',The event", was a welcome change

for those, who attended and served its

purpose' of' providing Armenian
Evangelical clergymen with a respite

from their arduous labor, and a special

occasion for inspiration and continu
ing education. B V •-•'•"•-■

>lpp//caf/on

powerful way of convincing is through'• nian issues in America, "community^.

example. But equally jmporlant is the'' concerns beyond the parish level. The^
need for a major change in the com-''_ role of a priest is his involvement witrj,',
munity's attitude. "People have passed * the everyday life of the people," On*'
the buck to the priests,', bishops, or, ," Hratch says with conviction. ' .',' ' *,.
St.Nersess. They' say'go ./ind'ean-..". ",v "..,•.,:.' ./" '., • . ',.' .;,.,'••,
didates for'the'priesthood. ■ Wc can '. ' Z. . ( ... .* .Leadership."...'.','■..";', X*
never succeed like that,".he repeats■ .*' , ... !••{..
with unusual candor. '"■'' . ' "" •'•',' •"' "A;, good, leader is a good.

':''''*2"V?*'' :"T'":?•-'•";"■!":]' :' foljower.'Ms Dn. Hratch's definition off
^X one who "follows'

■»v' ••••' •:*• ••-•■■-•. ■:,ij-'i;'."'.i » y;,i...i"'if.i;'; "• r . . ,:'. ; t .->
The. Armenian .Missionary.^ b^^.&.Mrs.^JamcsG.! Jameson of

Association of America (AMAA) has '.. Brookline, MAt! i'; ., . •
announced the opening of iu' annual ■' '.'; The: essays/shpuld be. written in
James O..; Jameson ; Essay. Contest. . English'l'and..havc'a length of 1,000 to
Topics should touch upon some, aspect _; 2,000 words.*,^'contestant is allowed
of Armenian heritage such as religion, \'r no more than one'entry per year, and
literature, language, history, culture,., no more than one member of a Tamily

. geography and economy.. :. , -.may-,receive an award in a five-year.
';.' Awards, will .'be made inv lwoy^period.?ijVo*sub.mitlcd essay is con->

categories: High school contestants, • sidcrcd sufficiently meritorious, no-
and.. Collcgc/Un|versity contestants.,|

Entries.wijlbe'acccpted,until"June 15,
1992.'. "' * ;

«hp,««lSvpofthepeopleheorilieU;.
. lcach'ng,* jfe^ailds, The greatest leader,.
'1' ' Cht 'hilf' h lil'

award will be granted.

:Ju.A%andr9t''i'«'jugV
by, Mr.' Georgc;Maranjian, Chairmani

.An^A"",?"1*11 or. part-Armenian (' of the Publications Committee of the,-,
high, scjjpol or /college/university AMAA.'wiirevaluatc contest entricsi.n
students, are eligible. Only unpublbhed .u ..'. Entriq,and/pr inquirics'sljould be.H
en.lr'Ss.wP{ .b? accepted. ,Thc winner jn.( directed Jo;'James .G.-Jamcspp, Essay4i
^hj^SPry wifl" be ..awarded ,$25.0^^ CqijtcsV ^Armenian ;;Mij!sionaryv;i
each, provided from the income.of.a t, Association',pX.'.America.'.I.nc.'.-.l^r:
special Essay Contest Fund established Forest Avenue) Paramus, NJ. 07652 ■
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Minister L. Khachadrian and Dn. H. Tchilingirian with St. N^rsess seminarians.

On October 30, Mr. Ludwig Khachadrian,

Minister of Religious Affairs of the Republic of

Armenia paid an informal visit to St. Nersess

Armenian Seminary in New Rochelle, NY.

'The Minister explained the current religious

developments in Armenia and the status of the

Armenian Church to the seminarians. It was a

unique experience for the students to speak with

Mr. Khachadrian about the religious life of

Armenians and hear the perspective of the

government on religion and religious

organizations.

A discussion pertaining to cooperation

between St. Nersess and Armenia—concerning

research and analysis of religious issues—was

discussed between Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian,

the Rector of St. Nersess, and Mr.

Khachadrian. Also, the possibility of an

intensive training program for the staff

members of the Ministry of Religious Affairs

was discussed. St Nersess has offered to help the

Ministry in their specific and technical needs.

On November 1, a meeting was held between

Mr. Khachadrian, Dn. Hratch and Dr. Eileen

Barker, from London School of Economics,

concerning the cults in Armenia. Dr. Barker, a

Sociologist of Religion, offered helpful

information and analysis of the new religious

movements in Armenia. Plans are underway

to assist the Ministry with further information

on the new religious movements that are

operating in Armenia.

• Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian said, "The

religious needs of Armenia are enormous. So

far the Diaspora has concentrated on medical,

scientific, economic and other needs, and has

left it up to the "church" to do something about it.

While the Church in the diaspora has plans to

assist Armenia, and some of the projects are

underway, we need more expedient plans to

tackle the issues, otherwise it might be too late...

the whole community should be involved with

this problem. Without religious, moral, ethical

values, democracy will fall short to build a

nation."
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The Armsnlan Mirror-Spectator

Painter

Levonjamgochian-
Visits Armenia
Lcvon Jamgochian, the painter-

prinlmakcr from Washington,
DC, left for Armenia on October

31 to oversee the founding of the

International Graphic Center in

Gumri (Leninagan), where plans
have been underway since April

1990 with the approval of local

city officials. This complex will

consist of large and modern

facilities of printmaking studios,
an art gallery, a library, an

auditorium, a graphic art

museum, a museum shop, a

park, and an adjacent hotel.

Lcvon will donate additional

works of art to help the second

phase of fund raising for the pro
ject, will paint new series of

works, and complete a documen

tary film on his art.

From 1989-1990, during the ar

tist's nine months in Armenia,

extensive cultural projects were

realized through the sponsorship

of. the Ministry of Culture,
Ministry of Education, National

Gallery of Art, Spurk Committee,
Artists Union, the Armenian Per

manent Representation in
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The painter Lcvon Jamgochian.

Moscow, and the Ukrainian

Society of Armenian Culture.

The painter had a successful

retrospective touring exhibit in

Yerevan (Artists' Union Hall),

Yegheknatzor, Chermoog and El-

chmiadzin [branches of the Na
tional Gallery of Art), in Moscow

(Armenian Cultural Center) and

in Kiev (Lenin Museum). The ex

hibit included 120 works of

various media from 1965-1989.

Funds raised from the purchases

of exhibit publications and art

works will benefit the Interna

tional Graphic Center in Gumri

as his personal contribution to

the earthquake survivors.

PAND New Year Celebration

PAND (Philadelphia Nor Daree) will celebrate its 10th an
niversary this year. "Mardis Gras" evening will be held in the
elegant ballroom of the Adams Mark Hotel in Philadelphia on
December 31, and plans for the "Eve of the Eve" dance are
also being made.

No advance sale tickets will he sold afW TVmmhnr ?n nt

Ludwig Khachadrian, Armenia's Minister
of Religious Affairs, Visits St. Nersess

Minister of Religions Affairs UutwiR Kimchadrkm (2nd from left) and Deacon
linitch TchUhifiiriati {'Aid fnmi left} with St. Ncnuiss seminarians.

On Wednesday, October 30,

.Ludwig Khachadrian, Minister of

Religious Affairs of the Republic

of Armenia paid an informal visit

to St. Ncrscss Armenian Semina

ry in New Rochellc, NY.

The Minister explained the

current religious developments in

Armenia and the status of the Ar

menian Church. It was a unique

experience for the seminarians to

speak with Mr. Khachadrian

about the religious life of Arme

nians and hear the perspective of

the government on religion and

religious organizations. ... -:

A discussion pertaining to co

operation between St. Nersess

and Armenia concerning re

search and analysis of religious

issues was held between Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian, the rector

of St. Nersess, and Mr. Khacha

drian. Also, the possibility of an

intensive training program for

the staff members of the Ministry

of Religious Affairs was discuss

ed. St. Nerscss has offered to

help the Ministry in its specific

and technical needs.

On Friday, November 1, a

meeting was held between Mr.

Khachadrian, Deacon Tchilingir-

ian and Dr. Eileen Barker of the

London School of Economics,

concerning the cults in Armenia.

Dr. Barker, a sociologist of

religion, offered helpful informa

tion and analysis of the new

religious movements in Armenia.

Deacon Tchilingirian said,

"The religious needs of Armenia

arc enormous. So far the

Diaspora has concentrated on

medical, scientific, economic and

other needs, and has left it up to

the church to do something

about it. While the church in the

Diaspora has plans to assist

Armenia, and some of the pro

jects are under way, we need

more expedient plans to tackle

the issues, otherwise it might be

too late... The whole communi

ty should be involved with this

problem."

Garmertzie

Reunion in

New Britain, CT

Almost 100 New Englandcrs

gathered on Sunday, November

3, in New Britain, Connecticut,

for the first Garmcrlzic gct-

togcthcr since 1982. Most had

roots in the village of Garmery in

the province of Kharpert,

Turkey.

in attendance and give the name

of the family member with

origins in Garmcry. This was

done with great excitement as

people were introduced or rein-

troduced to relatives and friends.

Special guests from New Britain

included Hagop Garabedian, 85,

and Tom Hovancsian, 84. Fami

ly trees, written at the last 1982

get-together, were distributed to

each family, with the hope that

more information will be added

farm or Juniper Park in

Methuen, MA. In the last 20

years, there have been about four

or five get-togethers. As the reu

nion came to a close, videos of

recent trips by some of the at

tendees to Garmery were also
shown.

During the meeting, committee

members were nominated and

Baggy Hovancsian read the

treasurer's report. The Garmcry
R1 iA« ,,~t~,l r—
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InILATEMARCH, THE RECTOR OFTHE SEMINARY, TOGETHER
with His Grace Bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the

Canadian Diocese, visited Armenia for two weeks. During

their visit, they pursued several objectives for St Nersess:

a) Possibility ofrecruitment in Arme

nia; b) Establishing a theological de

partment at Yerevan University; c)

Establishing a working relationship

with the seminaries in Sevan and

Etchmiadzin; and d) Arranging the

details of Mission to Armenia, (evan

gelical in nature).

During their visit, Bishop

Hovnan and Dn. Hratch met with

numerous individuals: His Holiness

Vnzken I, Catholicos ofAll Armenians;

Bishop Karekin Nersissian, Vicar of

Ararat Diocese; Bishop Grcgoris

Puniatian, Primate of Shirak

(Leninakan); Mr. Norair Arakelian,

Rector of Yerevan University; Mr.

Ludwig Khachadrian, President of

Parliament's sub-committee for Religious Affairs; Prof.

St. Nersess and Armenia
CREATINGABRIDGE OF RESOURCES & PROGRAMS

Sevan
The Seminary ofSetvn ofthe Ararahan DioctK. Seminarians and faculty

u-ith Bithop Korrkin Scmtssian ietnltr) Vieor of the Arartian Diocese and
tht Rector of St. $erte*s.

Yervant Melkonian, Editor of Etchmiadzin Monthly and

member of the faculty of Etchmiadzin

Seminary; and many others who were

involved with religious affairs in Ar

menia. Also, meetings were held with

the Youth of the Armenian Church in

the Ararat Diocese; the Momik Chris*

tian Cultural Association in Yerevan;

Lousavorich newspaper staff; and the

Armenian Apostolic Brotherhood

(Yeghpayrogtzootyune).

These meetings proved to be very

help in clarifying the objectives of St

Nersess in Armenia, As a result ofthis

trip, a group of twenty Armenians,

headed by Bishop Hovnan Dcrdcrian,

went to Armenia to do mission work in

"C^rppvj. -.T * T^r7TlvT Etchmiadzin Seminarian* and staff with Bishop the Abaran and Charentzavan regions

of Armenia. The details of a student exchange program

with Sevan Seminaryarebeingplanned. There are several

potential candidates from Armenia, that the seminary

administration is carefully screening for their qualifica

tions. As for starting a theological

* department at the Yerevan Univer

sity, the project, the way it should

work, is beyond the resources of St

Nersess at this point However, the

possibility of exchange of lecturers

and instructors is being considered.

The need for religious literature

and education in Armenia is enor

mous. Long term religious education

programs need to be developed. Ob

viously, St Nersess Seminary will

not, nnd ennnot, do it alone. A col

lective effort is a must, by both clergy

and laity, to help Armenia in her re

ligious needs also. ■

HisHolinessVazkenI Supreme Patriarch and

Catholicos of All Armenians:

"...In these critical times, SL

Nersess should be strengthened, so

that it may realize Us mission in the

near future...Btchmtadzin or

Jerusalem alone cannot fulfill the

needs of all the communities,

especially hereinthe UniiedStates. If

during the next ten years we do not

train enough priests for the Untied

States, at St Nersess, the future of

the dioceses will be uncertain.

Tlierefore. St Nersess hasahistorical

anduUalroletoplay in this community.

My wish or rather my request is Uvat

all resources-whether financial,

moral or otherwise-be allocated so

that the Seminary may serve its

l"tendfidJ"upose-" ' His Holiness

Pace 6 St Nk**nNr«i&»*«i 1992 1992 P*et 7
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possibilityofhavingSLNeraesscoursescreditedbyother

schoolsInthemetropolitanNewYorkArea,suchasthe

GeneralTheologicalSeminaryandUnionTheologlcaiSeminary.

ThepurposeoftheseplansIstoprovideawiderrangeof

academicprogramstoourstudents.

RECsramzxrakdDevelophextPboobahs

AspartoftheSeminary'scampaignforrecruitment

andadvancementaseriesofprogramswasputtogetherIn

ordertobenefittheSeminaryIntheabortandthelongterms.

Theprojectswereconceived,designedanddevelopedafter

carefulreviewofrecruitmentpracticesandtechniquesof

otherInstitutions.Countlesshoursofdiscussionswere

dedicatedtotheseprojects.Eachprojectwasdiscussed

individuallyandInrelationtotherestofthepackage.Most

lmportanLtheneedsandtheresourcesoftheArmenian

communityweretakenIntoconsideration.Wearehappyto

reportthatalreadyhalfoftheproposedprojectshavebeen

completed.

PKOO8AK&IKPKOORSM

•LiturgicalInstitute-Over50deaconsandaltarservers

participatedIntheLiturgicalInstitutesthatwereheldIn

California.CanadaandNewYork.Thethemeofthe

symposiumswasTheMissionqftheDeaconIntheArmenian

Church.

•MissiontoArmenia-Agroupof21Armenians(7femaleand

14male)wenttoArmeniaafteraweeklongorientationatthe

Seminary.HisGrace.BbhopHovnanDcrdcrtanleadthe

group.TheparticipantswerefromthethreediocesesofNorth

America.

•YouthRally-OnSeptember7.LaborDay.averylargeyouth

gatherlng/plcnlcwillbeheldonthegroundsoftheSeminary.

ThiseventcoincideswiththeannualACYOASportsWeekend,

whichIstakingplaceinBayslde.NewYork.

•Yeretzgins'Conference-AlsoduringtheLaborDayweekend,

agroupofwtvesofpriestsandwtves*to*bewillgatheratSL

NcrscsstodiscussIssueslacingtheArmenianpriestandhis

family.

•PastoralVignettes-ThisIsabookletwhichwillgiveexamples

oftherewardsofpriesthoodIntheeverydayexperienceofour

clergyInNorthAmerica.Already15vignetteshavebeen

collected.AnticipateddateofpublicationisDecember1992.

•BookontheArmenianChurch-ThepurposeofthisbookIsto

promote,toeducateandtocreateinterestIntheArmenian

Church.ThlscoUecUonofessayslsbetngwrlttenbyacademlcs
andqualifiedindividuals,suchas.Rev.Dr.KrikorMaksoudian.

Dr.AnnyBakallaruRev.Dr.AbelOghluklan.EllscAnuxasslan.

Rev.Dr.NcrscssNcrsesslan.Fr.ArshcnAlvazlan.Fr.

AnoushavanTaniellan.Dr.HralrDekmejlan,Prof.Aram

Kerovplan.BishopBarkevMardlrosstanandDr.EUeenBarker.

ThescheduleddateofpublicationisDecember1992.

•EthicalIssuesFacingtheArmenianProfessional-Aconference/

retreatforArmenianprofessionalsIsbeingplannedforFall

1992.

•ComputersandtheiruseintheArmenianParish-Aoneday

seminartobringtogethertechnicalandpracticalsupportfor

computeruseInourparishes.Scheduleddate:Fall1992.

FinalThoughts

InviewofthedevelopingandnewrealitiesoftheArmenian

Churchandnation,St.Nersessfindsitselfatacriticalmoment

initsmission.ThesymbioticrelationshipbetweentheSeminary

andthechurchcommunitiesinNorthAmericaisextremely

significantandcrucial.Oneisdependentontheother.Wehave

torealizethatwithouttheSeminary,thefutureofourparishes

willbevolatileanduncertain.Ontheotherhand,withoutthe

community,theSeminarywillnotourvivo,bothintermsof

prospectivecandidatesandfinancialresources.

AsHisHolineraVazkenI.CatholicosofAllArmenians,

said:"...St.Nersewhasahistorica!roletoplayinthiscommunity."

Itisuptous,collectively,toactualizothishistoricroloofSt.

Nemos*.

Bytheway,1159isthetotalnumberofwordsinthis

report(accordingtothecomputer).DHTm

JlVECENTLY.MORETHAN60DEACONS
ANDALTARSERVERSparticipatedinthe

symposiumsoftheSt.

NersessLiturgicalInsti

tute,whichwereheldre

spectivelyinCalifornia,

CanadaandNewYork.

SponsoredbySt.Nersess

ArmenianSeminary,

theseregionalprograms

arefirstintheirscopeanddirection.Thethemeofthe

symposiumswasTheDeaconandHisMissioninthe

ArmenianChurch.

Thefirstofthethreescheduledsymposiumstook

placeduringtheweekendofJune26*28attheWestern

DioceseCampandRetreatCenterinDunlap,California.

Theweekendconsistedofworshipservices,Bibleand

liturgicalstudies,andin-depthdiscussions.Themain

focusoftheprogramwastheroleandfunctionofthe

deaconintheArmenianChurch.Amongtheinstructors

andlecturerswereFr.VazkenMovsesian,editorofWin

dowQuarterlyandpastorofStAndrewArmenionChurch,

Cupertino,CA;Dn.MichaelFindikyan,doctoralcandi

dateinliturgies;andseminarianDn.DeronPetoyan.The

weekendwasconcludedwiththecelebrationoftheDivine

LiturgyattheSLGregoryArmenianChurchinFowler,

California.

Thesecondsymposiumwasheldduringtheweek

endofJuly3-5,attheHolyTrinityArmenianChurchin

TorontoCanada.Dn.HratchandDn.Michaeldirectedthe

symposium.AmongtheguestspeakerswereHisGrace

BishopHovnanDerderian,PrimateoftheCanadianDio

cese,whoheldalivelydiscussionwiththeparticipantson

contemporaryissuesfacingtheArmenianChurch.Also,

HisGraceBishopGrigorisPuniatian,PrimateoftheDio

ceseofShirak(Leninakan)addressedthegroup.Bishop

PuniatianwastheguestoftheCanadianDiocese.

ThethirdandlastLiturgicalInstituteswasheldat

SLNersessArmenianSeminaryinNewRochelle,NY,

duringtheweekendofAugust21-23.Amongtheinstruc

torsandlecturereswereFr.GarabedKochakian,Chancel

loroftheEasternDiocese;Fr.ArshenAivazian,SLNersess

facultymemberandDn.HratchTchilingirian.HisGrace

BishopKhajagBarsomian,PrimateoftheEasternDiocose

wasaguestspeaker.Duringthequestionandanwer

period,theparticipantshadaninformaldiscussionwith

thePrimate.

Sincetheseprogramswereverysuccessful,two

othersarebeingorganized,oneforyoungeracolytesand

onefordeacons'practicum.■

St.NersessArmenianSeminary

150StrattonRoad.NewRocheUc.NY10804

YES,IwishtobeginanendowmentfundwithSt.Ncrscss,forwhichIhaveenclosed:

O$10.000D$5.000D$1.500O$1,000DOther

YES,IwishtocontributetoSLNcrsessforwhichIhaveenclosed:

O$500O$250D$100O$75O$50D$25DOther

Name:—

Address:

City:—

Phone:

State:Zip:

Makecheckspayableto:SttfmessArmenianSeminary(TaxDeductible)

P*C|103r.Norn*
Sc.NraoN~iSw~c.J992
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SAHAG MESROB ANNUAL BANQUET

The Sahag Mesrob Armenian School held Its

annual fund raising banquet on Sunday, Novem

ber 17, 1991 at the Cultural Center of the St.

James Armenian Church in Watertown, MA.

After the invocation by Der Dajad Davidian, Mr.

Edward Kazanjian, Jr. welcomed the assembly

and was followed by greetings from the Parish

Council Chairman, Mrs. Sarah Bejoian.

Mr. Paul Korian, the fund raiser for the event,

gave an effective talk on the need for supporting

the school.

The delicious dinner of Chicken and Pilaf with

salad was very efficiently served by the members

of the Junior ACYOA under the direction of Mrs.

Heripsime Parsekian.

Using the Chineses proverb "DON'T CURSE

THE DARKNESS; LIGHT A CANDLE" as his

opening remarks, Mr. Aram Sarkisian, the newly

appointed superintendent of the Sahag Mesrob

Armenian School, gave an interesting talk on the

help needed from all the members of the Armen

ian community.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian was the guest

speaker. His topic was "The Armenian Culture as

a Source of Faith". Deacon Hratch emghasized

that our culture is based on and is intervened with

our Christian faith. He pointed out that it was only

after the Armenians converted to Christianity that

we were recognized as a people. The invention of

the Armenian alphabet strengthened the bond

between our culture and our religion. In fact, the

first book to be translated and written in Armenian

was the Holy Bible. Deacon Hratch used the

structures of several Armenian words to illustrate

the strong bond between our culture and our faith.

For example, he pointed out that the word for

thanks in Armenian is "shnorhagaloutyoun"

which is made up of "shnor" meaning grace and

"gal" meaning receive. Thus the word thanks in

Armenian literaly means "I received your grace".

Friendship in Armenian is "paregam" which is

made up of "pari" good, and "gam(k)" will. Thus

friend, in Armenian, means good will.

Deacon Hratch went on to say that being an

Armenian means more than the transient involve

ment in things Armenian. It requires that we prac

tice and propagate our faith and our culture. It is

necessary that we infuse our faith and our culture

in our youth and prepare them to properly as

sume the leadership of our community and of our

religious establishments. He pointed out that there

are thousands of Armenians in several communi

ties in the United States who do not have a proper

church organization for lack of priests.

"Our faith" he said "must be a big part of our

culture. We must live it on a daily basis".

At the close of his talk Mrs. Valentine Gara-

Sunday School Staff 1991 -1992

Superintendent — Mrs. Nancy Kassabian

Assistant Superintendents: .

Mrs. Shake Iskenderian

Ms. Susan Bergoudian

Treasurer — Mrs. Norma Shooshan

Nursery

Kindergarten

■. First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade

Ninth Grade

Tenth Grade

Graduating Class

Special Lessons

Music '

Acolyte Training

Mrs. Laura Banks

Ms. Diane Shadbegian

Ms. Krista Kazanjian

Mrs. Adrienne Kenney

Mrs. Robin Bianchi

Ms. Lori Zanazanian

Ms. Natalie Zakarian

Mrs. Mary Gozbekian

. Ms. Adrina Young

Mrs. Marsha Alabachian

Ms. Carol Dudumiari

Ms. Susan Bergoudian

Mrs. June Yacubian

Ms. Jennifer Peterson

Mrs. Irene Sarkissian

Mrs. Cheryl Pugliese

Mrs. Linda Ovoian

Mr. Greg Der Ananian

Ms. Martha Martinian

Ms. Kristin Sarkisian

Ms. Miriam Gargarian

Ms. Jill Arslanian

Ms. Melanie Kasparian

Mr. Robert Parsekian

Mr. Danial Shadbegian

Mr. Richard Yacubian

Ms. Karen Dederyan

Mr. Toros Maksoudian

Mr. Edward Brewster

Der Dajad Davidian

Der Arsen Barsamian

Ms. Anne Yeshilian

Mrs. Marcia Sedhom

Mr. Michael Yapchaian

bedian present Deacon Hratch with a plaque of

the Lord's prayer as a token of our appreciation.

In addition, he was given a monetary present for

him personally but Deacon Hratch refused to take

it and gave it back as a donation for the School.

The students of Sahag Mesrob gave many reci

tations which were followed by Armenian group

songs and dances.

In his closing remarks, Mr. Ed Kazanjian, Jr.

thanked the parents of the students for making the

demanding decision to send their children to the

Sahag Mesrob Armenian School.

Mr. Paul Korian conducted the final phase of

the fund raising by reading the names of the

donors and the amounts donated.

Der Arsen Barsamian gave the closing benedic

tion.
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A New Decade of Growth Planned For St. Nersess Seminary In New Rochelle, N.Y.

NEW YORK, N.Y. - "We arc

pleased to announce the launching of

a new decade of growth and accom

plishment at the St. Ncrsess Armenian

Seminary," said His Grace Bishop

Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the

Diocese of the Armenian Church of

America, following the recent annual

meeting of the Seminary's Board of
Trustees.

The Seminary Board of Trustees - a

panel consisting of Armenian Church

clergy, lay leaders, and academics - met

in the tahlij of the Diocesan Complex

in New York City. The Board affirmed

its profound commitment to the pro

gress of the St. Nersess facility, which

as the only Armenian theological sem

inary in North America, is regarded as

a precious and vital resource for the

Church.

The Seminary has been fortunate to

have been guided for the past fifteen

years by the Reverend Fr. Mardiros

Chevian,, who as its Rector was res

ponsible for implementing the Semin

ary's various scholastic and summer

programs. Fr. Chevian will be leaving

his position at St. Nerscss to accept

the post of Director of Youth Ministry

for the entire Diocese - a new position

conceived as the linchpin to the inno

vative and comprehensive Youth Min

istry Department which the Diocese

has recently created.

NEW RECTOR

With the departure of Fr. Chevian,

the Rev. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian

- himself a graduate of the seminary -

has been appointed Rector of the

BOARD MEETING. The St. Nersess Seminary Board of Trustees met to discuss

plans for the only Armenian theological seminary in North America. Pictured are

(I to r): Deacon Hratch Tchitingirian, the new Rector of the Seminary, Mrs. Louise

Simonc, and Dr. Hagop Nersoyan.

Seminary. Deacon Tchilingirian has a

Master of Divinity degree, and recently

earned a Master of Public Administra

tion degree from California State Uni

versity Northridgc. He is also a found

ing memberof the Armenian Church

Research anil Analysis Group, as well

as an editor of ACRA's flagship publi

cation "Window Quarterly," which

deals with issues in the Armenian

Church. His energy and imagination

greatly impressed the Board of Trust

ees, which applauded Dn. Tchilingirian

as a highly capable addition to the new

Seminary staff.

Dr. Vigcn Guroian has been ap

pointed as the Seminary's Director of

Academic Affairs. As such, he will be

working closely with an Academic

Advisory Board, appointed by the

Primate and composed of scholars and

theologians, which together will make

scholastic and curricular decisions. Dr.

Guroian is currently an Associate

Professor of theology and ethics at

Loyola College in Baltimore, MD, and

has written and lectured widely in the

community.

In addition, the Rev. Fr. Arten

Ashjian - Diocesan Director of Ecu

menical Relations - has been assigned

to coordinate liturgical activities and

services at the Seminary as its Chap

lain. Fr. Ashjian is no stranger to

working at the Seminary,, having been

an instructor at St. Ncrscss for many

years, as well as having extensive expe

rience as a parish priest and as Canon

Sacrist of the St. Vartan Cathedral.

On the horizon for the St. Nerscss

Seminary is an ambitious building

project which will transform the prop

erty in New Rochcllc, NY/into a true

'academic campus- The Trustees dis

cussed tentative designs, and were,

presented with a scale model of the

. proposed facility. While it is still too

early to describe the construction pro

ject in detail, the general aim is to

build an environment which will foster

scholarship, -facilitate full academic

accreditation and provide a resource

:.for the Armenian Church community

in general.

"As a result of these new building

plans and staff appointments,1* re

marked the Primate, "we are confident

that the Seminary will be well

equipped to meet the challenges which

. lie ahead, for the Armenian Church in

both America and abroad." , ' -.

Attending the meeting of the St.

Ncrsess Seminary Board of-Trustees

were Archbishop Vatchc Hovsepian,

Primate of the Western Diocese of the

Armenian Church, of America, His

Grace Bishop Khajag Barsamian, the

Very Rev. Dr. Krikor Maksoudian,

Rev. Fr. Dajad Davidian, Rev. Fr.

Karekin Kasparian, Rev. Dn. Hratch

Tchilingirian, Mr. Sarkis Bedcvian,

Hon. Vincent Gurahian, Mr. Khacha-

door Kazarian, Dr. Barbara Mcrguer-

ian, Dr. Hagop Ncrsoyan, Dr. Dennis

Papazian, and Mrs. Louise Simonc.
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DEACON HRATCH
GRADUATES WITH

TOP HONORS

Rev. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian

Surrh vASMStanVat St* Peler Armenian"
Church, Van Nuys, has graduated Summa Cum

if uITOm CaIif°™ State Universal
Northndge. with a Masters degree in PuoHc
Adm,nistrat,on (MPA). His thesis is entitled
Ihe Administration Structure of the

Armenian Church." In 1987, Deacon Hralch
received his Master of Divinity degree from
St• Vladimir s Orthodox Theological School
and a Diploma in Anncnian Studies from St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary in New York.
He also holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Literature from Concordia College, NY
beacon Hratch is the co-editor of WINDOW
Quarterly and is one of the founders of the
Armenian Church Research and Analysis
Group. '

... Wc congratulate Deacon Hratch on
this O».«.Bn ^ wish him

THE MOTHER CHUHttt.—ti

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian
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Reseda, CA — Cults in Armenia

is the subject of the latest issue of

WINDOW view of the Armenian

Church, the quarterly magazine of the

Armenian Church Research & Analysis

Group, In an attempt to educate the

community on the danger of cults, this
latest issue provides an extensive

coverage of cults presently operating in.

Armenia. "The deep psychological

wounds caused by the 1988 earthquake

have facilitated the infiltration of

various cults into Armenia under false

pretenses," said Fr. Vazken Movsesian,

co-editor, "and for the first time we are

addressing this problem from an

Armenian perspective." Some of the

topics discussed in this issue are, What

is a Cult?; Coercive Cult Techniques;

Sects in Armenian History; Heretics

Denounced by the Armenian Church;

Cults and Biblical Doctrines. One of

the most revealing feature in this issue

is an interview with an Armenian Hare

Krishna, who was one of the Armenian

translators of the Krishna book. The

interview traces the early operations of

the cult movement and its efforts

among the Armenians. Dr. Hratch

Tchilingirian, co-editor, who compiled

the profiles of the cults, stated that,

"the first step in combating cults is to

know who and what they are, and then

scrutinize their teachings on the basis

of biblical theology.'*

With this issue of Window,

A.C.R.A. Group poses a challenge to

the Armenian community and the

church, by the fact that, "the cults will

do what we neglect! They will extend

where we cannot reach! They will be

heard where our voice is silent." Copies

of Window can be obtained from:

A.C.R.A. Group, 17808 Sherman

Way, Suite 315, Reseda, Ca. 91335 or

E-mail on the SAIN network:

1-408-257-1846, 2400 baud, 3-N-l. 0
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Religious Periodical Offers Overview on Cults in Armenia

RESEDA, CA. - "Cults in

Armenia" is the subject of the

latest issue of Window view of

the Armenian Church, the

quarterly magazine of the Ar

menian Church Research &

Analysis Group (A.C.R.A.

Group).

In an attempt to educate

the Armenian community on

the dangers of cults, this latest

issue provides an extensive

coverage of cults presently

operating in Armenia. The

deep psychological wounds

caused by the 1988 earthquake

have facilitated the infiltration

of various cults into Armenia

under false pretenses, said Fr.

Vazkcn Movscsian, co-editor,

"and for the first time we are

addressing this problem from

an Armenian perspective."

Some of the topics discussed in

their issue are, "What is a

Cult?;" "Coercive Cult Tech

niques;" "Sects in Armenian

History;" "Heretics Denounced

by the Armenian Church;"

"Cults and Biblical Doctrines."

One of the most revealing

feature in this issue is an inter

view with an Armenian Hare

Krishna, who was one of the

Armenian translators of the

Krishna book. The interview

traces the early operations of

the cult movement and its

efforts among the Armenians.

Deacon Hralch Tchilingirian.

co-editor, who compiled the

profiles of the culls, slated

that, "the first step in combat

ing culls is to know who and

what they are, and then scruti

nize their teachings on the

basis of biblical theology."

With this issue of Window,

A.C.R. A. Group poses a chal

lenge to the Armenian commu

nity and ihe church, by the fact

that, "the culture will do what

we neglect. They will extend

where we cannot reach. They

will be heard where our voice

is silent."

Copies of Window can be

obtained from:

A.C.R.A. Group, 17808 Sher

man Way, Suite 315, Reseda,

Ca. 91335 or E-mail on the-

SAIN network: 1-408-257-1846,.

2400 baud, 8-N-l.
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Cover Story

Easter in Armenia will
be celebrated with a new fervor

this year. A newly awakened

religious spirit has arrived at

the heels ofthe return ofArme

nian churches and

monasteries and within the

general atmosphere of glasnost

and perestroika.
Religion was never lost upon the Armenians under Soviet

repression, the experts agree; but actual practice was done
within the confines of the state or in secret. With a newly-found
freedom ofworship, on the threshold of the 1700th anniversary

ofthe acceptance of Christianity by the Armenian nation, Soviet
Armenian believers have embraced their religion once again.
The groundbreaking ceremonies for a cathedral being con

structed for the anniversay took place last week. But, as is

presented in the following interview article with local religious
leaders, priority for the Mother Church will involve redifining
and reassuming its leadership role amongst the people, meeting

their varying needs, and confronting the challenges of emerg

ing alternatives, cult faiths.

Written from Interviews conducted by Vartan Ter-Ghevondlan

Sptdtl to Atbamr

::?;Yv.t;5:

THE HISTORY

The Church had lost most of its in

fluence on Armenian society by the time

of the Armenian Republic (1918-1920).

argues Mary Kilboume Matossian in The
Impact of Soviet Policies in Armenia.

.The author maintains that the Church

sent. However, Armenian emigres from

the Soviet Union paint the picture of a

Church under siege, abounded in in

trigue. Nevertheless, the modem history

of the Church has yet to be written.

RENEWED INTEREST
.V.ina auwor maintains tnat.ine ^nurcn onmiTi iai mattcdc
•was no longer the. leader of Armenian .'.N SPIRITUAL MATTERS

movement, offers the reverend, hoping

that it will be a revival with a sound doc-T'-
trine and teaching, ."and not distorted ' '■

with perverted and cultic teachings." :

He also adds that religion has proven ■.'

to bo a comfort in the suffering the :

Armenians have experienced following .

the earthquake. "Be it in Leninakan or

Sp'rtalc.the wick of their faith {was] still ..

burning in their hearts." This sentiment • .

£ is echoed by Deacon Hratch Tchil-.?,

ingirian, editor of Window—a newly- '■-
founded religious publication—and

earthquake in Armenia, we sea a

tremendous growth in spirituality,".

Deacon Tchilingirian states. The reasons

cannot be confined to the political at

mosphere alone, according to the

deacon, and necessarily reflect the

catastrophe that affected the Arme

nians. Says Tchilingirian: "This tragedy

could have only been interpreted

through spiritual discernment because*./,,

it was beyond human comprehension ..•:

.-{.and explanation."^ '>•■•%'■ \ > ■>--:-."■ ■-r'-;
\ui Deacon^.Tchilingirian.believes that'-;

spiritual or religious awareness," he ex

plains. "For instance, in countries where

■ Christians are persecuted, there are bet- -

ter Christians than in the free world.

'■ If somebody says (that people] are not

' allowed to practice {their religion], or

worship the' God they choose,

everybody—whether openly, or in

secret—will make sure that he does,

because he does not want to lose, his
faith In God. So that is a natural rcac-

But the deacon'cautions against

underestimating a person's spirituality or

its comparison with the spirituality of

another individual. "There are certain

differences in the way we practice our

religion, but ultimately we are not the '

judge of that," he says, presenting the

Idea that in every human being there ia

a spirituality that needs to bo developed .

that progressed ' through-*' different -,

stages. -We cannot say a Communist-.

Armenian does not have a spirituality;

he does, but is possibly at tha infant

stage (of his spirituality]," he elaborates.

"We cannot say that these people are

doing ,it just for political-reasons,

1 '■''■ Please see FAITH, paqo 23

assumed by political parties and social
?. welfare societies. She notes that "most

— Armenian- parochial, schools ...were

. secularized by the time of the Armenian
..'republic" and that most Armenian in-
.■: teilectuals were hostile to the Church.

■":.-*-•• The Communism of the 1920s and
1930s, consistent with the standard

Marxist line, considered religion the
opiate of the people, but could not force
upon the peasantry the acceptance of

this notion. During this period, the Par
ty never openly attacked the Church,

reserving its criticism of religion per se.

But while religious persecution was for
bidden and freedom of worship was
guaranteed, the practical functionings

of the Church were mostly curtailed.
Matossian reports that church
properties—including lands, printing
presses, museums, and libraries—were

confiscated, leaving only "forty
desiatins of orchard land, the church,

and the monks' quarters." Soviet courts

and the Office of Registry of Acts of
Civil Status resumed tha Church's

authority over marriage and divorce,

and "organized religious instruction of
children...was.forbidden ■ In. church
buildings.". ."....•• '■ ..:':■.••

Soviet policy became even more
severe toward the end of. the 1920s,

when all church buildings. In Armenia
were declared the property of the state;

their use was allowed only by special

permission of the executive of the coun

ty in question. But, persecution reach-

Armenia.. In the, light of perestroika, v
spirituality which was repressed In the

past has been reawakened. People have

expressed a need for more religious in- ,
. struction and Bibles are In "great
demand. ■'-'-■A< ■.''•*•• "•*-;•.■'■■ ••■->.•'■."

■' "The religious awareness was very
high, just as the nationalistic feelings

were very high," recalls psychiatrist Dr.

Annan Goenjian, who has worked ex
tensively with survivors of the earth

quake. "People have faith in their Chris

tianity and there is a hunger for religious
leadership."

Rev. Berj Djambazian, senior pastor
of the United Armenian Church in
Hollywood has sensed that a new

courage has overtaken the Armenian

people in their coming forward to

declare their spiritual feelings. "It is not

just in the last year that this reawaken
ing has been happening," asserts Rev.

Djambazian. "This reawakening always
existed, but because of the political

pressure, it was an underground move

ment. Now, the people are expressing

themselves freely. The spiritual

teachings our fathers have passed on to

us for centuries in music, drawing, and
poetry have, had their effect." Rev.

Djambazian delights in adding that

thousands are being baptized in Et-
chmiadzin, while a series of churches
that were converted to museums "and

. even barns" are being reopened as wor-
. ship sites. •

;v He recounts an episode of his.recent*r *•• t-'"««'««"»* wui| puitfuvuuun igg\«i |- - - ■ iw ■ uwwuiim on opiauug ui fits luuolll

ed its height between 1929 and.1936, trip.to Armenia, which coincided with
"By-'-1932,-r the."congregation" of~Et- Armenian Christmas. "It was 15 degrees
chmiadzin was reduced to 20 persons, below zero. There had been a snow
who led a 'humble/ almost miserable '..storm," he recalls. "Despite all this cold
M- f .._!.„ t. ,._ ....._. weather; this snowy and windy day.life/' writes Matossian. "Monks were
forbidden to leave Etchmiadzin without
police permission." She theorizes that
these persecutions led the younger
generations to grow up a-roUgious or
antf-religious. ' .

- There is practically no adequate,

historical analysis available on the Arme-
' nian Church covering the period from

the Great Purge (1936-1938) to the pro-

over a hundred young Armenians had

gathered together on the outskirts of

Yerevan to celebrate Armenian
Christmas. And the worship .service

lasted from three to four hours! ATI tha
people were on their feet all this time/'
he tells with wonder.' :•.•/;:.''.-/•

Tha revival in the homeland will be
hard to hold back bocause it is a spiritual

v njsna turned to God: "Some yefled at

. him, some cursed him...some praised

him, yet they all acknowledged God.";'"
He points to appropriate timing and
political situation for the explosion of •>■
spirituality, since these factors triggered '-

religious feelings and allowed them to

foster. Such a development could not
have been possible during the time of

Stalin, the deacon hastens to add. He

mentions that alongside the Armenian

Government, tha Soviet Government
and all other liberation movements in

the world are recognizing the place of

religion in the life of a nation and offers

Poland, East Germany, Panama,

Nicaragua, and South Africa as
examples.

REACTION TO YEARS

OF POLITICAL REPRESSION .
When faced with the question

whether the Increase in religious expres
sion in Armenia is genuine or just a reac-;
tion to years of political repression, ex- '
perts are unwilling to venture a definite

response, as most see the matter as a '

misty, gray area. ''.' ' ; • ■'

• "There is a little bit of both," says ''
Rev. Dr. Fr. Levon Zekiyan, head of the

Armenology Department at the Univer
sity of Venice. He observes that people
who had previously not thought about
spiritual matters are now beginning to
do so, but fears that the'revival partial
ly exists, as a product of "almost an ir-;;'
rational animosity towards' anything.'"
with the word 'socialist' attached to it.",'
The nation is living in a state of con- '
troversy regarding everything that

belongs to the system," Fr. Zekiyan'•"
continues, and the controversy b a reac
tion to repression that the people have
experienced; thus,' anything which is "
connected to, that repression creates '
animosity. '"" '.■•i-•■•-■• •■■

Deacon Tchilingirian also views the
matter from multiple angles. ."One is ob- '.

viously that whenever there Is any kind
of persecution of a nation, there is more
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The Struggle for ordination
by Taline Salamian

rV THE 2J WORSHIPERS AT SAINT

■ • '. • •
could Ram experience that could ultimately get them '
elcded%s bishop,.

I n HOI LYWOOD ONE RECENT SUNDAY. women piesiding elders fn (he Soulhern California area.
Rev. Marian Young, who became an elder In 19B7, said

IBwereelderlywomen. Most sat onbencheson the right ,^,5 could be a woman bishop In the nexl 10 years. Rev.

jide of the church, behind a wooden gate thai separated Young Is an assistant pastor at Waid AME church in los
ihem fiom an altar elevated high overhead. Behind the Angeles
(■ate, a row of ornate chairs weie reserved for the priests ^^ somewomenwere ordained In the Armenian church,

and bishops of the Armenian church. However they were only allowed to be lower-ranked
No woman has ever sat on these chairs. Since the deacons. "TheChurchhasatraditlonofwomendeacons.

founding of the Armenian church In the founh century.^ ,y$ nol unheaid of,' Deacon Hratch Tchilinglrlan of St.

only men have filled the positions of real authority In Ihe^ Pelef Armenian Apostolic Church said. Tor most male \
clnnch. Aspriests.blshopsandCaihoticosftheeqoIvalent bacons, this Is only a stepping stone towards the"

i)f ihe Pope in the Catholic churchl only they could serve priesthood. Tor women, their career ends here,
the sacraments such as communion, baptism and Although the church allows male deacons to marry.

marriage.

Recently, some women In

ihe Armenian church have

begun to struggle for the
eventual o'dination ofwomen

into the priesthood. Tor now

ihcir demands are limited to
beingacceptedasdeaconswho

do not have the authority lo

l<erform ihe sacraments.

some 14 centuries later and
half a world away, womenwon

[heir struggle to be ordained

early ihis century. The African

Methodise Episcopal (AME)

church, established In

marriedwomenhave difficultybeing accepted as deacons.
The few women deacons in the

Armenian church were

mayrabeds or celibale women

who were Isolated in convents,

said Louise Kalemkerian who Is

struggling lo be ordained as a
deacon In the Armenian church.

Kalemkerian, who Is married

and has two children, met a

woman deacon, Hripsime, in

1966 who was astonished that a

married woman was hoping to

be ordained. 'You can'l be like

me because you're married,"

in the 192O'J.

"Truths were first

revealed to

women/'

said. The

the Son of God was

coming to Earth was

first delivered to Mary.
Alcn ujrtmon WPrP fir<;f- and cleaned the church Instead

nothing (in the Also women were iirsi of ass]sl!ng |he p,,csl ,n his

religious duties.

wa$ an

Scriptures) thai prevents

women frombelngordalned,*

said Rev. AdandeWashington,

who became an AME church
elder In 1990. The position of

elder In the AME church Is

comparable to the position of
priest in the Armenian church.

The patriarchal structure

uf bolh the Armenian and ihe
AMEchurchstillforceswomen ■

out of positions of leadership.

1 his contrasts sharply with the spiriluaiily of the women

in bolh churches.

to receive the news of

Jesus' resurrection.

'The stupid men

wouldn't believe it."

various

Kalemkcrlan said.

Women In the AME church
Insisted that their callingtoscrve

Cod was as legitimate as the

men's, Rev. Washington said.

Their persistence forced the
church lo lift the restraints on

women.

This change did not contradict

— the teachings of Christ. Women

- as ordained members of the

church are not barred In the Bible, Although some
people can find justifications In the Bible to keepwomenin Doin cnurcnes. . pcopiecaniinajusinicaiion5inincDiuiciu*ci:|j»»u"«;..

•My mother and grandmother were spiritual. My out o( leadership positions, these passages **** t0 °«
father was not particularly religious but he was the one pjace{j in , historical context, Rev. Washington said,
on the parish council.* said Reverend Flora Keshgegian, One passgge forbids women to speak in church,
who was raised In the Armenian Church but Is row One nec(jj 1o understand that, at the time of Jesus,

ordained In the Episcopal church, said. women were nol educated enough lo speak In church.
Women In the AME church are still struggling for full Rev Washington said.

equality. Nowoman hasever been elected bishop. They Also, because Eve was created fiom the lib ofAdam,

were allowed lo become deacons and elders, but only many people (ce\ she was subordinate to him. Rev.
rarelydidtheybecomepresidingeldcrs. Presidingelders younghas a different view on the status of Eve. 'Shewas

taken from Adam's side, not his tailbone, not his head,*

she said. So Eve and Adam stand side-by-side.

'Jesus dealt equitably with women from within tlie

confines of patriarchal society,' Kalemkcrlan said. |esus

meant to include women among his followers but the

sexist society in which he lived limited him.

'Truths were firsl revealed towomen," she said, llm

Truth that the Son of God was coming to Earth was fust

delivered to Mary. Also women were first lo receive the

news of Jesus' resurrection. 'The stupid men wouldn't

believe ll."

The Armenian church cannot easily accept these

Interpretations. During Its on-going life or Trndillon

since Jesus, it has developed certain Truths based on the

Bible. One of these Truths excludes women from

O'dinaiton to the priesthood, Dc. Tchiftngidan said.

Over the years, the Armenian church has also developed

Into a conservative Institution, relegated to preserving

the Armenian culture, Rev. Keshgegian said.

Deacon Tchilingirian agrees and sees ground for

change. The Armenian church should become liberated

from ils narrow outlook on the outside world, he said.

However, the status of women In the chuich cannot be

reassessed In light of the church's Tradition.

The church sometimes adapts to the times but this is

limited. *lf a Truth can be changed then it's not a Truth.'

Dc. Tchilingirian said.

Kalemkerian does not agree. "The church Is a living

and breathing body... It must grow and adapt,* she said.

This Is especially Important because there is a shon?ge of

clergy In the Armenian church, Kaicmkerlan said.

Women are barred from the priesthood for another

reason. The communily may not accept them, Dc.

Tchilingirian said.

This Is also a problem In the African Methodist

fpiscopal church. 'Some AME congregations refuse in

have women as preachers/ Rev. Young said. Regardless,

the official AME policy is in favor of the ordination of

women.

' Even ifwomen are ordained as priests in the Armenian

church, ll Is not going to solve these problems, bolli

Katemkerlan and Dc Tchilingirian agree. "If women a<c

ordained, It's not going lo be an easy road," she said. But

this is not ground enough for denying them ordination.

"It's a cop out,* she said.
Rev. Washlngtonhad a calling to serve Cod In 1982.

'I've had only one sleepless night In my life,* she said. *l

laid In bed from ten or eleven o'clock and It was eleven,

twelve, one and I could not get to sleep. It was tlvee and
I could nol gel to sleep.* finally, when she said, 'I have

lo preach,* she was able to sleep.

We need to listen to what women are saying when

they have a calling, she said. *lfs a compulsion" which

cannot be denied.

'It's a call to leadership not |ust to express your own
spirituality,* Rev. Keshgegian said. Ordination Is tde

ctturch'soffictalacknowicdgemeni. *You arcempowered

to be In a leadership position, to prench, to offer the

MCTamenls,* Kalemkerian said.
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.VAN NUYS, M4rl 3T-"0he'bf the most terr^'nglealitips tq Intrude on"bur j&pbiet^
during the'past ten."years has been"AlQS.;The incidence of AiDS is on the in^:
crease/yet^thefe isrnojjke(y cure in sight."^ .,-.;. <:!",v- '.-rri'i % ^i V;C ' ^7 ^%.;

. "The Armenian cbmmunity is.nqt immune to the intrusions ofthis disease. Many ~

within thicommunity have^uestibns, serious questions, whichi Remand open and:

truthful answers.'!'' -...~i;■.'-.. - .-•- .-*. "'■ ■\:i*O~--.' '.^^ :j\: ■■^^'■^\^-^h-:^:
" It is with'this fritentibri, that the Senior and Junior Armenian Christian Youth;

Organization (ACYO) Chapters of,St. Peter Armenian Church of Van Nuys are:i
jointiy sponsbringa presentation on AIDS, which will feature Dr. Victor jsraele
and Dr. Michael Mekjiah; both from the Cedars-Sinai Hospital Medical^.Center ip;

Lbs Xrigelesr;:.""^-' v:^v:'-"-: -,-. ,s:'- :■ ..■ ■ ." -• •• "'' " ',*"'
: Th'erewill also be a presentationi ofa video about the Christian response to the
reality of AlDSyw^ich was prepared by the Greek Orthodox Archdicfcese of North-
arid South'America". There will bea question and answer period with the featured;
speakers,1 FK Varten Kasparian and Deacon Hratch: Tchilingirian,r following the;

presentations;^' >c^'>''-:y-:^-:-*":.-V!-' ',.J' "■ " '--'"•'"■ '■: '•■r:>'<- • ' r>-:: * >:■■■•. '■■:**■;l ~.;:

The SuridaV; Mar- 3 panej.oh AIDS wijl take place at 7:30 at the St. Peter Arm..
Church: 17231 Sherman Way; Van Nuys. For more info, call (818) 344-4860.D.
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(213V 225-5466^ 22S^limo

5°



Issue 19-Vot.VI.FEB.15,1991 23

|

Han Lecture On

OffAGBU Series
u... the monuments... have been

used as political tools to disprove

Armenian ownership of Karabagh..."

In addition to the natural ravages

of time, weather and earthquakes

many of the churches and monasteries

in the area have been descrated, with

Armenian writing and reliefs sand

blasted off the walls of the buildings.

Discussed by Dr. Der Manuelian is

the difficulty faced by herself and her

art historian colleagues in Yerevan in

attempting to study these monuments.

She explained the life threatening situa

tions for many historians as they try to

photograph the structures there by

preserving and proving their existence

and enabling other scholars to study

the photos and place the era and style

of the many churches and art work.

Dr. Der Manuelian has spent

many months in Armenia studying the

historic sites and has even traveled by

helicopter to photograph mountain

side structures presently threatened

with destruction by forces who would

like to see all remnants of Armenian in

fluence removed from the region. By

documenting the existence of these

structures through photographs it

becomes more difficult for hostile par

ties tolleny their, existence.

Further expanding on the art and

architecture of the region, Dr. Der

Manuelian used the photos of her slide

presentation to detail the presence of

Armenians in Karabagh and to show

the various influences of religious

Please, See page 24
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Antonovich Welcomes Deacon Tchilinginan

Chairman Mike Antonovich of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

presents a certificate of appreciation to Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian of the Si.

Peters Armenian Orthodox Church in Van Nuys for leading the invocation

before a Board of Supervisors meeting.

IMPORTED

CONTEMPORARY

FURNITURE
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'owest prices
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.; Chairman Mike Antonovich of the Los Angeles County Board of
.• :.-,:/. ^'%?P#?PP Pfes?nts a certificate of appreciation to Deacon llratch
r^^^;i^^^'^r^c^/' Fc^Armenian Orthodox Church in Van
'■rM0^&^M^ be/°tre a Boardpf Supervisors meet-

Parliament VP

PR.OJECT

The Armenian-Assembly is seeking a P/oject Admmjs*"
trator for its housing component manufacturing conv;

This individual, 'who will b? based in Gumairi,:;wil|Ibe2
responsible for providing project1 coordination 'be-'"
tween Armenia and the United States and will func--
tion as support staff for the Assembly's on-site manage
ment team comprised of a Manufacturing Superinten

dent and Project Manager for site and planning engin-.
eering. In addition, this individualwill serve as liaison
with the Assembly's A.I.D. funded on-site Construc
tion training program.

Strong administrative skills required, including-PC .
proficiency, fluency: in Armenian (written and oral)'
strongly preferred. Minimum one year ^commitments
required. ; ;: ... " •': N-';-'-■'■

■ <• • ■/

Respond to:. .. • ' v :" . I. '-;.:, ;:;7"v^

'"' 'Armenian Assembly of .America Relief Fud Inc"'
122 "C" Street, IMW :- ;• ; :""•.;■ •;-::r

Suite 350 - '-.

Washington, DC 20001
(202)393-3434 :' . :: :

OBSERVER

F S X Neater is

THOROUGHBRED - r;*-^
HORSE RACING^ -f ; > -^^,

;; J needed'for;racing.in,;!(;j/;:^n;.'

;j;Southcm:Caliiprnia^i; -{'.;
■;:-J Partniersliips-available;.j-w.V^;ft

j Big Dividends.vJr*';j'*;^':■•.'■•' -'«:'■■''/'

'!■: caV/-:r::-v': v;; - '•:■'■
I .■■:: GREGORY VARTANlAN

! ^\CING.STABLES: :

; * (818)303-5733' ;:\; •

INSTRlfcTIONAL ASSISTANT, (S8.21 -:S\0 52/h^ur> ;'x-
MONTEBELLO UNIFIED SCHOQL.DISTRICT ;: - Jv; !:
123 S/Montebello BlvdvMontebcllo^CAg0640Y ^ *>;^::<v
- . , ,(213) job-une... ■ -:\ ^:/.:;; ■;.;\-^:S}?J;;^:
Education/experience equivalent •' to. graduatidn Tiio^V't
high school and some experichcQ ..working withfchild re ri^in*^\ earnings poteiritial^*>>^.''S'^/'V"'•?-.*•
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Theological Implications of
Genocide Analyzed at Conference
TUJUNGA—Theological implications

of the Armenian Genocide was the sub

ject of a conference, organized by the

Armenian Church Research and

Analysis Group, held last month.

Dr. Vigen Guroian of Loyola College

in Maryland, main speaker for the con

ference, presented "Genocide and

Christian Existence: Theology after the

Armenocide."
By reviewing Genocide literature and

making a comparison between the
Genocide and the Holocaust, he argued

his main thesis: the Christology of the

Armenian Church and its ability to deal
with the theme of suffering and the
Cross. "Armenocide and subsequent

Armenian history beckon the Armenian

Church to turn a theology of the cross

to heal the nation," he added.

The first respondent, Dr. Donald E.

Miller of the USC School of Religion,

discussed the problem of evil within a
general context and underlined the im

portance of understanding the Genocide

from a religious point of view. "The
Armenian people have much to offer a

response to Christendom, because sure

ly their history has been marked by more

intense suffering than any nation of
which I am aware," commented Miller.

The second respondent, Rev. Hratch

Tchilingirian of the Window Quarterly,
referring to the relationship between

Church and Nation, pointed out that

"one of the problems in Armenian reali
ty is the fact that Church and Nation
relationship is taken for granted... The
church is seen as the principle

stronghold of nationalism, but we do
not have a clear understanding nor a

definition of what it means...the
historical as well as the contemporary

implications of this relationship must be

scrutinized in this light."
Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejian of USC was

moderator. D

Panelist* (I to r.}: Rev. Vazken Movse»ian, Rev. Hratch Tchilingirian. Dr. Vlgen
Guroian, Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejian, and Dr. Donald E. Miller
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Yerevan Institute of Economics

in 1975. He has published over

60 papers on various economic

issues.

In addition to Gagik

Hanitunian, thirteen other senior

government officials from

Armenia will address the

"Armenia faces enormous

economic and political challenges

ahead, and without economic

independence, political indepen

dence may not be achieved.

Symposium-91 will provide a

forum for presentations and

discussions of various elements

industrialists of Armenian

descent, founded in 1933 in

Southern California. AESAwas

the sponsor and organizer of the

unprecedented first World

Congress ofArmenian engineers,

scientists, and industrialists held

in Los Angeles in August 1989.

Research & Analysis Group Holds Theological Conference
. TUJUNGA,CA-Organized

by the Armenian Church

• Research and Analysis Group,

a conference dealing with the

theological implications of the

Armenian Genocide was held on

January 17, 1991, with an

enthusiastic participation of the

greater Los Angeles Armenian

community.

The main speaker was Dr.

Vigen Guroian ot Loyola

College, Maryland, who present

ed a paper entitled, "Genocide

and Christian Existence: Theo

logy after .the Armenocide."

After introducing the subject and

its rationale, Dr. Guroian

reviewed the Genocide literature

-and made a juxtaposition of

theArmenian genocide with the

Jewish Holocaust. The main

thesis of Guroian's position

centered on the Christology

of the Armenian Church and its

ability to deal with the

theme of suffering and the

Cross. The last-., section of

Guroian's paper <lealt with the

issue of "Power anfl-Powerless-

ness," and the "Theology of the

Cross." In his conclusion, Dr.

Guroian said, "It has been the

underlying thesis of this paper

that the Armenocide and

, subsequent Armenian history

I beckon the Armenian Church
to turn to a theology of the cross

to heal the nation..^ post-Ar-

menocide theology requires a

reinterpretation ofthe Church's

relationship to power...a shift in

emphasis from a theology of

glory to a theology of. the

cross...and a total participation

in the lives of the suffering and

afflicted, friend and stranger

alike."

The first respondent, Dr.

Donald E. Miller ofUSC, School

77i(? /jfl/ie/, L. to JR.: Dr. Donald E. Miller, Rev. Hratch

Tchilingirian, Dr. Vigen Guroian, Dr. R. Hrair Dekmejian, Rev.

Vazken Movsesian.

of Religion, discussed the

problem of evil within a general

context and underlined the

importance of understanding the

Genocide from a religious point

of view. He stated that, "...not

only is the survival of the

Armenian Church dependent on

confronting the genocide of its

people, but the whole of the

Christian Church must offer a

response to the human proclivity

for evil.... The Armenian people

have much to offer to Christen

dom, because surely their history

has been marked by more

intense suffering than any natio'n

of which I am aware." The

second respondent, Rev. Hratch

Tchilingirian of Window Quar

terly, discussed the issue from

an ecclesial point of view. In

reference to the Armenian

Church and Nation relationship,

Rev. Tchilingirian pointed out

that, "one of the problems in

Armenian reality is the fact that

Church and Nation relationship

is taken for granted. He said that

"the church is seen as the

'principle stronghold of national

ism,' but we do not have a clear

understanding nor a definition

of what it means...the historical

as well as the contemporary

implications of this relationship

must be scrutinized in this light."

Following the responses, Dr.

R. Hrair Dekmejian of USC, the

moderator, made some conclud

ing remarks and conducted a

lively discussion with the audi

ence.

Tor your convenience

fax your news to the office

of

The Armenian Reporter

(718)380-8057

by the Governor, on

State Senate Rules G

and one by the Speak

Assembly.

Simonian is a memt

American, California

Diego Societies of

Pharmacists, and has £

President of the Sa:

Society. He has lecture

sively and has publishe

articles in various

journals.

In the aftermath of

earthquake in Armen

and his younger brothe:

who is also a clinical ph

were called to duty to

injured. As members of

Department's "Ar

SEARCH

By HAC
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COMMUNITY BULLETS f^

New Publication Opens Window
to the Armenian Church

RESEDA, Calif.—The Armenian

Church Research and Analysis Group

has released the first issue of Window

View of the Armenian Church, a

quarterly publication.

The Group, consisting of clergy and

laity of the Armenian Church, has ap-

• pointed Rev. Fr. Vazken Movsesian and

Rev. Dn. Hratch Tchilingirian as editors

of the new publication. ■ . • ■ •

"Window is aimed at the dedicated

Armenian Church worker, ordained or

not, to give a proportioned perception

of the majestic Armenian Church," says

Movsesian. Issues will be topic-oriented,

challenging the reader to see the Arme

nian Church from a new vantage point.

Commenting on the scope of the

publication, Tchilingirian writes:

"Sometimes we need a window view of

ourselves, because by removing

ourselves from the picture we gain

greater insight into what truly is there."

The January issue includes such ar-

tides as "View through A Window of

Love," "The Problem of Improvement,"

and "A Pious Minimalism."

Subscription is $12 a year. For an in

troductory copy, readers may send their

name and address to: The Group, 17808

Sherman Way, Suite 315, Reseda, CA

91335. Window is also available on the

SAIN electronic information network

(1-800-257-1846; transfer: 300/1200

baud). D
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Church Publishes New Quarterly
. RESEDA. Calif. - Window, a

publication of the Armenian

Church Research and Analysis

Group, has been released.

The new publication, a quarter

ly, is edited by Rev. Vazken

Movsesian and Rev. Hralch

Tchilingirian.

"Window is the result of a

year's planning." Rev. Movse

sian said. "It is aimed at the

dedicated Armenian Church

worker, ordained or not. to give

a proportioned perception of the

majestic Armenian Church."

Issues will be topic-oriented,

challenging the reader to see the

Church from a new vantage

point, the editors said.

Subscription is $ 12 a year. For

an introductory copy, contact.

The Group. 17808 Sherman

Way. Suite 315. Reseda. CA

91335. Window is also available

on the SAIN electronic informa

tion network (M08-257-1846:"
transfer: 300/1200 baud). •- '
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Seminary Conducts Recruiting

Effort in Western Diocese

5/. Nersess Representatives Meet with

Seminary Candidates in California

With the encouragement of The Most Rev. Abp. Vatche

Hovsepian, Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenian

Church, the Seminary recently undertook a large sc2le

campaign to seek potential students for St. Nersess from the

Western Diocese. During the month of February, Fr. Mardiros

Chevian and Dn. Michael Findikyan travelled to California,

where they met personally with numerous young men who

have expressed an interest in the vocation of priesthood in the

Armenian Church, and in the educational programs of St.

Ncrsess Seminary. Dn. Michael has been a part-time recruiter

for the Seminary since last fall.

Retreat in Los Angeles

Fr. Mardiros spent one week in Los Angeles, where he

conducted a retreat on the topic, "Considering the Career of

Priesthood in the Armenian Church." Five young men

Dn. Hralch TchUingirlan leads a discussion during recruitment retreat in
Los Angeles.

Fr. Mardiros Ckevian meets with Abp. Vatche Hovsepian, Primate,

Western Diocese.

participated in the retreat which included discussions on God's

call to His service in the Church; seminary life and

qualifications for those interested in applying to St. Nerscss;

and the life and work of a parish priest. Fr. Mardiros also met

with each participant to discuss individual questions and

concerns about the call to ministry in the Armenian Church.

Dn. Hralch Tchilingirian, Assistant to the Pastor of St. Peter

Armenian Church, Van Nuys, California, organized the retreat

and led one of the discussions.

Fr. Mardiros also addressed several Armenian Church groups

in the Los Angeles area regarding the work of St. Nersess

Seminary. In addition, he spoke to 100 seventh, eighth and

ninth-grade students of the A. G. B. U. Marie Manoogian

School about the leading role which clergymen have taken in

the history of the Armenian people.

He also met with Abp. Hovsepian and discussed with him

the progress of the Seminary, and the prospects for students

from his diocese.

Concurrent with Fr. Mardiros1 visit, Dn. Michael conducted

a similar retreat in Fowler for the central region. Nine men

participated in this retreat. Fr. Kevork Arakelian, St. Gregory

Armenian Church, Fowler, organized the retreat and led a

session. Fr. Vartan Kasparian was also present and likewise

led one of ihe discussions.

Dn. Michael also visited the northern region, where he met

candidates for ihe seminary in Cupertino and Oakland.
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ACYOA Holds First National Retreat

. DUNLAP, Ca. - The Armenian

Church Youth Organization

(ACYO) of both Eastern and

Western.Diocese held its first

national retreat here during the

week of July 16, 1989. "One in

Christ" was the topic of this uni

que retreat which attracted par

ticipants from, throughout the

country.

The serene mountain atmos

phere of the Western Diocesan

Camp • offered a conducive

medium for spiritual growth.

During the week, the retreat par

ticipant were challenged to

learn about themselves, recog

nizing responsibilities to the

Church and world. With stimu

lating workshops and discus

sions, this, was an opportunity

for youth to search, discover

and grow. :

Rev. Fn Vazken Movsesian

served as retreaT master,

assisted by Rev. Deacon'Hratch

Tchiligerian. Classes were held

daily, with ample time for dis

cussions and meditations. The

days began and ended with wor

ship services, the retreat, was
structured so that the partici

pants moved from being "One

With the World" to "One in

Christ." Topics that were most

pertinent on the minds of the

youth were the focus of the dis

cussions. The issues ranged

from personal spiritual growth to

the global purpose and ministry

of the Armenian Church.

The retreat came to an end on

July 21 with the celebration of

the Divine Liturgy under the

clear morning sky of the moun

tain top retreat.

r

P'These'yburig'pebple carneffbmall over the^S: to,attend,the. \

'■'ACYO National Retreat in June.' /-•:>-.. y. •-* ;
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Participants of St. Nersess Alumni Association gather for a group photograph

St. Nersess Alumni Group Has Annual Meeting

NEW ROCHELLE. N.Y. - The

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary

Alumni Association met for its

Annual meeting on Monday,

May 22, 1989 at the Seminary

here.

Chairing the meeting was the

association's chairman, Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian of St.

Peter's Armenian Church, Van

Nuys, California. The associa

tion's meeting was scheduled to

follow graduation at the Semi

nary so that the alumni could

participate in the graduation

activities.

Participating in the delibera

tions were a record number of

alumni, 16. including the newest

members of the association, the

five 1989 graduates of the Semi

nary. Also present was an

observer from the Western Dio

cese. Fr. Vartan Kasparian.

Accomplishments of the

alumni association in 1988 were

reviewed. The preparation of the

1989 Vocation Day packets was

undertaken by the association,

packets which included sermon

outlines, Sunday School

Assembly programs, a promo

tional poster, pamphlets, and a

set of slides, which were dis

tributed to all parishes of the

Eastern and Western Diocese.

The Seminary Newsletter con

tinued to be a publication of the

Association, with Fr. Garabed

Kochakian retiring as editor

after two years, and Michael Fin-

dikyan assuming editorial

responsibility.

Plans for the 30th anniversary

celebration of the founding of

St. Nersess Seminary were

undertaken. The report of Fr.

Vartan Kasparian, the Regional

Recruiter of the Western Dio

cese, was heard. A lengthy dis

cussion on how to counter

anti-clerical and anti-church

sentiments in the Armenian

media took place, following a

presentation by Deacon Hratch

Tchilingirian. The alumni

agreed on the need for the

Church's perspective on current

Armenian issues to be pre

sented in the media, and

adopted a plan to write articles

on a regular basis.

The Rector, Fr. Mardiros

Chevian, reported to the alumni

on the various activities of the

student body, particularly their

efforts on behalf of Earthquake

Relief, their field work, and their

outstanding academic achieve

ment at St. Vladmir's Seminary.

The members commended Fr.

Mardiros on his continuing

good work on behalf of the

Seminary, and congratulated

this year's graduates, welcom

ing them into-, the alumni

association.

The Alumni Association

agreed to meet on May 21,1990,

for its next meeting, again corre

sponding to the weekend of the

Seminary graduation exercises.
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: Recently, St.-. Peter. Armenian

Church iri;Van Nuys,. California, held

its first Food Drive in association with

L.I.F.E.,' a non-profit hunger action

group which helps^ feed over 30,000

' needy citizens in the Lbs Angeles area

each week. The Food Drive was possi

ble through the support of the pastor,

Fr. Shahe Semerdjiah, and the parish

council. ... .

The problem of hunger in the

United States poses a serious question

not only to social agencies but to chur

ches too. Particularix in Los Angeles,
there are about l.*5 needy citizens —

many of whom are children or elderly.,

"We, Armenians, perhaps more! than

anybody else" can sympathize with the

plight of the hungry, because our own

children were driven into hunger dur

ing the massacres of 1915," said

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, pastoral

assistant, who is coordinating the Food

Drive at St; Peter* He said, "As Arme

nian Christians, it is also our calling to

help those who need us and need our

service of.love."

More than 200 pounds of food

was raised at the first food drive. St..

Peter Armenian Church is developing

the program further to include more

participation by the youth of the

church. It is hoped to make helping the -

needy a continuous effort of St. Peterv

parish. E3
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Food Drive at St. Peter

Armenian Church

Recently, St. Peter Armenian Church in Van

Nuys, Ca., held its first Food Drive in association

with L.I.F.E., a non-profit hunger action group

which helps feed over 30,000 needy \citizens in the

Los Angeles area each week. The Food Drive was

possible through the support of the pastor, Fr. Shahe

Semerdjian, and the parish council.
The problem of hunger in the United States

poses a serious question not only to social agencies
but to churches too. Particularly in Los Angeles,

there are about 1.5 million needy citizens—many of
whom are children or elderly. "We, Armenians,

perhaps more than anybody else can sympathize with

the plight of the hungry, because our own children

were driven into hunger during the massacres of
1915," said Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, pastoral

assistant, who is coordinating the Food Drive at St,

Peter. He said, "As Armenian Christians, it is also

our calling to help those who need us and need our

service of love."

More than 200 pounds of food was raised at the

first food drive. St. Peter Armenian Churchjs deve

loping the program further to include more participa

tion by the youth of the church. It is hoped to make

helping the needy a continuous effort of St. Peter

parish.

KATHY OHANIAN

l^i'l
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His Holiness Arrives in LAvwith Pomp,,and .Ceremony

a dozen of doves and throwing

at him petals of flowers (a tradi

tional sign of welcome and re-

verancc). -The ground of the few

hundred yards from the school'

to the Cathedral was also

LOS ANGELES - His Holi- .coming) ceremony;: Tlie trium-
ness, Vazkcn I, Cathollcos of All,, phant.. entrance of tlie Catholi-.

Armenians,",? arrwed ..in .luoSv.coSj. surrounded by .a hierarchy

Angeles last Thursday, .Nov/ 5,';': of,.robed clergy, and under a"
on the fourth leg of his'US-.canopy held by' lay leaders,'
pastoral trip after New'York,'.brought tears to the eyes of

Washington a"nd Fresno.. At Los many of the worshippers gath-

Angeles International'Airport, ered there,

amidst various, security, pre- Prior, to his' magnifieant

cautions, a crowd', of commu- entrance to the Cathedral, the

nity's religious and' lay digni- Catholicos stopped over at the

taries were there i to receive the Arshag Dickranian school where

historic visit of His Holiness, he was met by pupils Idling free

Following a delay of an hour' a dozen of doves and throwing

and a half, the Catholicos arrived

from Fresno on board Delta Air

line flight at 3:45 p.m. with his

entourage. Bouquets of flowers

were presented lo him by school ._ .... . _

• children. The reception given covered with petals of flowers as

and the press coverage was one the Catholicos's procession made,

befitting a high ranking state . its way.

official. ' "

Soon after the traditional The choir, which has been-

blessing of the bread and salt practicing avidly for monlhs in

ceremony, the Calholicos'spoke preparation for His Holiness' ar-

and expressed his joy saying: "1 rival rendered the sharasansmost

am deeply moved by the warmth beautifully adding a further,
of the feeling expressed by all of i0Uch lo the. emotion Tilled,

you who have come to witness atmosphere of the Cathedral,
the arrival of the Calholicos of Archbishop Valerie Hovsep-

ALI Armenians." Furthermore jan> Primate of the Western Dio-'

he added that this was his third- Ccsc and host to His Holincss's

trip to Los Angeles and spoke of visit welcomed the Catholicos
his visit to the East Coast as well • jn the name of Western Diocese

as expressed his warm feelings, and said that .the Armenian

towards, the meeting between. peOp|e see in His Holiness the

himself.: and the - President,'Vhistory of the Armenian Chris-
Ronald Reagan al:. thc.JVhite:j>'tian faith as well as the history

House.—-wi vr-.'-<-.s:i''v'--V^?i''!?^ of the Armenian people.'. >--v.V,"
trU^The. Mayor..of the City.o{£9£jjji&aXhcnzHifiHpiincsj^
Angeles, Tom Bradley? has*pro-. "an. Impatientlyvwaitin_
vided transport facilities to His which throughout' his message

can remain united because we."
are not divided and we are one .'•
nation and one church." ;

. His Holiness informed .the .f

gathered in the Calhedral that.i.

his meeting with President :«/

Ronald Reagan can almost be. ''_
classified as being friendly and

talked about the President's ap

preciative words about American
citizensof Armenian origin. The

Calholicos then spoke about his

message to the President by

which he urged him lo use his

high position for the propoga-.

lion of peace in the world.

The Catholicos further said

that his meeting with (he UN

Secretary General Perez de Cuel-

lar, was of great Importance and ■

especially that "I expressed my

satisfaction about the June 18, .

Strasbourg-based European Par

liament's recognition of the

1915 Genocide and hope that

Armenians from Armenia lo all •

corners of the Diaspora do, that -

the Genocide will soon be re

cognized by the U.N." Then he

said, "This path might lake a'

long time but we must not give

: up because our cause is really

■ and truly a just one." .

Unusually the crowd ap-

plauded for a long time in the

middle of the message. His Holi

ness ended his message thanking

his host. Archbishop Vatche

Hovsepian and said that, he is
accompanied by the.Chancellor

idd rnspt c

Holiness: a Limousine has been

put at the disposal of His Holi-

ness throughout his slay in Los

Angeles. While travelling from

the Airport to the St. Jdhn

Cathedral of Hollywood the

freeway was dosed for a short

lime in order to case access, to

His Hotiness's motorcade.

hang from each word he uttered.

He said that the main purpose

of his visit "was lo encourage

you further so that you remain

inscpcrable from the Armenian

Apostolic Church."

Refering to the American.

Armenian community. .the

Calholicos said "Let us find new

itaff bearer)

jartKechoyan." The crowd dis

persed satisfied and Tilled with

joy.

-ANIKESIIISH1AN

Hotinesss motorcade. • Calholicos said Let us find new
A crowd of over 500 were - mcans to keep our faith and Ar-

awailing for His Holiness at the menian heritage. In this modern

St. John Cathedral to-witness.. cra where .transport facilities are

the traditional Hiashapar (wel- available, the Armenian people

AWAITING HIS HOLINESS: Mr. and Mrs. Arshag Dickranian, Parsegh Kartalwn, Walter Karabian, Vart-

kcs Kourouyan {Principal of Dickraniun School), Hermine Mahscrejian, chairman of the Education Com

mittee of Dickranian School, Hrachta Setrakian (from Lebanon), and two students from Dickranian Ar

menian Day School in Hollywood with bquqets of flowers. •

TOP: His Holiness arriving at Los Angeles International Airport on

November 5, Thursday, mid he was led lo SI. John Cathedral under

the canopy, center, with clergymen, including deacons Allan Y. Jen-

dian and Hratch Tcliilingirian, bottom, welcoming Vchapar.
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St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 150 Stratton Road New Rochelle, New York 10804

Graduation At St. Nersess

Armenian Seminary

On the occasion of graduation of Deacon Hratch

Tchilingirian from St. Nersess/St. Vladimir's Seminary,

more than 175 friends and supporters of St. Nersess

gathered on the grounds of the Seminary on May 24th,

1987 to celebrate this happy event. Deacon Hratch is the

first graduate of St. Nersess since the Seminary moved

to New Rochelle.

The day's activities began with the celebration of the

Divine Liturgy in the Seminary's chapel.

The graduation ceremony was presided over by the

Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. An elaborate

buffet was coordinated by Yeretzgin Diane Chevian

whose tireless efforts made the celebration a memorable

experience. Seminarians Sarkis Hovhanessian and

Michael Findikyan provided the musical entertainment.

A short program included several speakers who con

gratulated Deacon Hratch and commented on the im

portant mission of the Seminary.The Honorable Vincent

Gurahian spoke on behalf of the Diocesan Council of

the Eastern Diocese, Mrs. Louise Kalemkerian on behalf

of the Seminary's AJumni Association, Seminarian Nor

man Odabashian, the student body, Dr. Thomas Sa-

muelian, the faculty, and Fr. Karekin Kasparian, the

Board of Directors. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, the Rector,

expressed the Seminary's joy intending out a disciple

into the vineyard of the Armenian Church," and its con

fidence that through the support of the community there

would be many others who would follow the example

of St. Nersess graduates in the years to come. Then

Deacon Hratch expressed his thanks and gratitude to all

those who were involved in organizing the reception and

specifically to Fr. Mardiros Chevian. He said, "Fr. Mar

diros has greatly contributed to my growth here at St.

Nersess since 1982 and has made St. Nersess a true Arme

nian Christian home for me. Deacon Hratch also re

flected on his five years experience at St. Nersess. He

said, "St. Nersess has provided me with colors and can

vas so that through the Armenian people I could paint

the glory of God." At the conclusion of the program,

the Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian presented

Deacon Hratch the St. Nersess Certificate and stressed

the importance of preparing future clergy for the Church.

He especially commended all those parents who en

courage and support their sons to become priests, ser

vants of God, in the Armenian Church.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian was born in Beirut

Lebanon, where he completed his formal education in

1976. He subsequently attended the Armenian Seminary

of the Jerusalem Patriarchate and graduated in 1979 and

was ordained a Deacon. In 1982 under the sponsorship

of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, Deacon

Hratch came to New York to further his education for

the priesthood in the Armenian Church. On May 18,

1984,Dn. Hratch received his Bachelor of Arts Degree

in Literature from Concordia College. During the sum

mer of 1986 he completed his Clinical Pastoral Educa

tion at Kings View Hospital in Reedley, Ca. On May

23, 1987, he was awarded a Master of Divinity degree

from St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary.

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of the West

ern Diocese, has appointed Deacon Hratch to St. Peter

Armenian Church, Van Nuys, Ca., as Assistant Pastor.

It. Nersess Fall Schedule
September 1-4

September 9-10

September 10

December 27-31

Seminarians' Orientation Retreat

Registration

Classes begin

Winter Religious Studies Program
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Deacon H. Tchilingirian First Graduate of St. Nersess Since 1982
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. - On

the occasion of the graduation
of Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian
from St, Nersess and St Vladim
ir's Seminaries, more than 175
friends and supporters of St.
Nersess gathered on the
grounds of the Seminary to cele

brate this happy event.

Deacon Hratch is the first
graduate of St. Nersess since

the Seminary established itself
in New Rochelle, N. Y. in 1982.
The day's activities began

with the celebration of the v
Divine Liturgy in the Seminary's
chapel with the Rev. Fr. Mardi

ros Chevian as celebrant. Arch
bishop Tiran Nersoyan presided
and delivered the sermon.

The graduation, ceremony
•was presided over* by Archbi
shop Torkom Manoogian, Pri
mate of the Eastern Diocese. An

elaborate buffet was coordi

nated by Yeretzgin Diane Che

vian whose tireless efforts made
the celebration a memorable
experience. Seminarians Sarkis

Hovhanessian and Michael Fin-
dikyan provided the musical

entertainment. A short program

; included several speakers who
congratulated Deacon Hratch

and commented on the impor-

. tant mission of the Seminary^.

Seminarian Norman Odaba-
shian spoke on behalf of the stu-

GRADUATE. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate and Deacon
Hratch Tchilingirian during the araduation ceremony at St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary, >. .'.?,... .;;:.

would follow the example of St.

Nersess graduates in the years

to come. Then Deacon Hratch

expressed his thanks and grati

tude to all thosejwho were

involved in organizing the
reception and specifically to Fr.

Mardiros Chevian.He said, MFr.

Mardiros has greatly contrib

uted to my growth here at St.

Nersess since 1982 and has

made St. Nersess a true Armen

ian Christian home and centerof

learning for me." Deacon Hratch

dent body; Dr. Thomas
Samuelian, the Faculty; Fr.

Karekin Kasparian, the Board of ■
Directors; Hon. Vincent Gura-
hian, the Diocesan Council of

the Eastern Diocese; and Mrs.

Louise Kalemkerian on behalf of
the Seminary's Alumni
Association.

Fr. Mardiros Chevian, the

Rector, expressed the Semi

nary's joy at "sending out

another disciple into the vine

yard of the Armenian Church,"

-and assured.that-through.the-
support of the community there

would be many others who1

gramt""':Archbishop Torkom

Manoogian, President of the St.

Nersess Board of Directors,

'presented'Deacon Hratch with

the St. Nersess Certificate and in

his words stressed the impor

tance of preparing future clergy

.for the Church. He especially

commended all those parents

who encourage and support

their sons to become priests,

servants of God, in the Armen

ian Church.

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian

was bom in Beirut, Lebanon,

where he completed his primary

and secondary education in

1976. He subsequently attended

the Armenian Seminary of the

Jerusalem Patriarchate and

graduated in 1979 and**was

ordained a Deacon. In 1982,

under the sponsorship of the

also reflected on his five years

experience at St. Nersess.

At the conclusion of the pro-

Western Diocese of the Armen

ian Church of America, Deacon

Hratch came to New.York to
further his education for the prir

esthood in the Armenian

Church. On May 18. 1984; Dea

con Hratch received his Bache

lor of Arts Degree in Literature

from Concordia College. During

the "summer of 1986 he com
pleted his Clinical Pastoral Edu

cation at Kings View Hospital in

Reedley, Ca. On May 23,1987 he-

was awarded a Master of Divin

ity degree from St. Vladimir's

Orthodox Theological Seminary

of Crestwood, New York.

Archbishop :Vatche Hovse-

pian. Primate of the Western

Diocese, has appointed Deacon

Hratch. to St^tfeter Armenian

Church, Van" Nuys, Ca, as
Assistant Pastor;



'
1

T
h
e

fl
rm

cn
la

n
Mi
rr
or
-S
pe
ct
at
or

?•■
i

d
^
^
i

ti
on

of
D
e
a
c
o
n
-

r
.
_

*„
*.
„„
*

gi
ri
an

^f
ro

m:
St

0e
rs

es
s:

an
d,

St
!,

:.V
la

di
mi
rl

s^
Se
mi
h^
ie
si
^
m
o
r
£

th
an

17
5.

ff
ie

nd
sa

n<
i
su

pp
or

te
rs

.!
.o
f
.t
he
:'
SL
;N
er
se
sV
ga
th
er
ed

on
;

th
e
g
r
o
u
n
d
s
;b

ft
he
.
S
e
m
i
n
a
r
y

to
.

ce
le

br
at

e
;■
th
e)
;
ev

en
t.

.:
•D
e
a
c
o
n

^
y
i
n
e

Lj
tu

rg
y/

in
th
e.

S
e
m
i
n
a
r
y
'
s
.

<]
■

'•
^.
di
ro
s
VC

he
vi

ar
iv

as
v!
ce
le
br
an
t3
$

:.
./

-*
A

1
t

•
I

■'
m
.

•
.'
'!

Y»
-"

•
:'••

'
•

••
•

'■
''

■•I
t-:

':.
-

^j
^T

fe
?■

•:
'
gr

ad
ua

ti
on

.^
ce

re
mo

ny
^^

:£
'w

as
'
pr

es
id

ed
,
o
v
e
r
b
y
;
A
r
c
h
b
i
:
H

^
^
s
h
p
p
i
^
o
r
k
o
m

M
a
n
b
o
g
i
a
n
,

.\

A
r
c
h
b
p
.
T
o
r
k
o
m
M
a
n
o
o
g
i
a
n

r
e
a
d
s

th
e
d
i
p
l
o
m
a
a
w
a
r
d
e
d

to
D
e
a
c
o
n

H
r
a
t
c
h

Tc
hi
li
ng
ir
ia
n
(
3
r
d
f
r
o
m

r.
).
S
e
c
o
n
d
f
r
o
m

ri
gh
t

is
R
e
v
.
Fr

.
M
a
r
d
i
r
o
s

'
C
h
e
v
i
a
n
.

.
'

'
■

•
"

d
u
a
t
e

o
f
S
t
.
'
N
c
r
s
e
s
s

s
i
n
c
e

t
h
e

S
e
m
i
n
a
r
y

e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
e
d

it
se

lf
in

N
e
w

R
o
c
h
e
l
l
e
,
N
e
w

Y
o
r
k

in

19
82

.:
'

'
/•

.'
'•
.

•;
"'
«■
'

"•
>!

;.
.

.'

T
h
e

d
a
y
'
s

ac
ti
vi
ti
es

b
e
g
a
n

w
i
t
h

t
h
e
c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
i
o
n
o
f
t
h
e
D
i
-

P
r
i
m
a
t
e
o
f
t
h
e
E
a
s
t
e
r
n
D
i
o
c
e
s
e
.

A
n

e
l
a
b
o
r
a
t
e

b
u
f
f
e
t

w
a
s
.
.
c
o
o
r

di
na

te
d
'
b
y

Ye
re

tz
gi

n.
,
Di

an
e.

.\
C
h
e
v
i
a
n
w
h
o
s
e

ef
fo

rt
s
m
a
d
e
th
e

.

.c
el
eb
ra
ti
on

a
m
e
m
o
r
a
b
l
e

ex
-

p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
.
'
-
S
e
m
i
n
a
r
i
a
n
s

S
a
r
k
i
s

Ho
Yh

an
es

si
aj

i.
an

d
Mi
ch
ae
l
Fi
n-

%-
\
^A
t^
th
e
co
nc
lu
si
on

of
-t
he

pr
o:
?.
^
.d

er
.A

e.
sp

pn
so

rs
hi

pp
tt

he
We
s£
:,

di
ky

an
'
pr
ov
id
ed

";
tl

ie
yr

nu
si

ca
l

;'*
•g
ra
ni
^
Xr
ch
oi
sh
op

Ma
nb
og
ia
n^
^^

en
te

rt
ai

nm
en

t.
A

sh
or
t
pr

og
ra

m
pr

es
id

en
t

of
.,

;t
he

,,
St

.,
;
Ne
rs
es
s
.■

/C
hu

rc
h
of

^m
er

.i
ic

aS
he

.c
am

e.
tb

;
in

cl
ud

ed
■s
ey

cr
al

vs
pe

ak
er

s
wh
o.
..

•■*.
Bp

ar
d^

of
,.
pi

re
ct

or
^,

»,
pr

es
en
te
d,
!-
:]
l^
eW
.Y
iO
rk

,t
o
fu
rt
he
r;

hi
s
(e

d.
uc

.a
-V

cp
ng
ra
tu
la
te
dv
^e
^e
ac
on
^a
nd
^^
^

ti
oV

fb
rj

ie
^r

i^
th

S^
^n

Ma
y^

Se
mi

na
ri

an
.^

or
]r

ha
nt

]p
da

b^
^

ia
n
s
p
p
k
e
^
^
h
a
l
g
f
t
j
^
^
t
u
^
^
O
^
^

th
e
su

mm
er

'o
£'

i9
8g

hc
l.

pq
mp

l^
■

d
e
n
t
:
b
o
d
y
»
^
^
o
^
a
^
j
5
a
m
^
c
l
^
^
n
^
d
^
^

te
dh

is
Cl
in
ic
al
;E
as
Jp
ra
j
Ed

uc
a'

:.
ia

n,
-t

he
fa

cu
lt

v.
^F

r.
'.
Ka
re
ki
n!
.
*
'
c
n
c
a
u
r
a
0
<
*
$
k
n
n

:<
:f
mr
\r
\r
t~
>i
Ua
\+
L.

•
ti
on

a
t
K
i
n
E
S
-
V
i
c
W
i
H
o
s
o
i
t
a
l

i
n

he
,w

as
,a

wa
rd

ed
a^
iy
la
st
er

of
.D

if
,

-
?
a
n
^
p
u
f
l
c
u
^
p
^
^

yi
ni
ty
,d
eg
re
e

fr
om

'l
.S

tl
Yl
ad
i-
:.

Di
oc

es
e,

';
an

dj
Mr

sJ
:L

pu
^e

^K
a^

jr
j
D
e
a
c
o
n
.
H
r
a
t
c
h

JT
ch

il
in

gi
ri

an
'■

■;
.•
mi
r^
s
Or
.t
hp
dp
x^
he
ol
og
ic
al
'S
e;
J-
.

le
ni
ke
ri
an

pn
,b

eh
al

f^
pf

:t
he

!S
e-

^y
:;

W^
m
i
n
a
r
y
'
s

A
l
u
m
n
i
-
As

so
ci

at
io

n^
^"

.'
;«
w
h
e
r
e
,
h
e
co
mp
le
te
d.
hi
s
p
r
i
m
a
^
!

Y
o
r
k
.

\.'
.■'

;.
,:.

,••
r.
m>

'.
^^

'
^-
,

'•'
}'

«•
Fr
;_
Ma

rd
ir

os
^C

hc
yi

an
/J

th
c"

rc
c^

'v
h
ry
;
a
n
d
's
ec
on
da
ry

;c
du
ca

li
on

'
in
;'
,

..
Ar

ch
bi

sh
op

•V
.y

ai
qJ

i£
:v

.'
Ho

ys
c-

:'
'

to
r,
'
cx
pr
es
se
d'
Uh
c^
Sc
mi
na
^'
s}
.^
;^

jo
y
at

"s
en
di
ng
'o
ut

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
^
i
s
^
e
d
^
t
h
e
^
^
m
e
n
i
a
n
'S
em
in
ar
y"
.
pf
^!
y.

■D
io
ce
se
',

ha
s
ap
po
in
te
d.

De
ac
on
,

c
i
R
^
vi
nt
p
th

e
};

yi
nc

ya
_r

,d
;
of
rt
h^
^^

A
r
m
e
n
i
a
n
)
"
1
C
K
u
r
c
h
^

"
""

""
"
"■

"-
-'

*-
'-

"'
-'

•-
■
■—
'

s
u
r
e
d
;
t
h
a
t
.
t
h
r
p
u
g
h

th
e.

su
pp

or
t•

>)
•d
a
i
n
e
d
.
a
De

ac
pn

.'
.I

n
19

82
/;

\j
ud

lt
..

of
.t

hc
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y

th
er
.c
^w
ou
ld
.r
'/
j^
v^
X^
^^
^^
^^
^

:
b
e
m
a
n
y

ot
he

rs
-
w
h
o
w
o
u
l
d

fp
i-

.'
.;

lo
w
th

e
ex

am
pl

e
.o

f.
St
.'
lN
er
se
ss
■'
,>
•

g
r
a
d
u
a
t
e
s
in

th
e
ye

ar
s'

to
c
b
m
e
/
j

y.

D
e
a
c
o
n
Tc

hi
li

ng
ir

ia
nc

xp
re

ss
-;

c
d

hi
s
t
h
a
n
k
s
a
n
d

gr
at

it
ud

e
to
.

al
l
t
h
o
s
e
w
h
o
w
e
r
e
i
n
v
o
l
v
e
d
in

o
r
g
a
n
i
z
i
n
g

t
h
e
r
e
c
e
p
t
i
o
n
,
a
n
d

"

sp
ec
if
ic
al
ly

to
Fr

.
M
a
r
d
i
r
o
s
C
h
e
-

,v
ia
n.
H
e

sa
id
,

'.
'F
r.
C
h
e
v
i
a
n
"h
as

.-

g
r
e
a
t
l
y
'
c
o
n
t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

.t
o

m
y
-
,

g
r
o
w
t
h
h
e
r
e
at

St
.
N
e
r
s
e
s
s
si

nc
e.

;

1
9
8
2
a
n
d
h
a
s
m
a
d
e
t
h
e
S
e
m
i
n
a
-

■;

r
y

a
t
r
u
e
A
r
m
e
n
i
a
n

C
h
r
i
s
t
i
a
n

-.:

h
o
m
e
a
n
d
ce
nt
er

of
le
ar
ni
ng

fo
r.

-"!
m
e
.
"

.
,
..

/.
'■

.



St.NersessWelcomesDonorstotheSeminary

|!»l

NEWROCHELLE,N.Y.-St.

NersessArmenianSeminaryis

anessentialelementintheeffort

toattractandtrainclergymen

fortheDiocesesoftheArmen

ianChurch'inNorthAmerica.

Likewise,onevitalingredientto

thewelfareanddevelopmentof

St.Nersessisthegenerous

financialandmoralsupportof

thepeopleoftheArmenian

Churchcommunity.

Recently,St.NersessSemi

naryinvitedagroupofdonors

from*-themetropolitan"a"rea'to

visittheSeminary.Twenty-five

guestscametoSt.Nersessfora

gatheringandadinnerintheir

honor.Formost,itwasthefirst

visittothespaciousandpeace

fulcampusofSt.NersessinNew

Rochelle,N.Y.

Thedonorshadanopportun

itytomeetsomeoftheseminar

iansandstaffaswellastotour

thecampus.Followingdinner,

severalpeopleinvolvedinthe

Seminary'sprogressaddressed

theguests.TheReverendFather

CarnigHallajian,amemberof

theBoardandpastoroftheHoly

CrossArmenianChurchof

Union,NJ,expressedpridein

thedevelopmentachievedby

thestudents.Fr.Carnigalso

pointedouttheimportanceof

theSeminarytothestabilityof

theArmenianChurchin

America.

ArchbishopTiranNersoyan,

founder,formerdeanandcur

rentBoardmemberoftheSemi

nary,addressedtheissueofwhy

ashortageofclergyexists,not

onlyintheArmenianChurch,

butinmanyotherdenomina

tionsaswell:DeaconMichael

Chevian,administratorofthe

Seminary,updatedthegroupon

theprogressoftheschool,out-

lineditsacademicprogramand

expressed'appreciationtothe
donorsfortheircontinued.sup-

portandconfidence.

Speakingonbehalfofthe

seminarians,DeaconHratch

Tchilingirianspokeaboutwhat

itmeanstobeastudentatSt.

Nersess.Heunderscoredthe

importanceofthetrainingastu

dentreceiveshereinthissemi

naryandalsoremarkedonthe

specialcamaraderiethatexists

amongsttheseminarians.

jSEMINARYMISSION.Rev.CarnigHallajiantalksaboutthefine
IdevelopmentoftheseminariansandtheimportanceofthemissionofSt.
NersessSeminaryattherecent.Donors'Dinner.

santatmosphereofthesemi

naryanditsbeautifulsetting,

andexpressedfavorableopin

ionsaswellasconfidenceinthe

futureofSt.Nersess.

Othersuchgatheringsare

plannedforthefuture,ascontri

butionsandsupportforSt.Ner

sesshavebeencomingfromall

acrossNorthAmerica.Thecom

munitysupportisaboostforthe

schoolandisevidentinitsphys

icaldevelopmentandimprove

ment,aswellasinthegeneral

outlookfortheseminary's

future.

ORIENTALRUGS
Webuy&sellnew&old

orientalrugs.Expert
cleaning&repair.

Appraisals.
Pleasecall:BarsamianRugs

Days:212-689-6273
Eves:718-458-7629

HANTVIDEO

ProfessionalVideoTaping

Weddings•Birthdays•Christenings

SweetSixteens•Anniversaries
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REASONABLERATES

(718)729-1121'HARRYTERJANIAN

LunchDinner

*A1

928SecondAvb
at49StreeLNewYark;



All the filjn footage procured

becomes a part of the archival

library of the Armenian Film

Hratch Tchilingirian

Honored by St. Peter

AGBU Armenian School
CANOGA PARK, CA - A

reception was held recently at

the St. Peter AGBU Armenian.

School here in Canoga Park to"
honor Deacon Hratch Tchilingi
rian, who had just been gradu

ated from Concordia College,

receiving his bachelor of arts

degree. The young Deacon is

preparing for the priesthood in

the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Deacon Hratch, only 21 years

old, was born in Beirut,

Lebanon, From 1976 to 1979 he

attended the Armenian Semi

nary of the Patriarchate in Jer

usalem and was eventually
ordained Avak Sargavak. He

then attended the Theological

Department of the Seminary and
took courses at the Dormition

Abbey's Ecumenical Institute.
After arriving in the United

States, Deacon Hratch taught
religion and history at St. Peter
AGBU Armenian School and
then attended St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary in New
York. Presently he is preparing
to continue his education for the

master's degree program of div
inity in New York. Meanwhile,

the Eastern Diocese has
appointed him to serve the

Armenian Church of Northern
Westchester in New York as
their spiritual administrator.

Mrs. Anita Zarmig Bishop,

also a former teacher at the St.

Peter School, gave a brief
speech congratulating the Dea

con. She urged the students

present to follow the example of

Deacon Hratch. in moral and

scholastic persistence. At the

end of her message, Mrs.
Bishop's former students

honored her with a beautiful
bouquet of carnations, her
favorite flowers.

The celebration concluded
with a beautiful graduation cake
designed especially for Deacon
Hratch by Mrs. Bishop, Amidst
all the congratulations to the

young deacon, one guest com

mented, "The Armenians In

America are most blessed in

obtaining such a pure and dedi
cated religious leader In the

'-'wb'rfd we'haye" (6day7'.v •"•v:i» • •

__ _. JIJin—r——«■"« to tfte Arfnenian

_ >darion''eVpla!Ked " Film Foundation, 580 E. Thou-
that,'This project is a part of sand Oaks Blvd., Suite 101,

every Armenian as it is their his- Thousand Oaks, CA 91360.

AGBU Shish Kebab Festival Brings
Guests From All Over for Outdoor Fun

ney from West New York, New

Jersey, and chapter member

selling tickets at the door along

with Aram Sarajian, stated,
"This is not- exclusively a fund-
raising event. It is an activity

; which shows the American com-
• munity that Armenians are very

much around and culturally

active in the cities. We demon
strate through programs like the

annual festival that we can

organize good, solid, worth

while community events for

both ourselves and the pi/blic."
Indeed.^ many an "odar"

walked into the buildingoff the

street and enjoyed the fine
cooking.

The Festival, this year espe

cially, was organized extremely

well by chapter vice president
and picnic chairperson Araxy

Gokberk, who recently was

awarded at the AGBU conven

tion in Boston for her recogni
tion as one of the top ten

volunteers in the .AGBU organi

zation, created various commit
tees which functioned smoothly

and efficiently, making the pic

nic management as easy as pos
sible for the workers and very

enjoyable for those who
attended.

Over one hundred dinners
were served and the chapter

membership increased by "five

percent at the day's end. ty

ASBURY PARK, NJ - From as

far as Cyprus they, came to the

annual Shish Kebab Festival

held at the Asbury Park Chapter

of the Armenian General Benev

olent Union on Sunday, July 29,

1984.. : •

• There was sunshine outside,

delirious food inside and

(Armenian music all over as

'BGests enjoyed eating their bar-
bequed shish or lule kebab and

pastries under the sunny skies

or indoors with the friendly

members of the chapter.

"This is exciting and always a

fun event," remarked chapter

Publicity Chairman and Execu

tive- Committee member Steve

Manookian. "The guests are

always interesting and we enjoy

their company. Why, I myself

just finished talking to a gentle

man from Cyprus."

No matter who the guests

were or wherever they came

from, they were treated to fine

Armenian cooking and a hearty

meal which consisted of either

shish kebab or rule kebab, vege

tables, salad, and boulghour or

rice pilaf. Also on the menu were

many homemade delicacies

such a paklava, kadayef, khou-

rabia, and cherek, to go along

with watermelon forafter-dinner
treats.'

Mr. Barkave G. Elian, an attor

UreeK communi

As a congn

.chard, a Demo<

; motivator in gett

the Turkish plar

the Armenian pe

posed Holocaus

nation's capital.

Key member

'Armenian churc

had been invite*
norrs reception,

Vartan Catholic (

ian Congregate

and St. Sarkis.

While Blancha

his guests, he ei

"...this is just th

there is to be jui

past wrongs, thei
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David Sanakian 01 Lyon,

Hagop Vartanian oJ.Mar-

and numerous., other

an clergymen serving in

parts of France.' v;v _

Diocese' of' France will
5 a forty-day^" period. of.
ng in'memory of the iale

j. Bishop... Naccashian,.

is the second nian in the,

hy" of' the'. Church", in '
and. was Vicar General"

s. will serveW the locum
till such tirhe'when'eiec-
>r a new primate are held,

jction is conducted dur-.

special "session, of the

al Representative Coun-

2 equivalent of the Dioce-

;sembly of the Armenian

■j in the United States -

consists.of 27 members

presenting, Armenian

ses operating in the'coun-

nce. the second title that

e Archbishop Manoukian.

hat of Patriarchal Nuncio,

pointive. His Holiness

n I will have to name a suc-

\ Generally, it is expected

hoever is elected Primate

Diocese of France may

e named to represent His

•ss in Western Europe.

nerica, Diesat85

the 1940's and '50's, Dr.

ian frequently voiced her

and professional findings

2 city radio station, WNYC.

of the talks, "Foods That

ct Your Teeth," appeared

? Radio Manual, a cross-

;n of outstanding broad-

s. The volume was

•>hed by the Oral Hygiene

nittee of Greater New

a professional group

d to disseminate- dental

-. information 'among the
;. and school children, par-

r!y. A frequent lecturer

5 audiences of school-

en, Dr. Goodian won a cer-

e of appreciation for her

ated efforts in the den'tal
n education campaign.- .

de from these professional

vemerits and activities, Dr.

Han served the Armenian

nunity as well. She was the

president of the Young

snian. # Women's CJub,

lized under the auspices of.

WCA to aid orpharis'of the,
•riiaffc genb'cideT.- Aghayne
nian. a widely-Knowna'ttbiK'
andj indefatigable >YWC^
3r, gaye.the ciub..encour-
;ent arid guidance. Other
• mentors were Aghavne

:>n Yazijian and Marie Bedi-

Dr.. Goodian joined the

nian Students'Association

in her career, and served as
president several times.

Goodian was active in the

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.y

Bishop Papken .yarjabe^ian, ■

Primate's Legate in ihe" nation's-'

capital, was reported • stiil '.in'
intensive care at Doctors' Hospi

tal in Plantation, a suburb of this '
city,'alter complaining of an un

identified coronary problem.

Bishop Varjabedian was hos-.'
pitalized last week as he was

preparing to replace Archbi- •

shop Torkom Manopgian, Pri-.

mate, who was to preside over,

the groundbreaking ceremonies

for the new Armenian Church in"
this area but had to leave the-
country to attend the funeral'of
the late Archbishop Serovpe

Manoukian, Primate of the Dio

cese of France.

Bishop Varjabedian had come

to Florida after spending some .

time in California 'where he*

attended the premiere of

"Strangers in a Promised Land," .

a documentary on. the settle

ment of Armenians in Fresno,

with Goy.- George Deukmejian

of California as narrator. While

serving as the" pastor-"of the

•Armenian Church in Troy, N.Y.,

Bishop Varjabedian had -the

governor as a" pupil in the local
Sunday School. ' . .

Rev.NersesJebejian.whohas.

been assigned to the Armenian"

Church, in Houston, Texas, had
to rush to Florida to conduct the

scheduled ceremonies. The.Pri-

mate was expected to return to

•' the United States from Paris this
Monday- and" was to head

directly for Florida, where he will

rest for a period and will, this

Sunday, attend the anniversary

celebration of his election as

Primate of the Diocese.

Bishop Varjabedian, who is 66
years old, has suffered, from

heart complications in recent

years. He was ordained bishop

in 1957. :- •

Reorganization of North Westchester Parish

YORK.TOWN HEIGHTS, NY — In response to the interest and

eager support of the Armenian community, the Armenian
Church of North Westchester, originally founded in 1967, has

been reorganized.

Last year, the Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,
appointed Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, of St. Nersess Semi
nary, to be the spiritual administrator of the parish. Deacon

Hratch visits the parish every other Sunday to conduct Jashoo
Services and distribute Holy Communion, at the Yorktown

Heights Community Nursery School Hall, 247 Veterans Road,

Yorktown Heights, NY. '
The parish also has a series of activities, which are-held after

the service, designed to enrich and nourish the lives of the
parishioners. These activities include: Bible study, Armenian
history and Armenian language mini-workshops. _ ,.:.:■
Although small, the Armenian church of North Westchester

shows great enthusiasm and concern for preservation of an

Armenian Christian community in the area.

Fish'h Chips Dinner SeHor March 23

TENAFLY, NJ - The Women's

Guild of St. Thomas Church

here in Tenafly is sponsoring

their Fourth Annual Fish and

Chips Dinner on Friday, March

23, 1934.

Dinner will be served in the

Church Auditorium. East Clin

ton Ave. and Route 9W, between

6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.. "...

music.by ' '•'. ■:'-'. '■■'■ ■

feoturing

. ' live

Sona Doudoukjian, 384-4371,

or Marion Kahautnjian, 943-

5373, should be contacted for

tickets. Take out orders are

available. Tickets are $6 for

adults, and $3.50 for children

under 12. ' -.

Lenten services will be held in

the church at 8:00 p.m.

S ARMENIAN SEMINARY
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magnificent 10th century Church

of the Holy Cross on the island
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Photos of three St. Nersess Summer Study programs

\ have appeared in earlier issues of Bema. These are

• the last two groups: above the students and staff of

the seminar for college-age students; and below, with

Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan in the center, the high

school student seminar group.

anu rvieiifie.z.eyiyufireiir.;.:.:. •

The faculty iricluded'tjhe Mos

Rev. "Archbishops Torkom . Ma
noogiapi Pri.mate, tfie Most Rev

Rev. Fr Hafgazoun, Melkonian

Rev. FK Arnak Kaspanan,^ Rev

Fr. Arten Ashjian, Rev. Fr. pami(

Hallajian; Rev.- Fr.. Michael But

tero, Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian

Rev. Fr: Yeprern Kejegian- Dea

con Arthur.Sabpunjian, Deaco'r

Hratch. Tchilingirian, Deacor

Joseph Kalemkerian, Elise An

treassian,. Nancy Basmajian

Louise . Kalemkerian, - Darrel

Lauer,' Sherry Scire,' Chucl

Slagen, Diane. Vidiari, an(

Michael Zeytoonian. :-

The St. Nersess students als<

engaged in social and recrea

tional activities. Field trips in

eluded the theater, movies an<

amusement! parks." Volleyball
swimming, Softball, basketball

ping-poncj and tavloo game:

were." field each- day on thi

Seminary grounds during frei

time' On.Sundays, the student

participated in the Divine Liturg

at various Armenian churches ii

the New York-New Jersey ares

Over 1800 young Armenian:

have thus far attended these SI

Nersess Seminars. As each'pai

ticipant in this summer's prc

grams will agree, the spirit of th

St. Nersess '.'family" grew rapic

ly as the week progressec

Through this unique experienc

of learning, prayer, recreatio

and fellowship, each student lei

the seminar;more enlightene

and faithful to. the teachings c

the Armenian Church and wit

her mission. ..



18C YClJNe PEOPLE ATTEND ST. NEC

PROORAMS TIHIIS SUMMER

For the 22nd consecutive year, St. Nersess Armenian

Seminary organized and conducted Summer Religious

Study Programs for the spiritual, cultural and liturgical

enlightenment of youth and young adults. This year, five pro

grams were offered with 180 junior high school, high school

and college-age students attending. The participants came

from 36 different parishes of the Eastern, Western and Cana

dian Dioceses of the Armenian Church of America. This was

the largest number of participants and parishes represented

in the history of these programs. All five sessions were held

at the Seminary in New Rochelle, New York and directed by

Deacon Michael Chevian, Director of Recruitment and Voca

tion Programs.

The first program, the Deacon's Training and Liturgical

Music Program was held from June 22 to July 1. This was

followed by two religious study seminars for high school

students which took place from July 6 to 15 and July 20 to29.

The next program was the Junior High School Seminar

which was held from August 7 to 12. The final program, a

seminar for college age students took place from August 17

to August 26.

The program at these seminars included lectures, Bible-

study, discussions, films, personal guidance and direction,

daily worshipandmeditation.Armenian culture, folk-singing,

as well as recreational and sports activities. The program is

designed tostrengthen the participants' spiritual knowledge

and faith, enrich their understanding of Armenian culture

and provide for Christian fellowship and fun.

This summer's dedicated and commited staff, under the

direction of. Deacon Michael Chevian, included Shake

Ajamian of Bayside, N.Y., Sara Andonian of Detroit, Ml., Laura

Bilazarian of Worcester, MA., Jill Boyajian of Palos Heights,

IL, Sylvia Bozoyan of Union City, N.J., Susan Dadekian of

Fairla\vn, N.J., Michael Findikyan of Binghamton, N.Y., James
Kalustian of Cambridge, MA., Thomas Kasparian of Tenafly,

N.J., Steven Mangigian of Wynnewood, PA, Kenneth Maranian

of Cambridge, MA Mark McKertich of Cambridge, MA, Christine

Sarkisian of Watertown, MA, Greg Souin of Toronto, Ontario;

and Meline Zeytoonian of Chelmsford, MA

The summer program faculty consisted of the Most Rev.

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate, the Most Rev.

Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun,

Melkoonian Rev. Fr. Arnak Kasparian, Rev. Fr. Arten Ashjian,

Rev. Fr. Carnig Hallajian, Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero, Rev. Fr.

KarekinKasparian, Rev. Fr.YepremKelegian, Deacon Arthur

Sabounjian, Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Deacon Joseph

Kalemkerian, Ms. Elise Antreassian, Ms. Nancy Basmajian,

Ms. Louise Kalemkerian, Mr. Darrell Lauer, Ms. Sherry Scire,

Mr. Chuck Slagen, Ms. Diane Vidian and Mr. Michael

Zeytoonian. m

Each instructor shared his or her knowledge of the Chris

tian faith and Armenian culture and offered insights into

spiritual, intellectual and cultural development and growth.

The St. Nersess students also engaged in many social

and recreational activities. Field trips included the theater,

movies and amusement parks. Volleyball, swimming,

softball, basketball, ping-pong and tavloo games were held

each day on the Seminary grounds during free time. On Sun

days, the students participated in the Divine Liturgy at

various Armenian churches in the New York- New Jersey

area. (con't)

7
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Hratch Tchilingirian Honored by

St. Peter AGBU Armenian School
CANOGA PARK - On the

afternoon of July 7, 1984, a re

ception took place at St. Peter

AGBU Armenian School in

Canoga Park. The celebration

had a two-fold purpose. The

main motive was to honor Dea

con Hratch Tchiligirian on the

occasion of his graduation re

ceiving the Bachelor of Arts

D&grcc from Concordia College

in New York on May 18. The

young Deacon is preparing for'

priesthood in the Armenian

Apostolic Church. The other

purpose was for Deacon Hratch

and Mrs. Anita Zarmig Bishop,

as visitors, to view St. Peter

School's new campus.

The get-together also provid

ed an opportunity for the stud

ents to express their gratitude to

Mrs. Bishop, their former teach

er who spoke for the occasion.

Deacon Hratch, whose wealth

of accomplishments belie his

mere twenty-four years, was

born in Beirut, Lebanon, in

1960. After completing' his

formal education in 1976, he

went to Jerusalem and attended

the Armenian Seminary of the

Patriarchate. In 1979 he grad

uated from the Seminary ans

was ordained Avak Sargavak.

From 1979-1981 Deacon Hratch

attended the Theological De

partment of the Seminary,

meanwhile taking courses at the

Dormition Abbey's Ecumenical

Institute. In 1981 he visited

Vienna before coming to Cali

fornia to continue his educa

tion. WhiJc attending school, he

taught religion and history of

the Armenian Church at St.

Peter AGBU Armenian School,

then in Van Nuys. Aware of

Deacon's many successes and

outstanding ability, the Western

Diocese of the Armenian

Church sent him to New York in

1982, where he attended St.

Ncrscs Armenian Seminary to

further his education for the

priesthood in the Armenian

Church. Presently Deacon

Hratch is' preparing to continue

his education for the Master's

Degree Program of Divinity in

New York. Meanwhile, the East

ern Diocese has appointed him

to serve the Armenian Church of

Northern Wcstchester in New

York as their spiritual adminis

trator. The American-Armenians

arc fortunate in obtaining the

religious leadership of a cleric

who combines true humility
with a high sense of integrity.

In a world where material values
arc rampant, it is rare to find an

individual who expresses such

sensitivity for the spiritual and

temporal needs of his people. He

is never too busy to extend his

wliolc-hcartcd dedication to Ar

menian' needs and interests/'

At the surprise celebration at

St. Peter 'AGBU Armenian

School in honor of the Deacon's

graduation, Mrs. Dadour, the

principal, a number of the facul

ty, and his former students,

offered the Deacon their en

thusiastic accolades. His former

colleague at St. Peter School,

Mrs. Anita Zarmig Bishop,and a"

long time admirer of the young

Man's talents, character, and de

dication, gave a brief speech of

congratulations to the Deacon.

Turning to the students, she ex

horted the students to follow

the example of Deacon Hratch

in moral and scholastic p'crsist-

ancc, as education if the primary

key to a successful life. At the

end of her message, Mrs. Bi

shop's former students honored

her with a beautiful bouquet of

carnations, her favorite flower.

To help celebrate, Mrs. Bi

shop had designed an appropri

ate graduation cake for the

young Deacon. Knowing that
Mrs. Bishop has not been travel

ing long distances lately, I was

surprised that she was going to

Canoga Park. She replied that

no effort was too great to

honor such a worthy and admir

ed colleague. Knowing Anita

Bishop's unerring judgment of

character, the young • Deacon
is fortunate in winning the re

cognition of such a mentor. On

the other hand, the Armenians

in America are most blessed in

obtaining such a pure and

dedicated religious leader in the

world we have today.

We all congratulate, Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian, for his

wcll-dcscrvcd and • hard-earned

success as a religious leader. May

God bless him always.

FRANCES PAELIAN



.THE ISSUE OF HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE

ARMENIAN CHURCH

Deacon Hratch TchiNngirian

Finding an objective definition of homosetuialily it a difficult one,

onsidering the widespread controversy of the issue in the scientific,

eligious, ethical and public sphere of society. However, in an attempt

provide an objective definition of the term, the Encyclopedia of

ioethics seems to have a balanced and neutral presentation of the

henomenon: ' '
"The most emotionally neutral and nonjudgmental definition of

homosexuality is:' a predominant, persistent, and exclusiue

psychosexual attraction toward members of the same sex. R

homoseHual person is one who feels seHual desire for and a

seHual responsiveness to persons of the same sett and who seeks

or would like to seek actual sexual fulfillment of this desire by

seitual acts with a person of the same sen. (I distinction is drawn

by a majority of authors on the subject between the homoseHual

condition and the homoseHual act. HomoseHual condition refers

to the person who is sexually attracted exclusively to persons of

his or her own ssh or who wished to express sexually deep

feelings exclusively with persons of his or her own seH..

HomoseHual act, on the other hand, refers to seHual contacts

between persons of the same sex. Such acts may be

performed by persons in a homoseHual condition or by persons in

a heterosexual condition. Thus, many heterosexuals engage in

homoseHual acts without beinq in a homoseHual condition''
The key words in this definition are condition and act. Pastorally

peakinq, as members of the flrmenian Orthodox Church, we
nderstand the homoseHual condition Ithe person who is sexually

ittracted exclusively" to persons of his or her own sex), as a

passion', just as other passions, like greed, pride, lust, gluttony, etc.

However we do not and cannot condone them since they stand at odds

with the fundamental teachings of the flrmenian Orthodox Church.

HomoseHual condition (passions) is viewed as "wrongful orientation

f our desire"; particularly, based on the Church's teaching on human

emialitii. -."•''■■'~:..': "•<-.-■■ .' • • • ' ;
Secondly, the church condemns homoseHual acts (sexual contacts

etween persons of the same sew), just as shecondemns any sexual

ct outside the context of marriage. 'Hence*, a homoseHual or a*!
eterosenual act Is considered sin and as such, condemned, fl

elerosexual who fornicates is not less guilty of his or her act than a

lomosexue ^^^ flebote ooer homosexuality, there ore numerous

jiews and opinions about how the issue should be treated and

understood. "The current ethical position on homosexuality can be

grouped under the three categories used to describe the ethical
analysis of the meaning of human, sexuality: the integrist
understanding of human seHuality, which sees homoseHual acts as

unnatural; the recreational understanding, which regards homoseHual
behavior os natural and therefore justifiable; the rational
understanding, which evaluates homoseHual acts according to their
bility to contribute to the growth and development of the person."

Ultimately, the issue of homosexuality depends on people's choice of

interpretation, based on the values they subscribe to.
flny ethical position and contemplation takes place in a specific

content. Rnd the ethical content of the Rrmenian Orthodox Church is

her BELIEF, fl person's ethics involves her values, her upbringing, her

experience in life, her religious faith and practice and many other

factors, fl baptized member of. the-flrmenian OrthodoH Church, who

identifies himself with the Body of Christ, does not hove the "luxury"

of personal preference, fl person is not the church in and of himself.

But the Church is where two or three are gathered in Christ's name.

There is no pluralism in the church as such. We either accept the truth

of Jesux Christ or disassociate ourselves from it. The flrmenian

Orthodox Church is not a "shopping center" where we visit and acquire

certain items and reject others, because we do not like them or they
do not "suit" us. Obviously, the Church is a living body of believers,

and as such, is a growing and nourishing body. Hence, there are

certain things that change to accommodate the needs of the

believers. However, there are certain things that are unchangeable,

such as her doctrines and basic tenets of her Faith. For example, a

human body grows and changes year after year, but the basic, the

fundamental "components" of the body do not change, as far as their
function is concerned. in maintaining a healthy body. The
unchangeably* of the Church's Faith is necessary and essential for

the spiritual health of her children.
Rs far as homosexuality is concerned, the biblical, traditional and

sacramental teaching of the flrmenian OrthodoH Church sees such
phenomenon as morally wrong.. "In the face of homoseHuality, as

well as all other expressions of wrongful sessuM expression

(fornication, adultery, prostitution, incest, bestiality, masturbation)

the Church teaches that the only proper place for the exercise of the

sexual function is in marriage. In the Old Testament, we read 'If there

is o man who lies with a mole as those be with a woman, both of them

have committed a detestable act, (Leviticus 20:12; 18:22). Grave

punishment was visited on the city of Sodom by God for this sin

(Genesis 19:1-29).' The New Testament uses this account to illustrate

the 'depraved passions' of fallen humanity: 'their woman exchanged

the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way

the men abandoned the natural function of women and bumed in their

desire towards one another, men with men, committing indecent acts.

..' (Romans l;24-28). In the First epistle to the Corinthians we read,

"Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor

adulterers, nor homosexuals; nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor

drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the.kingdom of God.' 3

Furthermore, the Canons of the church reaffirm the biblical teaching,

namely canon 12 of the Rpostolic Canons (the O/docJie) and canon 20

of the flpostle Thaddeus, found In the Canon Book of the flrmenian

Church.

» :.....To put it more simply, any sexual or conjugal relationship that is

not consecrated and blessed by God, vis a vis the Church is sinful and

unaccepted. This is the teaching of the Church and in the flrmenian

Orthodox Church we cannot understand one part of an issue unless we

look at the whole. Otherwise, the very foundation of the church's

doctrinal tradition would collapse. In a broader perspective, the issue
of homoseHuality should be examined within the framework of the

Family, the Christian family which is a microcosm of the Church. The

family is (he most important nucleus of a society and if the integrity

of the family is not protected the whole social order of humanity is

doomed.

In the light of the present debate concerning the 'Gay Rights,"

the Armenian OrthodoH Church will agree and support guarantees to

the basic rights due to all persons, and dignity, liberty, basic needs

and equal access to them. However, for the protection and care of

others, the flrmenian Orthodox Church cannot join in advocacy efforts

which will legalize homoseHual acts, or encourage public display of

homoseHunllu related behavior.1
.. • In conclusion, the issue of homosexuality and the position of the

Rrmenian Orthodox Church should be uiewed in- ihe light of the

jChurch's; teaching;on-marrioge,Tfamily and human ScHUality. lfsone

chooses not to follow the Truth of Jesus Christ through the Armenian

Church, then there is no point in arguing about it. We are either in it

or out of it. The Rrmenian Orthodox Church has a pastoral

understanding of human problems with compassion, loue and

sensitivity. The Church is here to support alt those who struggle to

overcome their passions and tendencies. The Church is here to help

those who desire to grow in Jesus Christ. It is up to us to choose our

path.

St. Peter, Van Nuys

1 [ficycbprtit ofBioet/iics Yol 2, p. 671. Zibtd p. 674

Stanleys. Har«to». Contemporary t-brai Issues, Minneapolis: Light & Life Publishing

Coming, 19a2. p. 93. 4j|,j<j p. 95

Wesiem Diocesan delegates and students at St. Neriess Armenian Seminary during the
Graduation Ceremonies. Left to right: Seminarian Mcjrob Demcrdjian, Fr. Vartan
Kasparian. Pallor of St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem representing the Diocesan
Council; Fr. Mudiros Chevian, Rector; Demcon llraleh Tchilingirian of St. Peter, Van Nuys.
Chairman of St. Nciscji Alumni Association; Seminarian and graduate Hagop Dingilian.



Confessions of the in-SAIN
by Roupen Nahabedian

I became hooked after seeing

an ad inAsbarez a month orso ago. The

2"x2" ad proclaimed SAIN (Saint An

drew'sInformationNetwork)asthe first

everArmenian electronic bulletinboard.

SAIN is operated by St. Andrew's

Armenian Church in Cupertino, Cali

fornia. An Armenian Church with an

electronic bulletin board you say? Yes,

only in Silicon Valley. I decided to give

SAIN a try.

Not having used an electronic

bulletin board before, I was not sure

what to expect It took a few attempts

to connect. It turned out lhat SAIN's

phone number had been changed since

the aid. But it was a change for the

better. The new number provided ac

cess to SAIN 7 days a week 24 hours a

day!

Bcforecontinuingon.you may

be wondering what is an electronic

bulletin board system (BBS)? As the

name implies, the concept is similar to

bulletin boards found in schools and

churches where information is posted.

What makes a bulletin board "elec

tronic" is that it resides on a personal

computer (PC). So, it not only allows

for posting information but also for

storing them. A BBS "laiks" to the
outside world usually through a mo

dem. The modem connects the BBS to

the phone system. A modem for a PC is

like the phone you have at home; it

mainly allows the BBS to make and re

ceive calls. So, to access a BBS you

would simply dial its phone number,

fry it sometimes, dial (408) 257-1846

(SAIN's phone number), thephonewill

ring just like a regular call and then

SAIN will answer with a loud screech.

The screech is SAIN saying "I'm ready

to talk, are you?"

Obviously, you can not get

much further with just a regular phone.

What you need is a modem and a PC

connected to the phone line on your end

so that the two modems can;.ialk. So, if

you have a PC akt a modem then you
are set to be in SAIN! IfyouhaveaPC

but no modem the good news is that

prices on PC modems are always drop

ping. Atlast account, PCmodemsprices

started at about $39. Your local Radio

Shack is probably a good place to start

modem shopping.

BBS are nothing new per se,

they have been around for as long as

PCs. Butwhatweare talking abouthere

is one very special BBS, the first of its

kind, an Armenian BBS. Fr. Vazken

Movsesian is SAIN's system.operator.

He notonly insures thatSAIN is always

working smoothly but he along with

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian regularly

contribute to the on going "electronic"

discussions on SAIN.

I am convinced that if you

give SAIN a try, you will be pleasanUy

surprised. Do not let the electronic

nature of SAIN discourage you. It is

very "user friendly If you know how to

use an electronic bank-teller than you

have all the necessary experience; or to

use a cliche: "If I can do it, anyone can."

SAIN is meant lo serve as a

medium for discussion (Message mode)

and storing information (File mode).

The Message mode is very dynamic, it

is where users post news-bulletins,

inquiries or sometimes simply exchange

greetings. In ihis mode a usercan write,

read or respond to messages. This is

how electronic discussions are. carried

out. Among recent topics ofdiscussion

were: developments in Karabagh, the

Armenian Church's position on abor

tion, thedeath penalty and homosexual

ity, the unity ofThe Armenian Church,

and the upcoming 1990 Navasartian

Games. The Message area is organized

into the following categories: SOCIAL

HALL- General messages; NAVE -

Armenian Church, Orthodoxy and

Christianity; BEMA - Current Issues;

ARMENIAN NATION - Political news

and current events; ALTAR - Private

prayer request; SYSOP'S OFFICE -

Private messages to the system opera

tor.

On the other hand, the File

area is where information is archived

for reference by SAIN users. Files are

organised into the followingcategories:

Armenian Church and Orthodoxy;

Armenian History and Culture; Arme

nia Today; References, Programs &

Games. It is also the File area where

users may send (upload) information

lhat they may feel is worth archiving.

Theinformation in this area ranges from

the text and proceedings of SJR212 and

reference material on Karabagh, Azer

baijan and Tajikistan to poetry and re-

cipies.■'■' '

Theelectronic natureofSAIN

also makes it a dynamic medium for

sharing up to the minute developments.

For example, a user in Virginia pro

vided daily updates concerning SJR212

just as the bill was being debated by the

U.S. Senate in Washington D.C.

Recently, the role of SAIN

has been expanded to serve local Arme

nian organizations. The Armenian

Church Research and Analysis Group

(ACARG) was the first to utilize SAIN.

For an organization, SAIN can serve as

a common point for sharing and trans

ferring information between different

chapters and members.

Ofcourse, any BBS is only as

robust as it users. Without active users

who contribute to the rich selection of

topics and viewpoints, a BBS would

soon start to "collect dust". SAIN pro

vides a unique environment for the

exchange of viewpoints and informa

tion in addition to (electronically)

meeting people. People whom other

wise you would not get to know. At last

count, the SAIN user list stood at 68.

SAIN-ers come from all over! There is

"BABA JAN" from L.A. and "LEV

THE SEV" all the way from Houston,

Texas. So give SAIN a try and leave me

a message while you are on...

{PHONE NUMBER; (408) 257-1846;

SPEED:1 300-1200-2400 BAUD.

MODEM SETUP: Full Duplex (echo

off); 8 bit data; no parity; 1 STOP bit.}
. If you have trouble setting up

your modem orPC give me (Roupen) a

call at (415) 940-2548.
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ENGLISH

DEPARTMENT

The English Department of A.G.B.U.

Manoogian School offers a variety of high school

courses and programs in the fields of literature,

language and writing. A fundamental precept of our

program is the development of extemporaneous ex

pository writing under test conditions. The emphasis

of the composition program is on both content and

form: to help students express ideas and convey in

formation in writing with logical reasoning and ade

quate factual support, with clarity of purpose,

organization and language. Beyond these fundamen

tal concerns the program encourages and assists

students to develop a degree of grace and style which

will make their writing not only clear and convincing,

but also interesting and readable.

The literature aspect of our secondary program is

the intensive study of representative prose fiction.

Emphasis is on long and short narrative works in

English from the Renaissance to the present. Exer

cises in explication of the various modes of prose nar

rative expression is an important part of our 9th-12th

grade courses.

DR. ROBERT ROTH

A NEW ETHICS COURSE IS OFFERED

This year AGBU Marie Manoogian School has

initiated (in collaboration with St. Peter Armenian

Church) an Ethics course to teach our children about

values and moral decision making. The course is of

fered to the 7th, 8th & 9th grades.

The major task and benefit of the Ethics course

is to investigate the possibilities of developing a

morality that reflects the best in the Armenian

Christian tradition and, at the same time, the ways

in which we might bring that tradition to life in our

lives.

The word investigating is especially appropriate

in describing this course, because it revolves around

two "realities" which Christians spend their whole

lives investigating. The first is the mystery of the

human person, a creature both spirit and animal,

both body and mind, capable of both great heroism

and horrendous evil.

The other reality is the mystery of God, some

one who allows us terrific freedom — to choose

between right and wrong— and who never gives up

on us when we abuse that freedom.

We investigate these realities to uncover

"clues" and "leads" wherever they can be found.

We first look at our own experience and insights for

the roots of morality. Then study what our own

Armenian faith and Scripture and the Church tell us

about morality.

The format of these classes is primarily discus

sions and "reflections" by the students, on the

specific issues that are presented by the instructor.

Hence, the participation and contribution of the

students themselves is the central element of the

classes. Also, the participation of the parents is

crucial to the effectiveness of the Ethics course. We

would like to see the parents more involved in the

moral development of their children.

REV. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

A REVIEW OF

"DEATH OF A SALESMAN"

On October 26, 1989, a handful of Marie

Manoogian students accompanied by several

teachers were off to the L.A. Theatre Center for an

evening of entertainment. The students enjoyed a

nice dinner before the performance. Soon after, they

were all sitting in their seats impatiently waiting for

the opening of the curtain.

The first act opened with a monologue by the

main character, Willy Loeman, played by Philip

Baker Hall. The leading lady, Mrs. Loeman, was

played by Amanda Scott, and the two sons Biff and

Happy were played by Bill Pullman and Greg

Wagroushi. Each and every actor did a superb job in

the portrayal of their characters. The play was

enhanced by beautiful sets. It was more than obvious

that hard work and effort was put into the making of

DEATH OF A SALESMAN, not only by the actors

but also by the director.

By the last scene the students of Marie

Manoogian were enriched by the performance. As

they walked out of the theater they felt more

cultured. This feeling was inspired by the marvelous

stage production we all enjoyed that evening.

AILINE AVANESSIAN 10th grade
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Are we ready?-

Canonizati

oftheVidl
■ Dn. Hratch Tchlllnglrlan

'Since next pearls the 7St/i anniversary ofthe

Genocide, we propose that the preparatory ac
tuates continuefor the canontxattm ofour vie-
Ons.'

Joint Communique of

Csthollcot Vsxfccn I and Kankln U

April». 1880, Holy EtcbmUdzia

rT> blsycarlsthe7S(bannivcnuyor(heAr>
I menlsn Genocide and It seem* that the

•*• "preparatory activities" are ellll continu
ing ... ao lar (he victims have not been
canonized. Thereare tcveral problemswith the

issue ofcanonizing the vtetlma ofthe Genocide.
However, before going Into the discussion of

these problems, let in briefly define what 'can
onization* means.

Canonization Is the final declaration by

the head of the Church, whereby the soul ofa

person or a group ofpersons are declared to be
In heaven. Alter Ihcdcclaratlon, the veneration

of Ute person!-) as a saint It notonlypcrmltted.

but ordered for the entire Church, - Normally,
the process ofcanonization Is conducted bythe

Synod ofBishops In the Orthodox Church and

the Sacred Congregation of Riles In Ihe Roman
Catholic Church, afterwards, the final declara

tion la madebylhc Patriarch orby thcSupreine

Pontiff. Canonization as a formal process and

declaration started In Ihe tenth century. In Ihe

primitive Church, martyrs and later confi

were the first to be publicly venerated by the

faithful. Until the tenth century. Individuals

among the faithful whohad lead exemplary and

"venerable* liveswereaccepted as'salnla'wtlh-

out forma! canonization by the Church.

WHOARETHESAtNIS

The saints are an Integral part of the

Tradition of the ancient Churches. "The doc

trine ofthe Church comes alive tn the lives ofthe

true believers, the saints. The saints are those

whoUteraSysharethehotlneatofGod. 'Beholy.
for I yourGod am holy.' (Leviticus 11:44:1 Peter

-1:16) ThcUvesoflhcsalnlsbearwIlnesstothe
authenticity and truth of the Christian gospel,

the sure gift of Cod's holiness to men.*

When a person Is canonized, certain

honors are conferred upon that Individual:

1) The name of Ihe saint Is listed among the

othersaints ofthe churchand thusIncluded

tn the Uturglcal calendar of Ihe Church.

2)ThenamedIhe newsaint la InvokedIn public
prayers.

3) Churches ore dedicated to Cod In Ihe saint's

memory.

4| Festive days are designated to celebrate his/

her memory.

5) The name of the saint Is mentioned tn the

DMne Liturgy on Ihe day of the celebration
of hli/her memory and sometimes special
hymns are sung lo mention Ihe virtuous

deeds of the saint.
6) Pictorial or iconographlcal representations

are made In which the saint la surrounded

by a heavenly light of glory.

7) When available, the relics of the saint Is

enclosed In precious or decorated vessels

and are publicly honored.

PRACTICAL. THEOLOGICAL &

POLmCAL PROBLEMS Or CANONIZATION

The practical problem ofcanonizing the

victims or the Armenian Genocide, or for that

matterany person, stems from the bet that Ihe

Synod of Bishops of the Armenian Church,
which has Ihe authority to undertake such a
task, has not consistently met. If fact. II has
been over twodecades that the Synod ofIhe Ar

menianChurch has notconvened. Thepurpose

and function ofIhe Synod—the assembly ofall
bishops of the Armenian Church— Is to regu

late doctrines or disciplines tn the Church. The
decrees of Ihe Synod ore held lo possess the
highest authority which the Church can give.
The Synod of the Armenian Church Is sum

moned by Ihe CathoUcos and Its decrees are
confirmedbyhim. Obviously, theschism tn the

Armenian Church between Etchmladzln and

Antetlas possess another problem. WtO the

Synod of each Cathotlcatc meet separately or

win a Synod of Bishops encompass the entire
Armenian Church, both Ethmladiin and Ante-

has? If It will be a Synod for the entire Church.
Ihe logistic- of

cuch a Synod

nlnn Church. (II Is beyond the scope of this

article lo discuss the Implications of this 500
year gap tn recognizing the true saints ofthe Ar

menian Church. Archbishop Shnork Kalustlan

tn lit* book Armenian Saints mentions over 35

Individuals who should have been canonized,

but are not so far recognized a> salntsl.

The absence of a concrete methodology

for canonization and Ihe overwhelming t»k of
documenting the lives *nd cases of the victims

of the Genocide, virtually make It Impossible to

declare them saints tn the proper sense of Ihe

lerm. For Instance. In the Roman Catholic

Church, the Initial step of the process Is a

formal Inquiry. Instlluled by the bishop of the

diocese wherein the person lived. This Inquiry

Is accomplished by a tribunal of three Judges, a

notary, and the 'promoter of the faith.* more

commonly called the'devil's advocate.* Follow,
tng Ihe report of Ihe bishop lo Rome, the Sacred

Congregation opens the process, enlarging on

the previous Inquiries, with s promoter of the

blth again presenting the flaws or weak points
tn Ihe evidence. Only thereafter docs the

'apostolic process," as It Is called, authorize

further investigation and the long process of

gatheringevidenceand determiningtheworthi

ness for beatification first, and then canoniza

tion. ' Again, for an practical purposes, we

. cannot canonize 1.5 million Armenians en

masse, without documenting or knowing the

ways and means of Ihetr martyrdom. Other

wise, their canonization would be exactly what
It scons lo be: bestowing them the ultimate

honorand recognitionwtthoul recognizing their
true witness and worthiness for sainthood.

Theologically, once the victims of Ihc

Once the victims of the Genocide
and ultimately.

£nd£lt«l& are canonized... they are no longer

£» victims, but victors of Christ
Church.

Furthermore, there Is no set method or
JormtSa In the Armenian Church by which a
person Is determined to be a saint. The Arme

nian Church has not canonlicd any person for
the past 500 yean. The last person who was

dcdamiasalntwmsSt.Ore«>ryofDatcv0346-
1410), who wss an eminent theologian, teacher

and an abbot, under whose Instruction and

training peal leaders flourished in the Arroc-

Genodde are canonized, the Armenian Church

will be put under a dogmatic Imperative. I.e.

Ihey are no If—•"■victims, butvictors ofChrist.

Oncethevii'. !• •>! the Genocide are canonized,

we can no W<,» hold Hokenanktsli [requiem

sendees) lomoumtheir death, towhichwe have

accustomed oursdvea. Instead, we will cele

brate the Dtvlne Liturgy Invoking their names,

asking for Ihetr Intercessionand celebrate their

vtctoryoverdealh. In and through Chrtjt. Once

the victims of Ihe Genocide are canonized, we
can no longer hold candle light vigils. The

mournful, dark atmosphere of commemora
tions of the Genocide will have to be changed

Into a "festive" glorious atmosphere. The vic

tims ore no longer victims, but saints who live
In Ihe glory of Cod. I.e. those who have Joined
CodlnoncndlcsssharlngofadlvInelUebeyond "
all corruption and have found Ihe true life wllh '

God. Hence, the question Is whether Armeni
ans are willing to-sec themselves as witness to

the Deathand ResurrectionofChrtst—forwhom

hundreds ofthousands ofArmenians gavetheir '
lives—rather than perpetually Identify them
selves as Ihe victim. ' '■' '

Politically, ever since Ihe 50th anniver- r.

sary of Ihe Genocide. Armenians have collec

tively demanding Justice for the 1.5 million

victims of the Genocide from Ihe Turks In .'
particular and the world tn general. Canoniza

tion would de facto resolve the problem of s

Justice, tt would be preposterous lo demand. >..

Justice for saints any longer. Canonization

might be detrimental to the political agenda of ''
Ihe Armenian political mechanism. It would .

mean let's forgive and forget* and engage In a .

'dialogue* wtih a new perspective. 'Further- '
more. Ihe termtorlalquestionwithTurkeymight '■

also be complicated. As It Is customary with
saints, does tt mean (hat the places where '.

Armenians were martyredwouldbe considered
shrtnes or on Armenian "holyland.* Still, there .
are many indirect potlUeol Implications which

need to be carefully examined.

The proposal of Ibe two CalhoUcol to

canonize the victim- of the Genocide should be

examined tn light of the problems surrounding

the Issue. Since the details oflhetr proposal arc
not available or so far havenot been public and

■ based on the state of events In the Armenian
Church, the proposal seems lo serve as an

added'glitter* to the observance ofthe 75lh on-

' nr/ereary of Ihe Genoddc. Seventy live years
have passed and Iheworldseems toIgnore* the

victims of the Genocide, thus. In our frustra

tion, the ultimate honor that we can render our

victims to to declare them as saints. We would

do Injustice to our victims Ifwe canonize them
without recognizing their martyrdom for Christ

and Its Impact on our lives Individually and on
our nation collectively. The stints arc canon

lied primarily for the talthful. Declaring the

_ victims as saints Is not rewarding them Ihe

"medalofhonor,*

but tt la lo follow

their example In

. obtaining the

."heavenly crown

of glory.* It Is to

- perpetuate their

: witness lo Christ

through our own

mission and

evangelism In

• this world.

Reprinted from ihe "Window", VoL L, No. 3, 1990

ORDINATION OF PRIESTS IN ARMENIA

Recently (our young priests have been ordained, at St. the Sarkis

Armenian Church of Yerevan, Armenia, by His Grace.Bishop Karekin

Nersissian, Primate of Yerevan. .'.'.':.
The newly ordained priests are:. . ... : ..

VERY REV. FR. TATEOS ZIREGIAN. REV. FR. HOVNAN MATEVOSSIAN.

serving in the Diocese of Russia serving as the Pastor of St. Mary

(Moscow region). Armenian Church of Yeghvart.

REV. FR. ZAREH MANSOURIAN,

serving at the St. Hripslmo'

Monastery, in the City of Yerevan. .

REV. FR. DIRAN AROUSHANIAN.

serving, at' St. Sarkis Armenian

Church of Yerevan. . •

We congratulate Ihe newly ordained priests and wish thorn fruitful

service In the spiritual vineyard of our Lord, ' " ""'"



Sf. Pe/er, Van Nuys, ACYO Seniors

St. Peter, Van Nuys, ACYO Juniors

Best Wishesfor

a Successful Convention!

St. Peter ACYO Juniors & Seniors



St. James Armenian Church
of Westchester

2 LINCOLN LANE

PURCHASE, NY 10577

Dinner mil be followed by a program

featuring:

&

Ticket prices are as follows:

Adults - S12 Children (under 12) - SC

Tor reservations, contact the church

office at 253-9C77 (days) or

Aieline rvasparian (eves) at ©32-3C24.

Reservations are first come, first served,

and should be received by March 2©.



nrmyincin

OF WESTCHESTER

2 LINCOLN LANE • PURCHASE, N.Y. 10577

fiTO

AUTUMN 1993 ADULT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

AT ST. JAMES CHURCH - PARISH HOUSE

10 THURSDAY EVENINGS - OCTOBER 7 THRU DECEMBER 9, 1993

ARMENIAN LANGUAGE ' INSTRUCTIONS - 7:30-8:30 pm.

Beginners: Introduction to the Armenian alphabet and simple con

versational phrases.

Intermediate: Basic conversational phrases with special attention

to grammar and syntax.

Instructors: Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian and Anahid Choukhachian.

Tuition: $35 - Prompt attendance required.

Registration: Advance registration required, please call today:

Church office (914) 253-9077 or (914) 633-3191.

fiBl

B. LECTURE/DISCUSSION SERIES - 8:30-9:30 pm.

"Tough Topics In Christian Perspective" -

life's tough issues based on the Bible.

How the church deals with

October 7-DISCIPLESHIP IN THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian, Rector

St. Nersess Seminary.

14-AIDS: MEDICAL & SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE

Dr./Deacon Vahan Kouyoumjian, Psychiatry Intern

Westchester County Medical Center.

21-MORALITY IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

Van Krikorian, Attorney

Law firm of Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler.

28-WARFARE: IS THERE ANY MORAL JUSTIFICATION?

Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovanessian, Pastor

St. Leon Armenian Church, Fairlawn," NJ.

NOVEMBER 4-TRADITION OR CHANGE IN RELIGIOUS BELIEF, CANONS & WORSHIP

Rev. Fr.. Karekin Kasparian, Pastor

St. James Armenian Church.

11-CULTS & OCCULT: HOW DANGEROUS ARE THEY?

Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, Director

Diocesan Department of Youth Ministry.

18-CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: IS IT CHRISTIAN?

At torneyCounty

of Law

Michael Zeytoonian, Assistant

Westchester County Department

DECEMBER 2-THE MEDIA AND GOSPEL VALUES

Elise Antreassian Bayizian, Director

Diocesan Department of Christian Education.

9-DEATH & DYING: THE CHRISTIAN WAY

Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Chancellor

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.

- ADMISSION FREE-

...We are happy to bring these quality programs to our parishioners.

...We are grateful to enlist the participation of these highly qualified

speakers to present and moderate discussions on these vital issues.

...We ask that you attend these programs regularly and notify and/or

bring your friends.

...For additional information, please call the church office at (914)

253-9077 or Der Hayr's study at (914) 633-8191.



ANNUAL FUND RAISING; BANQUET

SAHAG MESROB ARMENIAN SCHOOL

Cultural Center 465 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1991 at 12:30 P.M.

Guest Speaker:

DEACON HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN - Rector
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary — New Rochelle, N.Y.

— Limited to 300 tickets only —

TICKETS $ 10.00 Adults $5.00 Children under 12

Make early reservations, call 235-5148 ARACSE — 484-9327 LINDA

AU.3

l^^PU.l^^, 'unSbTTPbP 17, 1991, d-unJn 12:30 ^.b.

OpniiuG RiuCiujuou'

PU-PbeiinPi, S. 4.PU.2 UP^. 2H^<ul1^Pl?U.'u, Sbunii

U. titqiutu UuinTiiiu&uipuiGuil|aiCi O-uqpng

— Uwfi\SiuGiuiliiul{niiud wmfuuiljGbp 800 finqfifi fiiuiiiup —

$10.00 Uh6hpmCU.v . • ; ■ " ,.; , $5.00 OnpphpniG



i

ANNUAL FUND RAISING BANQUET

SAHAG MESROB ARMENIAN SCHOOL

Cultural Center — 465 Mi. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1991

Guest Speaker:

DEACON HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

Rector

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary — New Rochelle, N.Y.
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What God-:^was not ashamed to create,
you^should hbtbejaabawed.to speak of.

•-•■••-- ^church. Father
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1986

Arrival./ , ' ; "••
Dinner

Evening Service
Orientation/Introductions

Discussions" '

January-18. 1986

t .a»

■•
at

a
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: Saturday

♦Early Bird Special
"Aravod Looeo 36" (open air) .•

Morning Service

Breakfast ,

I. Dating 8. Sex

Fr. Vazkan

II. Types of Love

Dn. Van

III. Dating : .. --

Dn. Hratch"

Lunch

Confession & Free Time

Evening Service

Dinner

Open Discussion--Anything goes . .. ,

SUNDAY . January 19'. ' 1986

Early Bird Speqi>l-< . •

TBA

BADARAK

Breakfast

IV. The Armenian Wedding Service

' Dn. Van
V. Social Side of Dating & Marriage

S.Dn. Deran

VI. What ivekao a Marriage Work?

Discussion

Lunch

Free time

Evening Service

5:00 p

6:00 p

7:30 p.m

8:00 p.m

6:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.

8:00 a.m

9:00 a.ra

10:00

11:00
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a.m.

12:30 p.m
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8:00 p
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SlQO p.m.
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.8:0O p.m.
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ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF CAPE COD

PRESENTS

M THE SPIRITUALITY OF

m THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

leaders:

DCN. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

MICHAEL ZEYTOONIAN

KEN MARANIAN

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13th, 9:30 - 4:00pm

Craigville Conference Center, Craigville, Ma.

$10.00 PER PERSON (INCLUDES LUNCH) BRING, A BIBLE PEN AND AN OPEN MIND

TO REACH CRAIGVILLE CONFERENCE CENTER - TAKE EXIT 6 FROM RT. 6

AND FOLLOWSIGNS TO CRAIGVILLE BEACH.' DIRECTIONAL SIGNS TO

CONFERENCE CENTER ON ROADWAY.

CALL RICHARD KRATLIAN FOR RESERVATIONS OR DETAILS: 428-6344.



CONSECRATION D$Y EVENTS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER H1 1984

In addition to the annual. Consecration Day Banquet, the
Departmant of Youth Ministry will be sponsoring two special
programs - one for Sunday School children and the other

for adults.

Art Project Day...
DAY- The first in a series of special "ART PROJECT

S* wiS be held on Sunday morning,- October 14 from 10:30am
until 12:00 noonv A specially designed program has ^en
^reuared and will be presented by seminarians from St. Nersess
KSan Seminary under the direction of Vartan Ajamian. This
^olram will explore the world of art with the Sunday School
children using various mediums to express Christian themes
with an Armenian flavor. We encourage all parents to get their
children^ iunSay School on time (10:30)^0 that they will
have the full benefit of this fun-filled day of art.

... for parents
This year the Department of Youth Ministry will be sponsoring
several adult education programs covering such topics as
Church traditions, spirituality, parental roles m Christian
education, child rearing and other related topics. The first
in this series will be held on Sunday October H from 10:30
to 11:00 in the Sunday School. Deacon Hratch Tchilingirian. a
St. Nersess seminarian, will be exploring the topic of
"Spirituality in Armenian Architecture," Deacon Hratch has
spent a considerable amount of time researching this suboect
and has received enthusiastic response during presentations
given in the New York/New Jersey area. This program is being

offered to parents of Sunday School children and will be
occurring simultaniously with, the "Art Project Day."-tfe
encburage all parents to.take advantage of this unique op
portunity, to learn about the spiritual beauty of our
architecture and church design.

145 BRATTLE STREET. CAM3RIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138



PRAYER OFREMEMBRANCE

Divine Liturgy and Madagh 10:30 -

Requiem Service and Wreath Laying, 12:15 Noon

_ M
and Survival » A Slide pre-

1 « 00 p ,n .

A MEMORIAL VIGIL -

Divine Liturgy

Candlelight Requiem Service

- ft WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID .... "

Reading of Testimonies

9:3O p.m.

10:30 p.m.

10:30 - Midnight

We urge our people to make that special eFFcrt to be
nresent and pay respect to our martyrs on this. 7Otn
Anniversary o/the Crime of Genocide attempted by
the Turkish government through 1915-1323-

and ell those who request, shall be given I-"-™ °f
excuse. Let us show solidarity in our remembrance.

Si. Mary's Armenian Aposfolic Ckurck



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

A.C.Y.O.A JR,

RETREAT - SEMINAR

AFRTL 20, 1985

3:30-10:00 A.M.

10:00-11:30 A.M.

11:30-12:00 noon

12:00-12:30 P ..M .

12:30-1:30 P.M.

1:30-2:30 P.M.

2:30-3:30 P.M.

3:30-4:30 P.M.

4:30-5:00 P.M.

5:30 P.M.

MORNING SERVICE

"If I would ask God one question..."

by Dean Shahinian, Esq.

Bible Reading - Discussion by Deacon

Hratch Tchilingirian

Singing

Lunch Break

Political Parties and Separation

Within the Armenian Church: How We

Got Here From There by Mrs.- Anna

Oerderian

Armenian Architecture through Slides

by Deacon Hratch Tchi1ingirian

Expression of Faith in the Arts

by Mrs. Cathy Kspikian

Evening Service

"AGAPE" Love Feast - Seero Jahsh

(In plain English Supper]

Departure



ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH

55 Lincoln Avenue, Purchase,. N, Y. 10577

253-9077 / 633-8191

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM

Ten. Sessions-September 20 - November 29, 1984

Thursdays: 8:00 - 9:30 P.M.

8:00 - 8:45 P.M. ARMENIAN LANGUAGE |
By the Pastor & Deacon Hrach Tchilingirian

of St. Nersess Seminary

A) Beginners' Armenian (basic conversation)

B) Intermediate Armenian (grammar tips and

topical conversation)

8:45 - 9:30 P.M. INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE AND ARMENIAN CIVILIZATION

By the Pastor and Guest Speakers

BIBLE: September 20 - Armenian Church's Interpretation

of the Bible

September 27 - The Message of the Prophets

October 4 - The Making of the New Testament/

Gospels' Message

October 11 - The Message of. St. Paul

October 18 - The Message of the Bible

ARMENIAN CIVILIZATION: October 25 - Panoramic View of Armenian History

November 1 - Ten Great Men in Armenian History

November 8 - Armenian Language and Literature

November 15 - Armenians - What Makes Them Tick?

November 29 - Armenian Contributions to. World Civilization

Fees: (Armenian Language and

(Armenian Civilization $15.00

Armenian Language only $10.00
Armenian Civilization only .$10.00

Vartan Gregorian, president of the New York Public Library and formerly provost and
professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania, has said: "A proper education
should teach the best our culture ha3 taught, said and done."

9.12.84



... ,";-;:■;-A;:'V:---'--"-;^ ■-■;;-•■ • ST: GEORGE ABMENIAN CHURCH

KThis! Sunday?isf.called^v"Expulsion Sunday";, in the. Armenian Church:-, 4;We- rejriemberi how;Mam . ■ . v;;.; :

•-vj-jV'^v--*-—ret;iexpelied?from the Garden'of; Eden^V. Eden was.a. pl'acewhere^thereVwas'perfect'••"..■■'■:■.■-
/^ttqJ 3Jld: DeaCe ^^/^=>'1'=?'?k n^sj^' i.«<? en T^/s=>•■.■'■'. Ua"<: r^-w^ ■.•<.' t!t=» 1 Vorl'. 4 t^' -4-Vi^a- Carbon. LiifK' S/Iam'.1.1 . ■ .'.

li hapfMi?^ The^^answer; is: that?we> were: creat^^ i^the^

e w^lv-pTl^^^^eat Him.#i^d.We'
Then v^y "didn't He-take'away bur free* will and live in Eden'with Hiin? :- .
The anser: Can righteousness and love be enforced, by force? \ ...

No. During Lent, then, we sons of rAdam,use our free-will .to be again loving children of.

God, freely obedient to Him. s'" **- -" ; '^ . ' / ''•; . >/.. '.{-"v -;;..'

TODAY'S BIBLE READINGS: . ' ••'■.'- •
* ^ . • .. ■ ■■ .:.■■:■..

p" Isaiah 33:2^6-' The, lord's People look to Him every day ("Be our arm every morning") .

I for guidance,, comfort, salvation. They know He will give abundant salvation,

wisdan and knowledge. . . . -

f» Pomans 12:9-20. Paul talks of the greatest gift: Love Let it be genuine.

i He says to use it trying to out do the other person in love. He also bids us to rejoice.

If we are in: times that are not joyful, then, he says, be patient. If your patience

p, wanes, then "be constant, in prayer." On handling evil people, he says,, retaliate with

! love. "Never be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."

Matthew 5:21-24 and 43-48 Christ calls us to perfection. He radically changes the

psi commandment of "Do not kill" to do not be angry nor insult your brother.

| Also, not only must we "Love our neighbor," but we must also love our enemy.
Christ calls us past compromise to a radical new life of love.

p OTHER BIBLE READINGS this week: Romans 8:31-39 On the invincibility of the man of faith

Romans 12:1-2 On Transformation of self

Matthew 5:17-20 and 38-42 Christ on "retaliation"

p Luke 5:1-11 Christ calls on his apostles to be "fishers of me;

I NAME DAYS this week - Theodore, Toros. Next week - Cyril and Garegh.

DAYS OF ABSTINENCE this week - Wednesday and Friday (at least)

•■ The Introit sung today (Page six in the Divine Liturgy-book) is "Arachi Badvagan":

Before thy precious and all-conquering cross we fall down and worship and ask

p forgiveness of our transgressions; for through this thou did lift the

[ condemnation of mankind. And now by thine holy and divine sign grant thy

heavenly peace to all the world.

P. The Jashou (midday, hymn) sung just before Scorp Asdvadz is "Vor zorenus" (summary):

The Lord reigns; he is robed' in" majesty.'•".. .' :.'•■. ,4V' ••'■>y.-

p Adam and Eve tasted the bitter'fruit of sin and death (but we look) to you, Lord
, to feed us your sweet cainnandments. Lord heal us of our many sicknesses. ..

Lord, with your birth in the Virgin Mary, you came to save us. And, with your life

giving resurrection,x you invited us mortals to the Resurrection of immortality.
P . By. the-intercession of your mother, we beseech you Savior, save us. , - - ^Jl - - ,

^We are happy to have;'with us'today Deacon" Hratch Tchilingirian" of St. 'Nersess" Seminary '
.v*?pVwill. be, presenting the first of our Lenten Lecture Series talks. He'will*be- '

| speaking'on Armenian Church Architecture and its symbolism. . - " * " ',

We 'need volunteers for Coffee Fellowship for the next few weeks. If you wish to
volunteer please put your name on the sign up sheet downstairs.



GENOCIDE — 70th ANNIVERSARY

Next year, 1985, will mark the 70th

anniversary of the genocide of the Armenian

nation. ' Our Diocese, will mark this solemn

occasion with.various commemorative programs

throughout the Diocese.Jthat, will involve all

of our parishes and people'.' ' ' ''

The Primate has requested that each

parish provide a list with the names of all
survivors of the genocide. The list should

include names, addresses, telephone numbers,

date and place of birth.

Time is of the essence! Please contact

Der Hayr with the names of our survivors

here at St. James as soon as possible.

BAPTISM

Danielle, daughter of Fred and Susan

Kalen, was baptized at St. James on Octo

ber 28.

WEDDINGS

Denise Maralle Cachoian, daughter of Archie

and Mary, and Craig A. Schanz exchanged vows

at St. Vartan Cathedral on October 28. Der Hayr

officiated with Fr. Arten Ashjian and Fr.Koziol

Deacon'Michael Chevian and Diane Vidian

ware married on October 27 at St. Leon Church

in Fair Lawn, NJ by Der Hayr, Fr. Garabed and

Fr. Paree. Archbishop Tiran gave the message.

We wish these couples much joy and

happiness.

REQUIEM

Ws extend our prayers and condolences to

the family and friends of Mrs. Rose Melkonian

whose funeral was held at St. James on Octo

ber 13.

Der Hayr participated in the services for

Vartuhi Ohnikian, held at Holy Cross on

October 22.

May they rest in the peace of the Lord.

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS

5 0/50

The drawing is getting close! It will take

place December 2 during the. Annual Celebration

Banquet. If you have not sent in your member

ship donation please do, so now to avoid losing

the number you have chosen. If you have not

yet requested membership, don't delay!!

STEWARDSHIP" ' "

We urgently request that those vho have not

fulfilled the. pledge made for 1984 do so as
soon as possible.

WELCOME BACK— to Mr. & Mrs.' Alfred Yeznaian
and family, recently returned to Westchester.

They?are now living in White Plains.

lADULT EDUCATION

The schedule for the final three lectures

in the Armenian Civilization course is:

Nov. 8-10 Famous Personalities in Armenian

History-Deacon Hrach Tchilingirian

Nov. 15 -Armenian Contributions to World Civi

lization-Deacon Hrach Tohilingirian.

Nov.29 - English Armenian Writers

Mesrob Kermian

COMING EVENTS

The Pastor and Parish Council are grateful

to the friends and relatives who have made

donations to the Church in memory of George

Kaladjian, $1,990 and Rose Melkonian, $255.

WELCOME' '.. ; ; ...

New members of the church, are Linda and

Richard Varadian to whom we extend welcome.

We invite others.to join, and participate.

Sunday afternoon, Nov.18 in Kavookjian Audi

torium Dr. Nishan Parlakian will stage the

comedy-drama, "Harsuh" (The Bride), for the

Auxiliary Committee of the Diocese. The author

is Sybil (Zabel Asadour), an outstanding woman
writer.

The Antranig Dance Group will perform at

CarnegJeHall on November 25, at 2:30 PM.

Special reduced rate tickets at $5.00 are

available for Armenian and Sunday School

children.

HARVEST MLL/DINNER DANCE - November 10

at 8:00 P.M. at the Parish Hall of the Greek

Orthodox Church of Our Saviour in Rye.

DECEMBER 2. 1984

Save the date .. our Annual Celebration Ban

quet will be held at the Westchester Country

Club in Rye at 1:00 PM. An outstanding program

of great enjoyment is planned. For reservations

contact John Wolohojian at 723-5951.

FURNITURE FOR SEMINARY-

Ouzoonian House urgently needs.two arm

chairs and a couch in good condition. Donations

will be greatly appreciated. Please call 914-

636-2003 if you can help. -
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JujI|UjU U2U»Uuil4nip]Ui\i ilpuT ^uipnqpi uqp-

Piui{LuliQ Ii2nia t, np Uujpnuipiui^uJinp rfw-

ijiuinuiiJuipuib ihiunjawb,wb wi|uipinQ iunuj£-

Lnpq. nid niup&ujil hiuj drn\n4pn,p huiifuip, U

umiubg uijt. hiuqpiubiuU.p qnjnipjnib fckp m-
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jiG fcruGJiGs U. \ibputu (uutnniu-

Auipu.Guil)UiG CbduipuiGQ uijt) uinuipb|Ri-

pbuidp lfU|iuuipuiuuit; hphuiuiuuipr)Ghp, n-

pnGp u|hinh- GnippmpG fab,bn.bginj ftumui'

jnipbuiGm ,■.. " ' : * . ■' \ . '••
' \ UiGuihn, fiiuj ppPumnGbuiGbp, jjnil-pnU.p

'qunnil* Jipp iltU.'cGvuiGpp, ijnnnjhG-' hljh-
qbgp dQ' 2pGbi hi ppbGg rwJbpm[, pphGg

GhiptubuiG GuiuqunGhpml ijljuinmghG: Ujrj-

80

■iw ipiupuuijpG Udhphb,uiG lujjuuipflp Bui-

iiuuiuigbuiiGbpm, 'uidbGuipuip&p phi niGh-

limi bpl|hpG t, nip quui ixintbutiGbpm pppu-

'uinGbtuj dni^nitpi)h 40 tnnl)nuQ l|iuGnGunnp

U|ui2Uiu>dmGjih ijRhuihipi U"h& ppind. Bui|

Gbpmu"

dfcj. bi

■

tnuippbp &putqhp-

>] U.ppuiU,Qophuij t\U)pngp . dfcj*

. HuiJuip, juipuipopbui] >'• Buii

vih1|GiuGg dpmpbuiG, bpp-

.. l|Uiqduib,bputmpJuGGbpm,

■ .' ' • ••» •■ . • •• I

:— $muGmiIbiuljGbp QupmGuib, fiuij

bb.bqbgpG uippinjimd fiui[Uiujiufiu|UiG, uiq—

.qpG.'dpuanpnn, ' I|bGuipnG t-butyl Ujuop

utiG h'fifc uinugttymppiG mGp uipuibplipmdi

' 8fl*l\»UA». b^l.— Vuihi u|pmp ■ mqtp

Htuuuiuitnb| uijG, np'nj dpuiiG lupuiuraiuB-

duiGp Jtj, Bui] hqhqhgpG GnjG* hp dnnn-

4CP*)h quiiuiljGbpQ fluiiliupjifpbim lunuipb-

. pplGn.. uiiG t, np pnil-pji\lp pbpfc 'ppputnn-

Gbuij BuiiuiuiutghtuiGbpB hi db&. QGuiuiGpU

t 1957 p. ihpiGuiGniili 1970—75.pp.'utv ljh^bg|»G| PGuiqiiiG' tt BuiipbGpptQ ipiipu
Unpbi fc ITb&p StuGG ^Jpiptypni flnqbwp. .^11 uinuipb^niphiGp. 'uithip hiu 2^2V^ntui6

<Sbdu.pu.Cmd. 1976-80 pp. .ahnGiunprnhi t. "P^P nn^tuGm Gbppbi flu.iu.pt hp q"/-

t u.p6n.u.i, 1980-83 pp. rauu.Gh, t • ll!lV?P0oh,1 wCn09 "^ ni *&& R«q*W
r i ,j «>~ w. |>|r. lauuiuoi i;. uCjg,^ BGtupunnphG iuiihnsj Guihi uqqui-
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• - «<tu, pGiUjtu •P.pjwvnnu bQpn ujunnqvud

' 6pi. wntuu pp uiiiuiphUiiDbpnia puipnqbi uidb-

t Pt- Cl*PhJ> unhinuipuiGji hioupij bi uTjpmbi pn-

■ing phd(< Bnqbinp tunuijGnpi)

- ijiuij uuipTjunuiq. apipGl^bpl

t 1982 p. i.ppuiGuiGnidi Ow
PtbuiG d.uipduipu.Giud: Utuipmbi t bpmuui- lnPB ^°P< nPnni bi'Umpp

ritdp Uppng 6uib,nphuiGg rmpbiltuGptjt %u t uinuijliQ' U»

Pu!p«pmqntG ({ppniphiG t umuighi . Udh- P^uiljiuG tjUiuGppG

*phtiu.tnid:i \jbni boppp ULuuim&uipiuGuibuiG 'PP^li-. npu^uqh iubu n^ dpuiju

tjmphiliuGpnid* . uiuumiiuJruipiuGniphuiG' (uoupp, Buiu|ui ahiwl dp. hpbGg l)huiGpQ

duiqpuuipnup bi Miuip^npGpiujh Buiduq-' hiuipuhihG unbuiuipuiGuiljuiG ul<qpmGpGhpm
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up uihuninuGhph t utpdu.Gu.gbp \»bni bopph"'pm i[uipi)uiu|huiniphuiG, GbpntiuiduimpbuiG

' qG6iu-. jmupg t, pp'oppGuiliGUpc ■ tlhpgmg umo-

uinopbuii RutpgbpriiG* piuquipuiItutG, y.ft^

inhuuiijuiG luRmdnil uii bpGuii Bll^l * ^'I'Vt

bi -hbbnJighGi npuitu l^poGuiijuiG liuiuinui-

Bututnuutt PP

f>1.f>.— fl'pQ t ibp utjgbitiipbtuG Gujui-

*.~* U^xp uiigbimphuiG

Gu|uiintul(GbptG .■ iItl|G ui(G t,. np Bbinui-

bi i}iunj>uiqp tuGpGp iaijuiu-

ibq&bim uiuuintui&u.ptuGui\{uiG

' udphnG dQ. V>hputu

1861 p. h 4hp qniitiphiG ml

^ puiGutliuiG tun d7uibmut& * uiutnmui&uipui*

GuiliuiG fipuiqhp niGh. ' k^uii u.2u.bbptnGhp

jnpu uiuipp ijduntGuiqhuiuiGuiG BnG, t!uidui|-

ft'pG, t
p ■

- JmpbuiG

dts puipbqnp-

iud qquignidQ duipn, uipui-

doG t» <«"j pph""1"011"1^0

..*ji'jfj'l*'':(. npn2 - ipntptiJunippijlGbpml hi whiituUuiG■
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Juuipfip djiu«i: duipi>ng unpd.bgmg hi hP

bhuiGjip •.. opp.Guiltnd.1 gnig wmuu- ^GlUltu

puipp qnpShp z^V ^P l|liuiBpn Wh(P t
pOnpn2bi . puiphqnpftmphiG dQ duipnUm-

pfauiQ fluiSntuii U^n't Jbp qbpuiqnjQ o-

ppGuiljij: t?i dbp douihgmdB ujl;uip t pu»"l

■.• tlutufiGi

,. bljbqbgni l,bu.Gph

•' *' . ■ -■ 'pniJ t .U|C^O> ^
' ■" ' - " '•' : cmuj:.inG ti np.
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mGpGp 80 b,mqduil|bpu|muiir Bui- "" . ',- ....

duijGp bi hl(bn.bg]i bi uiGnGg bnnPbQtloui . . .
80 BuidtujGp m bljbiibgp, npnGp wiuop-b- '

U»U»WU'GP »t2 nP Gul
p ppfminnGtuUjuiG flui-

iiupgrnqpajgD "I'

- •. ^uiptjtagp ctUuiGquipi)» pbppnid- xnguj-

iuiA ilmpul 20-p -y'' «UqGiuinipp ': '•" pbpbg, .

UniudpnigbttiGQ " u>u.puo> ptnpuiqph ' uiuib,'

uidopuipbp jotjnmiSxjt .r>>*."" ■ •'. "':.". . •>

• Uju muutfuiQ hpnqmpbuiGg GbGqutdm

bpt

u,«u,Gg
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Cniuitiinujgnighi ^upuiJaounipbtuCt'

.' flpnjniuij o

G^ phi 11 qp2bpoppt|

phpty thnP qutGiaqutQ ^npphq GmtjiGbp'

rjtuuuunprumS fiuidu|pmt|Gbpp ht tnmtpbph

tTtj* puuhuGtjni fituduip
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Uh^bu ' ■ AttiudnmQ ajtu bu t|U>pquii)pbgp
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qp ijiupkGiujpBp tnhrjh 4pui| quo

Gbph (u}S tlmug,' op u|pmp"inpR

pbpqn nppwGngpQ.•• uiQ^mjui GmtpGbjiJi

ppcup fibin tuuinOnitufi ipGb|«nujuiuifiuuirn{:

^^Uu^' tnpui-
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nin.nmu.6 Gn.tpGbptl' Ijuipquujpbgp Bmtp-
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-'.''i-'Ki

-V.

p<»p2l|-

puipuipiui

quipn» pbpp^ ««ptnuigim»

(a jipbO: ujbi 2Uimbp bppbp

i

pbp, ilouiplipg tnliuBbim m" ptlpnGbjm dbp*

Biuuuiput({uil|uiC p2RiuittRiphiGGbpS nt pG-

ini nj* diapi)quitpG (nnh Ifnriillipp. . uiju-.

(uuiGbph dbJ diuu]i &Gnqutqmpt| ^faG, puijg,'

bx uiiGtqtu ipntuiA hG ppbBg jiup puiJutnJiG

Btupuiquiui SGnqGbpn Ijnqdpgs UJRu

mGbgnn. dutpqm Biuiluvpi ' -Riuiiuij!

bptipGbpmd dmnGui|pump ppuit|tuB i

qGuij, uibuGbi, fruiGopuiGuij quin

GmphuiGg m qpty, n% pt'iuiptti2uifibifimG-;

pnipbuiG dpinpa ' uitt|iupnh>G: qpnipfiiGGh-'.-

pniit>.};r::■/',;- •/'''■•:.Vv#i/'■"•/■'/-.•'••■/.■'v:
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